
C..\PSULE 
TRINITY CHURCH 

The demolition of Epsom Chapel in the 1950 ' s left Trinity Ch~rch the old­
ast standing church b~ilding in Towson . This fact is pointed out in A Brief 
Htstory of Trinity Church, Towson town, 1860 - 1960 along with the importance of 
Trinity having been crP.ated as an independent parish not founded by the Conven­
tion of the Diocese or a larger p;rish but by a gr3up of citi~ens of Towson . 
These included the lli.dgelys , Taylors, ~tevensons , Turnbulls and Shealeys all of 
whom were important figures in shaping the new courth :>use town. 

The original building was designed by Balti~ore architect N. G. Storkweather 
and begun in 1857 as the new courthouse and jail were being completed. The stone 
for both the courthou~e and the church was donated by the ~id1elys from HCITlpton . 
In the first twenty-five years of its existence there was Much growth at :rinity 
including not only enlarge~ents to the building but property was adjed to the 
original lot donated by Enos $medly and other buildings were errected. By 1882 
the complex included a meeting hall and a rectory all of which remain as inte­
gral parts of a Victorian streetscape . Few changes have ~a~en place on this 
portion 'Jf i1llegheny l1venue since the 18801 s . 

Tne present church is cruciform in plan and exhibits interestin5 architec ­
tural features from b3th the early and late Victorian period. For instance the 
steeply pitched and bracketed ..;a oles of both the .,iu.es and ends have tne appear­
ance of Jothic Revival while the tall round arch ~indows and added towers look 
Romanesque . The docorative fishscale shingles or the spire can be associated 
with the Queen Anne period. This collection of styles is made complete by the 
reference that an interior redecoration in the 1890's included windows and a 
frescoed nave emphasizing Hed.ieval Italian and French design . Several Tiffany 
windows survive, most likely from this period, and suggest that the interior 
may once have had a pre-Raphaelite appearance . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Trinity Church, originally designed by N. G. Starkweather, is an 
integral component in a relatively unaltered Victorian streetscitoe and is 
still very prominant architecturally. 

The orginal longitudinally planned building was built with local stoae 
donated by John Ridgely of Hampton . Construction began in 1657. The dimen­
sions at that time were uL feet by 71 feet with the main facade facing south . 

May 20, 1860, the church was dedicated for devine services during its 
'irst worship service . 

Completion of the south facade took place in 1870 with the addition 
of the spire on the east tower end a finished entranceway. 

In 1871 there was a slight alteration with ~he removal of the partition 
between the nave and the vestibule in order to make more room t? accomodate 
the growin conJregation. 

By 1891 plans were begun to enlarge the b..iilding its elf. Two 
architects by the name of :ii.Ison were hired and initiated plans for a cru­
ciform - shaped church . This was accomplished by adding two trancepts, 
one on both the east and west sides , and by extending the north end to 
form the upper arm of the cr~ss. Conatruction was finished October 9, 1892 . 

It is especially important to n~te the tilis church was built during 
the Towson cour t.houae era end was an integral part of the courthouse tG1wn. 
The r~lation between the cnurch and the courthouse itself can be seen in 
the fact that tbe stone for both was given by the saae man, ana the 
physical relation of the two bu.l.ldintls with the main door of the church 
being directly across from the side door of the courthouse, from which 
point ..all activity could be seen . 

As one observes the building today, the south fac3de is characterized 
by the steeply pitches gable end roof with deep bracketed eaves. Althoujh 
features such a:> this suggest the Jothic Revival style, othEm like the 
tall, thin round arch windows and hood molds sug,,:est Romanesque . 

The fenestration is very symmetrical. A centrally located round 
arch entranceway has s concave voussoir and a round arch double door . Its 
ston~ construction is topped with a gable end roof. 

A tall, th!.n roi.lild arch window flanks the d~or, while a lDrge triplet 
of these sarre type are directly above occup)Iing the very center of the 
facade . An oculus vents the gable end. 

Most prominant are the unroatching towers on either corner. The 
westernmost tower is the srna ller of the two-, is Romanesque in style and has 
chamfered corners . .As the other, th:l. s tower has a white stone water­
table and beltcourse wbich relates tQ the same elements of the main block. 
It is capped wi ':.h a tall pyramid wuich is topped with a sphere. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IP NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tbe demolition of Bps om Chapel in the 1950' s left Trinity Church tne 
oldest standing church building in TowDon. This fact is pointed out in 
A Brief History of Trinity Church, Towsontown, 1860 - 1960 along with the 
importance of Trinity having been created as an independent p~rish not founded 
by the Convention of the Diocese or a larger parish but by a group of citi­
zens of Towson. These included the Ridgelys, Taylors, Stevensons, Turn-
bulls and Shesleys all of whom were important figures in shaping the new 
courthouse town. 

The original building was designed by Baltimore arc 1itect N. G. Stark­
weather and begun in 1857 as the new courthouse and jail were being completed. 
The stone for both the courthouse and the church was donated by the Ridgelys 
from Hampton. In the first twenty- five years of its existence there was 
much growth at Trinity including not only enlargements to the building but 
the addition of property t~ the original lot donated by Enos Smedly and the 
errection of other buildings. By 1882 the complex included a meeting hall 
and a rectory all of w'ich re-iain as integral parts of a Victorian street­
scape. Few changes have taken place on this portion of Allegheny Avenue 
since the 18801 s. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Ite:n 7, pa5e 2: 

_::.e ~cE: tJwer ~3s an JCtJgJnal shape ~ith variJus sized Jpening~. 
G::.e '·C.r:dJ:J li_:::hts t':e st3ir o: t':e :'irst level, !":)llr.:i arc:-. ~1;ir:d'.)ws vent 
the 8elfr:,r 1-.rhile tal=.. :~in cr-..isifix' s fJr-~ ~.-:ind::>w V?!lts. 

·:ne ent::.re ~gs~ :.s ca--:-;.ed t:r c;~ 2ight 3ided C'J~csve C'.J:ie "\rf:ic:-~ h8s 
sl.s te .: .... ish seal~ eaves, h:>:iied Jc·11:.. :'E:. c =::~:'.lze c~uc:.fi}: ::::ir. t·:--.a ~:,p. 

~e cer:traliz::.n5 f"ect:..ire 0f t~.e 1veE't :'.Jca.~e :.s t"h-=: ~~eeply ;-·:.tcLed 
i3ble ~~~ a ~riplet Jf t~:1 slender wi~do~s. 

t3A-1D3 

i.:-lanr<:ing :,::c:;::e -_,.r:.r:iJ1~rs -:s j ~ai:r ~f r:;~n.d 2rct 1·:in·-JJ·,...rs ~!:. t~ s .'.:)in~le 

~.vi::j:n..; 2l:>~:e t:J -:~:s tr:::ncs~t \"!~~c;~1 :::in:.a:..:-:~; :'if.:eny stai:1ej g.::..ass • 
.-.ltera:i.Jn.s ~r:cl-.:ie a:: ei4t:r;:1ce i.n ttc S:).ltt~ .. 7~·2-: :::')r:-.d::r ~:-::i 3~ .. e::t::~!'"lce 

::~. :r .. ~ !"::::-"tt ~~ .. all :if t:-:e t!"c:n~e)L. :'t-_=se s:t::.;rati..;ns, ~:~~.,,.(~if:r, --:-~- :J:'cf":i­
tect'..us.:..l:r co:1;c:.t.i.:;:e. 

2~ ~es: a::~ o~ ~~is ~ajl8d tra::cept ~s c~aracterize~ bJ a t3:: tripl2t 
Jf ~;:_n~.J'"1,~= ~,£:_: a ~ee;j,:,if"J.l r:.:=:8~ :..~ ::..~1 -:.:~c sa~le. 

Ite ncrtner~~ost exte~si.Jn le wind.:;wless o~ t~is fdc~ie. =t ~sas~res 
16 fe8t fr~~ tte ~ain bloc~ t.J tta end.. (=~e Jri~inal end a~~ears tJ 
~ .. 3V€ r_:i a de-:;~..:ly CJrn.iCe·:i gaul~ ~,;itf: sr_~_n:;les). 

this ext~~si:n t~s 
circJ.lar w-.L~dJ11: ligt ~=-nf; :.!le alter ~n. :n::.rJ. 

~te e:l whict WJ~id nor~ally te fori~i by tt~ tr~nce~t aGd alter 
ar-~a i:-.. ~L,~; :-:Jr~rleast ::::::ir::e:" i5 Jcc·u.~ied b/ a sir.i.ll~ s~:J~,./ add.~t:..J~~. 

:te eas: trancep: has a ~air cf li~e windJws instead cf a tri~let 
li~e t>.e ;Fst faca:ie. Ir.ec:e a!'e acidi tions o:rid. tave 8fe:: fillei ,,'i tr. Tiffany 
6lass. 

An entrar.ce in the sJJ.:,he~!'": C>a,:r J.f ttP :'a82de ~::-eaks t;.-s r..::s-ulcr 
~o;;ianes;·u.e fenestrati::i:-i ·.;it:-. a 1othic arc:: x1 ':te :iJorway c,nd tr seer r in the 
trar:s.J;:. 

~e ~ain ?Jrtion of tris facsde :-.as tl-:s sa:c:e :e'1estration 3S -she west 
fac3ie with tl:e excection 2f a base~ent entranceway in the south bE7. 

!te full ~ase~ent reflec~s t~e olan of the building anj tas field 
stone ~a~ls ~~ict ~easure ~ feet ti3t. !he~e i~ E dirt floor. 

StJ~e a'1i bric~ piers sup~ort t~e ~assi?e transverse bea~ ~~ic~ is 
:)~1er l =~:J:, ir.. tr:ic:kne~s. -:':-:i5 :..n tu!"n sup Jr:s a s\rste.--: Jf bea·· ... s and 
fl:;::ir jJis ts ·,;t.ict ar 2 circ .ilar sawn. 

:'he e.::st sioe ol., t1-,s '.:luilding tas c carve:: ~assaseway tr.ro.i,sl: t'.:.e 
stJ::e e:-1--~ ea::t 1-.t::.c~ tai :ier.re~ ~ee~ ~lE.Jrei. 

~.;:.ic;:. i: p3inted ;Jl:i. 
There are t~~ ~~r~a: trusses and rJfters, and ~ij-poin: c2llJrs further 

r2i!1fJrced by r.:JJ.nd arcr, rios and kin; ;ost.s. The::e dn~ ~.Jsts ·_,:Ki ribs 
are cha'1fereci cJ:Jd are decorated wi :.:-1 penuan :-s. 

Tte place~er.t '.): the pews is )riginal. 
a isles 'tli th 101 pews '.):1 ea ct side. 

Tr.ere is a central ar.:! side 

!te Ti!fany ~lass ~ini'.)~s have ~ee~ sizned, one 
1396 :'~f.:.~an.~r'" Jlass ~ .. : ~ec:>rating c~~~any, ~Je1v -~:):'''.":." 
tt"!'i:fa:ly ~t'.ld.i:is, !: . .. ! . '' 

readir.g 
A:1 '.J ~her 

nc :>p~rri~tt 
is ~i~ned 

:'.act-. tr:ncept is se::)erated fro:Ti the nave 'cJy a !').ln'.J ?.J:nanes;::ue arct 
sup:orte·:: by a triplet )f enlarged stylized corintnian c::ilumns. 



'.:'he ;.ff st tra;;cept is vent~c. by asyrr. .. 'lletricol::.y placed. windo._.s. 
'.:'he east c:mtains tw::i win:i::iws w'.lich have bi'::>lical sce::es :.:-ii have '::leen 

signei by t{:e Tiffany stujios. 
~e alter area is a '.'10dern sectioy-; sepe:::"at"'j by a r:iunj arch and :'lat 

pila2ters. 
~he original alter had th~ sa'.'1e arches :;nd colu~ns as the t~ancepts. 
3ehinc. the alter area there is :; roo!"l to the west wr;:.ct is c:innected 

to t{:e al tE!r area with a round arch panel d::i-Jr. 
':''.le :-J::>rt:i wall has aY-: exteri::ir e-ntra:ice which is rectan-Iular with round 

arched raised panels and round arch transJ!"l ar.d tracery. 
'.:'te attic c::intains features such as wo::iden blocks enbedcied in the stone, 

(used for exteri::ir decoration acplication), bric~ piers over th= alter area 
:md a wind:,·,, arc{: in the trancept area :nc:de ·11ith three r::iws :)f bric'.{ heaciers. 

'.''-,e vaulted ceilin[ is s .is::::iended ·;,'i th :na ssi ve tircb"'rs ;.;rhict f:::-'.!1 an A­
fra'.'1e for the gable. 

'.,~2terials include franing laths, plaster, :1::ider!1 c .it nails and ,,'1.re 
nails, and st~ds ~edsuring 3 inches by L inches. 



TITLE SEh1GH for TrUNITY CillJRCH AND :IBGTO'.ff 

Liber 1179, Folio 566 July 14, 1941 
Granter: Henry Paul 
Grantee: Vestry of Trinity Church, Towsontown 

naeginning ••• at a st~ne set in ground on south side of Joppa 
30' wide ••• Vfest 63' ••• r·lest 131;2' ••• bounding lot rec()rded ::m the 21st 
day of Je.ly 187) .•• 82/249 conveyed by Washington Townsend ~· wife to 
Vestry of Trinity Church ••• East 56~1 ••• 116 1 to place of be~inning." 

Liber 522, Folio 11 January 2, 19~0 
Granter: George C. Tracey & wife 
Grantee: Henry Paul ~ wife 

Liber 192, Folio 198 May 27, 1892 
Grantor: Adolph 'Stork er wife et. al. 
Gr3nte~: George C. Tracey 

GA--Jo3 

ttBeginning ••• c'Jrner intersection of east side of 9altimore Ave. 
and south side of County Road leading from Tow~ontown to ~iders Switch 
(now called 3herwood 3tati·:m) ••• southerly 114' ••• Easterly 173 '3" ••. 
t::> lot of ground belongin;; to Vestry of Trinity Chllrch ••• 66 1 to SO'Jtherly 
side of Co"J.nty Road generally called Jo::pa or P.iders Switch ••• 178 1 

to pl3ce of beginning." 

Liber 113, Folio 573 February 25, 1885 
Jrantor: David·}. Mcintosh, Trustee 
Grantee: Adolph Stork et. al. 

ALSO: 

Liber 130, Folio 141 July 8, 1~82 
CJ.ran tor: Washin_:st~m Townsend Bl wife \, 
Grantee: Vestry of Trinity Church, 'I'owso!'ltown 

"Jeginning ••• northerly side '.)f Allegheny Ave. t::> a ?C>int distant 
90 1 3 11 ••• fr-:::im the intersection -Jf All~gheny .Ave. and 1:3altim::>re Ave. als:> 
being b~ginning of first line in Deed fr'.)f!I Washington To-.,rse-nd 91 wife 
to Vestry of Tr-i_ni ty Church, Towso-:itown ••• 82/1!~9 •.• northerly 98 '3" ••• 
northerly 166 1 •••• 166 1 to place of beginning." 

Liber 82, Folio 149 July 21, 1873 
}ran tor: TJashin~t-:::in Towsend 
Jr3ntee: Vestry of Trinity Church, Towsontoem 

" •.• 98'3" fra::n intersection ::if Allegheny & Balto. Aves ••• 80 1 ••• 166 1 ••• 11 
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In 1839, a number of the Protestants of TO\vsontown proposed 

the formation of a place of worship. A chapel was erected on the site 
of an old powder magazine on the property of Henry B. Chew, who 
donated the ground on which it was built. It was known as Epsom 
Chapel. Epsom Chapel was constructed of stone and seated about one 
hundred persons. The chapel was dedicated on Sunday, November 30, 
1839, by Reverend Samuel Kepler, of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

From 1839 to 1859, difficulty was experienced in obtaining 
Protestant Episcopal ministers, and in 1859 the Episcopalians, who 
had worshipped at Epsom, together with persons of ot'her denomina­
tions, decided that they should have their own place of worship. Con­
sequently, they transferred their services to. the Odd Fellows Hall. 
The first Protestant Episcopal minister of record to conduct services , 
in Towsontown was Reverend Charles R. Howard in 1857. He con­
d;.:.~~e.:l se:-vices at Epsom Chapel. The lot on which Trinity Church 
now stands was donated in 1856 by Enos Smedly, who at that time was 
one of the largest land owners in the vicinity of Towson; the stone used 
in its construction was given by John Ridgely of Hampton. 

Through the efforts of Mr. Ridgely and others, the constitution 
for Trinity Church was approved on July 7, 185 8. It was acknowledged 
before the Baltimore County Court on May 31. 1859. The church was 
dedicated on Ascension Day, May 30, 1860. so it has been in existence 
for over one hundred year's. 

The Chapel or Parish House was completed in 1876. Mr. John 
Ridgely donated the stone for its construction. In 1882, Dr. Grafton 
M. Bosley presented the church with additional ground for a. Rectory. 
This land was sold, however, and the present site o! the Rectory wa.s 
acquired. The present Rectory was completed in October, 1883. and 
again Mr. Ridgely quite generously donated the stone used in its con­
struction. 

It is interesting to note that Trinity has had but foar rectors 
since its inception: Reverend John Francis HoH served from July 20. 

/ 
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i, STATE Maryland 
couNTY Baltimore 
rov.N Towson v1c1N1TY Dist. IX 
sTr<EET No. Allegheny Avenue 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

0 RIG IN AL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PR~Sl'.NT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO OF STORIES 

HISTORIC Al.'ER1c .. u; BUILDINGS SURVEY 

1NvnnoRY BA-~ 2 03 

2. NAME Trinity Protestant Episcopal 
Church 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

A RCHI TE CT 

BUILDER 

1860 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FO:ATURE:S, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Land donated in 1856 by Enos Smedley of Towson. The stone 

The for the buildings was given by John Ridgely of Hampton. 

original Parish House was built in 1876; the rectory in 1883, 

and the enlarged church in 1891. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TPUCTUFE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUGLISHE!:' SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVl~WS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ':TC. 

(second HABS report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
March 20, 1968 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE c1F RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORC 
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1. STATE 

COUNTY 
Maryland 
Baltimore Co. 

rowr-; Towson v1c1N1TY Dist. IX 
STREET NO. Allegheny Ave. 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 
church 

PRESENT USE shurch 
WALL CONSTRUCT! i\l. 

stone 
NO. OF STORIES 

HISTOP.IC AMERICAtl BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY B1;J - ~10:3 

2. NAME Trinity Protestant Episcopal 
Church 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

1860 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Land donated in 1856 by Enos Smedley of Towson. The stone for 
the buildings was given by John Ridgely of Hampton. The original 
parish house was built in 1876. The rectory was built in 1883. 
The church was enlarged in 1891. 

5. PHY;fCAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, 'OTC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc. 
Agriculture Bldg. 
Texas, Md. 

DA TE OF RECORD March 20, 1968 
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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1858 until his death on December 18, 1881; Reverend\\. H H 

Powers, D. D., succeeded Dr. Hoff on June 4, 1831. and sc:rvcd 

until August 1917, (three of his children now reside in To·.vsor and 
its vicinity - Mr. Donald W. Powers, Attorney at Law. Reverend 

Hugh Powers, now retired and Mrs. C. Gus GrasoYL) Reverend 

Henry B. Lee succeeded Dr. Powers in 1918. Reverend W C Ro­

berts succeeded Dr. Lee and is the present pastor 

As is usual, most ch1irches are not consecrated until they 

are free from debt- Consequently, this important service occurred 

on October 13, 1885. the Right Reverend William Paret, Bishop of 
Maryland. officiating. The Reverend John S. Lindsay preached the 
sermon The bell of the church was installed in 1870 and the pipe 
organ in 1887. In order to me et the req;.iirements for a fast - growing 

congregation. the church was enlarged in 1891 During Dr. Roberts' 
a elm ini::., tration, a beautiful and modern hall has been erected and_ is 

u s..:cl not only for church purposes, but also serves as a meeting 

place for rnany local civic groups-
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