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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This row of 5 "set" or "peribodic" kilns is located in an approxi-
mately 50 foot ling x 15 foot high embankment which has been topped by a
high tension electricity tower. The embankment runs north-south, and is just east
of the railroad track south of the church I,ane cmossing. The kilns face the
railroad track. An approximmtely L-5 foct {t-etai.ning wall of coursed, roughly
dressed stone runs along the base of the embankment. The stones are roughly
rectangular, averaging 6x10 inches. The retaining wall is Jl;if"ocken by the re-
mains of 5 stone arches resting on the wall, forming 6 x 3.5 foot entrances into
the hillside. fThe interior of kach arched opening is a shallow vault of stone.
Each arched opening was the hearth for a kiln, through which burmed lime was re-
moved. There are L projections of mbble 81‘;0??{ }inrk forming the t.op 1/3 of the
embznkment. These top the interval 8pacea hetween arches. 'rha %hl of 2 of
the kilns remain open. These are ciralwhappgnmately 5 feet in diameter on
top of the embankment, above the 3rd and Lth hearths, moving south. The
limestone and fuel charge of each kiln was intpeduced through such an opening.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

A row of "set? kilns such as this was a feature,éf the limeburning in-

dustry before the advent of the perpetual kiln. ﬂThis row of kilns was pro-

bably built and owned by the firm of Griscom and Bu?roughs, which owned the
the land #&e kiiwmxkhke &g the kilns are built on, and the quarry southeast

of them.

and kiln operator.

This

land was later owned by William P. Lindsay, also a quarry
Bx Griscom and Burroughs bid to supply like and rubble

limestone for the building of the Smithsonian Institution building in 1847.

s

type of kiln structure used in the U.S.

Kilns are indicated in this location on an 1854 plat.//%he set kiln was the earliest

Although there are local variations,

all set kilns functioned on the same principles and were built on the same

basic design.

When limeburning became a viable industry in the mid 19th century,

the set kiln was adapted to large scale production, exemplified by these

at Texas.

There are perpetual kilns extant at Texas.

They were replaced by the more efficient perpetual kiln in the &xx
2nd half of the 19th century.

Both

set and perpetual kilns are significant as remains of~;§bage old practice

of limeburning, which became extinect in the 20th century.

They are also

significant as the remains of an early industrial concern, important to Balti-

more County and the development of agriculture in Maryland and Virginia.
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplenent.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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