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CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Towson — VICINITY OF Ninth
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EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X _OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S} X PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL _.PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL )\;PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT __INPROCESS 2 YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
—NO __MILITARY __OTHER"
PY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
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Cedar ave,
CITY. TOWN sTaTE , zlp code
~owson — VICINITY OF Maryland 21204
I LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:
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Folio #: 34
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CITY. TOWN
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
XGOoD __RUINS X _ALTERED __MOVED pate_JUly, 1979
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

It has been formerly r=corded that this house was built
c. 1860 by 2 man named "Jacob Reese"” and was once the gatehcuse
for the estate of "aigburth Vzle" owned by John Owens. airchival
research, however, has turned up nothing to support this story.
From 1853 until his death in 1901, George Ries owned this house
and otners zlong "Ola York Road” or Cedar :venue as it is pre-
sently known. John Cwens dces not aypcear in the chain cf title,
and it is most probatle the names George Xies and Jacob Reese
have bteen confused through the yezrs.

As to the date of the house, it is possibly a pre-1860
structure especially if it is the building indiczted on z plat
drawn in 1820 on a parcel owned by the "Jacksons", Willizm Jack-
son apre~rs on ithe 1850 mar of Baltimore City znd County and was
the person who sold to George ®ies in 1853, The house, nowever,
has been Victorizanized so very few elements exist Toc suggest such
an early date of constructi:n.

Exterior:

The 25 story structure is conposzd of uncut stone walls, stone
fecundation and gable end roof. It is tThree bays wide, two bays
deep, and the fenestr=tion is regular with 6/6 sash windows.

1he sout:. facade is the mwmzain fac:=de znd faces the intersecticn
of York Road and Cedzr ave. T1he centrally loczted entrance with
side lights =znd transom zre covered with a flat roof porch sup-
ported by square cclumns. There zre wide brick lintels over the
door, two cellar windows and the first story wiridows with a nar-
rower lintel over the second story windows. ihe windows have
beaded frames, wavy g£lass, and louvered shutters. The fenestration
is slightly irregular with the westernmost bay of tTne second level
teing a double three lignt casement inste:d of sash,

The deev eaved roof hzas two evenly sraced gztled dermers which
also have ceep eaves =na smzll 6/6 sacsh windows. Brick corbeled
and carped interior end crnimneys pierce the ridge.

The ezst and west facades or gable ends are winaowless, how-
ever, the east fac 'de does contain an entrznce with its own hirped
roof porch in the northernmost bay. Interirr examination snows
tnis to be non-functioral zs there is no evidence of an opening
on the interior wazll. 7There is =zlsc a bulk head cellar entrance
in the south bay.

¥ost of the north faczde is covered with a centrally loczted
1z story frame aadition. However, the outer bays exposed are
cimilar to those of the south facade including the casement win-
dow in the west bay of the seccond story =znd the twc g=tled dormers.
There is one small three light casemerit window occupying thzt
part of the central bay which is exgosed,

The one bzy wide three tsy long additicn is covered with clap-
toards and rests on 2 cstorne foundation. It has a gzble roof with

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Baltimore County Land Records
Baltimore County Will Records

Map of Baltimore City and County J. Sidney, 1850 & Robert Taylor,1857

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY _

[$1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

0. Owings Schultz  WAYNE L NIELD, |]

ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, INC. DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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deep eaves, 6/6 sash windows on the rirst level and 6/3 sash on the
second, and louvered shutters held with flat shutter locks.

A single story additi~n one bay to the ijorth is also covered
witn clapbozards but rests on a block foundation.

Interior, Nain Block:

Fven the basement shows signs of alteration. The full basement
with rubble walls 6 feet 10 inches high has been divided into two
rooms., The walls in the west room have been stuccoed and white-
washed and the floor is trick. <ine present owner exrlained a rumor
which says the brick was placed zfter a past owner's favorilite horse
had beern buried here sometime in the early 20th century.

% s0lid rectangular chimney support is along the west wall and
there is a he=rth support assembled with carventers' joints., Ex-
rosed joists,mechanically vertically sawn, have layers of whitewash
and rest on a one inch wooden plate set into masonry walls. Collar
ends are beveled.

In the e=zst room, a brick segmental arch in the stone chimney
sur-ort has an opening 43 inches square zand was at one time 18 inches
deep., This was used as a fireplace z2nd suggests that this area was
used as a living area. Further evidence is the lath and plaster
ceiling and the now enclosed interior access which was centr=21lly
located along the north wall.

The first level shows the original center hall znd side parlor
rlan of the main block with interior end chimneys. The hall itself
was 5-55 feet wide with stairs zgainst the interior west w21l (A
vartition between the hall and the east room has been removed).

The orpen string stsirs with rl=zin stey ends have two thin turned
Palusters per step with a newel post 2t the base wnich has a ball top.

Both the east and west mrlors contain chimneys wnich project
into the room 17 inches with a breast width of 853 inches and open
fireplaces. The mantels are composed of plain pilasters, surround
and frieze which are put together with mortise-tenon-and-trunnel.
The pilasters of the west parlor differ from those in the east in
that they support the frieze instezd of running flush with the edge.
A very thin ogee moulding is around the opening of the surround.
The shelf projects 6% inches, is 63 inches long and has =2 glain
transitional moulding.

The second story repeats the plan of the first, =zlso containing
a firerlzce in the east z2nd west rooms similar to those below.

The tresent access to the attic is not original to the main
block as there is =z depression in the attic floor where original
hair plaster czn be seen. Features seen in this attic include 2
ridee pole, random width flooring (up to 18 inches) and a bricked-
in chimney with the stone portion rising 5 feet atove the floor.
The dormers utilize the ridge pole and the side panels are attached
with cut nails,

Interior, Frame Fortion:
The frame portion is a one-room-up / one-down plan.

The first level has a vertical tongue and groove beaded wain-
scott with a chair rail 33 inches high. A firerlace 1is located on
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the north wall with an opening 42 inches wide and 18 inches deep.
The segmental arch is 46 inches high, and the surround is 46 inches
wide by 48 inches high. <There are plain pilasters and a transi-
tional ogee moulding between the frieze and shelf, The shelf itself
is 69 inches long and projects 9 3/4 inches.

The nortnwest corner of the room contains an enclosed string
stair with storage space beneath., Cut nzails and mechaniczlly verti-
cally sawn timbers are seen.

The second level has random width flooring and a chimney stack
reduced to the width of a flue.
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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

Form 10-445 [I. STATE  Maryland |
(5 o2 SoUNTY Baltimore Co. INVENTORY 2 5 . 4722709
TOWN Towson viemity Dist. IX
-~ STREETNO. yYoyk Road 2.name #2 Cedar Ave.

APHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORKMATION AND PP "TC

1
ORIGINAL OWNER DATE OR PERIOD 1860"'s
ORIGINAL USE STYLE
ARCHITECT

PRESENT OWNER
PRESENT USE

WALL CONSTRUCTION
NO. OF STORIES

stone

BUILDER  Jacob Reese

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

A stone house, built originally by Jacob Reese, was once a

OPEN TO PUBLIC

wheelright shop, also a gate house to Aigburth Manor when

John Owens owned 1it.

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE  Endangered

Interior Exterior

é 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, £TC.

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OCF RECORDER
Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc.
Agriculture Bld.

Texas, Md.
(oocon HaBe copse )

pATE OF RECore Mar€h 20, 1968
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