
CAPSULE 

BA 1771 
ST. JOHN'S PA."R.SONAGE 
RUXTON 

After 1835 

PRIVATE 

The small, vernacular style parsonage at St. John's M.E. Church, 
Bellona Avenue, Ruxton, is a plain stone, stucco-covered building of 
almost primitive qualities, three bays wide with a center entrance. 
It is gable roofed with one large shed dormer lighting the upper 
story. This building cannot be found in the 1798 tax list and is 
very likely an addition to the grounds after the establishment of 
a cemetery in 1833 and a church (of logs) in 1835. Stone buildings 
(two) are mentioned in the 1876 tax ledger. This building forms a 
link with the original congregation of free men and slaves who 
assembled here in 1833. A fire of suspicious nature occurred here in 
March 1981, followed two days later by another fire. The roof was 
seriously damaged, much of the interior was scorched, and the 
rear annex was gutted. The loss was mainly to 20th Century materials 
that had been added to the basic stone rectangular cabin of the 
early period. 

NOTE: FOR COMPLETE DESCRIPTION AND OTHER SUPPORTING 
MATERIALS, SEE SURVEY FORM FOR BA-1559, ST. 
JOHN'S M.E. CHl§RCH, 



CAPSULE 

The handsome structure on Bellona Avenue called 11St. John 1 s Churchlf is a 
fine example of Victorian vernacular church architecture being a board-and­
batten building made decorative by fishscale shingles, stained glass and styl­
ized lancet-arch windows. Although constructed in 1886, it is not the original 
church on this site. The present building replaces an earlier church of unde­
termined date. 

Both the Chiffel map of 1852 and the Taylor map of 1857 indicate a ncoloured 
Methodist Meeting Ho'1se 11 on t11is site and there is every reason to believe that 
blacks have been worshipping here since quite a few years before Emancipation. 

In addition to the church building itself the site contains two dwellings 
and quite a few graves. 

\.Vhat is known locally as a 11parsonage1' is a small stone house, one room dovm 
and one above with a frame addition on the rear (west). No positive proof of its 
age has been found but it is said to be the oldest of the three buildings on the 
site and contemporary with the original church. Not the least interesting struc­
ture here is a frame bungalow which in its original state was a board-and-batten 
longitudinally oriented residence very similar in appearance and plan to designs 
offered by Gervase Wheeler in the 19th century. 

As a collection, these buildings and the accompanying graveyard are scarce 
evidence of the fact that blacks have been living, working and worshipping,_. on 
this site for over one-hundred years and probably much longer. Before there was 
a Ruxton or a Lake Roland this area was farmed in the manner of a plantation and 
these buildings appear to be testimony to that fact. 
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July 2, 1980 

Mr. Mark Edwards 
Maryland Historical Trust 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Dear Mark: 

The correct owner of some properties surveyed by 
Historic Towson has turned up. For the sites: 

BA 1559 
~BA 1771 

BA 1772 

at 7534 Bellona Avenue, are part of the St. John's Methodist 
Church complex. The state tax map does not show the parcel 
at all. It belongs to St. John's Church, and tax bills are 
mailed to: 

Ms. Esther E. Scott 
6201 Falls Road 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 

The proper deed reference of 1866 is GHL 51:134. None of these 
parcels belong to anyone named Hughes. 

JWM:vh 

Sincerely, 

,. 
_...------·-- .... ,--~. .~/" 

'---/ /'-'//\..:>'---,' ' 
'-"r 'C _, ~ ~· '"-<•,( i. ,__ 

JOHN W. McGRAIN 
'-Executive Secretary 
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 
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~BUILDINGISI JC.PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 
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II DESCRIPTION 

_ EXCELLENT 

- GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

~ETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_ UNALTERED 

A.ALTERED 

(!;j4-//7 J 

CHECK ONE 

'X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE •el. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL llF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

'
1 979 

oth th Chi.ffele 1852 and Taylor 1857 m ps show a rr..,oloured lethodist 
·eetin ... House" in t · s spot alon the Old Powder Uill Ro d ( ellon:; venue). 
There re the remnants of a black c ... IU..'"lity th re tod , the sllrvivors beina 
three hou.scs, a church, .... nd a braveyard. f mily rents on 0.1. the n=iuses, 
the chJ.rch i~ only us d occas~onally n the otlor t J lo~ es re eM~ty nd 
deterioratin • The 0 rave rord is ovel\~rot-m nd is di-.a pesrin" . ::ti.le it 
se ms certain that there was at least a church on t s • :>t in t e mi.a- 19th 
century (prior to Em~ncipation) the extant bulldin s do n t appear to date 
pr.tor to that p riod . The st.:ine dwellin..; looks li.cce tho oldest in tl .:.s group 
of buildin rs, however , no materials can b seen in it that are definitely 
earlier than the late 19th century. 

Stone Dwellin~ : 

1. true one an;i onv half story dwellin d th a pl n of one roo:i up I 
one ao-m with a sinnle room adneJ to thw rear (lest). 

The walls are ~ade of unc~ursed bro-..mieh fieldstvnu th t has beQn stuc­
coed. The stone rises to tha apex of the gable~. Th e is a ga~le-end roof 
w ich bas an almost oversized sb d roof dorner . Th.re Dr no eaves on the 
ends and even the sides have only a 10 to 12 inch overh ng. ·~ile the dor­
mer appears to be original to the present roof its six ligtt casements are 
not co:np tible with the four light casements of the g bles . la chine saim 
rafters and cut and td.re nails sug est that if this buildin.., is more than 80 
or 90 y ars old its roof has been changed. 

Each end of the building is w:Lndowles~ except for a small casement win­
dow in each gable . That of the north is centralizod but the S:)uth window is 
off cent r t~ the ·~st. It is interestin to ~ote thqt these deep casements 
are presently riounted on the inside of the opening . The main facade f~ces 
~ast like the church . It hos three b ys t-0 it consisting of a centrally lo­
cated door flanked by windows. The south window, howcv r, is not as l3rge as 
th~ north and it may be an altersti~n . Te d~or nd north win1o• shn~e the 
sane wooden jack aroh and thw tuller nort "ndow Ills larue fielastonc sill. 

The west fac e i s ne rly ~blitcroted by th fr e sled rjof~d addition . 
Int rior e,.ardnation su..,.,,ests that it once had a door on tt: north side nd 
a sinJl window on th south side of it (orib:i.nal ppearance of east facade?) . 

The singlo roon downstai'!"s is characterizcJ by tbe •indowless nDrth 
wall and the presence of tne enclosed stairs on the so~th wall. A fl~e chim­
ney occupies the center of the west uall and seperatea th~ oor and window. 

The ori~tinol ouldings in this room are a plain architrave that is not 
unlike that design seen in some ederal period houses . 

It appears that t.he south w.:.ndow of the east. wall was cut tr.rough to 
light the stairs . The enclosure of t ose stairs is not oriwinal and one 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Item 7, page 2: 84-/77/ 

wonders what relationship there is, if any, between this fact and the off cen­
ter gable window at the top. The placement :Jf that wind::rw and the protruding 
beam on the exteri'.)r of the south end could be indicative .::if a fireplace, how­
ever, the south side would be an odd place for one• 

~he second level is characterized by its knee walls and trapezoidal ceil­
ing. The r')Om is divided tr~:msversely by a partition. That wall bisects the 
dormer which gives each half an east window and a gable window. 

Deterioration in this area allows :me to see machine cut laths and parts 
of the roof construction. The ro::Jf consj_sts ::Jf vertically saV1rn timbers cut by 
machine. Rafters are joined at the top by a ridgeboard and the trusses are 
nailed to flat false plates in some instances with wire nails. The upper half 
of each knee wall is frame. 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 
Btt-t77t 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

-PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 X-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 -ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

.X 1800-1899 _COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES mid - 19th century 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The handsome structure on Bellona Avenue called 11St. John's Church" 
is a fine example of Victorian vernacular church architecture being a board­
and-batten building made decorQtive by fishscale shingles, stained glass and 
stylized lancet-arch windows. Although constructed in 1886, it is not the 
original church on this site. The present building replaces an earlier 
church of undetermined date. (See BA # 1559) 

Both the Chiffel map of 1852 and the Taylor map of 1857 indicate a 
ncoloured Methodist Meeting Housen on this site and there is every reason to 
believe that blacks have been worshipping here since quite a few years before 
Emancipation. 

In addition to the church building itself the site contains two dwellings 
and quite a few graves. 

What is known locally as a 11parsonagett is a small stone house, one room 
down and one above with a frame addition on the rear (west). No positive proof 
of its age has been found but it is said to be the oldest of the three build­
ings on the site and contemporary with the original church. Not the least 
interesting structure here is a frame bungalow which in its original state was 
a board-and-batten longitudinally oriented residence very similar in appear­
ance and plan to designs offered by Gervase 1 .. 1heeler in the 19th century. 

As a collection, these buildings and the accompanying graveyard are scarce 
evidence of the fact that blacks have been living, working and worshipping on 
this site for over one-hundred years and probably much longer. Before there 
was a Ruxton or a Lake Roland this area was farmed in the manner of a planta­
tion and these buildings appear to be testimony to that fact. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



BA-t771 
IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Baltimore County Land Records 
Baltimore County Tax Assessment R.ec::irds 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET If NECESSARY 

l!!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attacril11ent 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

WAYNE C NIE! D, II 
ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Tax Assessments 

1876 Tax Assessme:it Record for 3altimore ~ou.nty District 9 

St. J0hn's :Methodist .P. Ch:.irch 

Tract of land E. Side N.G.R.:td. near Lake 11.oland 

1 acre, lefs (less) church occup. 

I~provements - 2 small stone houses. 

/31+-/77 I 
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INTERIOR-GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON. 0, C.-19!58-NS 

359ooom.f. "" ... 7 l76":J / 
BALTIMORE (JUNG. 





v. . ( \ , 

I • 
c_ • • J 

\ \ (. i' t 

: ... -

.. 
. . 

.. 1 • .~ 

.I.. 1 

,, J " 

... 0 h I I • I ' t t I t I l'l +-+ ~I ~J, 
11!11 ~t~·HA,' J-=)111.'Jd 

{ , . 
J 

..I 





...:--;\ 
, \,t' 

- ... 

-, ' \. -.. 
"I I I 

r I o 

.\ ' ' . . .. ' ~ I I • 

•. >- ~t H • ,~ 1 H t t I H I I + + .._'..!:) ~. •. _ 
" 1 ~ ' •, t 0< · n~H3.'' 1 ~Lr•·':!· i 

' \ .1 •• 





.... -' 

\.. - ' 

1 • . \ 

t ' - J. 

J J 

) 





ST. JOHN'S PARSONAGE BA 1771 
Baltimore County, Maryland 
J. McGrain April 1, 1981 
Neg. located at MRT 
Main or east facade from east 

--3?ho Lo 8 of 12-





ST. JOHN ' S PARSONAGE BA 1771 
Baltimore County, Maryland 
J . McGrain , April 1 , 1981 
Neg . located at MHT 
South gable end from south 
-Hto te 9 of 1-&. 





ST. JOHN ' S PARSONAGE BA 1771 
Baltimore County, Maryland 
J . McGrain April 1 , 1981 
Neg . located at MHT 
South gable end; rear; burned- out 

annex; from SW 
-Pho to '10 ef '12-





ST. JOHN'S PARSONAGE BA 1771 
Baltimore County, Maryland 
J. McGrain April 1, 1981 
Neg. located at l'1HT 
Interior; charred laths on south 

wall near stairs 
Photo 11 of 12" 
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