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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

George Ries House # 1 
AND/OR COMMON 

llLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

4 Cedar Avenue 
CITY, rowN 

1'owson VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLAsSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC x-OCCUPIED 

X...BUILDINGIS) ~PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_STRUCTURE -BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Charles C. Hasse~t 
STREET & NUMBER 

4 Cedar Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC County Courts Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

'l1owson 

liJREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

J:'linth 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL -~PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE ' Zl.p code 
Maryland 21204 

Liber #: 4017 
Folio #: J4 

STATE 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

.XGOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

KORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATEJuly • 1979 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

George Ries acquired property along presen~ day Cedar Avenue 
in 1853 and is most probably the original owner of this frame 
house. Plain clapboards cover the two story structure which rests 
on a fieldstone foundation and is ton~ed with a gable-end roof, 
The longitudinal plan gives the building a l~orth~to South orienta­
tion, The main block is ~wo bays wide by t~ree bays long and is 
extended two bays to the North by a two story frame addition. 
The fenestration is regular with 6/6 s~sh winaows, 

The main or south eable end contains the main entrance. The 
first story is covered~by a porch with a hip;ed roof supported by 
three square columns. A smaller 6/6 sash window vents the gable 
end, 'l'he deeply corniced eo.ves of "the roof give the appearance of 
a broken nediment. 

The w~st side has a centrally located modern exterior flue 
chim.l'l.ey but otherwise has regular fenestration. ·rhe east side, 
however, is somewhat irregular with only the two ou~er bays being 
vented by windows ::1.nd an entrance door in the north bay of the 
first level. The fenestration of this side of the addition is 
irregular in placement with a 3/3 s~sh with ve~y wavy glass break­
ing the regularity of tyne. 

The first story of the north end is covered with a modern 
garage ~ddition. The main block seen is windowles~. 

Interior access to the partial b~semen~ was cut through by 
the present owner and is located in the northwest corner of the 
north room of the main block. 

The 7 foot walls are of coursed stones wh~ch vary in size, 
and the floors are dirt. There is a full basement under the north 
room of the main block wi tI. only a crawl space beneath the south 
room and the north a~1di ti on. The full ~ortion reveals br'.3.cing 
fixed with cut nails and circular sawn joists measuring 3 inches 
by 7 inches by 8 inches. ~he collar for the hearth support is 
butt joined and nailed. ~he north addition also has circular 
sawn joists, one measuring J inches by 8 inches, 

'I'he levels a·oove snow that the In3.in block is of a two-room­
down/two-up plan, Tne north parlor of the first level cont~ins 
a fireplace which has an opening 392 inches wide, 40 inches high 
and 17 inches dee~. There is a plain frieze with a double inner 
bead, The shelf is 854 inches above the floor and projects 8~ 
inches from the wall. 'l'he entire chimney breast is 57 inches wide. 

Other feat~res seen here include random width flooring, 2 inch 
wide moulding with an inner bead, plain 5 3/4 inch baseboards, 
porcelain door knobs wit:. box locks, :=i.nd bub'::lej and wavy glass 
in the wL'1-::tows, There was a door on the east wall of the north 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE ·-CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC 

_1400.1499 

-1500-1599 

---ARCHEOLOOY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

-LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTUllE 

_I.AW 

-1800-1899 

_ 1700-1799 

:X:..1800-1899 

_1900. 

---ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

---AGRICULTUR~ 

XARCHITECTURE 

---ART 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

-EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_ MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES TI1ird quarter 19th century8UILDERIARCHITEtT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

5A .. :lto 

_ RELIGION 

-5CIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-50CIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This dwelling house was one of several owned by blacksruith ueorge !lies 
wto bought the property in 185J. !his house) just as its nei~hbor tne 
w1lliam Jackson House (BA-209) has an orientation to the sj~th anj not to 
the ~ast facing tne main road. 

-

The present owner of 17 years remembers when there were lar6e farms 
both West across York Road and on the east side of Cedar Avenue . ilthough 
these areas have now been residentially developed, t.Jey do not interfere 
with the houses along Cedar Avenue (this house beinJ one) which contribute 
to maintain a Victorian streetscape . 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Balti~ore County Land Records 
Balti~ore County Will Records 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR,ATE SHEET I~ NECESS~Y 

ll!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY _______ _ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See Attachment 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

IDFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

D. Owings Schultz 
ORGANIZATION l:flSTQRIC IOWSO.N& lliC.. 

WAYNF r i'f' EbD If 
DATE 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 



Cff.AJ.N OF Tl I~ FOR # L CEDAR AV .cJlUE 
Parcel 297, Map 70 

LIBER FOLIO DATE GRANTO~ 

Lo17 3L July 3, 1962 1reater Towson Develop­
ment, Corporation 

Charles C. Hassett & wife 

Beginnin~ at the center of York Trunpike Road at the end of the 
second line of a oarcel of land conveyed by '1illiam Jackson to 
George Ries by deed dated May 17, 1853, Land Record ~/202 •• • 
Northeast 293 feet to intersect a line drawn Northwest from the 
northwest side of Old York Road • • • Southeast 151 feet, Southwest 
261 feet, Being known as # L Cedar Avenue . 

3085 11 January J, 1957 ~. Mark Strohecker & wife Jreater Towson Develop­
ment, Corporation 

2128 255 .:une 16, 1952 Alice t~eilson Murdoch .:i. Mar:< 3trohecker c.:. wife 

327 100 April lJ, 1908 l-iome Porrnanent Mutual !.and Turnbull Murdoch 
& Buila.ing ttssociation 

270 

Turnbull Murdoch devised his pr:>perty to his wife Alice Neilson ;rurdoch 
by way of Last Will and Testament 2L/L3L, September 17, 1909. 

27 July 16, 1903 J . Howard Isaac, Attorney Horne Permanent Mutual !.and 
& 3uilding Association 

Being lot# 1 rec~rded on a plat filed with the Lest '11.11 and 
Tes tarnent of l-eorge Ries, Vill Book 12/130. 

J. n~ward Is9ac, Attorney 
Mortgage Case, Book 229/371 July 22, 1903 
'i'heodore S. Ries & Wi 1'e et al to Home Permanent Mutual Land & 3uilding, 

Association. 

LAST WILL ~ '.!'ESTAHENT: 

12 130 ?-!arch 13, 1901 Jeorge nies Theodore Ries 

(See attachment) 



Chain of title, pD5e 2: 

5 

WJ 563 

202 May 17, 1853 William Jackson Pi: wife George Ries 

On the east side of the 3altimore and York Turnpike Road about 
6~ miles fror.i Baltimore City, being part of tracts rrJames Mea::bws '' 
and '~Hails Felloilship11 

Beginning at the center of York Turnpike, Easterly past the c~dar tree 
to a stone in the west side of Old York Road, Southerly to intersect 
York Turnpike to the beginn.L,g containing l~ acre. 

209 Abraham H. Price William Jackson 



r 

LAST WILL & TESTAMENT 
vEORiJE RIES 

(ieorge Ries, Last '5.11 & Testament in Will Book 12/130 
Harcb 13, 1901 

To son Theodore H. !lies: 11all these two lots ••• being part of the land ••• 
conveyed to me by Willian Jackson and wife 

Lot # 1: 

by deed dated May 17, 1853"· .HHF 5/202 ••• being 
lot # 1 al d lot # 3 on the plat recorded wi. th 
the will. 

(see plat of the division of the real estate of 
ueorge Ries, Surveyed April 18, 1890 by Charles 
B. McClean recorded on page 232 of this will) 

''Together with the Dwelling House, Blacksmith Shop, h'heelwright 
Shop and other impr::>vements erected thereon." 

Lot # 3: 

Paint Shop and other improvements . 

To son Charles A. Ries: 

Lot # 2: 

t•with the two dwelling houses anci other improvements thereon . 11 

Executors of the Will - The~dore H. Ries 
Charles A. Ries 
William S. Keech, Attorney 
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l. STATE Maryland HISTOP.IC Af..~ERICMl BUILDINGS SURVEY 

couNTY Baltimore Co. INVE~lTORY ~ _, - .:Jdl- ,2 JO 

TOWN Towson v1c1N1TY Dist. IX 
STREET No. 4 Cedar Avenue 

York Road 
ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 
clapboard 

2. NAME 4 Cedar Ave. 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

1850's 

BUILDER Jacob Reese 
3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

A clapboard house built by Jacob Reese for his son. 

I 
I 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TPUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional} 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages} 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ':TC. 

f nteri or Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (lf RECORDER 

Baltimore Co. Hist. Soc. 
Agriculture Bldg. 
Texas, Md. 

DATE OF RECCRD 

1 

y''.J.' 
March 20, 1968 

' • - I 
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Gr:al!..&-e Ries House -#.I 
5. (.,o • c () R., fV fl?. 
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