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Based on the limited amount of information that has been supplied, the Essex Elementary School Buildings have not been shown to 
possess sufficient local historic significance to meet the National Register Criteria at this time. Although they may be two of the 
oldest buildings in the community of Essex, no association with significant events has been established beyond the very limited 
role of the buildings as the town's elementary school for about a 10-year period between 1916 and 1925. In addition, no evidence 
has thus far been presented that these frame, 4-room school buildings of the early 20th c. are distinctive examples, particularly at 
the local level, of a type or period of construction. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The two Essex Elementary School structures are one-story, rectan­
gular, frame buildings with brown wood-shingle covering and gable 
roofing. The structures stand on brick foundations. Entrance is by 
way of projecting vestibules or pavilions, which are also gable-roofed. 
Double doors with multi-paned windows provide access. The classrooms 
are lighted on the long dimension of the buildings by clusters of sash 
windows, five sashes per cluster, i::vith 6-over-6 window arrangement. 
Louvered wooden vents are provided in the gable ends of each building 
at attic level. There are crawl basem.ents and heating is provided by 
hot air systems. 

Each school has a pair of brick, outside end-chimneys, and the 
easternmost: structu:r;e has corbelled caps on its chimneys. 

Architectural style is functional, but the multiple windows suggest 
colonial revival details of the period. In places, the shing-les have 
been lost, and repairs have been made with composition clapboard mater­
ials. In other spots, lost shingles reveal an under layer of narrow 
wooden siding~ The proponents of restoration note that the five wooden 
steps leading to the vestibul~s make access difficult for a clientele 
of older persons. A number of graffiti statements adorn the rear fa­
cades, and one slogan is painted on the surface of the rear roof itself. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY , __ 
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. The property and buildings on the sites of 600-606 Dorsey i\venue 
has served the Essex Community for 63 years. It was the site of the 
first Essex Elementary' School. The first clapboard, frame building to 
serve as the school was built in 1916. It and three portables housed 
111 students. The portables were heated by coal stoves at the back of 
the room and had a water supply consisting of a metal bucket and dipper. 
There was no indoor plumbing. In 1920, an additional building was 
erected next to the original. 'l1hese two main buildings consisted of 
two rooms on each side of a hallway. 

Due to an increasing school population, the present Essex Elemen­
tary School was to be built to handle the burden in 1925. However, the 

,~ two original buildings and grounds continued to serve Essex residents. 
The Essex Health Center maintained its offices there for 25 years. In 
September 1961, the Essex Community College began a full-time program 
on tllis site. The main buildings were used as a library and classrooms. 
Additional temporary buildings were erected. In 1967, the college moved 
from its Dorsey site to the present campus on Rossville Boulevard. Af­
ter that, Essex Elementary School returned to its original home for use 
as an annex and kindergarten. The buildings now house the Essex-Dorsey 
Senior Center. The surrounding grounds have also been used as the first 
playing field for the original girls' softball team in 1956 and in more 
recent years has been the site of an air-sampling station for the area. 

Thi~ site in Essex has certainly a local, historical value and Es­
sex citizens have urged that the outer facade be maintained in its ori­
ginal condition and that it be considered a Baltimore County Historic 
Landmark. · 

There are a variety of opinions about the future of the buildings, 
as reported in the community newspaper: 

'.I'he senior center now has use of only 
half of the western building, but the 
agency has promised it access to the 
other half. Turning away prospective 
Essex seniors, reportedly by the dozens, 
the group is convinced it could actually 
fill both structures. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The county agency seems to be favoring 
that option, but is awaiting suggestions 
from an architect before presenting spe­
cific ideas for remodeling. 

However, the design proposed by the 
county ~ay turn out not to be exactly 
what preservationists like Mrs. Ward have 
in mind. She has stated she considers 
the Dorsey Avenue facade the aspect most 
worthy of preservation. 

"I think we should keep the outside of 
the front as it is and renovate the in­
side," she said. She commented the frame 
units could even be expanded if the addi­
tions are made in the.rear. 

Mrs. Ward has obtained support of her 
view from a countywide group for the el­
derly, the Baltimore County Association 
of Senior Citizen Organizations (BACSCO) • 
The 80-ish resident said she will ask the 
local Heritage Society for its endorse­
ment at tonight's meeting. 

"'rhere are so many people in Essex 
who've had an association with those 
buildings. I feel certain that they sup­
port me 100 percent in making them a 
landmark." 

Yet, another member, of the center's 
Building Committee emphasizes that renova­
tion of the structures should be planned 
from a basically practical viewpoint. The 
division of local opinion, Aging office 
officials said, makes more difficult a de­
cision on exactly what should be done. 

Victor J. Basta, the Building Committee 
member, thinks the two halves of the site 
should be bridged by a new main entrance. 
The .separate entrances to each would be 
eliminated. 

This enclosure would make use of the en­
tire site as a senior center more conveni­
ent, especially in bad weather, he points 
out ..•• 

Because local spokesmen are split in 
their opinions, Office on Aging officials 
say they are in a precarious position. 
Greg Mitchell, in charge of facilities for 
the agency, said he thinks the concept of 
keeping the buildings separate has histor­
ical merit, but a protected walkway be­
tween them would be an improvement. 

"So many of the seniors who attend the 
center attended the grade school as chil­
dren. I can certainly understand the his­
torical value it must provide for them, 11 

he commented. 
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However, the facilities coordinator for 
the same bureau, Michael Brandt, said the 
feasibility of two separate buildings was 
questionable. "We are exploring all the 
alternatives, however," he said, "and it 
is impossible to say which way it will 
go. " ( 1) 

Greg Mitchell of the Department of Aging informed the Landmarks Preser­
vation staff that his agency has a plan developed by Richard P. Brown Asso­
ciates, to renovate the buildings; they also have a grant from the Depart­
ment of Energy for a passive energy installation. (2) 

Notes: 

1. "Preservation Sought for Dorsey Buildings," Essex Times, December 7, 
1978. 

2. Greg Mitchell, Baltimore County Department of l'~ging, to author, July 
1979. 
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ll1JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1. 3 8 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning at SE corner of Woodward Drive and Dorsey Avenue, running 
N21° 10-l/2 1 W on Woodward; 300 feet; thence N68° 49-1/2'E 200 feet; 
thence 821° 10-l/2'E 300 feet to Dorsey Avenue; thence S68° 49-l/2'W 
200 feet on Dorsey Avenue. The school occupies Lots 1 through 4 on 
Dorsey Avenue, Plat Book LMcLM 9, f. 74, 75, Revised Plat of Tavlor 
Land Company. -· 

LIST ALL STATES AND-CClUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STA1E None couNTY None 

·--------------"·--ST!l.TE COUNTY 

None None 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was off.icially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property r_ights. 
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