
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

0NAME 
HISTORIC 

William Jackson House 
AND/OR COMMON 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

2 Cedar Ave. 
CITY. rowN 

Towson _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 

:K.BUILDINGIS) x_PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 2'.._YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES. UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Charles C.Hassett 
STREET & NUMBER 

4 :edar Ave. 
CITY. TOWN 

l'owson _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REG1sTRYOFDErns.nc County Courts Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

·rows on 

II REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Ninth 
COUNTY 

Balt.:.more 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL ~PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
Maryland 21204 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

4017 
J4 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -.STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

4-ALTERED 

,..., ,'\. ....... -·) 

~~,.,.- ,c.._•. 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

July.1979 

It has been formerly r=corded that this house was built 
c, 1860 by a man named "Jacob Reese" and was once the gatehouse 
for the estate of 0 .:\igturth V2-le" owned by John Owens, -~rchival 
research, however, has turned up nothing to support this story. 
From 1853 until his death in 1901, George Ries owned this house 
3.nd otners ::;long "Ola York Road" or Cedar .-,venue a.s it is pre­
sently know~. John Owens does not ar;ear in the chain cf title, 
and it is most proba~le the names George ?ies and Jacob Reese 
have been confused through the years. 

As to the date of the house, it is possibly a pre-1860 
structure especially if it is the builaing indicated on a plat 
drawn in 1820 on a p2rcel owr..ed by the "Jacksons". William Jack­
son appe-rs on the l·S50 ma::- of B..jltinore City and County and was 
the person who solo to Jeorge Ries in 1853. fhe house, ~owever, 
has been Victorianized so very few elerrents exist to suggest such 
an early date of constructi:n. 

Exterior: 

The 2~ story structure is con:;Jossd of uncut stone walls, stone 
foundation and gable end roof. It is "three b?..ys wide, two bays 
deep, and the fenestrstion is reeula.r with 6/6 sash windows. 

- .t'he souti. facade is the rr.ain ~ f::ic :cde and faces "the intersecticn 
of York Ro3.d 'lnd Ced2r c;.Ve. 'ihe centrally loc'.'lted entra....-1ce with 
side lights s..nd tr:::insom are covered with a flat roof porch sup­
ported by square columns. '1here 3..re v.ride brick lintels over the 
door, two cellar windows and the first story windc1ws with a nar­
rower lintel over the second story windows. fhe wi~dows h~ve 
beaded fr:::.mes, wavy glass, ':ind louvered 2hutters. The fenestration 
is slightly irregular with the westernmost bay of ~ne second level 
beir..g a double three lig:~t casement inste cd of sash. 

The deen eaved roof has two evenly spaced g~bled darners which 
also have deep eaves ~na small 6/6 saEh windows. Brick corbeled 
and capped interior end ct1imneys pierce the ridge. 

The east and west facades or gable ends are winaowless, how­
ever, the east fac de does contain an entr~ce with its own hi:;-:ped 
roof porch in the northernmost bay. Interir~ exarniLation snows 
tnis to be non-functior:;:i.l as -chere is no evidence of ?~'1. opening 
on the interior wall. Ihere is also a bulk head cellar entrance 
in the south bay. 

Most of ~he north fac~ae is covered with a centrally loc3ted 
l~ story fr~~e addition, However, the outer bays exposed are 
similar to those of the south facaae including the casement win­
dow in the west bay of tr,e second s"tory ::::..::d the twc gs.bled darners. 
There is one small three light casement window occupying that 
part of the centr~l bay wh~ch is ex;osed. 

The one bay wide three tsy long addition is covered with clap­
boards and rests on a stone foundation. It has a gable roof with 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



-Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x_ 1800-1899 

_1900-

-ARCHECJLCJGY-PREHISTORIC 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-AGRICULTURI; 

-XARCHITECTURE 

__ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXP LORA Tl 0 N!SETTLEM ENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES '.-,~-,....- . ..; ~ __ + , ..,,_._ ~~....-+. BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
..J::;•....,J ... ,;._.. ~1 v..arver J..7 ..... L ~ .... t:'.J.uu.ry 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER iSPECIFYI 

·::-::;.le '.1~- -;,':::.Js~cal evidence injicates ":.l~at -:~::;.s :-ious- :.s t:-:2 sa:'le w:_ch 
a_ ~J83:'~~ :Jn a:-l l~-2-:, ~la-: Jf the ClJ :Jr:~ -=:Jsd ;,_:;3dar rlt.Tenu:::) ~{{1ict .. :..ncludes 
Jac~sJn's prJ)ertJ, it is C 0~tainl; pJssible that it ~as ~ere durin~ the 
)Wr:ersr.ip :if -.:.llier:l Jac<~:-r.., w :i J~·r:-:.:oi ":.l:e lac:·.i until 1353 ·.:her; he S)ld. 
t:J Je:::.rge .:t=.es. 

:he t~·~J s- ~'JYJ st~ne str...:.ct·i~t Jf a G2~t,2r '.:all ~:an w~.~ jE:fir:itl:r 3 
~ar~ J: t:~e . .i~:Jr~e ? .. :.8s es:i te a:l=i '{ ... ~as )r::;-~dbl/ t~E :~ain dhTell:.r:.;- :-:Juse. 
~-=Jr;e ::ies was a l::>c~al ~:_ac~snit:'"2 -r,v~-.. 'J :n"7~:::ici seve::-'al struct'.~r~s alJng ~~erl.ar 

Ave::uc i:-ic~uji:i__: a :-1a~~Si11i t:-. s: ;)f·, wf:eel1t.!rig:-:t _:;::S ~~air:t 5[1or.: ··---..... E'JTie 
jxe~:~ t::iuses. ::e ~;)rked as a h:'...ac·-~sT'..L: et leas':. as 'a:-1-r a::: +:,'--,;:; 1P5'.::'s 
as ~is r..3~~ i~ !is~sj in t~0 ~irectJrf of ~alti~8re, :arr:ill 3~~ ~arf)rd 
::;:Junt:.E:s, J. ?ra:><: 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Baltimore County L~~d Records 
Baltimore County Will Records 
~aD of Baltimore City and County J. Sianey, 1850 & Robert Taylor,1857 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

D!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See attachment 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

'), Ov.iogs Schultz WAYNE L. NIELD. 11 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- I 108 
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deep eaves, 6/6 sash windows on the ;irst level and 6/3 S8Sh on the 
second, and louvered shutters held with flat shutter locks. 

A single story addi~i~n one bqy to ~he ~or~h is also covered 
with clapboards but rests on a block foundation. 

Interiori Main Block: 

><:ven the basement shatis signs of alteration. l.'he full basement 
with rubble walls 6 feet 10 inches high has been aivided into two 
rooms. 7he walls in the west room have been stuccoed and wnite­
washed a~d the floor is trick. rhe cresent owner explained a rumor 
which says the brick was placed afte~ a past owner's-favorite horse 
had been buried here sometine in the early 20th century. 

solid rectangular chimney support is along the west wall and 
there is a he"rth support assembled with carpenters' joints. Ex­
posed joists,mechanically vertically sawn, have layers of whitewash 
and rest on a one inch wooden plate set into masonry walls. Collar 
ends are beveled. 

In the east room, a brick segmental arch in the stone chimney 
sup··ort has an opening 43 inches square and was at one time 18 inches 
deep. lhis was used as a fireplace and suggests that this area was 
used as a living area. Further evidence is the lath and plaster 
ceiling and the now enclosed interior access which was centr?lly 
located along the north wall. 

The first level shows ~he original center hall and side parlor 
plan of the :'.lain block with interior end chimneys. j_'he hall itself 
was 5-5~ feet wide with stairs against the interior west wall (A 
partition between the hall and the east roam has been removed). 
~he open string stairs with plqin step ends have two thin turned 
balusters per step wi~h a newel post at the base wnich has a ball top. 

Both the east and west µrlors contain chimneys wr.ich project 
into the room 17 inches with a breast width of 85~ inches and open 
fireplaces. The mantels are composed of plain pilasters, surround 
and frieze which are put togetner with nortise-tenon-and-i:runr..el. 
The pilasters of ~he west parlor differ from those in ~he east in 
that they support the frieze instead of running flush with the edge. 
A very thin ogee moulding is around the opening of the surround. 
The shelf projects 6t inches, is 63 inches long and has a plain 
transitional moulding. 

The second story repeats the plan of the first, also containing 
3 fir~~lace in the east and west rooms similar to those below. 

7he present ac:ess to the attic is not original to the ~ain 
block as there is a depression in ~he attic floor where original 
hair plaster c~ be seen. Features seen in this attic include a 
rid~e pole, random width flooring (up to 18 inches) and a bricked­
i~ chimney with the stone portion rising 5 feet above the floor. 
The dormers utilize the ridge pole and the side panels are attached 
with cut nails. 

Interior, Frame Portion: 

The frame portion is a one-room-up / one-down plan. 
The first level has a vertical tongue and groove beaded wain­

scott with a chair rail 33 inches high. A fireplace is located on 
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the north wall with an opening 42 inches wide and 18 inches deep. 
The segmental arch is 46 inches high, and the surround is 46 inches 
wide by 48 inches high. ~here are plain pilasters and a transi­
tional ogee moulding between the frieze and shelf, The shelf itself 
is 69 inches long and projects 9 J/4 inches. 

The nortnwest corner of the room contains an enclosed string 
stair with storage space beneath. Cut nails and mechanic~lly verti­
cally sawn timbers are seen. 

The second level has random width flooring and a chimney stack 
reduced to the width of a flue. 
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327 

278 

12 

3L =.:re.[;::~r ':':i·.-rs:>r: :evel:Jp­
~ent, :~r~orat~J~ 

Jegir::-:i~g 3:, ~ :--:s cen:,eY' 'Jf ~:irk ~u.~n;-::.f.:c ~~a:: ~-: :r.E: e::.~ :-f :,'~e 

secJ~j line J~ a ~arcel cf la:.j ccnve~ed by ~~llia~ ~acks:n to 
;i?JrgP ~-=-ss ~ ... =iee,~ :!~:,c:i ~-~3? 17, ie53, =-~:--::1 ::e8orj 5/2~2 ... 

:;::;:-the-sst 203 fe~t tJ i:14:ie~se:: a li!'"le irawn ~,::>r~::-:i .. Tes-: .::rJrJ tte 
., c:'1 
........ -~ ..I... fe<.:-':, 

2::1 as M 2 Ceiar ~venue. 

Ju~ne l t., _, 1952 

1903 

27 Ju::.y 16, 19C3 

3ein2 lot ~ l recorded on 
~es~a .. e::t of }e~r~e ~i~s, 

u. ~'Jwar1 isaa~, ht~'Jrney 

J. ~ar~ 3trctec~er ~ ~ife 

~c~e ?er~anent M~t~al Land 
-~ 3uilciing Asscciati:m 

Jrcater ~JASJ~ :evel~p­
~ent, ~cr~cratic~ 

.J. 

r.:..s wi:'e ,:.lice ::e~.J.s.)n :-:urdcct 
~epte~ber 17, 1909. 

~. ~oward Isaac, Attorney :--: C;;'Je Pe::- '."'a:--ie::t :~-..:.. t ua l =.ar. ci 
]c.li l iing ;..s s 'JC ia tic:. 

~Jr~ga~e :ase 229/371, !~17 22, i;c3 
~hs:)iJ!"e ). qies ?: ~·r:..:e i?t. al t:> ~:8we ~er:Ja::e::t ~·~'J.~:J.a~ :~·9"'.'"::i --. ~.;il:i:.:::3', 

;,,ss:i::: ia ti Jr:. 

".,r: .... ·---.J -.. .... 

I'.~rch 13, 

(See at~~cn~ent) 

..: :)r:' t: 



2!1 t~e east si:ie '.)f t~e ~alt:."'l:>re 'ln::i ~'.)r:-c ;'urnpii<e '.ba::i abJ-1t 
~;2 rn:.les fr'.);:i ?21 +,::_.--;-,'.)!'e ~i ty, be::..ng ;;art '.)I tracts ''Ja;o;es :"''=a~JT.:s ·r 
J;.:i ·•::a :':..ls ?el lo;.;ship'' 

3eg:.nning at t~e ~entEr :>f "':"~J~ :'urr:pike =asterl:r ?as~ t:-:e ce:iar -:ree 
t'.) a st'.)ne in +,~5 west s:.de c~ 21~ ~'.)r< ~'.)aj, 3J~tterl; ~'.) ::..~tersect 

~-:;y.-: 7..ir::pi~e t:J t.he be;Zir:r.in; :::J:~~ai~1iG5 1-.;; ac:-c. 



..iecrc:;e R.ie~;, =..ast ',/ill ~ ~esta:-:ient in ·:.~ill 3::iok 12/13::; 
.i:arch 13, 1901 

~ics: 

L::;:, ~! 1: 

''all t~tse t~ . .;:; l~ts ... being r1art 'Jf t~e l~.sd ... 
CJnveyeci tJ ~e by ~illia~ Jacks:::~ 3~j ~ife 
by ciee.:i iated ~·:ay 17' 1333" a•:io' S/2C2 be::.ni;; 
lot # l a~~ lot j 3 Jn the ~lat recJr~e2 witt 
tr:e will. 

(see plat Ji., 
le:)i ~e -ties, 

t~e 

"-:'ogetter wi tr: U:e :'we2.lin~ :-:JJ.se, "lac'.<sni -:r-. Shop, ·;·teelwrig'.:t 
S1;;.~p ::nd ::>tter i.mp~Jve:!ents erec~ed t~e~e~n. '' 

Lot# 3: 

LJ r.. ;J 2: 

" ••. with tr.e two :iwellins; houses 2mc. :::ither i.".>fl:::'Jvernen:.s tr.ereo:-' .• 11 

Exec,;.r,Jrs )f trie ~·'iill - :'.'beJciJre ~ •. Ues 
::har .:..es il.. _ties 
~llia~ 5. ~eec~, nt~:::irney 
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1. STATE Maryland 
couNTY Baltimore Co. 
TOWN Towson v1c1N1TY Dist. IX 
STREET No. York Road 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 
stone 

HISTOP.IC AMERICt-.tl B!JILDI NGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY 

2. NAME # 2 Cedar Ave. 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

1860's 

BUILDER Jacob Reese 
3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

A stone house, built originally by Jacob Reese, was once a 
wheelright shop, also a gate house to Aigburth Manor when 
John Owens owned it. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TPUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERlllEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

Jn teri or Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc. 
Agriculture Bld. 
Texas, Md. 

Di-;f~-;-;co::"I1ar%t:--ro), 19 6 s 
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