LA 1738

CAPSULE
# 1,00 W. PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley waes initislly responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He was @ prominent land owner who is especially noted
for heving donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue,

d. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue, and later Central Avenue were laid our
for accessibility to lots ready for public development.

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercial growth of
central Towson slowly creeping into their neighborhood. This house, however,
has remained residential and retains most of its original fabric. This is an
especlally gzood example of lzte Victoriana, It combines the features of the
Queen Anne Style which include verious surface materisls, projections and differ-
ent rooflines with the Japanese influence of the Shingle Style which cen be seen
in the wood shingles and concave shapes.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Exterior Only:

This house on the corner of Pennsylvania and Centrsl Avenues is very
distinguishable among its neighbors. It is one of the earlier houses in the
arza and contains seversl festures representstive of the late Victorian period.

The 2 story frame structure with an attic rests on a stone foundstion and
is topped with an equilsterally hipped roof with very deep esves. The exter-
ior walls are covered with thin germen clapboards, the roof with slate. The
fenestrsotion is a regular 6/1 sash with louvered shutters. The building is
the equivalent of three bays square.

The scuth fscade is the maln facsde. 3RBecsuse tuis house was observed
from the street only, bushes and trees obscured deteil features. Howsver, it
is observed that the first story is covered with @ full hipped-roof porch
supported by square columns snd surrounded by a balustered railing. The en-
trance door is off center to the west and has side lights and transom. The
east bay is occuplied by a swell front which can be seen clearly on the second
story., This polygonsl projection is topped with 2 gsbled roof which is vented
by a six light casement window. Most interesting is that this gable is covered
with brown wooden shingles and the gsble sides 'have s slight concave curve.
This charecteristic is repeated on several other features of the house. and is
reflective of the japanese influence on the Shingle 3tyle. There is sz concave-~
shaped dormer with two 8 light cssement windows and s hipped roof. This too
is covered with wooden shingles znd occupies the west bay of the roof.

The porch of the south facade wes at one time a wrap around as is charsc-
teristic of a corner lot house. However, the porch has been enclosed on the
east facade and occupies one-half of the first story. The northernmost bay
conteins a polygonal bay window topped with 2 hip-like hood. Only the outer
bays of the second level are occupied by window.

& large centrally located gsble dormer sits atop the roof and is again
characterized by the concave slant of the sides and is covered with wooded
shingles. It is vented by two &/1 sash windows. This dormer gives the
facade a unique appesrance because the geble end itself is concave, a flue
chimney pierces the ridge and the shingles between the windows have been
designed to form a dismond shape.

The north fascade too contains s polygonsl bay window in the westernmosi
one~half of the first story. All three bays sre occupied by windows on the
second level. The roof contsins a centrally located dormer similar to the
one on the south fescade.

The west fscade could not be seen.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

CONT

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley waes initislly responsible for the residential devel-
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted
for having donsted part of his estate for thesite of the Court House and Jail
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsylvania dvenue,
W. Chesapeake 4venue, Highland Avenue, end later Central Avenue were laid out
for accessibility to lots ready for public development.

Presently, ereas such as west Towson are seeing the commercisl growth
of central Towson slowly creeping into their neighborhood. This house, how-
ever, hss remained residentiel and retains most of its originel fsbric. This
is an especially good example of late Victoriana. It combines the features
of the Queen Anne Style which include various surface materisls, projections
and different rooflines with the Japanese influence of the Shingle Style
which can be seen in the wood shingles and concave shapes.

INUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Baltimore County Land Records
Beltimore County Tex Assessment Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

- VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LI‘ST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' COUNTY
STATE ' COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE i
D. 0. Schultz WAYNE L. NIELD, I]

ORGANIZATION - HIS TURIC TOWSON, INC. DATE
STREET & NUMBER ) - TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR # LOO %W. PENNSYLVANIA AVE.

LIBER FOLIO DAT=

1080

991

564

33k

311

285

287

252

148

GRANTOR

September 1L, 1939 Home Owners Loan, Corp.

GRANTEER

John J. Reuss & wife

Beginning et the corner of the north side of Pennsylvania Ave. with
the west side of Central Ave. midway between 3Bosley and Highland
Aves. (see plet filed with mortgage dated July 15, 1899 Book 210/131)
Northerly slong the west side of Central Ave. 150 feet, Westerly 100
feet, Southerly 150 feet, Easterly 100 feet to beginning.

L05

370

96

554

197

121

353

March 1, 1937

December 12, 1922

September 19, 19508

April 1, 1907

April 18, 1905

April 28, 1503

May L, 1901

Augustus A. Piper
Assignee

Henry G. Shirley

Christopher A. Hibler & wi.

Arthur L. Bosley et al
Trustees

W1lliam P. Cole & wife

Upton S. Brady

Arthur L. Bosley et al
Trustees

Home Owners Loan, Corp.

Frederick J. Troll & wife

Henry G. Shirley

Christopher 4. Hibler & wi

Arthur L. Bosley et al
Trustees

William P, Cole

Upton 5. Brady

Br, Grafton M. Bosley, by way of Last Will & Testament recorded
in Will Book 12/111 zppointed Arthur L. Bosley and Richard H.
Pleasants his Trustees with power to sell his real estate.
(Will deted Jeznuary 1L, 1901)
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TAX AS3ESSMENT RECORDS

Henry G. Shirley

1911:

Lot WNorthwest corner Pennsylvanie & Central Aves. 100!
Frame House
1917
Lot 100' x 150' ¥North side Pennsylvania Ave 100' West of Central
"Bosley"
1918:
Lot 100' x 150' Pennsylvania & Central
House 30' x 34', 10' x 1!
Other building

Lot 100' x 150' Pennsylvania adj. lot above.

Auto

[



Bh-175

Mortgsge 3ook 210, Folio 131  July 15, 1899
Dr. grafton . 3osley to the Maryland Title Insurasnce % Trust Company
for 311,500

Twelve lots situated West of Towson represented on a plat filed with
the mortgage.

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following
Avenues represented on the plat "are hereby dedicsted to public use...™:

Chesapeake Avenua
Pennsylvania Avenue
Allegheny Avenue
Highland Avenue
Bosley Avenue

T N ‘
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