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CAPSULE 

Dr. Grafton M. Bosley was initially responsible f:::>r the residential devel
opment of west Towson. He was a prominent land owner who is especially noted 
for having donated part of his estate for the site of the Court House and Jail 
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, Alleghehy Avenue, W. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
w. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland Avenue, and later Cent.Fal Avenue were laid out for 
accessiblilty to lots ready f0r public development. Although he died in 1901 
before much development took place, Dr. Bosley was represented by his trustees 
who c::mtinued to administer his land. 

Presently, areas such as west Towson are seeing the c:::>mrnercial growth of 
central Towson slowly creeping into their own neighborhood. However, very few 
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and many commercial 
alterations have been sensative to the residential quality home owners are hoping 
to maintain. 

This house is one of ::mly a few still remaining along Bosley Avenue. There 
have been slight alterations but basically it contains most of its original char
acter. 

The gambrel roof is unfortunatly the only one of its type in this neighborhood 
and combines with the wooden shingles to create a good exa:nple of a Shingle Style 
structure. 
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II DESCRI}-lTION 

_EXCELLENT 

:£GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

b ~-11y.t 
CHECK ONE 

~RIGINAL SITE 

_MovED DATEMay, 1979 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Exterior Only: 

Although many residential structures have disappeared 
along Bosley Avenue due to the widening of the road or the 
commercial growth, the 400 block between Pennsylvania Avenue 
and Chesapeake Avenue has remained in tact. Among these is 
the lt story frame structure at# 406. This building is two 
bays wide, a larger two ba;ws deep, and rests on a concrete 
foundation. The most characterizing features include the 
steeply pitched slate gambrel roof and the brown woode~ 
shingles. (These shingles, however, are in the process of 
being painted) • 

The east facade faces Bosley Avenue. The south bay contains 
an entrance way and door. 

The north bay is occupied by a pair of 6/1 sash windows 
with louvered shutters. 

A porch covers the entire first level, the flat roof of 
which is supported by two C'lusters of three square columns. 
These columns rest on the shingled railing which partially 
encloses the porch area. Lattice work is between the porch 
and the ground. 

The most characterizing feature of this building is the 
large dormer of the north and south facades which compose 
the second story. These shed roof dormers extend within 
approximately one foot of the eaves of the main roof. 

The symmetry of the north facade is broken with the 
placement of an exterior end brick. chimney in the east bay 
which breaks the eaves of the roof as well as the dormer. 
Although there is a first story window directly east of the 
chimney, the second story is windowless. The west end of the 
first story contains a projecting bay window with a pair of 
6/1 sash ligr1ting the area within. 

Casement cellar windows are on this facade as well as 
the west and south. 

The west facade is unlike the east in several ways. 
The south bay is composed of an entrance door close to the 
center, while the end portion is enclosed with six-light 
casement windows. A slate shed roof covers both and has a 
sky blue tongue-and-groove ceiling. 

The upper story of this bay is windowless. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 
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_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES 1.i'irst quarter 20th centur;y-BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

Dr. ~}rafton :VI. 13osley was initially responsible for the residential devel
opment of west Towson. He was a prDmin 1ant laud owner who is especially n;:ited 
for having donated part of his estote for the site of the Court Hoc;_se and Jail 
in 1853. By 1899, Bosley Avenue, i11legheny Avenue, ';,'. Pennsylvania Avenue, 
w. Chesapeake Avenue, Highland A.venue, and later Central Avenue were laid out fc:ir 
accessibility to lots ready for public development. Althc:iugh he died in 1901 
bef:::ire much developrpe~nt took place, Dr. B::>sley was represented by his trustees 
who continued to adrninister his land. 

Presently, areas such as west Tows:::in are seeing the commercial growth of 
central Towson al owly creeping into their own neighborhood. However, very few 
high rises are seen here (existing only on two border areas) and many commercial 
alterations have been sensative to the residential quality home :::iw"Tiers are hoping 
t2 maintain. 

I'his house is one of only a few still remain:rng along Bosley Avenue, There 
have been slight alterations but basically it contains most of its original char
acter. 

The gambrel roof is unfortunatly the only one of its type in this neighborhood 
and combines with the wooden shingles t:l create a go::id example of a Shingle Style 
structure. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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·VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRl~T_tqN 

See Attachment 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

D. Owings Schultz 
ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

WAYNE L N!tLD ff 
HIS10RIC IOWSON, lNC DATE 
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STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- I 108 



1) 

2) 

3) 

CHAIN OF TITLE FOR # 406 BOSLEY Av'E. 
Parcel 401, Map 70-A 

LIBER FOLIO DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE -- --
5913 

5913 

5041 

4960 

4960 

642 

622 

622 

783 July 21, 1978 3tewart Directories, Inc. Myland P. Stewart III 

3eginning at the westernmost side of Bosley Ave at the distance 
180 Feet South 13° 59' ',;lest fr;:,m the intersection of the western-

"most side of Bosley Ave with the so.ithernmost side of Pennsylvania 
Ave. South 130 59 1 West 50 feet, North 76° 1 1 West 150 feet, North 1J0 

59' East 50 feet, South 76° 1 1 East 150 feet to beginning known 
as # Lo6 Bosley Ave. 

782 July 21, 1978 Cashel, Inc. Jtewart Directories, 

234 October 6, 1969 Marion C. Powers Cashel, Inc. 

331 J~nuary JO, 1969 The Laurie Corporation Marion (' Powers v. 

329 January JO, 1969 Donald !~l. Powers & wife Laurie Corporation 

Inc. 

99 January 18, 1927 Christian '.·;'ill & wife Donald ''/. Powers & wife 

220 August 19, 1925 Galvin R.. Titlow & wife Christian 11.Till & wife 

206 August 12, 1925 Samuel H. Hampshire & wife Calvin R. Ti tl:::>w 

From the three following deeds: 

536 447 February 4, 1921 T;'ll. Jill Smith Samuel H. Hampshire & wife 

5ti2 l.i53 July 14, 1921 ~:j. :Jill Smith Samuel H. Hampshire & wife 

542 513 July 19, 1921 '';\{. J-ill Smith Samuel H. Hampshire & wife 



406 Bosley Ave. title, page 2: 
~-\l~f 

377 November 2, 1917 Elmer J. Cook, trustee W. Gill Smith 

Beginning on the north side of Qhesapeake Ave. with the West side 
of Bosley Ave. Westerly 150 feet, Northerly 180 feet ••• Southerly 
180 feet to beginning. 

MORTGAGE: 

402 March 26, 1913 

For $3,000 

1-farion H. Merryman et al W. Gill Smith 



~-\1Y I 

I·:ORT::JAGE ?...6CORD 

i'iortgage Jook 210, Folio 131 July 15, 1899 

Dr. :..Trafton :1. 3osley to the Haryland Title Insura!1ce 3.: Tru.st Company 

for .$11,.500 

Twelve lots si tu.ated ~vest of rows on represented on a plat filed with 
the mortgage. 

For the purpose of making accessible the said lots, the following 
Avenues represented on the plat "are hereby dedicated to public use ••• ": 

Chesapeake Avenua 
Pennsylvania Avenue 
Allegheny Avenue 
Highland Avenue 
Bosley Avenue 
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