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# ~00 W. PENNSYL'TANIA AVE1\fUE 

Dr • .Jrafton M. Bosley was initially responsible f'.)r the residential devel
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner wh:> is especially noted 
for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail 
in 155'3. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, 14. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
~']. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue, and later Central Avenue were laid our 
for accessibility to lots ready for public development. 

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercial growth of 
central Towson slowly creeping into their neighborhood. Tt~is house, however, 
has remained residential and retains most of its original fabric. This is an 
especially good example of late Victoriana. It combines the features of the 
Queen Anne Style which include various su.rface materials, projections and differ
ent rooflines with the Japanese influence of the Shingle Style which can be seen 
in the wood shingles and concave shapes. 
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r:A-/735 
CHECK ONE 

X..ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE Meiy, 1979 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Exterior Only: 

This house on the corner of Pennsylvania and Central Avenues is very 
distinguishable 8mong its neighbors. It is one of the earlier houses in the 
arsa and contains several features representative of the late Victorian period. 

The 2 story frame structure with an attic rests on a stone foundation and 
is topped with an equilaterally hipped ro0f with very deep eaves. The exter
ior wa.lls are covered with thin german clapboards, the roof with slate. The 
fenestr,:tion is a regular 6/1 sash with louvered shutters. The building is 
the equivalent of three bays square. 

The south facade is the main facade. 3ecause tc.is house was observed 
from the street only, bushes and trees obscured detail features. However, it 
is observed that the first story is covered with a f·u.11 hipped-roof porch 
supported by square columns and surrounded by a balustered railing. The en
trance door is off center to the west and has side lights and transom. The 
east bay is occupied by a swe 11 fr.:mt which can be seen clearly on the sec::md 
story. This polygonal projecti:m is topped with a gabled roof which is vented 
by a six light casement wind,:>w. Host interesting is that this gable is covered 
w'ith brown wo.oden shingles and the gable siQ.es 'have. a slight c::mcave curve. 
This characteristic is repeated on several other features of the he>use. and is 
reflective of the japanese influence on the Shingle Style. ':!.'here is a concave
shaped dormer with two 8 light casement windows and a hipped roof. This too 
is covered i;d th W'.JOden shingles and occupies the west bay of the roof. 

The porch of the south facade was at one time a wrap around as is charac
teristic of a c:>rner lot house. However, the porch has been enclosed on the 
east facade and occupies one-half of the first story. The northernmC>st bay 
ce>nt&~ns a polygonal bay window topped 11,rj_th a hi:P-like hood. Only the outer 
bays of the second level are occupied by window. 

A large centrally located gable dormer sits a:t.op the ro:)f and is again 
characterized by the c:mcave slant of the sides and is covered 1d th wooded 
shingles. It is vented by two 6/1 sash windows. This dormer gives the 
facade a unique appearance because the gable end itself is concave, a flue 
chimney pierces the ridge and the shingles between the windows have been 
designed to form a diamond shape. 

The north facade too conta.ins a polyg::ma1 bay window in the westernmost 
one-half of the first story. All three bays a:re occupied by windows on the 
second level. The rJof contains a centrally located dormer similar to the 
one on the south facade. 

The west facade could not be seen. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Dr. Grafton H. Bosley was initially responsible for the residential devel
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted 
for having gonated part of his estate for the site o:f the Court House and Jail 
in 1853. By 18991 Bosley Avenue, Allegheny .Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
W. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland itvenue, and later Central Avenue were laid out 
for acce~sibility to lots ready for public development. 

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercial growth 
of central Towson slowly creeping into their neighborhood. This house, how
ever, has remained residential and retains most of its original fabric. This 
is an especially good exa;-r,ple of late Victoriana. It combines the features 
of the Queen Anne Style which include various surfece materials, projections 
and different rooflines with the Japanese in:fllience pf the Shingle Style 
which can be seen in the ;,pod shingles and concave snapes. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Baltimore County Land Records 
Baltimore County Tax Assessment ~ecords 

CONT!NUE ON SE~ARA,TE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attachment 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

D. o. Schultz 
ORGANIZATION HIS I ORIC TOWSON, INC. 

WAYNE L. NIELD, II 
DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR. # 400 'W. PENNSYLVANIA AVE. 

LIBER FOLIO DATE GR~NTOR. JR.4.NTEE 

1080 148 September 14, 1939 Home Owners Loan, Corp. John J. Reuss & wife 

991 

334 

311 

285 

287 

252 

Beginning at the corner of the north side of Pennsylvania Ave. with 
the west side of Central Ave. midway between Bosley and Highland 
Aves. (see plat filed with mortgage dated July 15, 1899 Book 210/131) 
Nortberly along the west side of Central Ave. 150 feet, Westerly 100 
feet, Southerly 150 feet, Easterly 100 feet to beginning. 

370 

96 

554 

197 

121 

353 

March 1, 1937 Augustus A. Piper 
Assignee 

December 12, 1922 Henry G. Shirley 

Home Owners Loan, Corp. 

Frederick J. Troll & wife 

September 19, 1908 Christopher A. Hibler & wf. Henry 1}. Shirley 

April 1, 1907 

April 18, 1905 

April 28, 1903 

May 4, 1901 

Arthur 1. Bosley et al 
Trustees 

William P. Cole & wife 

Upton S. Brady 

Arthur L. Bosley et al 
Trustees 

Christopher 1i. Hibler & wf 

Arthur L. Bosley et al 
Trustees 

William P. Cole 

Upton S. Brady 

Dr. Grafton M:. Bosley, by way of Last ~111 & Testament recorded 
in Will Book 12/111 appointed Arthur L. Bosley and Richard H. 
Pleasants his Trustees with power to sell his real estate. 
(Will dated January 14, 1901) 



TAX ASJESSMENT RECORDS 

Henry v. Shirley 

Lot Northwest corner Pennsylvania & Central Aves. 100' 
Frame House 

Lot 100 1 x 150' North side Pennsylvania Ave 100 1 West of Central 
rtBosley" 

Lot 100 1 x 150' Pennsylvania & Central 
House 30' x 34', 10' x 14 1 

Other building 

Lot 100 1 x 150' Pennsylvania adj. lot above. 

Auto 

r I 
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I•:ORTGAGE ?.2COR.D 

}fortgage Jook 210, Folio 131 July 15, 1899 

Dr • ..irafton )f. 3osley to the Maryland Title Insurance & Trust Company 

for $11,,Soo 

Twelve lots situated :fest of Towson represented on a plat filed with 
the mortgage. 

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following 
Avenues represented on the plat "are hereby dedicated to public use ••• ": 

Chesapeake Avenue 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Allegheny Avenue 
Highland Avenue 
Bosley Avenue 
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