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, This lerge commodious dwelling is located on a. tree shadéd lot
"well back from the street on the south side of Church Lane in Texas.

1t was left to St Joseph's Church in the will of Miss Ells OtHara and

i1s used as a convent by "The Sisters of Merey", who teach at St Joseph's
School.

The house is in the Colonial Hevival style and probably built very
early in the 20th century. It is of central block degign, two stories
and attic with a two story extension/addition on the south. The house
is frame and covered with azsbestos siding, the foundationsg are of cour-
sed stone with a wooden watertable. The roofs on both the main block
and addition are equilateral hip, they are shingled. There are two hip
dormers each on the north, west and esst angles of the roof of the main
block, while there is one on the south., The deep, plain cornice has a
tongue in groove soffit. An interior brick chimney is located on the
east of the main roof,

The dwelling has a one story, four bay porch on the north facads,
which extends one bay east and west. The foundations are stone and ten
wood Doric style columns support the hip roof. The south - west corner
of the addition has a two bay sleéping porch on the second floor and a
two bay cement porch on the first. The bulkhead entrance to the cellar
is located on the west. 4 one bay entrance slso located on the west
facade of the addition hes a hood supporbted by consoles.

411 windows are 1/1 lite with the exception of a steir window on
the west which is 1/1 with a plain eliptical fanlight and a centrally
located oval window on the second floor of the north facade, This small
window has tracery which is framed by a bulls eye with keys.

The house 1s three bays on the main block snd two on the addition
on the east facade, three bays on the main block and three on the add-
ition on the wesbt and two on the south. The entrance door on the north
facade is half glass,

Alterations have apparently been made to the first floor service
porch on the southwest corner of the addition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This large frame house is important as a vernacular interpretation
of the Colonial Revival/Neo Georgian Style of architecture popular
from aboub 18%5 - 1930. It combines a formal arrangement with an almost
symetrical composition. It utilizes elements of the colonisl, Georgian,
and contemporary styles of architecture. As part of the street scape
formed by the 3t Joseph's complex, the convent appears to be harmonious
in scale, maberial and position with the other church buildingse.

The house was bullt sometime betwesn 1898 - 1911 by the O'Hara
family,wealthy merchants and landowners in Texas. The l. agre btract was
acquired by Martin O0'Hara from John P, Clark in 1866, but was undevel-

~"ped at O!Hara's death in 1877. The house was apparently built by O
ara's son James W. whose daughter Ella on her death in 1931, bequeathed
the house and four acres to Archbishop Curley of the Archdiosese of
Baeltimore. Subsequently the house became a convent for "The Sister's
of lMercy", who had since 1926 been respongible for St Joseph's Paroch-
ial Schocl. The O!'Hara's had been early and devoted members of St Jos-
eph's Church.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COL{NTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE ' - COUNTY
STATE : COUNTY -
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TiTLE
Marion S. Anderson { student)
ORGANIZATION DATE
Goucher Gollege December 1 9, 1 978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
200 Brightdale Road 252-1576
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Timonium Maryland # 21093

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CONVENT OF TIIE SISTER3 OF MERCY ST JOSERH'S CHURCH

JPC 27/387 - 10 December 192l - Will of Ella O'Hara - Codicil 2 April
1931 ¥Will proved 2 December 1931%1. ' :

Item: She revoked and devised bequest to cousin Elizabeth O'Hara and in
lieu substituted the following - Four acres of land with improvements to
The Most Reverend Michael J. Curley . Household furniture, silverware and
all contents of dwelling on said property to cousin Elizabeth O'Hara,

No deed was found for transfer of the lj} acres to Rev llichael J. Curley,
probably because it was devised by will, :

JHL 48/543 - 19:May.1866- John P. Clark deed to Martin QtHara ~ 2 acres -
$ 600 Beginning for same on south side of County Road leading from Texas
to thé YoPk-Turnpike Road at end of first line of ground herstofore con-
veyed by said Clark to said O'Hara thence running with and bounding on the
south side of said County Road ‘
North 792 west 8 8/10 perches to a stake thence

South 3?2 =west 37 4 perches to a stake planted twenty feet from the center
of the railroad track thence o

Soukh 73é°east parallel with said railroad track and 8 and 8/10 perches

to the end of the second line of lot conveyed by Clark to OtHara as afore-
said thence ‘ . '

Running with and bounding on said line reversely

North 3° east 38% perches to place of beginning

Jil, Lli/lh7 - 2 July 186L - John P. Clark deed to Martin OfHara - 2 acres

$500., Beginning on the south side of the road leading from Texas to the

York Turnpike Road at the end of the first line of the land conveyed by
John Clark to Francis Patrick Kendrick for g graveyard lot thence running
with and bounding on the south side of said road .
North westerly 8 perches thence .
South 2%° west parallel with the second line of the graveyard lot 39 per-—
ches more or less to the north side of a road thence ruming with and
bounding on the north side of said road

South easberly 8 perches to the end of the second line of the graveyard

“lot, thence running with and bounding on said second line reversely

North 2%° east 39 6/10 perches to the place of baginning?

It is likely that the dwelling is built on this last mentioned lot. It is
also likely that both lots are a pert of the land deeded to John Clark by
Charles Buchansn li June 1849 A.W.B. L1k folio 387. And if followed back
far snough will prove to be a portion ¢f Lot # I} of the property of Thomas
Cockey Deye belonging to lMary C. Nisbet or of Lot # 3 which was awarded
to Thomas Deye Cockey.
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