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CAPSULE
LEWIS JOB RIDER HOUSE

Anyone doing historical research in the Towson area is
likely to find references to the Rider family with one of the
most frequent in the 19th century being the calling of Joppa
Road the "road to Riders Switch." Present day Riderwood was
an important stop on the Northern Central Rallway in both this
century and the last,

There are more physical remains of the several Rider farms
than one might suppose since both early and late subdivision
has resulted in fairly dense development. Throughout the Joppa
Road - Thornton area, however, there are at least one half of
a dozen or more buildings which are the survivors of a period
when the Riders were the controllers of this land involved in
both agriculture and manufacturing. This house is one of them
and is the earliest standing Rider residence.

The original portion of the house is a simple one room
down znd one up, heated by the fireplaces of a single interior
end chimney. It is built of native stone’'but has been added
onto with frame constructions more than once., The Lewis Job
Rider House is a part of a lifestyle that left this area well
over one hundred years ago and is a document of the very form-
ative years of the Towson area,
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior: e audL - R A

The original portion of this house is a two story one room down/
one up stone house with a2 finished attic. A gable-end roof caps the stone
block which is only two long bays wide and the equivalent of two shorter
bays in depth. The walls are made of uncoursed brownish fiéldstone (gneissf?).
There is o large interior end chimney with 2 stone cap on the east end. 4
(‘™e buildine faces North-South) I
The north facade is partially obliterated by an enclosed poreh. Insgide
the enclosure, however, one can see the originsl first story. The building
was painted white at one time and the probable fenestration of a central
entronce with Fflanking windows has been altered. There are only two windows
on the second level with that of the western bay actually being s door.
There is no evidence of a3 gecond story gsllery and oral history relates that
there was an exterior servents stairs. The windows are 6/6 sash with thick
wooden lintels.
The stone portion is enlarged by a late Viotorian frame addition on K:)
the west end., This addition gives an over all L-shape plan. Two bays of
the addition run with the house (Bast-West) and two more run North=South.
The frame is covered with German siding.
The east end of thestone block is windowless except for & small cese-
ment in the attic on the north side of the chimney. Aan unverified report of
@2 dating stone on this fscade remains unproven. Thick vines and snow
hampered the search (2/1L/79).
While the north facade is the present "front", the south facade with
its orientation to Joppa Road (approximstely 100 ysrds South) is the originsl
front. The centrally located entrance has a sinzle sash window on either
side on the first level that are complimented with a psip of sash windows
zbove. The shed roofed shingled dormers of this side are probably additions.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Although there has been slterestions, *the stone portion has the appearance
of the original one-roow-up / one-room-down plan,

4 small crawl space beneath this main block reveals z stone foundation
with walls agpproximately 2' high. Most original fabric hes been covered; how=-
ever, one log Joist tied into the stone walls csn be seen. 4 mzssive chimney
support of field s st end. Thick random width flooring

for the level sbo
The first level now contsins certain festures apps
alteration. These include the quafn newel nost, squaore
step ends of the stazirway on the north wall,

t
tone is locasted on the sz
e can also be seen.

e

The most dominant cudracterlstic is the large interior end crhimmey Ddro-
Jecting into the room 22" and the massive fireplsce contained within., This
fireplace does not appear to be originsl, however, it is unusual in thet 1t is
composed of larze, exazerated stones (The Sun Magazine, Janusry 6, 197} records
these as being volcanic rock). The opening messures 5" wide, 36" high and
29" deep. An iron lintel snd wrousht iron crane sre attached. A wery »lain
mentad shelf messurine 3" x 8" and running the length of the firenlsce is

d by the stones,
andom width floor bhoards are exnosed on the second story. ¥or the mosti
part, these boards are continuous from thz east end of the room to ihe dl

middl
of the hall. There is, however, 3 break line in the bosrds in the northeast
corner. This erea measures A%' x L'. It is probsble that s small stairway

once occupied this corner and has since been enclosed. Zeveral 18th century
as well ss Pederal period houses in the ares, including the Cockey Tavern,
have a wirnding staircase located in the corner next to the fireplace.

L tall fireclsce on tne east wall has & plein moulding characterisile of
the Wederal period. The opening messures 25“ deep, 36" wide 2nd 37 high.

7
A plain surround messures %' from the opening.
Some mouldings on this level are plain, rectenguler and have a bead on

the corner.

The third les
in the wzy of or
second level. D

ttic level, has been finished and reveals little
i inal fabric. However, there are similar mouldings as the
piff T ress on the trapezoidal ceilings and knee walls
reveal W?Lﬂcﬂ;CBl v ond vertically sawn finishing boszrds bhutt joined and lsid
hoth horizontal and vertically.
It should He noted thsat Mr. Frank “Hlliasms once saw the number 1787
on one of these third level wslls before alterations took place.

\,
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—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —_INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Mid-19th century

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Anyone doing historical research in the Towson area is
likely to find references to the Rider family with one of the
most frequent in the 19th century being the calling of Joppa
Road the "road to Riders Switch." Present day Riderwood was
an important stop on the Northern Central Railway in both this
century and the last,

There are more physical remains of the several Rider farms

—~ than one might suppose since both esrly and late subdivision
has resulted in fairly dense development. Throughout the Joppa
Road - Thornton area, however, there are at least one half of
a dozen or more buildings which are the survivors of a period
when the Riders were the controllers of this land involwed in
both agriculture and manufaeturing. This house is one of them
and is the earliest standing Rider residence.

The original portion of the house is & simple one room
down and one up, heated by the fireplaces of a single interior
end chimney, It is built of native stone but has been added
onto with frame constructions more than once., The Lewis Job
Rider House is a part of a lifestyle that left this areaz well
over one hundred years ago and is a document of the very form-
ative years of the Towscn area,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Baltimore County Lend Records
Baltimore County Inventory List
Baltimore County Will Records
Baltimore County Tex Assessmant Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY  WAYNE L. NIELD, Il

NAME/ TITLE , HISTORIC TOWSON, INC.

ORGANIZATION DATE
STREET & NUMBER ' TELEPHONE
CITY OR TOWN , STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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WILL & TESTAMENT
EDWARD RIDER

LasS

Edward Rider Last Will & Testament
Will Book 3, folio 158 November 23, 1866

To son Louis Job Rider - "...the stone house ferm Beginning at the northeast
corner of John G. Rider field and running down with
the present fence to the thorn bush, thence along
the center of the land to the Country road, the said
land to be used in commofl by him and my son Herrison,
thence northerly along seid public road to & stone
in the 265 perches line of Addition to Gills Hope,
thence eastwardly with sald line to its end, to s
black stone marked & thence gt right sngle southerly
6 perches parallel *7#th the country roed ti1l it in-
tersects the division line between my lands and those
of Henry C. Turnbull; and slso two fields lying east
of and adjoining the Northern Centrsl Rail Road.”

"I give...t0 my said son Louls Job Rider the sum of
fifteen hundred dollars 12 enable him to build an
addition to the stone house.™




LEWIS JOB RIDER STONE HOUSE

Parcel 1L, Map 69

LIBER FOLIO DATE GRANTOR
1800 k=1 January 11, 1950 william ", Blske et al

center

2, 191kL...Land Records 433/11k...John P.
i a from

and the

ernmost side of Rider Ave,

1387 485 sy 31, 19 “arlene D. Brubsker & wife
Containing 2.16 azcre...plus 1/5 acre.

1312  L8C November 2L, 1943 C. Leonsrd Perkins & wife
1256 278 October 17, 1942 TLeRoy ™. Polvogt & wife
2 &

Part of the following two deeds:

8L8 171 Aoril 10, 1930 Yoward . Rider % wife
Contsining 2,16 zcres,
827 557 August 30, 1929 J. Howard Atterbury % wf.

82} 349 June 2L, 1929 Bnos 3. Stockbridge % wf

Tillism Xoch % wife

October 11, 1922

July 1, 1%21 Philip D. Schmidt

Howard Rider

1,
N
I

May 3, 1920

GRANTEER

of Joppa Road at beginning of parcel of land
Paca to Howard
the intersection of the east-
cent=r of Joppa Road,..

3lake

Marlene D. Brubzker % wife

C. Leonard Perkine & wife

LeRoy ¥. Polvogt

LeRoy M. Polvogt

J. Howard Atterbury &wf

Enos 5. Stockbridge

‘Hlliam Koch

Philip D. Schmidt
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114 July 22, 1914

Containing 12,92 acr

John P. Pacz et al Howard L. Rider
Trustees

es
Angeline A. foster & hus. Flizabeth Stevenson

land of lete L. Job Rider znd Harrison Ridere.,

T.. Job Rider and John . Rider...

[47]
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L. Job Rider - Tax Assessments

1876 Taex Assessment Record for Beltimore County District 9

.. Job Rider

Tract of land Riders Station N.C.R.R.

*
85 acres 2t $ 215 $ 10,625
Improvements -~ Station house,
shop & dwell. 1,500
House, Deiry, 3table 1,100

Furniture 3 65 Tdve 3tock $ 505 570

Buggy S 60 Irmplements & 202 262
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INVENTCRY LIST

EWIS JOB RIDER Liber 25, folio 332
May 12, 1891
By Daniel M. Bryson and William B. Coe

Personal Estate:

Contents of house:

Parlor

Second Story Front (room)
Third Story Front (room)
Second Story Back (room)
Dining Room

Kitchen

Cellar

Qutside and near houses

Wood Shed

Wagon Shed and Carriasge House
Tool Room
Upstairs over toocl room
Room over carriage house

Hog Pen

Barn

Spring House

Cow Shed

Sheep House

Straw Shed

Mill Field Barrack

Cassus Hope Barrack

Real Estste, Liber 25, folio L77:

"A certain tract...situate in Bsltimore County st the intersection of
the Jopps Road and the Northern Central Rail Road, lying North of the
Joppa Road and West of the Reilroad, containing sbout LT acres of
lend, with 211 the inprovements thereon, consisting of frame dwelling,
barn and out buildings, old stone house, blacksmith shop and three
frame dwellings" Valued at $8,000.

i certain tract...by the Joppe Road, the Northern Centrszl Railway
and the County road containing about 1% acres with the improvements
thereon being a frame stone dwelling.® Velued at $1,500




o,

Inventory list, page 2:

BA-176%

4 certain psrcel on the north side of Jopps Road near to and Zast

of the Northern Centrsl Reilway contsining sbout 20 acres, improved
and valued at $2,500

A certain parcel on the north side of a Public Road leading from
Joppa Road to Lutherville and Eest of the Northern Central Rallwey
conteining 43 acres vslued at $5,375.
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