
CAPSULE 
VESPER HILL 

In the very earliest years of the Picturesque movement Andrew 
Jackson Downing and his associate Alexander Jackson Davis identi
fied certain materials and construction methods which enhanced 
a buildings ability to blend in with Nature. Such buildings should 
be seen as part of the great Romantic movement which had such a 
profound effect on all of the arts in America in the middle years 
of the 19th century. 

Among the elements of Picturesque architecture are asymmetrical 
"organic" plans and massing and the unique appearance of board-and
batten siding. Vesper Hill is of the period. It was a large dwelling 
made larger early in the 20th century, however, the original section 
remains relatively unaltered. From the outside one sees a sprawling 
building with many projections that hug a hilltop site. A roof with 
jerkin-head and triangular gables creates visual interest and the 
af orementiorled board-and-batten siding has a vertical thrust which 
balances the horizontal massing. The use of wood and the generally 
vertical movement of trees themselves made this a natural siding in 
the eyes of Picturesque designers. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The two story structure which rests on a high fieldstone 
foundation sits upon a hill overlooking a valley and Lake Roland. 
The asymmetrical structure is topped with wood shingle gabled 
roofs. As a whole, the structure contains six gables, eleven 
dormers, seven doors and sixty-one windows. ,_ 

The main facade is the south facade. This facade is equal 
to eight bays wide which is clearly defined by s1~ second story 
tall gabled dormers (lighted by 2/2 sash windows) and the two 
bay two story wing projection occupying the third and fourth 
bays from the west. The gabled roof is pierced at the ridge in 
each end by interior-end chimneys. 

The first level is covered by a porch which has an extended 
veranda continuing past the south wing projection and connecting 
with ~he po~ch on the west facade.. Tl!~ :e9,:r;,ch r;,09~ ,~~.supported 

···'by: ·thin dor1c columns. The porch 1 tse'lf ·'rs· dE;tcorated -with a 
chinese chippendale fencing. _. . . . ,- . _ , , 

The main block contains seven evehly sp'aced french doors 
interupted by the projection. This projection is gable-ended, 
extending two bays to the south, and contains an entrance door 
on both the east and west sides. The west side also contains 
a dormer on the second level. The gable end is characterized 
by a 6/6 sash window on the second level with a three part bay 
window which has Tudor-like tracings. Decorating this window 
is a chippendale window box. · 

The west facade facing the valley~is characterized by its 
asymmetrical arrangement and especially by its large open porch. 
The main block running east to west is continuous on the second 
level but stops one bay short on the first level thus creating a 
gable-end "dormer" which is supported by the first level porch 
roof and constitutes the master bedroom. The porch continues 
around to the north facade until it meets the northern projection, 
however, it has been partially enclosed and has an overhead room. 

In the same way the south facade has a two bay projection, 
the flatness and regularity of the north facade is interupted 
by a projecting wing which is further extended by a jerkin-head 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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swell front. A dormer breaks the roofline on either side of this 
swell front. 

The west side of the wing is lighted by a triplet of floor
to-ceiling windows. The upper story contains dormers like those 
on the south facade which project from the wall surface the same 
dist~~ce as the deep eaves. 

What is otherwise an even and regular fenestration of the 
main block on the east facade is interupted by an off center second 
story doorway with transom and a gabled window. The facade of 
the addition contains tiny 2/2 sash windows which vent the western
most bays of the south facade while the east bay is windowless. 
A large corbeled interior chimney occupies that area. 

'This addition is gabled on the east side and is well vented 
by six bays. 'I'he northernmost bays incorporg_te the enclosed porch. 
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Interior: 

The intentional asymmetry of this plan is felt most intensely 
in the interior where each room is unique, differing not only in 
size and function from the next but in shape and light quality as 
well. The result is an ",organic" interior space with one cell 
flowing into another in a manner in which Frank Lloyd Wright in
sisted upon forty to fifty years later. 

In the basement one can see the original plan most clearly 
for the original foundation is still extant. The sprawling asym
metrical "cruciform" (see attachment) of the original design even 
incorporates the polygonal walls of the north wing. The present 
"back" or east portion of the house containing the kitchen, land
ing and bedrooms above are the resulti of at least one addition in 
the late 19th or early 20th century as well as an even later porch 
enclosure. In the cellar one notices a disparity in the joists 
of the older section which measure 12 inches by 2 3/4 inches and 
the addition where they average 10 inches by 3~ inches. The 
original exterior wall which now seperates the two portions.is 
2 feet in thickness. While there was a full cellar with a 6~ foot 
ceiling which had its bulkhead in the northwest corner of the poly
gonal north wing, a simple crawlspace beneath the southeast par
lor shows that it did not run under the entire house. Its walls 
are constructed of coursed rubble. There are inner load bearing 
walls and massive stone chimney supports with very interesting 
hearth supports in both the old and new ways. These consist of 
10 inch by 3 inch collars mortised into the joists with arched 
strap iron ribs over which brick supporting sheet iron was laid. 
Those sheets are now paper thin due to erosion. 

The living hall, west parlor and north porch enclosure retain 
much original fabric but the south parlor (living room) and north 
parlor (dining room) were altered and made classical in appearance. 
The entire 4 to 5 feet of the east end of the south parlor is 
added including the chimney. The mantel of this chimney, although 
it is an identical motif to the 9ne at the opposite end pf the 
ro9m, is much larger in its dimensions. The west chimney breast 
is 73 inches wide where its added co.unterpart at the east end of 
the room is 101 inches. The dog ear entablature motif, ionic 
columnettes and egg and dart mouldings on each mantelpiece is early 
in appearance and lends support to the undocumented story that the 
mantel of this room came from an older Baltimore area house al
though the disparity in their size is problematical. 

The present dining room and south parlor are connected by a 
large 17~ foot wide doorway that again is classical in appearance 
by virtue of its long and plain architrave supported by square 
corner pilasters and full doric columns. The dining room has the 
same classical mantel as those in the main parlor. The chimney 
breast, however, is of the same size as that at the west end of 
the parlor and these smaller 6~ foot chimneys are considered to 
be original eventhough the mantels are later. 

On the first level the south projection is occupied by the 
entrance hall which in size suggests the later Queen Anne charac
teristic of a "living hall." It is a 14 foot by 13 foot room 
that is well lighted by both of its doors and the triad of case-
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ment windows in the south wall. The entrances from the wrap 
around porch are in the east and west walls but are only nearly 
opposite and are not symmetrical. They are identical cut-away 
doors and have unusual wrought iron rat-tail latches. The stairs 
are much lighter than one would expect (original?) and consist of 
an open string with a dark wood rail and very thin turned newel 
and balusters. A "frieze" revealed by the upper landing is fin
ished with curvilinear brackets suggestive of a Victorian cornice. 

The small parlor adjacent to the hall on its north side may 
have been a somewhat formal "reception" room al t1rnugh its size 
and southwest exposure (in concept) may have made it a preferred 
area for winter months. At any rate its very heavy and ornate 
fireplace (is not original) predates the Nee-Classical renova
tion. The wood mantelpiece is very organic in design consisting 
of carved roses and tulips with gothic tracery and fleur-de-lis. 
The shelf is 4 inches thick, 45 inches above the floor and pro
jects from the wall 1 foot. The surround has chamfered pilasters 
with the above mentioned carvings and the frieze has a centered 
cluster of rosettes. 

The second level has the same complex arrangement of space 
with eight rooms of various sizes spilling over into each other. 
The original portion of the house is relatively unaltered at 
this level and the addition is readily perceived by way of the 
difference in style of the mantelpieces. 

The largest bedroom of the original block projects out over 
the west porch below. That it has windows on three of its sides 
plus its elevated position makes it a well lighted and airy room. 
Many of these 6/6 windows have what is probably original glass. 
A relatively plain Tudor arch mantel decorates the fireplace of 
this space. There is one like it in the opposite room. 

In the northwest room one sees a mantel of different motif 
with raised decorations, chamfered pilasters, etc. The small 
room next to it shares the same stack but its mantel decorations 
are decidedly a later style reminicent of the Nee-Classical Re
vival featuring the common wreath-and-garland. It is like its 
counterpart in the room below as both are part of the same addi
tion. 

The basement and more specifically the attic show quite 
clearly how the house has been constructed and that its sections 
date from at least two distinct periods. 

In the basement one sees a heavy stone foundation supporting 
a balloon frame structure abpve. The original block had a cellar 
with 6~ foot by 2 foot thick rubble walls although there was only 
a crawlspace beneath the present living room. It was entered 
both by interior stairs and a now non-functional bulkhead in its 
southeast corner. The organic shape of the house is defined 
clearly at this level es.pecially by the polygonal north projec
tion. There are some differences in construction with an example 
being heavier 12 inch by 2 3/4 inch joists in the older section 
and 10 inch by Ji inch joists in the newer. There are massive 
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stone chimney supports in both sections with hearth supports being 
made by mortising 10 inch by J inch collars into the joists and 
nailing strap-iron ribs over which curved sheet is placed. oxi
dation has left them very thin. That this construction is iden
tical in both sections might indicate a rebuilding or renovation 
of all of the stacks at the time of the addition. 

It is the attic which most clearly demonstrates the added 
areas. Both sections have mechanically sawn principal rafters 
mitered at the ridge and there is no tremendous difference of 
materials. However, at the juncture of the original and added 
sections in the area of the chimney which serves the present din
ing room fireplace, one can see part of the original roof. This 
section still retains ornate fishscale shingles that are fortun
ately well preserved. One can also see that a portion of the 
chimney here has been rebuilt and that its lower portion was once 
exposed in its role as an exterior stack (ie. finished pointing, 
partial corbel, weathered brick, etc.). 

Furthermore, in that attic area over the present living room 
one can see evidence of a 10 foot addition on the east end. In 
addition to different flooring this section does not have the 
typical J inch by 4 inch mitered rafters but instead later 2 inch 
by 6 inch rafters with a ridge board. 
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Springhousei 

A frame board-and-batten spring house stands about 200 yards 
Southwest of the main house close to Bellona Avenue. The battens 
are fixed with wire nails. The structure rests on a fieldstone 
foundation and is topped with a curvilinear hipped roof covered 
with wood shingles. '11here are rounded exposed rafters. 

The building measures 15 feet 6 inches on the south side and 
11 feet 9 inches on the west. The foundation measures 1 foot 9 
inches on the southeast corner, 3 feet 6 inches on the southwest 
corner and 5 feet 6 inches on the northwest. 

The north facade is vented by one centrally located double 
casement window as is the south facade. The east side has a 
centrally located door, the west side is blind. 

The interior is nicely finished with the lower portion being 
masonry stuccoed and whitewashed and the upper portion being frame 
finished with 2 3/4 inch tongue-and-groove. There is a shelf pro
jecting approximately 11 inches from the wall. 

Bank Barn: 

A frame board-and-batten barn stands to the north of the main 
house and is presently used as a garage. The gable end structure 
rests on a high fieldstone foundation and measures 32 feet 5 inches 
by 22 feet 5 inches. Each gable end as louvered vents and there is 
a corbeled flue chimney(interior) on the southeast corner. There 
are exposed rafters, circular sawn materials arid wire nails. The 
inner frame in suggestive of a tripartite plan. The interior of 
the second level has a tongue-and-groove partition in the east bay. 
This is one wall to an east-end room which is entirely paneled with 
tongue-and-groove and is only accessible from the exterior. 

The foundation level has 7 foot high rubble walls and vertically 
sawn joists covered with thick coats of white wash, There are two 
casement windows in the west end, a centrally located window in the 
north wall with doors in the outer bays. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

In the very earliest years of the Picturesque movement 
Andrew Jackson Downing and his associate Alesander Jackson 
Davis identified ce~tain materials and construction methods 
which enhanced a building's ability to blend in with Nature. 
Such buildings should be seen as part of the great Romantic 
movement which had such a profound effect on all of the arts 
in America in the middle years of the 19th century. 

Among the elements of Picturesque architecture are asym
metrical "organic" plans and massing and the unique appearance 
of board-and-batten siding. Vesper Hill is of the period, It 
was a large dwelling made larger early in the 20th century, 
however, the original section remains relatively unaltered. 
From the outside one sees.a sprawling building with many pro
jections that hug a hilltop site. A roof with jerkin-head and 
triangular gables creates visual interest and the aforementioned 
board-and-batten siding has a vertical thrust which balances 
the horizontal massing. The use of wood and the generally ver
tical movement of trees themselves made this a natural siding 
in the eyes of Picturesque designers. 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See attachment 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

WAYNE C NIE[D lf 
ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, lNC. 

D. Owings Schultz 
DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis 1 Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR VESPER HILL 
Parcel 713, Map 69 

Bli-1776 

LIBER FOLIO DATE GRANTOR GRANTEE 

Plat Book 39, folio 109 !tMartin 1 s Choice" June, 1979 Owner - Edward K. Dunn, Jr. 
Being lot # 6 

5651.i July 2, 1976 James R. H. Boone Edward K. Dunn, Jr. 

Beginning on the east side of 3ellona Avenue at the 13th line 
of the land conveyed in deed 1444, folio 267, Containing 31.4887 acres. 

1444 267 April 2, 1946 Martha E. Smith James R. H. Boone 

1444 265 April 2, 1946 James H.. H. 3oone Martha E. Smith 

1056 248 April 27, 1939 Elizabeth C. Richards James R. H. Boone 

Containing 21.38 acres 

1056 247 April 27, 1939 James R. H. Boone & wife .Elizabeth C. Richards 

1023 252 February 2, 1938 Anne H. Boone & husband James R. H. Boone & wife 

246 93 June 1, 1900 William L. Straugh & wife Anne H. Boone & husband 

Containing 27 acres, 2 roods, 19 perches 

246 92 June 1, 1900 Anne H. Boone & husband 11'i1lliam t. Straugh &: 1rlife 

223 273 April 1, 1897 Jessie C. Johnson Anne H. Boone 

Containing 18 acres, plus acreage from deed 228/321 from Henry iJ. Hanna 

213 239 August 5, 1895 Benj a:11in F. Pope Jessie C. Johnson 

161 128 April 23, 1887 Franklin F. Pope Benjamin F. Pope 



.. 
Chain of title, page 2: 

Beginning and being part of Samuel 1 s Hope wr;ich lies to the North 
of the road leading from Beatty's Powder M:ills to York Road passing 
the land of Samuel Pickering, Sr. purchased from Ellen H. Stevenson 
described in a deed from Samuel Pickering to Franklin F. Pope by deed 
dated March 31, 1853 recorded in land record L, folio u90 
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