
CA?SULE 
JAJ:>'.IES KELLEY HOUSE 

Dr. 8-rafton H. Bosley was initially responsible for the residential devel­
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted 
for having donated part of m .. s estate f:Jr the site of the Court Ho"ctse and Jail 
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny .Avenue, 1.;;1. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
W. '.;hesapeake Avenue, Highlana. ;~venue and later Central Avenue were laid ou:t 
for accessibility to lots ready for public development. Alth::iugh he died in 
1901 before much developrnent took place, Dr. Bosl~y was represented by his trust­
ees who continued to administer his land. 

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing tbe commercial growth of 
central Towson slowly creeping into their own neighborhood. However, very few 
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and many commercial 
alterations have been sensative to the residential quality home 01mers are hoping 
to maintain. 

This residence is of a later design than most of its neighbors but never­
theless coexists well with their Shingle and Queen Anne Styles. The brownish 
stucco, brick w:::irk and slate r:::iof c:::imbine to create a structure which blends 
nicely vJi th its environment. 
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CHECK ONE 

X....ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE May,J 979 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Exterior Only: 

The 2~ story three bay wide stucco house that stands at # 406 TJ. Penn­
sylvania Avenue has a gable r'.)of and a highs tucco foundation. The south 
facade possesses a centrally located entrance which is shielded by a gable 
hooded roof supported by square columns resting on stuccoed piers with brick 
tops. The e8st and west bays have 6/1 light sash windows on the first story. 
The fenestration of tbe second story is the same excepting the central win­
dow w~ich is ~maller. There are two evenly placed slate shed-roof dormers 
in the slate roof, each one lighted by a 8/1 sash window. 

The first story of the west facade has a wood door with 15 lights oc­
cupying the central bay. Tlvo small l.i/4 sash windows are l:::icated on either 
side o.f .this door. The flat-roof porch has four r:::rundedmod columns with 
a wood railing. The floor of the porch has tongue-and-groove boarding and 
there is lattice work under the porch floor. The central bay of the second 
story has a wood door with 15 lights which is smaller than that of the first 
story. The sash windows in the north and south bays have 8/1 lights. This 
story has a sun porch which is surrounded by a ;;.JTought iron railing. 

The west half of the north facade's first story has a half hipped roof 
entranceway with a small porch and enclosure. The sash window in the en­
closure has 6/1 light sash window. There is a bulkhead located between 
the enclosure and the edst bay. Between the first and sec:md stories there 
is a 6/1 light sash window in the center bay which probably is a light for 
a staircase i-tl thin. The sash windows of the second story have 6/6 lights. 
The dormer in the center of the roof has a hipped slate roof and its sash 
window has 8/1 lights. To the east of the dormer there is a brick chimney. 
The north and south bays of the first story have 8/1 lights sash windows 
but the north bay window is the smaller of the two. The windows in the 
north and south bays of the second story are the same as the first, but 
the central sash v.'indow is much smaller and has 6/1 lights. Like the west 
facade, there is a grouped window in the gable whose two sash windows have 
6/1 lights. 

Behind tne house there is a slate hipped-roof stucco garage. The west 
facade has two wood doors that semble barn doors. They have four windows 
with 8/8 lights. There is a door in the west bay of the soJ.th facade and 
a 6/6 light sash window to the east of it. l~lmost without exception, all 
windows have Wo'.)d lintels, bd.ck sills and louvered shutter's. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_OTHER !SPECIFY) 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1924 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Dr. Jr aft.on ?'I. Bosley was initially responsible for the .residen.tial 
development of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner Wll:J is es'pecially 
noted for having donated part of his estate f;:;r the site of the Court House 
and Jail in 185J. 3y 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsyl­
vania Avenue, w. Chesapeake Avenue, i-Iighland Avenue and later Central l.ve­
nue were laid out for accessibility to lots ready for public development. 
Although he died in 1901 before much development took place, Dr. Bosley 
was represented by his trustees who continued to administer his land. 

Presently, areas such as ;,,rest Towson are seeing the commercial growth 
of central Towson slowly creeping into their own neighborhood. However, 
very few high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and 
many commercial alterations have been sensative to tee rssidential quality 
horne owners are hoping to maintdn, 

This residence is of a later design than most of its neighbors but 
nevertheless coexists well with their Shingle and Queen Anne Styles. The 
brownish stucco, brick work and slate roof c::imbine t::i crea_t-e. a_ s:tructure_ 
which blends nicely with its environment. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Baltimore County Land Records 
3:Jl timore County Tax Assessment Records 

CONTlNUE ON SEJ;>AMTE SHEET If NECESSARY 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attacnrnent 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Mary Sue C:rreisman_-~ ___ W_A_'_f_N_1 E_L_~._f'_J_lE_· L-'--. D_ .. ._, _1_r ______ _.__ _ _,._~~--------
0RGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, lf\JC. DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· I 108 
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR # 406 W. PENl':SYLVANIA AVE. 
Parcel 99, map 70-A 

LI3ER ~ DATE G.RANTOR GRANTEE 

1801 438 DeceQber 16, 1949 Milton R. Smith, Exec. A. Marie Kelley 

472 

(Mary C. Kelley by way of Last Will & Testament 41/333 appointed 
Milton R. Smith Executor of her will with power to sell) 

.Beginning at the northeast corner of Pennsylvania Ave. and Highland 
Ave., Northerly on the east side of Highland 15'0 feet to the south side 
of an alley, Easterly 100 feet, S::iutherly 150 feet, i{esterly 100 feet 
to beginning known as lf 406 W. Pennsylvania Ave. 

407 November 27, 1916 Arthur L • .Bosley et al 
Trustees 

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley, by way of Last Will and Testament 
recorded in Will Book 12/111 dated January 14, 1901, 
appointed .Arthur L. Bosley and Richard H. Pleasants as 
trustees of his estate. 

James & Mary C. Kelley 



TAX ASSESSMENT RECORDS 

James Kelly 

Lot 100 1 x 150' Northeast corner Pennsylvania & Highland Aves. 

Lot 100 1 x 150 1 ~ortheast corner Pennsylvania & Highland Aves. 
3rick Touring in 1916 

NEW - House 28' x 24 1 

Garage 
Durant Touring 1922 
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HORTGAGE ?.i.:CO:tD 

~4ortgage Book 210, Folio 131 July 15, 1899 

Dr. Jrafton :1.1. 3~sley to the 1 .. lar yland .. Title Insurance ·i: Trust Company 

for $11,SOO 

Twelve lots situated -:'lest of rows on represented on a plat filed with 
the mortgage. 

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following 
Avenues represented on the plat 11 are hereby dedicated to public use ••• ": 

Ghesapeake Avenua 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Allegheny Avenue 
Highland Avenue 
Bosley Avenue 
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