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CAPSULE
JAMES KELLEY HOUSE

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley was initially responsible for the residentisl devel-
opment of west Towson. He wes a prominent land owner who is especially noted
for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail
in 1853. 3By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue,

W. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland 4venue znd later Central Avenue were laid outb

for accessibility to lots ready for public development. Although he died in
1901 before much developmeni took place, Dr. Bosley was represented by his trust-
ees who continued to administer his land.

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commercisl growth of
central Towson slowly creeping into their own neighborhood. However, very few
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) snd many commercial
alterations have been sensative to the residential quality home owners are hoping
to maintein.

This residence is of a later design then most of its neighbors but never=-
theless coexists well with their Shingle and Qusen Anne Styles. The brownish
stucco, brick work and slate roof combine to create a2 structure which blends
nicely with its environment. :
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

TBINAME

HISTORIC

James Kelley House
AND/OR COMMON

EJLOCATION
STREET & NUMBER
) L06 W. Pennsylvania Ave.
CITY, TOWN - CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Towson . —— VICINITY OF Minth
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Baltimore
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT ~ __PUBLIC X occuriep __AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
_¥BUILDING(S) XPRIVATE —_UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL __PARK
—STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
a —SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT __INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL —_TRANSPORTATION
i=NO , —MILITARY —OTHER:
Y OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME o o ’
4o Marie Kelley Telephone #:
STREET & NUMBER
Unknown
CITY, TOWN , STATE, Z1ip code
____ VICINITY OF
T AL DESCRIPTION .
. [HILOCATION OF LEG : Liber #: 1801
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 138
REGISTRY OF DEEDS;ETC.

County Courts Building

STREET & NUMBER

CITY, TOWN STATE
— Zoygon
[} REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE __.COUNTY _LOCAL
- DEPOSITORY FOR

SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE
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CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED _XUNALTERED X_ORIGINAL SITE ;
XGOOD __RUINS —ALTERED _MOVED DATE May,1979
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Exterior Only:

The 2% story three bay wide stucco house thst stends at # 406 ¥W. Penn-
sylvania Avenue has a gable roof and e high s tucco foundation. The south
facade possesses a centrally located entrance which is shielded by 2 gable
hooded roof supported by square colurms resting on stuccoed plers with brick
tops. The esst and west bays have 6/1 light sash windows on the first story.
The fenestrstion of the second story is the same excepting the central win-
dow wnich is smeller. There are two evenly placed slate shed-roof dormers
in the slate roof, each one lighted by a 8/1 sash window.

The first story of the west facade has a wood door with 15 lights oc-
cupying the centrsl bay. Two small L/l sash windows are located on either
side of this door. The flst-roof porch has four roundedwood columns with
a wood railing. The floor of the porch has tongue-and-groove bosrding and
there is lattice work under the porch floor. The central bay of the second
story has & wood door with 15 lights which is smeller than thet of the first
story. The sash windows in the north and south bays have 8/1 lights. This
story has a sun porch which is surrounded by a wrought iron railing.

The west helf of the north facade's first story has a half hipped roof
entrancewsy with e smell porch and enclosure. The sash window in the en-
closure has 6/1 light sash window. There is a bulkhead located between
the enclosure and the esst bay. Between the first and second stories there
is a 6/1 light sash window in the center bay which probably is a light for
a staircase within. The sash windows of the second story have 6/6 lights.
The dormer in the center of the roof hes & hipped slate roof and its sash
window has 8/1 lights. To the east of the dormer there is a brick chimney.
The north and south bays of the first story have 8/1 lights sash windows
but the north bzy window is the smeller of the two. The windows in the
north and south bays of the second story sre the same as the first, but
the central sassh window is much smaller and has 6/1 lights. Iike the west
facade, there is a groupsd window in the gable whose two sash windows have
6/1 lights.

Behind tne house there is a slate hipped-roof stucco gserazge. The west
faczde hzs two wood doors that sembls barn doors. They have four windows
with 8/8 lights. There is s door in the west bay of the south facade and
2 6/6 light sash window to the east of it. Almost without exception, 21l
windows have wood lintels, brick sills and louvered shutters.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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K} SIGNIFICANCE
//"'\

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC -—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING — LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —_CONSERVATION —LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1598 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 L ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY ___SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
--1700-1799 —ART _—ENGINEERING __MuUSIC — THEATER
.1800-1899 — COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
X._1900- . COMMUNICATIONS ——INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _~OTHER {SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 192}4 ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ir. Jrafton M. Bosley was inltielly responsible for the TESLd°1$¢81
development of west Towson. He wss & prominent land owner wuo is especially
noted for hsaving doneted pasrt of his estste for the site of the Court House
and Jail in 1853. 23y 1899, Bosley Avenue, Allegheny Avenue, W. Pennsy
vania Avenue, W. Chesepeake Avenue, dighland avenue and later Central Ave-
nue were laid out for accessibility to lots ready for public development.
Although he died in 1901 before much development took place, Dr. Bosley
was represented by his trusteeq who continued to administer his lend.

o Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the commerc1al growth
of central Towson slowly creeplng into their own neighborhood. However,
very few high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and
many commercial slteretions have been sensetive to the residentisl quality
home owners are honlpv to maintein,

This residence is of s later design than most of its neighbors but
nevertheless coexis t well with their Shingle and Queen fnne Styles. The
bwowniﬁh stucco, brick work and slate roof combine to create s siructure.

ich blends nicely with its environment.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Baltimore County Lend Records
Baltimore County Tax Assessment Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA —

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attechment

LIST ALL STATES.AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

2

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
ES1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Mary Sue Greisman~  WAYNE L NIELD I .

ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. _ . DATE
STREET & NUMBER ) TEITEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR # LO6 W. PENNSYLVANIA AVE.
Parcel 99; map 70-4

Li3ER FOLIO DATE GRANTCOR GRANTEE

1801 438 December 16, 1949 Milton R. Smith, Exec. A. Marie Kelley
(Mary C. Kelley by way of Last Will & Testement L1/333 appointed
Milton R. Smith Zxecutor of her will with power to sell)
Beginning at the northeast corner of Pennsylvaniz Ave. and Highland
Ave., Northerly on the east side of Highland 150 feet to the south side
of an alley, Easterly 100 feet, Southerly 150 feet, Westerly 100 feet
to beginning known as # LO6 . Pennsylvania Ave.

L72 407 November 27, 1914  Arthur L. Bosley et al James & Mary C. Kelley

Trustees

Dr. Grafton M, Bosley, by way of Last Will and Testament
recorded in Will Book 12/111 dated Jsnuary 1k, 1901,
appointed Arthur L. Bosley snd Richard H. Pleasants as
trustees of his estate.

I T
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TAX ASSESSMENT RECORDS

James Kellz

1919:

Lot 100' x 150' Northesst corner Pennsylvenia & Highland Aves.

1923:

——

Lot 100! x 150! Northeast corner Pennsylvania & Highland Aves.
Brick Touring in 1916

1924:
NEW - House 28' x 2i!

Garage
Durant Touring 1922

i LA
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Mortzage 3ook 210, Folio 131  July 15, 1899

g

Dr. yrafton ¥, 3osley to the HMaryland Title Insursnce & Trust Company
for $11,500

Twelve lots situated West of Towson represented on a plat filed with
the mortgage. ‘ '

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following
Avenues represented on the plat "ere hereby dedicsted to public use...™:

Chesapeake Avenua
Pennsylvania Avenue
Allegheny Avenue
Highland Avenue
Bosley Avenue
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