
CAPSULE 

Dr. Grafton M. Sosley was initially responsible for the residential devel
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted 
for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail 
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Ave:-iue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
·w. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue and later Central .Avenue were laid out for 
accessibility to lots ready for public devel0pment. Alth:Jugh he died in 1901 
before much development took place, Dr. 3osley was represented by his trustees 
who continued to administer his land. 

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercial growth of 
central Towson slowly creeping into their neighborhood. However, very few 
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and many commercial 
alterations have been sensative to the residential quality home ovmers are hoping 
to maintain. 

This is one house which has remained residential and is still owned by 
decendents of the original owners. 

The contrast of surface materials, the polygonal projections, gabled roof 
lines and open porches are characteristic of the Queen Anne Style as is the in
terior living hall which contains both a fireplace and staircase. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Exterior Only: 

# 308 W. Pennsylvania Avenue is a collection of contrasting materials 
and projections typical to the queen A..'1ne style. 

This 2~ story structure is rockface formstone on the first level, with 
the second level being stucco.* The gable roof accentuates this combination 
by being covered with multi-colored slate. The fenestration is a regular 
1/1 sash with louvered shutters. 

The south facade is the main facade, is four bays wide and has a 
single story extension to the west. 

The rockface formstoned first level has a large entrc:mc&..v.ay in the 
third bay from the west. The large glass door here has stained glass and 
tracery as do the side lights and transom. There is a slight bay window 
projection in the west half of the facade. 

The extension has a window with a nine light transom. 
A single story porch covers both the main block and extension. The 

roof, which has a greenish-blue tongue-and-groove ceiling is supported by 
six truncated doric cOlu..lllI1s. 

The stuccoed second level has a bay projection in the easternmost 
portion containing a 1/1 sash windnw on the outer sides and a small hori
zontal stained glass casement in the center. 

The roof has an unusual arrangement of dormers. 
The wide, shallow dormer in the aasternmost bay is covered by a stuccoed 

pedimented roof. The sides of the dormer itself are covered with brown 
wooden shingles. The roof is supported by the same type column as the main 
porch roof. A partially enclosing stuccoed railing takes the shape of 
the bay window below. 

The west end c,::mtains one small hipped roof 'dormer which has deep eaves. 
The west facade is a smaller four bays wide. 
The south bay of the first level has a hipped roof enclosed p:.>rch area. 

The second level contains an unusual 1/1 sash, with the upper ori~ third 
being stt:lined glass and the lower two thirds being regu1ar gaass. 

The north end is composed of a swell front, the first level with two 
windows and the second with two windows with a hood mold incorporated into 
the pedimanted gable end, 

The gable is lighted by two 1/1 sash window::. 
The first level of the north facade has an enclosed hipped roof porch, 

(the roof is the same multi-c:>lored slate) the eastern one-ha1:f' of which 
is stuccoed. 

Fenestration is regular on the east facade with the exception of one 
small stained glass casement on the second level. This has been placed in 
relation t.J the brick chimney located off' center to the north. The south 
bays "are windowless. 

* (The stucco is not original, as reported by the present owner) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Item 7, page 2: ~A- /13L/ 

A nearly square rockf ace formstone one car garage stands near the north
west corner of the house. The walls are topped with a slate hipped roof, 
the deep eaves of which have tongue-and-groove soffit. Most interesting is 
the arrangement of horseshoe-like hooks evenly spaced along ~~e outside top 
edge of the walls. 

Fenestration includes two casements in the north s:i..ae, a garage doorway 
with vertical board frame on the west side, a central door {raised panel and 
glass) with flanking double nine light casements, and a windowless east side. 
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Dr . Grafton ~- Bosley was initially responsible for the residential devel
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land O\omer wno is especially noted 
for havincl donated part of his estete for the site of the Court Ho~se and Jail 
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley .ii.venue, Allegheny venue, ;;1. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
w. Chesapea1ee venue, Highland venue and later Central venue were laid out for 
accessibility to lots ready for public development. Althoush he died in 1901 
before much development took place, Dr . Bosley was r~~resented by his trustees 
wbo continued to administer his land. 

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercial growth of 
central To~son slowly creeping into their neighborhood. However, very few 
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and many commercial 
alterations have been sensative to the residential quality home owners are hoping 
to maintain. 

This is one house which has remained residential and is ~till owned by 
decendents of the original owners. 

The contrast of surface materials, the polygonal projections, gabled roof 
lines and open porches are characteristic of the ~ueen Anne Style as is the in
terior living hall which contains both a fireplace and staircase . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attach!!lent 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNlY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 
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mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

D. 0. Schultz WAYNE [, NIECO, U 
DATE ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. 

STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw Bouse, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

P8• t 101 
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR # JOB W. PENNSYLV;,NIA A.VE. 
Parcel 279, Map 70-A 

LIBER FOLIO DATE GRANTOR GRAJJTEE 

962 LL4 ?~ovember 18, 1935 G. William Parker Sophia E. Stieber et al 

962 

326 

3eginning at the northeast corner of Pennsylvania Ave. and Central 
Ave. Easterly along the north side :.;f Pennsylvania Ave. 75 feet, 
Northerly 150 feet t'."> the s:mth side of an alley, 1'Jesterly 75 feet, 
Southerly 150 feet to the beginning., Containing • 259 acres. 

443 N ::iv ember 18, 1935 3ophia E. Stieber 

Arthur L. Josley et al 
Trustee 

,.r. '·3.lliam Parker 

r1eorge :I. Stieber 

Grafton H. 3osley appointed Arthur L. 3osley and Richard H. Ple_:isants 
as trustees of his estate by way of Last ',iill & Testament recorded 
in will b'.">ok 12/111, January 14, 1901. 



TAX ASSESSMENT RECORDS 

George H. Stieber 

12!!= 
Lot North side of West Pennsylvania Ave. 75 1 

Frame House 
Household Furniture 
Vehicles 
Live Stock 

Lot 75 1 x 150 1 Pennsylvania & Central Ave. 
House JO' x 30' 
Other building 

i!A.-173 'f 



Pl\-J73l/ 

1.-:0J.T:JAJE ?..3CORD 

i•Iortgage Jook 210, Folio 131 July 15, 1899 

Dr. J-rafton :1. 3osley to the Haryland Title Insurance i. Trust Company 

for $11,~00 

Twelve lots situated ~fest of rowson represented :m a plat filed with 
the mortgage. 

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following 
Avenues represented on the plat 11are hereby dedicated to public use ••• ": 

Chesapeake Avenua 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Allegheny Avenue 
Highland Avenue 
Bosley Avenue 
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