
CAPSULE 
LEWIS JOB RIDER HOUSE 

Anyone doing historical research in the 'I1owson area is 
likely to find references to the Rider family with one of the 
most frequent in the 19th century being the calling of Joppa 
Road the "road to Riders Switch." Present day Riderwood was 
an important stop on the Northern Central Railway in both this 
century and the last. 

There are more physical remains of the several Rider farms 
than one might suppose since both early and late subdivision 
has resulted in fairly dense development. Throughout the Joppa 
Road - Thornton area, however, there are at least one half of 
a dozen or more buildings which are the survivors of a period 
when the Riders were the controllers of this land involved in 
both agriculture and manufacturing. This house is one of them 
and is the earliest standing Rider residence. 

The original portion of the house is a simple one room 
down and one up, heated by the fireplaces of a single interior 
end chimney. It is built of native stone'but has been added 
onto with frame constructions more than once. The Lewis Job 
Rider House is a part of a lifestyle that left this area well 
over one hundred years ago and is a document of the very form
ative years of the Towson area. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

i;_:xterior : s:.uo 

The original portion of tis house is a twJ stort one room down/ 
on up stone house with a finis ed attic . able- end roof caps th stone 
block w ·ch i.s only two long bays ~ide anrl the eq rtvalent of t.wo shortPr 
bays in depth . The •all., are made o · uncoursed br..i mis ti ru1ldRtone (gneiss?). 
"'hrr' is .:> 1 r e in "rior end ctiimney wi. t~ a st"'lnc cap .:>n the east Pnd . 
('!'ho build 111.,. f"'c:es Nor th- South) 

The nortl l'.ecade is pnrtially obliterated by M1 r.mclosed oorch . Inside 
the enc l osure , h'>u ver, on<> can SP.r> the ori~inal first story. ':'he building 
was painted Rhi ti'\ at one tiflle r:i d th or'lbable fenestr ation oi' a centr al 
t>nt.rance with flank.in• windo11s has been alt red . There arc onl y to winfiopa 
on the second level wtth th~t of the west r~ bay actJally hPin~ a door . 
'ibere ts no vidPnce of a second st~ry p,allery nnd nral bistorv relates tl t 
t ere w~c an exterior servsnts stairs . The winJ~ws are 6/6 sash ·rith thick 
wooden lintels . 

"'he stoop ortion is enlarg~d hy a lat 'ictorian fra~e 
ti e west en'i . Tl _s :iddi ti on 'l' i ves an over all L- shape pl an . 
t e addition run ,;ith the hou e ( ast- re.st) and two 'llore run 
The f a e is cov red n'"itb J rrnan sitlin • 

ad i ti on on 
'!\-10 bays of 

forth .. South . 

T e east end 01 thestone block ia wi.ndo less exce t for snall case
nt in the attic on the north si e of tne cbirriil y. An unv ri1iea re.ort of 

a datin.,. stone on t · s f cade remains unproven. Tnic vines and snow 
hDmpered th search (2/l~/79) . 

1hile the north facad& is the . resent 11f:' nt 11 , the south facade with 
its orientation to Joppa noad (apprrncitnately 100 yards out!J) is the original 
front . rh centrally located entrance has a sir. •le sash window on either 
side on th first level &hat ar~ complimented with a pair of' sash windows 
cibove . The shed roofed st ingled dor11ier~ of this side are probably addi 'tlons . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Interior: 

Although there has been alterations, the stone p::irtion has the appearance 
of the :Jriginal one-room-up I one-r:::iom-down plan. 

A synall crawl space bsneath tt;_;_s main block reveals a stcme f:::iundation 
~ith walls appr:::iximately 2' high. ~ost original fabric has been c:::ivered, how
ever, one log j'.)ist tied int"J the st::me walls can be seen. A r::assive chimney 
support of field stone is located on the east end. ThicK random width flooring 
for the level ab'.)ve can also be seen. 

'~he first level now contains certain features apparently "Jf Victorian 
alter2ti'Jn. These incLde the squar•? newel ;::i:ist, squore balust,;rs ar.c. ;_:ilain 
step er:ds '.)f the stairway "Jn the n':lrth we:i:'..l. 

',"he m'.)st cbrninant characteristic is the large in"':,eri'.)r end cdmney pr'J
jecting intJ the rJJrn 22tr ond the massive fireplace CJntained vrithin~ 1~1:his 

fireplace d0es. D'Jt appear t0 be 'Jriginal, h~wever, it is unusual in that it is 
c':lrnp'.)sed of large, exa~er2ted st::mes (Thf? Sun r°"Rgazine, Janu2ry 6, 1971-i rec:irds 
these as beinr, volcanic rock). "'ht? '.lpening r~easures 511 11 wide, 36'1 high and 
29'~ deep. An ir:m lintel and 1r.rr'Ju,co;J:ot ir:m crane are att0ched. fi, '''=ry )lain 
:rwntel shelf neasurin'J' 3 '' x 8 11 2nd rcinnin·~ thP length '.)f the fireplace is 
supp'.lrted by thP s t'Jnes. 

i:tend'Jm ·width flo::ir h::>ards are exrnsed 'Jn the sec ::md st"Jry. "~or the :nc:ist 
part, these boards are continuous from tha east end of the room to the f'liddle 
of the hall. There is, however, a break line in the b::>ards in the nc:irtheast 
corner. 'l'his area PJeasures 6~1 x i~'. It is pr')bable that R srnall stairway 
once '.)Ccupied this c ::Jrn-::r ond has since been encl"Jsed. "ever al 18th century 
as well es :''ederal period h'Juses in the area, includincs the ·~'Jckey T3vern, 
have a wirlding staircase l::>cated in the corner next to the fireplace. 

11 tall firer;lace cm tfie east wall has a pl3in mm1ldins choracteristic of 
the Federal period. The opening measures 25't deep, 36" 1;;1ide end 371,~) 1 high. 

A plain StJ.rr :::nm:.1. measures 6~11 from the cipening. 
S"Jme mouldings an this level are plain, r8ctangular and have a bead ::>n 

the cJrner 9 

~he third level, or a~tic level, hqs 6een finished and reveals little 
in tt":e way of 'Jriginal fabric. T.:fowever, there are similar mouldings as the 
second level. Diffe~ent areas 'Jn the trapezoidal ceilings and knee walls 
reveal mechanically Jnd vertically sawn finishing baards hutt joined and laid 
both h'Jrizontally and vertically. 

It sh::mld bP nated that yrr. Frank 'Tilliarns once saw the number 1?97 
on :me 'Jf these third level walls bsfQre ol terati:ms txlk place. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Anyone doing historical research in the Towson area is 
likely to find references to the Rider family with one of the 
most frequent in the 19th century being the calling of Joppa 
Road the "road to Riders Switch." Present day Riderwood was 
an important stop on the Northern Central Railway in both this 
century and the last. 

There are more physical remains of the several Rider farms 
than one might suppose since both early and late subdivision 
has resulted in fairly dense development. Throughout the Joppa 
Road - Thornton area, however, there are at least one half of 
a dozen or more buildings which are the survivors of a period 
when the Riders were the controllers of this land invol~ed in 
both agriculture and manufacturing. This house is one of them 
and is the earliest standing Rider residence. 

The original portion of the house is a simple one room 
down and one up, heated by the fireplaces of a single interior 
end chimney. It is built of native stone but has been added 
onto with frame constructions more than once. The Lewis Job 
Rider House is a part of a lifestyle that left this area well 
over one hundred years ago and is a document of the very form
ative years of the Towson area, 
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WAYNE L NIELD, II 
HISTORIC TOWSQNil INC~ 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
{301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



L~T WILL & TESTA.:1ENT 
EDWARD RIDER 

134-17 (,<{ 

Edward H.ider Last ;·[ill & Testament 
Will :Sook 3, folio 158 November 23, 1866 

To son L·::m.is Job Rider - " ••• the stone house farm Beginning at the northeast 
corner of John J. Rider field and runnint; down with 
the present fence to the thorn b~sh, thence along 
the center of the land to the country road, the said 
land to be used in common by him and my son Harrison, 
thence northerly along said public road to a stJne 
. "-h 2~5 h i· "' 0 dri".J.." t 0 ·11 H ln c,, e '-' perc, es lD8 0.1. ,-, ul 01.0n 0 uJ. S _,opeJ 
thence eastwardly with said line to its end, to a 
black stone marked J thence at right angle southerly 
6 perches parallel ,.ri_ th the country road till it in
tersects the di visi::m line between my lands and those 
of Henry C. Turnbull; and olso two fields lying east 
of and adjoining the Northern Central -:tail Hoad.n 

111 give ••• to my said s:m Louis Job '.lider the sum of 
fifteen hundred dollars to enable him to build an 
addition to the stone house. 11 



LEWIS JOB RIDER STONE HOUSE 
Parcel 14, ~ap 60 

LIBER FOLIO DATE 

1800 

1387 

1312 

1256 

Li51 January 11, 1950 ::rarry "'. lrian 

3eginning ••• center of Joppa Road at beginning of parcel of land 
dated cTuly 22' 1914 ••• Land Records L33/llb .. Jolm p. Pac a t:J Howard 
L. li.ider •.• being distant 110.21 1 from th8 intersecti::m of thP east

ernmost side of Jider Ave. and the cent~r of Joppa Road ••• 

Hnrlene D. Brubaker ::. wife :,Jilliam F. '3ldke 

Containing 2.16 acre ••• plus 1/5 acre. 

:~:wember 24, 1943 '..J ~ Leonard ?er kins C.c ·wife 1'-forlenP D. 13r~.1::iaker 8.0 wife 

278 October 17, 1%2 LeR'.),Y "!. Polvogt S'. to:d.fe C. I.eon a rd Perkins & wife 

Part of the following two deeds: 

1) 81.JG 171 A9ril 10, 1930 Le'ioy "{. Pol vogt 

Containing 2.16 acres. 

21 
I 827 557 .Aug1rnt JO, 1929 ,J. 'foward Atterbury P.t wf • 

Containing 1/5 acre. 

824 349 June 24, 1929 J. Howard .Atterbury ~twf 

561 LJ2 October 11, 1922 lilLiam Koch ": wife Bn'.)s s. Stockbridge 

541 378 July 1, 1921 Philip D. Schmidt \11 liarn K:::ich 

525 213 JYiay 3, 1920 i:1oward Rider Philip D. Schmidt 



page 2 

433 

192 

114 July 22, 1914 

Containing 12,92 acres 

559 July 2, 1892 

John P. Paca et al 
Trustees 

Angeline A. roster ?o:: hus. 

(j~- /7~ 7 

Hcrt'7ard. Le Rider 

~;lizabeth Stevenson 

ne~inning ••• between land of late L. J'Jb '.i.i'.'1er and Barris::m 'lider ••• 
to the line betwecm L. ,JJb 1.ider and J:)hn :L i=(ider ••• 



L. J::ib Rider - Tax Assessments 

1876 Tax 1\ssessrnent 'tec:::ird f::ir gal tim:Jre County District 9 

L. Job -:i.ider 

Tract of land Riders Station N.C.~.q. 

85 acres at $ 215 

I~provements - St9tion house, 
shop &i: dwell. 

$ 10,625 

1,500 

House, Dairy, Stable 1,100 

$ 13,225 

Furniture $ 65 Live 3t::>ck $ 505 570 

Buggy ~ 60 I~ple~ents e. 202 262 

$ lL,0.57 

• 



INVENTORY LIST 

LEWIS JOB RIDER Liber 25, folio 332 
May 12, 1891 
By Daniel M. Brys:m and William 3. Coe 

Personal Estate: 

Contents of house: 

Parlor 
Second Story Front (room) 
Third Story Front (room) 
Second Story Back (room) 
Dining Room 
Kitchen 
Cellar 

Outside and near house: 

Wo::id Shed 
Wagon Shed and Carriage House 

Tool Room 
Upstairs over tool room 
Room over carriage house 

Hog Pen 
Barn 
Spring House 
Cow Shed 
Sheep House 
Straw Shed 
Mill Field 3arrack 
Cassus Hope Barrack 

Real Estate, Liber 25, folio ~77: 

"A certain tract •.• situate in Baltimore County at the intersection of 
the Joppa Road and the Northern Central Rail :toad; l;Ying, North. of the 
Joppa Road and West of the RailrQad, containing about 47 acres of 
land, with all the inprovements thereon, consisting of frame dwelling, 
barn and out buildings, old stone house, blacksmith shop and three 
frame dwellingsn Valued at $8,000. 

11;. certain tract ••• by the Joppa Road, the Northern Central Railway 
and the County road containing about l:lia acres with the improvements 
thereon being a frame stone dwelling. 11 Valued at $1,500 



Inventory list, page 2: 

A certain parcel on the north side of Joppa Road near to and Zast 
of the Northern Central Railway containing about 20 acres, improved 
and valued at $2,500 

a certain parcel on the north side of a Public Road leading from 
Joppa Road to Lutherville and East of the Northern Central Railway 
containing 43 acres VJlued at $5,375. 
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