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HISTORICAL SITES 

--BITE NO: 01790 
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NAME: POWELL-GRISCOM HOUSE 

LOCATION:220 OLD PADONIA ROAD, TEXAS 

TAX MAP: 51 PARCEL NO: 136 

ELECT DIST: 8 COUNCIL DIST: 3 

MAP NO: 11;) NORTH: 

REG STATUS: 2 ('"__.»/NT ::Z::>Jy,) 

SPEC DATE: 

LAND LIST: 

STYLE: 4 

CONDITION: 3 

WALL COVERING: 13 6'7~f_ 

PLAN AREA: 3 CENSUS: 

ZONING: DR 3.5 ACRES: 

EAST: 

OWNERSHIP: 3 (P....-1 u~) 

DATE PERIOD: 6 (;cPS-/~/!176-:J 

CTY DIST: 

FUNCT CLAS: 4 'Pv-i v cLt--c... :}fE s;c:/c,~ 

FOUNDATION: 1 

ROOF STYLE: 1 

4084 

1. 06 

<"',,,_,_ rn-.. ch~ ftc rt~ .,RIM SIGNF: 4 SEC SIGNF: .30 

TERT SIGNF: 1 

COMMENTS: BUILT CA 1854-1858 TWO AND ONE HALF STORY FIVE BAY I-HOUSE. 
PERPENDICULAR STONE SERVICE WING WITH FLOUNDER ROOF. SHOWN AS M. 

COMMENT 2:KENNEDY HOUSE IN 1877 ATLAS. SMALL UPPER-STORY WINDOWS IN STYLE OF 
GREEK REVIVAL TOWNHOUSES. 

COMMENT .3: 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST BA-1790 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Morris - Hiller Houaft 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

220 Old Padonia Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Cockeysvil l e P • 0 •' 
STATE • lv1aryland 

DcLAss~FICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X-BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

X v1c1N1TY oF Texas 

STATUS 
,;.\COCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

~NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mrs Paul F. Mor<>is 
STREET & NUMBER 

220 i)ld Padonia Road 
CITY. TOWN 

C'ocketrsvi , 1 ""' p 0 -""'1'- v1c1N1TY oF Texas 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

PRESENT USE 
_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL 2lPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL -_TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER: 

Telephone #: 666- 1294 

STATE I Zl.p code 
Maryland # 21 O 30 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber # : 1 280 
Folio #: 262 

Bal t-1mor>e County Gourt~LB:Uilding 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,-ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

4.0t Bosley Avenue 
---C--ITY-.--TO.,...W.,.-N,.-------...,..,, -- ""--"-•--UJ.i.' , . ~ , -~ ~--------------S-T-A-TE-~~------

Towson Hal"'yland 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

r~--~Cl~TY~.~TO~W~N~---------------------------S-TA_T_E ________ _ 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

4-FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

4-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

-MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This very large stone dwelling is located on the east side of the 
:r.•ailroad tracks, the second house north of Old Padonia Ho ad, in the 
~;exas area. The house is of' central block design, approximately l~O X 22 
.:t'eet, with its long axis north - south. There is an addition on the 
north east approximately ·16 X 18 .feet. 'lne main block has a gable roof' 
with a deep and plain overhang and interior end chinmeys on the north 
and south. It is 2~ stories. The addition is perpendicular to and under 
the overhang of the main block. It is 2 stories plus attic and has a 
sharply pitched cat slide or hal.f gable roof'. The interior end chimney 
is in the north east corner. Both roof's are shingled. A one story two 
bay shingle covered service wing is located on the south side of' the 
addition. It has a stone .foundation. 

The west f'acade of the central block is f'ive bays wide. The en
trance door is four panel wood with transom bar and sidelights. It is 
deeply recessed and the entryway is paneled wood. All bays on the west 
.fa.ca.de have stone lintels and sills. There is a .five bay, one story 
porch supported by stone pillars. Simple wood columns support the shed 
roof'. The dwelling is one bay deep on the north facade of the main 
block and two in the addition. The bays are similar on the south. A 
bulkhead entrance to the cellar is located on the south east o.f the 
main block. 

Large blocks of' cut stone have been used in the construction of 
the west facade, while coursed stone is used on the rest o:f the build
ing~ Although bays on the north, south and west have stone lintels, 
sills are wood. All windows on the f'irst and second floors are double 
hung, 6/6 lite with wood sash. Casement windows on the third level 
are 6 lite and open in. 

The house is of center hall design with flanking parlors. One room 
deep on the south and two on the north. It is probable that this house 
was buiJ. t by Thomas Fortune, a' .. master stone mason in Texas, .for the 
Powell Griscom Farnily. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
/"""' 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

!HISTORIC --ARCHEULUGY-PR,EHISTORIC -COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-l400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

-1500-1599 --AGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 URCHITECTU RE -EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART -ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

,X1800-1899 -COMMERCE -EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

-1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT AOTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION Local History 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

r.rhis very large 2~ story house is a good example of vernacular 
stone architecture. Although style is secondary to fu.~ction on all but 
the west (entrance) i'acade, this dwelling is still an imposing structure. 
Its location, about a half' mile south of the village of' Texas, close 
to the railroad, yet on a large lot, and the use oi' local cut stone and 
quoins at least on the west all seem to indicate that a family of some 
wealth was associated with it. Similarity in construction and plan with 
the large stone house immediately to the south, indicate that this build
ing like its neighbor may have been built by Thomas Fortune. 

The ground on which the house is built, is Lot If 2 of: Division ,hl-'l 
of the c;;,uarry property of Bavid .. Griscorn.- (1) ·The property tias sold 'to Jacob 
Burroughs :for ;4;5oo in 1854. Apparently the property was --purchased by 
~well Griscom and held as a leasehold at a grou,,'1.d rent of' $.50 a year. 

e first reference to the house is made in a 1867 deed.(2} ~nlich states 
in part" it being the same land 'With all ap:?urtances and improvements 
including household furniture upon the same consisting in part of bed
steads, bureaus, tables chairs etc.n The pro:;:ierty apparently stayed in 
Griscom :f'amily until 1872 when tb.e house 'and ground rent' we1"e purchased 
by Hartin Kennedy for $3,000. l\f'ter this the property had a checkered 
history with several owners, including John Kelly and Michael Lindsay, 
:f'amiliar narnes in Texas history. 

The Griscom farnily, namely Samuel Griscom and his son Powell were 
closely associated with the quarrying industry in CJ:''exas. The farnily 
came f'rom Pennsylvania and most went_badk~ a,fter ;ga;mueL Gi'isoc:mVs -death 
though they retained several leasehold properties in Texas. In the 
1850 census of Baltimore County (District 1) Powell Griscom was listed 
as a Limebu:;.nner, with an estate of $20,000. He and his wife Hannah had 
eight children. 

'I'he Griscom Qp.arr-.r property -vms originally a part o:f Division 1¥3 
of the property of Thomas Cockey Deye, inherited by his nephew Thomas 
Deye Cockey in 1808. It was sold to Samuel Griscom in 18L(.9. (3) 

( 1 ) 

(2) 
(3) 

Judicial Liber mvrF 7 I 292 Griscom vs Griscom 11 February 1854 
flat of the C~uarry Propert~,. and Building lots in 'I'exas 
Baltimore Cou,_vity Land Hecords J1iL 56/196 lt- November 1867 
Baltimore County Equity Records Judicial Liber Fff'1F 7 'pp 283-284 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



gfi- )') °JO 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Baltiraore Cou.:~ty Tax Lists 1876, 1896, 1911, 1918 
Balt~more County Equity Records Judicial Liber H.N.F. 7, Liber 275-" · 
!-:al t:unore County Land Records: HJS 1280/ 262, WPG 5li.6/152, WPC 522/5t , 
wPC 506/422,NBM 230/231, L~lB 208/479, EF..A 77/347, EHA 62/195, E::IA 56/196 
Baltimore County Mortgage Records: R.TS 1280/263, WMJ 112/249 
nThe Diamond Jubilee of' St J·ose.J?h's Parish11 Very Rev.Albert E. Smith 

CONTINUE ON SEJ;>AR,ATE SHEET If N.t!iCESSARY Bal ti:more 1927 

lliJGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 1 • 6 ac.1 .. es 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

DIFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Marion s. Anderson (student) 
DATE ORGANIZATION 

9-oucher Gollege December 19. 1978 
STREET & NUMBER 
200 Brightdale Road 

TELEPHONE 

2.52-1576 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 
Timonil:qll. Maryland # 21093 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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BA-1790 

CI-IAIN OF TITLE 

220 OLD PADONIA ROAD 

.a..TS 1280/262 - 10 Harch 1943 - Mabel G. Downs deed pi :fee.simple to Paul 
F. Morris 1 6/100 acres 
Beginning on north east side of' right of' way N .c .R.R. at the beginn.ing o:f 
that parcel, deed 5 October 1921 WPC 546/152 conveyed by Michae]_ J. Lindsay 
and Ella C. Lindsay both 111'1.rnarried to James A and Habel G. Dm.vns and runn~" 
ing thence and binding on f'irst or North 74 east 186t6n line of' said land .. 
North 750 44u,. east 1"86. 5/10' to the western.111ost side of' a la..l'le and running 
thence 
North 12° 9" west 240 9/10' to a stone heretof'ore planted on easternmost 
side .. of' said lane and running thence · 
South 66° 1.t4u west 229 5/10' to a stone heretof'ore planted on the north 
east side of' the right of' way of' af'oresaid N.C.R.R., running thence and 
binding thereon 
South 22° 54° east 207 2/10' to place of' begip.ning 

RJS 128of.263 - Paul F. Morris mortgage to George B. Gildenf'enny - $1_,700 

Being.a.11 the .sam~ l'and ·., ,_ 

WPC 546/152 - 5 October 1921 - Michael J. Lindsay deed to James Downs 
3 roods 38 perches 

Same as 

,,-.-l?C 522/515 - 14 February 1920 - John J Kelly Jr deed to :Michael Lindsay 

Being srune lot de@cribed as third lot 

WPC 506/422 - 3 December 1918 - John J. Kelly to John J Kelly Jr. 

Third lot, se.me lot 

NBH 230/231 - 27 January 1898 - Harry P. Boyd deed in :fee simple to John 
J. Kelly 3 roods 38 perches $ 1,800 

being sa..."11e land 

LHB 208/479 - 25 __ January 1895_ - Hilton w. O:ff'utt~deed to Joseph Shea, Off'utt
by authority vested in him as attorney and after a public sale as a result 
of' a def'ault of' mortg~ge by certificate o:f mortgage f'rom :Hartin Kennedy and 
Bridget his wife- assigned to Joshua F. Cockey 11- November 1884-. ·.roseph 
Shea substituted f'or Bridget Kennedy as purchaser. 

all the sarne land as described in mortgage 

WNJ 112/249 - 11 November 1884 - Martin Kennedy mortgage to Milton O:ffutt 
.for $1,000. :Mortgage assigned to Joshua F. Cockey 5 November 1885 

same lot 

... EA 77 /'31-~7 - 28 September 1872 Hary A Griscom deed to Hartin Kennedy 
3 roods 38 perches - $3,000 

E.i:-IA 48/16_ · - 28 September 1872- Eartin Ker..nedy Hortgage to fia...l'lnah A: Griscom 
3 ro_ods 38 po~chesL :rp.sure bldz;-;s/property during mortr;ae;e f'or $2,000 



ERA 48/165 - 28 September 1872 -
ND..tional Bank 3 roods 38 perches 

sa..rne as 

Hartin Kennedy mortgage to Cockeys-V'ille 
conveyed Mary A. Gris.com to Hartin Kenned/ 

BA-1790 

Et-IA 62/195 - 3 J;i.ay 1869 - Hannah A. Griscom deed in fee to rfa.ry A. Griscom 
3 roods 38 perches - $2,000 

1ame land as . 

. ~.tlL 56/196 - 4- November 1867 - Cumberland Coal and Iron Company deed to 
Hannah Griscom 3 roods 38 perches - $2,000. mentions household furnish
ings together with improvements. 

same land 

J:':IL 56/194 - 14 October 1867 - George A. Thurston Trustee deed to Cumber
land Coal and Iron Co. Decree Circuit Court of Allegheny Co. Cumberland 
c.omplainant Allen :M. Sherman etc defendant Docket fl 1331 9 November 1863. 
For benefit of' creditors said company includ:i.ng premises conveyed 11 Jan
,1859 -to ae.fenaants- as· trustee-si--oy· Gl:furles' tr-. Krebs, decree .. ,not ·executed 
Premises o:f Thurston transferred' to Cumberland Coal and Iron Co .. in .fee 
simple · . 

GHC 24/252 ;,.:11 Ja..'1.uary 1859 - Allen Sherman et al Trustees deed to 
Charles w •. Krebs 3 roods 38 perches $2,900 

same lot as 

GHC 24/249-26 October 1858 - Benjamin Horowitz Trustee 1st part, William 
M Griscom and Ellen his wii'e 2nd part, Charles .Krebs )rd part., Powell 

Griscom i'iled i'or insolvency 28 December 18.57 Horowitz appointed as trustee. 
Powell Griscora had purchased annuity/ ground rent on l.ot of: ground, rents _ 
belonged to him prior to appli.cation .. Lot off'ered .for sale f'ree and clear 
of' rent - virtue o.f a lease - Krebs the highest bidder - 3 roods 38 per
ches. 

EJ:..:IF 14/461 - - Jacob Burroughs Deed of' an_nuities to Will-
iam Griscom - Lot i/: 2 Division lf 1 Ground Hent $50 -. -

HN.F 10/459 - 26 December 1854 - Jacob Burroughs deed of' lease to Powell 
Griscom - Lot # 2 Division # 1 - Ground Rent ~ 50 

hif::F 10/217 - 27 :November 18?)4 - Pow·ell Griscom deed in fee to Jacob Burr
oughs,- $10;}oo whole parcel~ includir;ig·Lot ii 2 -Divisiori't~·1 see pp 218 

:m-:IF 71275 - , 11 February 1854 - Judicial Liber - Ann Griscora and others vs 
David Griscor1 - p~ 292 Jacob Burroughs as higest bidder purchased Lot #2 
Division # 1 f'or ~500 

part of' 

- 4 April 1849 - John Glenn Trustee deed to Samuel Griscom,Decre 
oi' the Circuit Court - Eigh Court of' Chance1~y - 29 April 1840 Ann Cockey 
vs Thomas ,D. Cockey. John Glenn to sell real estate of: Thomas D. Cockey 
at public sale 14 December 1844. Saxn.uel Griscom highest bidder at $17 ,500 
.for several tracts or land (See plat) including Lot # 2 Division # 1 

,,,,_,part of 

Division fl 3 of the real estate of' ThoHs.s Coclrny Deye, in herited by his 
nephew Thomas Deye Cockey. Wnole tract 537 acres 




