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CAPSULE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley wes initially responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He wes & prominent land owner who is especially noted
for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail
in 1853, By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue,

W. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue and later Central Avenue were laid out for
accessibility to lots ready for public development. Although he died in 1901
before much development took place, Dr. Bosley was represented by his trustees
who continued to administer his lend.

This paerticular house was built in 1916 by Marion H. Merrymesn, a local
developer who bought the lot from the Bosley trustees in 1913. The large house
was once a fine example of the shingle style but reveals that fact only on a
small corner of the south facade where the wooden shingles are exposed. How-
ever, it is still 2 good example of : late Victoriazna and can also be included
among the few houses siill standing along Bosley Avenue.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Exterior Only:

The frame 2% story cross gsble structure located at # 301 W. Permnsyl-
vania Avenue rests on 2 high concrete foundation. Presently, asbestos
shingles cover brown wooden shingles which are exposed on the south facade.
The fenestration is & regular 1/1 sash, and the entire building measures
six bays wide by four bays deep.

The fscade fecing North is the main facade. The projecting centrally
located gabled portion is four beys wide, with the cross gable portion
extending an additional one bey to the east and west.

Of this projecting portion, a window occupies each bay with the ex-
ception of sn entrance in the first story second bay from the west. This
first story is covered by e single story hipped roof porch, the rioof of
which is supported by eight doric columns. snd has sky blue tongue-and-
groove, The porch extends scross the entire facads.

The extension to the west is windowless, however, the ell of ithe east
end has been enclosed on the first level and contsins s window on the
second story. A4 Palladian window lights the gable end.

The steeply pitched slate roof has very deep eaves and is suggestive
of a pedimant on the gable ends. Featnres include snow guards and plain
soffit.

Looking at the esst fscade, the projecting portion here is two bays
wide with the cross gable portion extending an additional one bay to the
north and south. The fenestration is regulser with a2 Pelladian window in
the gable end.

The ell of the southeast corner is occupied by 2 single story shed
roof porch. ’

The south facade is similer to the north with some variation.

An entrance with transom is located in the westernmost bay of the
first level, and all but the third bay from the west contain windows on
both levels.

It is on this facade where & porch roof has been removed, thus ex-
posing the original brown wooden shingles.

4 brick chimney pierces the ridge of the gable.

Thne west facade is identiczsl to the east.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley wes initislly responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted
for having donsted part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail
in 1853. 3y 1899, Bosley Avemue, Allegheny Avenue, . Pennsylvanias Avenue,

W. Chesapeaske Avenue, Highland Avenue and later Central Avenue were laid out for
accessibility to lots ready for pyblic development. Although he died in 1901
before much development took plasce, Dr. 3Bosley was represented by his trustees
who continued to administer his lend.

This psrticular house was built in 1916 by Marion H. Merryman, & local
developer who bought the lot from the Bosley trustees in 1913. The lerge house
was once a fine exemple of the shingle style but reveals thst fsct only on a

small corner of the south facade where the wooden shingles are exposed. How-
ever, it is still a zood exesmple of late Victoriane and cen also be included
among the few houses still standing slong Bosley Avenue.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Bsltimore County Land Recerds
Baltimore County Tax Assessment Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[E1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

D. 0. Schultz WAYNE L. NIELD I

ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. DATE

STREET & NUMBER ) TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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CHAIN OF TZTLE "OR # 301 W. PENNSYLVANIA AVE.
Percel 285, Mep 70-4

LiBLR  FOLIO DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE
5646 784 September 12, 1975 Samuel D. S. Sadtler Semuel D. S. Sadtler & wf.

Beginning at the corner formed by the south side of Pennsylvanis

Ave, with the westside of Bosley Ave., Westerly on the south side

of Pennsylvanis Ave. 90 feet, Southerly 120 feet, Easterly 90 feet,
Northerly 120 feet to the beginning known as # 301 W. Pennsylvania Ave.

2005 135 August 17, 1951 Herry C. Mountain & wife Mary L. Sadtler

1172 567 September 10, 1941 Fome Owner's Losn Corp. Herry C. Mountsin & wife.

o8 207 Janusry 6, 1939 Augustus A. Piper, Home Owner's Losn, Corp.
Asgignee

522 74 January 28, 1920 Flmer R. Haile et al Urban T. Linzey % wife
Receivers

EQUITY CASE: Docket 23-101 October 26, 1917

Charles P1litt vs. H. Courtney Jenifer et al
H. Courtney Jenifer et al had been appointed receivers of this
property. A subsequent order passed June 9, 1919 appointed
Elmer R, Haile receiver in place of Jenifer.
(For other details of this court cese, see attachment.)

L09 157 March 26, 1913 Arthur L. Bosley et al Marion H. Merryman
Trustees
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JUDICIAL RECORD

Judicial Record 274/19  October 26, 1917
Charles Plitt vs. H. Courtney Jenifsr et al

Marion H. Merryman conveyed all his property to H. Courtney Jenifer
end Lewis C. Merryman as Trustees, by way of land record 481416
dated May 7, 1917.

The estate conveyed "...consisted of various improved lots of ground
and various unimproved lots...while ell of seid property was sub-
ject to mortgages.”

Among the a ssets of the estate was an incomplete dwelling house
situsted on the south side of Pennsylvania Ave, being the second
house west of 3osley Ave, The trustees undertook to complete the
building boxnrowing money from Charles Plitt.

Msrch 5, 1918:

H. Courtney Jenifer et 2l report that they have sold to Urban
T. Linzey for the sum of $4,800 cash 211 that lot...together
with the improvements thereon described....and further report
that said property is to be finished and completed by said
receivers.

Aoril 16, 1918:
Urban T. Linzey excepts to the sale. The purchase of property

gs described in contract is not the property mentioned in the report.
The description is erronedus.

Description as corrected:
Beginning on the south side of Pennsylvania Ave. at a distance of
90 feet Westerly from the southwest corner of Pennsylvenia Ave.

and Bosley Ave. running Westerly on the south side of Pennsylvania
4Ave. 60 feet, Southerly 120 feet, Easterly 60 feet, Northerly 120 feet.

During questioning of Lewis C. Merryman, 1918:

Q@ - "when...appointed...what were the improvements on this particular
lot sold to Mr. Linzey?®

A - "The trustees of Mr. Merrymen begsn the construction of a
dwelling; the frame work was up."
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darion H. Merryman

\ Lot, 75' x 120" 3outhwest corner of Bosley & Pennsylvania Aves.
With house. NEW. '

Lot, 100t x 180' Northwest corner of 3osley & Chesapeake Aves.
With house.

Lot, 80! x 150" %West side of 3osley Ave. 2nd S. of Pennsylvsnia Ave,
Witn house.
1912:

By transier - Lot 75' fronting the north side on Chesapeake Ave.

" West of Towson.
House '"Haile"

191k:

By transfer - 100' out of 250' fronting the north side on
Chesapeake 4ve. "German®
1917:

Lot, 225' x 120! Pennsylvsnia Ave. between Bosley and Central Aves.
#355]ley"

Lot, 150' x 180Q' Southwest corner of Central and Pennsylvania Aves.
"3osley"

Lot, 60' x 150" East side of Central Ave.
"3osley" '
1918:

Lot, 90" x 120' 3Southeasst corner Central and Peunsylvania Aves.
$925

Lot, 90f x 120" Southwest corner Central and Pennsylvania Aves.

$925




Marion H. Merryman, page 2: | j5ﬂ~4']3£>

Lot, 60' x 120' Pennsylvania Ave. 90' West of Central Ave. 3617

Lot, 50' x 150' Central ave. 120' South of Pennsylvania Ave.
$L20
o«

)x:.Lot, 90! x 120' Pennsylvenisz Ave. st the corner of Bosley Ave.
House - L1' x 30', 6' x 29!, '

Lot, 60' x 120' Pennsylvania 90' West of Bosley Ave.
House ~ 28' x 28' (not completed)

1919:

Lot, 90" x 120" Southeast corner Central and Penasylvania Aves.
A e
5925

Lot 90' x 120' Southwest corner Central and Pennsylvania Aves,

3925

Lot, 50' x 150" Central ive. 120' South of Pennsylvaniz Ave.
3617

Lot,.90' x 120" Corner of Pennsylvania and 3osley Aves.
House - L1' x 30, 6' x 29',

Lot, 60' x 120" Pennsylvania Ave. 90' ¥est of 3Bosley Ave.
. House -~ 28' x 28' (not completed)
1920:

Lot, 90' x 120' Corner Pennsylvania and Bosley Aves.
House "Linzey" $3,572

Lot, 60' x 120" Pennsylvania Ave 90' West of Bosley Ave.
$673 ‘




HE 0] (. PENUSYLUANA 4UE -

bA-IT30

- TAX AS3ESSMENT RECORDS
Grafton M. Boley Estate
1311:
Privete Avenues - Highland, Pemnsylvenia, Allegheny, Centrsl % Bosley
Frame House on Lot "D" Southwest corner of Allegheny % Central Aves.
19163
Lot 50' x 160! MNorth side Pennsylvania ive. 2nd S. of Bosley
"Clark™
,><i Lot 75'' x 120' Southwest corner Bosley & Pennsylvania Ave.
"Merryman"
P Lot 100' x 180' Northwest corner Bosley & Chesapeake

"Merryman"®
Lot 60' x 150' ‘West side Bosley 2nd S. of Pennsylvania Ave.
"erryman

1917:

Lot 225! x 120' Pennsylvania Ave. between Bosley & Centrsl Aves.
"HMerryman® :

Lot 150" x 180' Southwest corner Pennsylvania & Central
"Merryman®

Lot 60' x 150! Esst side Central
Merryman™

Lot 60! x 150" Southwest corner Allekheny & Central
Frame House "Eckeln :

Lot 100' x 150' North'side Pennsylvania Ave. 100' West of Central Ave.
1Shirley™
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MORTGAGE R&CORD

Mortgage 3ook 210, Folio 131  July 15, 1899
Dr. Grafton M. 3osley to the Maryland Title Insursnce & Trust Company
for 311,500

Twelve lots situated West of Towson represented on a plat filed with
the mortgage. '

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following
Avenues represented on the plat "are hereby dediczted to public use...”

Chesapeake Avenua
Pennsylvania Avenue
Allegheny Avenue
Highland Avenue
 Bosley Avenue

»
-
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