
D1XA~ULAT.i!: CONCEPTION CHURCH 

The Catholic Church had been growing up on Satyrs Hill since 1844 when 
the first building, a tiny wooden frame structur~ was erected. Prior to 
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th3t time mass had been celebr3ted in the old town hall above Shealey's store. 
There are many church buildings that s.irraund the church itself and 

these include scnool buildings, a rect'.)ry, a convent and residences for tte 
staff. ::ost of these are pre-1930 structures and many are 19th century 
buildin~8. The church itself occupies the highest paint of the hill and is 
a genuine gothic structure which was finished in 1904. The buil~in? is large 
and is one :if the most architecturally C'JmpleY structures in Towson. It 
is constructed of native marble and broc.mstone and is designed in the ?rench 
Gothic mode thus featurin;s sich typical elements as pointed arch windows, 
a r:)se wind::>w in the west facade, 3 clerestory and buttres,es. The in"~erior 
was nearly stripped in a 1960 1 s renovation, however, some fabric rewains 
fr::nn the original interi'.)r wr,ich was very ornate and q:iite elegant. Chief 
an;ong the survivor is tne press~c'. :r.etal ceilin5 and wall c:Jvering which 
adds tJ the French flavour .Jf the b:.iilding via its fleur '.ie lis m;;tif. 
:libbed vaulting and hasses remain and in a few places one can fi::1d remnants 
of tn~ beautif.1.l marblP. floors anu wainscot. This marble is said to nave 
c.J:ne :Jut :Jf tue old Baltirn;;re .Exchan.;e buila.ini; desi5ned by Latr'.)be eind 
4odefroy c. 1816. 



Immaculate Conception Church--- North Chapel 

The north chapel of Immaculate Conception Church remains the most 

unaltered portion ef the interior. It contains the most unaltered fabric, 

including marble wainscotting and flooring. The wainscotting is approxilllately 

four feet high and consists of 8" white squares joined by 3" black squares 

that form a diamond pattern on both the floor and walls. A marble chair -

rail separates the marble wainscotting from the pressed metal which covers 

the reaining wall space as well as the ceiling. The pressed metal features 

tiny embosseed squares on the spandrels, while the walls display medalions 

and fleur de lis encircled with gothic tracery. The spandrel ribs end in 

pedaments that contain egg and dart molding. The ribs , window and door trim 

has been painted to simulate gilding and portions of the metal trim suggest 

copper plating. 

On the east wall remains the outline of an alter which was situated 

between two windows~ which exist within a gothic shaped niche. At the point 

where the ribs meet in the ceiling remains a figure,gillded, possibly a 

cartouche or rosette of some kind. In one portion of the wa.inscott there is 

an inset panel made of red and black marble. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

In 1963 the Church of the Immaculate underwent a renovation that 
was the result of both necessary maintainance and a change in Catholic 
doctrine. As a result a good deal of the interior fabric was removed 
such as the marble al tar and the pews and the green, ,.;hi te and gold color 
scheme changed to gray. The stained glass with lead frames were replaced 
with ~odern glass that is predominantly blue and in many cases the windows 
were sealed up altogether resulting in a much darker and cooler atmosp•ere. 
Ove.r0ll it may be said that the church was reduced in its ornateness in 
an effort to make it more struct•J.I'ally sound and to give it a more ~odern 
appearance. 

On the exterior besides the alterations to the fenestrati:m the most 
noticeable change in the appearance of' the builoing was the addition of 
the spire just East of the center of the ridge. Prior to the alteration 
the primary decoraticn to the roof was the Christian monogram 11IHS 11 worked 
into the pattern of the slate roof. The initials were made of colored 
slates and could be re3d far below on either side of the Joppe ridge. 

The history of this church has been printed in several places at 
different times. What ap~·ears to be the r.iost accurate descripti'.)n is 
found in the Souvenir Journal and Sketch of the ·~hurch of the Immaculate 
(Towson, 1903) and "History of"""friimaculate-Conception Churc~Towson"~st 
1947) both of which are to be found among :~,m:y other i terns in the church 
archives. Copies of each are attached. 

From these re~ords one learns that the complex of buildings which comprises 
th~ Immaculate evolved over a period of many yea~s beginning in the late 
19t': century. The ffrst church was a small frame building at 108 Ware 
Ave. that was errected in 1284. That church was known as "St. Francis" 
and served a fast growing parish at least until 1897 when construction of 
the present church began under the direction of !i'ather ~':athe~• O'Keefe. 
There is record of the f Jct that the present sacristy WJS finished almost 
S' ven years before the maj_'l church and that Father 0 1 Keefe occupied the 
upper level as his residence. There is reason to believe that mass may 
have been celebrated below prior to the dedicatiJn of the main ch-..irch, 
but no proof. 

According to church records there was no architect other than Father 
0 1 Keefe who saw to the buildings evolution based on his acquaintance with 
St. Mary's in Norfolk, Virginia. It is sdid that the priest collected 
materials on the site for years prior to completion and that tt.ese materials 
were both donated and salvage stuf.i· from other buildings such as the famous 
Baltimore Exchange. 

A lack of an architect and the use of locally scavenied materials in 
no way detracts from the arctitectural 1uality of ttis church and oddly 
enough it was only through a planned renovation that the Immaculate has 
recently lost much of its character. It remains one of if not the most 
arc hi tectiJ.rally complex bu.ildings in the area. 

Tne Immaculate is a direct decendent of the European Gothic Churches 
of the 12th and 13th centuries and can be seen as French in particular. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

:he :at:-_'.)lic Church had been ~rJwin;; up '.)D 3atyrs Hill since 1884. 
when the first build.in~, a tiny wo'.)den frame structure was erected. 
?rior t.0 tbat time mass had beeL celebr<J ted in t.he old town hall ab:ive 
Shealey-'s st'.)re. 

There are many churcri buildin6s tnat su.rround the church itself and 
these include sc,,o'.)l buildings, a rectory, a CJnvent ana r.:sidences for the 
staff. l'l:)st of these are pre-1930 str:.ictures and many are 19tr:i century 
b·.iildin:~s. ':'he cnurch i tse..1.f occ_.i_pies the highest point or' the hill :,nd 
is a genuine 5otr1ic str.icture wbich w0"s finisr,ed in 1904. '.i.'he buildin~ is 
lar6e and is :me 01' Le~ ;,10st arcni tectJ.rc.lly C'Jmplex str'1ctu.r~s in 'i'ows . .m. 
It is c:mstructecl of native rnarole an:i or::iwnstJne ana is ::iesigned in the 
French 3:Jthic mode thus featuring such ty}Jical elements as pointed 0:rch 
windows, a rose winaow in the west facade, a clerestory and buttresses. 
The interior was nearly stripped in a 1960 1 s renovation,however, some 
fabric remains fr:Jm thi:: original interior whic: was very ornate and qx'_ te 
ele,~ant. ::hief among the sirvi V'.)r is the pres:;ed metal ceiling and wall 
coverin~ which adcis to the French flavour of the buildin? via its fle.ir 
de lis motif. R.ib'")ed vaulting and basses remain and in a few i)laces one 
can find rerr~ants of the beautiful marble floJrS and wainsc:Jt. TI:lis 
marble is said to have come ::iut :Ji' the old 3al tim:)re Excl:ange bail::iin~ 
designed b r LatrobP and Godefr'.)y c. 1816. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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While there is no strict formula for recogm.zing such a str'..lcture such elements 
as rib-vaults, clerestory windows and buttressed walls are peculiar to the 
~othic as is the pointed arch which is repeated constantly in the fenestration, 
doorways, vaulting and in decorative motifs. Likewise the French fleuP.de~lis 
may be seen in the pattern of the metal walls and at the base of the cruci­
fixes which adorn the west facade. wnile the plan is less than complete it 
nevertheless is represenative of a basilican plan containing a nave with 
side aisles, the original side altars suggest a transept as does the polygonal 
bay behind the al tar and ambulatory. Both a blind and functional clerestory 
rise above the nave. The grant rose window which occupies nearl:r all of 
the sec'.Jnd story of the west facade is yet another G'.Jt!:.i.c element. The 
gargoyled spire is a part of the 1960's renovation which adds a great deal 
to the medieval flavor o: the bu~lding. 

Tne symbolic quili ties of tnis church are liKe any "house of Jod" ou.t 
ttere are additional meanings which are strongly hinted at in 3ouvinir ••• 
That this pristine marble construction sits upon the areas highest till is 
more th.<m coincidental with its role of being a monur~ent to the 7ir;;in ?~ary, 
the :rJother Jf .}od, pure in mind and b0dy, ar,d sJ.bject of the "Imrnacul.;.te 
0onception. '1 The pamphlet in f.1ct refns to what has ah;ays been called Satyrs 
~idge as 1'!fontia l"aria. 11 Prior to rnodern highrise ccnstri.1ctior, the l;rniaci.!late 
was Towson's most prominant building and it needed no spire. 

1'he church is orie;:-ited longi tudinall:r on the traJi ti:>nc.l 'tJ~st to East 
axis with the west facade being the main or e~t~9nCP side. It consists 8f 
a 2J_z story gable-er,ded :nain "!:>lock flanked ~y l~ story shed roofej wings. 
?r:nr the c0rners 0f e>acb wing project ~olygonal turrets of the sa~e 1-:"!ight as 
the wing (Westwork a?pearance). Like the other facades, the west is characterized 
by an arrangement of seemin~ly contrasting materials. The smooth evenly cut 
ar.d coursed marble blocks are set of.i' oy the dar\< and rough brownstone trim 
of tr.e windows and doors as well as the darkness '.)f the slate roof. 

The central hay of the w~st faca'.:ie is defin!!d by two :?1-;? story angle­
buttresses ?laced at the corners of the ~ain block. An entrance projects off 
of this bay and is covered with a sharply :-itched g ,ble capped with a combination 
fleur~e-lis and crucifix. Th:.s motif repeats that of the main gable a8ove. 
The roof of the entrance is flanked by two small ''3lind" gothic windows. 
The clerestory level is defined b.- a pair of triplet arched windows (6 in all) 
made blind ty alterations. The west facade is dominated by the huge circle of 
the rose window which occupies :nost of t.he ilpper half of the facade. The 
circular frane is accomp ished via keystones. The c~r<.:le is fr<HiE:d by a square 
of brov.'Tlstones laid in a dentil-like pattern. The facade ends on a sr1arply 
pointed gab.le wt:ich repeats the cross and fleur-de-lis of the ent!'nnce below. 
Tne gable i.s vented by a triad of winaows which has tne center window being 
the tallest of the three. 

Tte large gothic arched central entr<rnce with its wooden tracery above 
the door is repeated on a smaller scale by the entrance doors of the side 
wings. Above these are pairs of cle~estory windows filled with colored glass. 

The exterior sides :if the church are quite similar exce:?t for : he differ­
ences between the projecting vestry and sacristy. Each has a polygonal 
( 6 exterior sides) t0wer :ir spire on the west end wr,ict is crowned "'i th a 
conical cap. The side aisles project fr'.:'m the main block and are covered 
by a shed roofed wing. The roof is the same slate as the main block and the 
walls are made '.Jf the s Me marble. They are reinforced ~Y an~le buttresses made 
decorativP by alternating brownstones witt marble. The effect is distinctive 
and not unlike that achieved in Islamic arches with alternately cclored 
voussoirs. Like the main roof the eaves of the wings are brackated with dentils. 



Secondary stone ~uttresses rise from within and exit the aisle roof to 
help support the clerestory wall. The highest clerestory is functional and 
the windows are filled with colored glass. ~hey are wide and somewhat 
squatty when compared with the other windowi. Their brownstone arches have 
woite (marble?) keys. 

The sides of the building r 11n nine straight bsys i!1 length with -f:te building 
ending on the East in a five sided polygon. 

The difference between the two sides is in the appendages of the east 
corne .. ·s. The northeast corner contains a ::me story vestry which is nearly 
square and contains pairs of gothic arched windows in its east and north walls. 
The r'.:>of is hiored, c::iv~·red with sl.<ite and finished with '::>rackets. 

The S'.'.lutheast corner concludes in a somewhat r,iore involved :nanner. The 
s:;cristy is nearly a sepe ·ate builr1.ing and it adjoins the church on the S')Uth­
east corner and pr::>jects to the South. It is two bays 1ride and three deep and 
stands the epuivolant of one and one-half stories high. The buildin~ ~s capped 
with a large gable-end r:):>f which r.as two large ~abled d:Jrme:rs on eJch side. 
1hese ~ormers hav~ g:Jttic windows in carved wooden franes. The walls are of 
the sBme construction as the church. 

Exterior dec'.'.lration ")f the sacristy includes curvilinear bracketed ~a7es, 
vergeboard running the entire length of the eaves (h?les and lines suggesting 
a very plain American ·Jothic) and a fishscale pattern w::inced into sev~ral of 
the mid-courses of the sl2te roof. These feat~res s'.lgc;est the '~ueen Anne 
style. 

In the center of the south gable is a gray stone which reads "A.D. 1897~ 
The sacristy was the first construction and the rest of the church followed in 
stages over the nex~ six or seven years. 

There is a projecting entrance on tne solltn side and it repeats thf: r.1otif 
of the south gable by c:Jntaining a blocK at the apex of the gable wcich is 
in fact a pedestal for a celtic cross of carvP.a stone. 



(Church ac:::u"'.'lul'."Jted many :.'ar~els '.)Ver a period '."Jf time. Tax Tia;J is n.)t 
specific in locati'.)ns) 

Liber lLL 2 ~ ~'::ili '.) 302 ::arc!-: lJ, l %6 
}ran tor: franK W. Proctor ;, wife 
.}r'l>:tee: Archbishop of 13al timore 

,S2 acres (reciprocal) Two parcels 1) 
2) .i..r? acres Liber 1420/79 December 7, 19L5 

Jrantor: iliza RidJely 
.Jrantee: >i'ranK .-J. Proctor & wife 
See /lot 3".>::ik 6/32, ;e·Jrge =i. l::nsor 

Liber 377, ?olio 55G ~ay 2, 1911 
J.rantor: ~liza .tlidgely 
-1rantee: T:::1ws:>n ·, Cocr<:eysville iilectric Railway 66' strip 

J~dicial Rec".>rds: Liber 2J9, Folio 235 Nove1~er, 190L 
John ":?.idgely of :..fam?ton Vs. Ctl-io E. Rid::;ely et. al. 
See lot f( 16 in Ridsely di vision shown on plat on p. 322 

Liber 2~8, Folio LOJ Aoril 27, 1393 
.}ran tor: le:irge E. ~eardon 9.• wife 
lrantee: Archbishop ,f 9altimore 

J?our l'.)t~ - tw:i lots obtaineri fr:im :'ink~rton ?eb. 3, lR?J 
,JT."1') 170/377 
two lots obtained fro~ Valv~rda A. P. Ware ~pril 17, 1A93 
96/19L 

Liber 1'"'2, Foli:> 375 Decerr.ber 18, 1Ri35 
Jrant'.)r: ~enry 3. Chew et. al. 
Jrantee: ~ev. Ja~es Jib~ons 

3eginninl at ••• first line of Jrd lot mentioned in division of 
Charles ~. Cnew's 2roperty (Jan~ary 18, 1867) ••• e~d of 2nd line of 
tract inctentured by Josiah J~arsh to Hn.ry B. Chew (Janc:.ary 31, 1334) 
••• tou.c'.ling w~st si::e of !or~ ·rurnpit<e ••• c::mtaining 9 acres, ? r:ids 
and L sq~are perches. 

)~ing the 3rd lot of la:Jj ciescribec in Cnew µarti. ti m :Jnrl ;'2rt of 
land ~~ntioned in 19/5wO 3ept~mber, 185? 
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TowN v1c1N1TY Dist. IX 
STREET No. Joppa Rd. at Bosley 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE church 
PRESENT OWNER 

p RESENT USE church 
WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 
stone 

2. NAME The Catholic Church of The 
Immaculate Conception 

DATE OR PERIOD 1887 
STY LE 

A RCHI TE CT 

BUILD ER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Imposing stone structure situated high on a hill. Site acquired 
by Father Matthew O'Keefe, pastor. After 1900 other buildings 
were added including the pastor's residence, a convent and school 
building. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author. Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC. 

Interior Exterior 

7, PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc. 
Agriculture Bldg. 
Texas, Md. 

( ~·~.!..,,""".:' 1-/rJBs ,~r:·.._r) 
DA TE OF RECORD March 2 0 , 19 6 8 
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