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II DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The two story frame structure at 29 Willow Avenue exhibits several 
ad&itions to the rear as well as displaying an enclosed front porch. More­
over, the entire structmxe has been covered with aluminum siding. These 
de.nges alter significantly the original appearance of a house that was built 
in the first decade of the twentieth century. The house does not appear on 
the 1898 Bromley Atlas but record of it is found on the 1915 edition. 

The main block faces south on Willow Avenue. It rests on a stone (plas~' 
te:red) foundation and is capped ¥Ti th a gable roof. A brick chimney covered 
with formstone exits the roof at the intersection of the cross gable wings. 
The shed-roof front porch has been enclosed and all that remains is a landing 
on the east side, at the top of six concrete steps. The original tongue and 
groove boards provide a floor ~or the landing. Fenestration on the enclosed 
porch consists of six 1/1 sash windows joined together in two groups of three. 
The main entrance is located on the east facade of the enclosed porch. Black 
louvered shutters conceal the exterior door. Fenestration on the second floor 
of this south facade consists of three 1/1 sash windows. 

Fenestration on the west facade consists of· a casement window underneath 
the enclosed porch and two 1/1 sash windows above it. The main house shows 
two 1/1 sash windows on the first floor and two on the second. The (first) 
addition shows one square 1/1 sash window on the second floor. 

Also from the west facade you see an approximately 16 ft. ell connecting 
the main house with a recently constructed cinder block addition. This ell 
contains two doors. The one closest to the main house is a glass paneled 
door with three rectangular inset wood panels on the lower half. The second 
door is a modern wood paneled door leading to the apartment contained in the 
cinder block addition. 

Fenestration on the east facade of the main block consists of one l/l 
sash window and one awning window on the first floor. On the second floor, 
there is a 1/1 sash window and an awning window. 

The south facade affords a better view of the 
of the house. The area shown on the 
sketch as No.1 is a probable addition 
m~e to the east side 0f an L-;;:.;he.ped 
hou~e' Connected to the· rear of the 
house is a two-story enclosed porch 

area, indicated with the No.2. This 
area contains a glass paneled door with 
3 rectangular inset wood panels on the 
lower half. A 1/1 sash window appears 
to the right of the door and a.--1/1 sash 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION continued ••• 

window is on the adjacent wall. Leading into the porch is a, one story 
el] which connects a 20th century cinder block addition to the main 
house. The ell is indicated as No.3 on the sketch while the cinder blt.>ck 
addition is represented as No.4. 

The one-story ell rests on a concrete foundation. It is covered with 
simulated tongue and groove boards and is capped with a slightly pitched 
gabl!e roof .. 

The cinder block addition also displays simulated tongue and. groove 
boards on the east facade. Conceivably this building once served as a 
garage for the main house. The oversized door openings similar to those 
on a garage have been enclosed with the aforementioned tongue and groove 
boards. Three 1/1 sash aluminum windows appear on the east side of the bldg. 
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l!I SIGNIFICANCE 

~':RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_f'REHISTORIC 
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-ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
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~900-
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-ART 

-COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES post-1898 pre-1915 BU I LDER/ ARCH ITEC. T 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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X-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

29 Hillow Avenue is significant as an example of en early 20th century building 
type, the L-shaped vernacular, encountered in the Willow Avenue/Linden Terrace area. 
In addition, the house is particularly representative of these structures in that 
its original appearan.ce, li..l{:e so many of the houses, has been greatly aJ_tered, with 
additions and the enclosing of the front porch. These structural changes were deemed 
necessary to accomodate a family's growth and later the conversion to apartments. 

Aside from its individual architectural merits, however, 29 Willow is 
significant as an integral part of the surrounding residentieJ_ neighborhood. 
In recent years, increased commercieJ_ization has threatened Towsonrs residential 

.-character., Many of the private residences which once typified Towson' s built 
. nviron.ment have been either demolished or altered in such a manner as to destroy 

their archi tectuaJ_ and historic significance., The houses on Willow Avenue and 
Linden Terrace constitute one o:f the :few relatively unchanged residential areas 
left in Central Towson. 29 Willow together with tne other vernacular buildings 
on the street provide a visuaJ_ representation of Towsonts earlier character. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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1915 BROMLEY A_~ 

A_tl~ E!._ ~ltimo~ .£ountr. ~rYla~. 
G.tv. Bromley & Co. Philadelphia, 1915. 

Scale: 



, ......--L.. J,.,~-r:·,,,. ,., I 
!2&Z. ~ Map !!?..:.ZQ. Maryland Department 
of Assessments & Taxation, Tax Map Division. 
Baltimore, MD., 1967 (revised 1980). t 

Scale: 1" to 600' 

(inaccurate representation of easternmost 
section of Willow Avenue) 
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PHOTOaR.APHS: 29 Willow Avenue (Original phi:>tos in Histi:>ric 'l>')lfson 's Files) 

ABOVE: South (lla.in) Facade 
m 

BELOW: South-west Corner 



PHOTOGRAPHS s 29 Willow .A.venue (original photos in Historic Towson •s Files) 

_ .,.B,..E.Lmh North- west Corner 
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