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Michel House (William H. Grimes House) located at 101 Arbutus Avenue, is a 2-1/2 story single family dwelling, sited at the 
intersection of Arbutus and Woodlawn avenues with Woodlawn Place and faces south. The Map of Eden Terrace dated 1898 that 
is included in "The Journey: Victor G. Bloede His Forebears & Successors" shows the house as constructed and the Baltimore 
County Tax Database g ives the construction date of 1897. However, the property may have been a rental property owned by the 
Eden Construction Company since the first deed selling the property was recorded on June 3, 1920 when the Eden Construction 
Company transferred ownership to William H. Grimes (Liber 525 Folio 451 ). Clyde Michel and his wife, Helen , owned the 
property between 1947 and 1968 (Liber 4870 Folio 644). 

Grimes was from the District of Columbia and in the 1930 US Decennial Census he lived in Eden Terrace with his wife and 2 sons 
and a servant. At that time he was the vice chairman of Commercial Credit Company in Baltimore, and he retired from the 
company in 1942 following a career of more than 30 years (Baltimore Sun, " William H. Grimes Retires as Vice Chairman," 
August 5, 1942). 

A photograph of the Grimes-Michel House (attached) that is available through the Baltimore County Public Library Legacy Web 
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ows the house after its initial construction. The house sits a raised stone basement with one-light windows in the south and west 
asement walls . On the front (south) fac,:ade on the first floor, the window in the parlor in the west bay was a multi-light sash and 

in the west wall there is a square one-light window at the first floor. In the second floor, there is an oriel window on the south 
fac,:ade in the center bay. Above is a decorative frieze with panels and a horizontal course of rosettes . The gable areas on the south 
and west wa ll s are clad in fish-scale shingles, while the rest of the dwelling is clad in clapboards. Both gab le peaks have barge 
boards . All of the shutters at the windows appear to be operable. The porches have decorative brackets, spindle friezes , turned 
balusters, and the front porch wraps around the southeast tower. There is a second porch at the southwest comer of the house. 

The overall building has a pyramidal roof that is now of asphalt shingles. Projecting from the main block of the house below the 
roof, the house has I -bay projecting section containing the oriel window described above in the west bay, which at the east end of 
the south fac,:ade is the pentagonal tower. On the second floor of the south fac,:ade is a single horizontal window just below the eave 
of the roof. The east elevation has three 6-over- I windows in the first and second floors . 

Since the photo was taken changes have been made. The house is now clad in vinyl siding, with replacement windows and fixed 
shutters . The fish scale cladding in the front porch gable remains in place, but the decorative frieze above the oriel window with 
two raised panels and a horizontal course of rosettes has been removed. Also, a decorative finial has been added to one of the 
chimney tops . The one large multi-pane window that was in the parlor has been replaced with a pair of double hung sash 
windows. The one light window in the second floor on the south wall has been enlarged to be a double-hung sash window, while 
the one light window in the first floor has been covered by the vinyl siding. Likewise, the projecting shed-roof bay on the south 
wall has lost its fish scale trim near the shed roof. The five-sided tower and the barge board trim in the two gab les remains. 

The Michel House (Grimes House) retains integrity of location and setting since it remains on its original lot in Eden Terrace. It 
also retains its integrity of feeling since it does convey its association with the late nineteenth century Queen Anne Stick-style 
houses. However, SHA 's research did not identify events or persons of local , state or national significance and the Michel House 
is not eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criteria A (events) or B (persons). With the 
loss of the windows, including substitution of a different fenestration pattern, and the vinyl siding that obscures original material, 

e Michel House is not individually eligible for inclusion in the NRHP under Criterion C (architecture). Since it retains its 
lumetric forms that convey its late nineteenth century design, it is contributing resource to Eden Terrace. 

The historic boundary is confined to the 1.57 acres of the tax parcel as shown on Baltimore County Tax Map I 0 I , Parcel 1216, Lot 
20. 
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Michel House, 101 Arbutus Avenue, Eden Terrace 1898 
Looking north at south fa<;:ade and west elevation 

Eden Terrace File, Catonsville Room, Baltimore County Public Library 
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Location Map 



Maryland State Highway Administration 
Cultural Resources Section 

Project No.: BA727A21 
Project Name: I-695 SWOL 2 
MIHP No.: BA-2133 
MIHP Name: Michel House 
County: Baltimore 
Photographer: Anne E. Bruder 
Date: June 19, 2014 and June 25, 2014 

Photo Log 

Ink and Paper Combination: Epson UltraChrome pigmented ink/Epson Premium Luster Photo 

Paper 

CD/DVD: Verbatim, CD-R, Archival Gold 

Image File Name Description of View 
BA-2133 2014-06-25 01.TIF Michel House, 101 Arbutus south and east elevations 
BA-2133 2014-06-25 02.TIF Looking at south facade 
BA-2133 2014-06-25 03.TIF Looking at west elevation 















BA-213 3 (House constructed 1897) 
Michel House 
101 Arbutus Avenue, Catonsville 

Map of Eden Terrace by 1898 
from 

The Journey: Victor G. Bloede His Forebears & Successors 



BA-2133 
Michel House 
101 Arbutus Avenue, Catonsville 
Sanborn Map, 1958 



BA-2133 
Michel House 
101 Arbutus Avenue, Catonsville 
Baltimore West quadrangle 

Google Earth image, c. 2007 Tax Map 101, p. 1216, Lot 20 



BA-2133 
Michel House 
101 Arbutus Avenue, Catonsville 
Traceries, 2/2000, View looking north 


