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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The steep cross gable frame house at 24 Willow epitomizes the: threat
facing residential structures in Towson, Maryland. With the increased
commercialization of the area, private residences are either demolished or
altered in such a manner as to destroy their architectural and historic
significance. The houses on Willow Avenue comprise one of the few residential
areas left in central Towson. But even these homes are in danger. The
proximity to Towson State University make these siructures especially appealing
to speculators who wish to turn them into apartments. Additions have been '
made to many of the houses to accomodate the shift from single residence to
apartment dwellings. The structure at 24 Willow witnessed an even more drastic
change. The entire south facade of this impressive cross gable has been
obstructed from view by the addition of a full three story structure built
behind the frame house.

The original frame structure is two stories with an attic. Facing north,
it rests on a stone foundation and is capped with an asphalt shingled cross
gable roof. Quite interestingly, however, the cross gable ends appear on the
sides of the structure (east and west facades) as opposed to the main and rear
facades as is traditionally the case. The house dates from the first décade
of the twentieth century. It does not appear on the 1898 Bromley Atlas but
record of it is found on the 1915 editione.

The large fiame structure rests on a steep hill which is ascended with
the aid of cekven concrete steps. Bight additional concrete steps lead to
the front porch. The porch spans the entire main (north) facade and 3/4 of the
west facade. The section on the west, however, has been enclosed with screened
panels., The porch is supported by six square wood columns. Tongue and groove
boards floor the porch. A balusiraded railing encleoses the main facade and a
green lattice-like porch base surrounds the porche. The ceiling is constructed
of tongue and groove boards and a flat roof hangs above.

The main facade is four bays wide. The entrance is located slightly off
center to the left. It consistsi of a modern storm door opening onto a wood
paneled interior door. The transom has been enclosed with a piece of wood.
To the left of the door is a 1/1 floor length window with white trim. To the
right of the door are two additional 1/1 floor length windows. The second
floor contains four regular size 1/1 sash windows. A smaller 1/1 sash window
appears on the attie floor.

The west facade is dominated by the sttep cross gable and the enclosed
side porch. The first floor shows two 1/1‘sash windows and a wood paneled
door with transom. The second floor contains three 1/1 gsash windows. The attic

displays a similar 1/1 sash window.

The south facade, as mentioned, is totally obstructed from view by the
recent addition built onto the rear of the original.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY (continued...)
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION continued..e.

The east facade, like the west facade, exhibiis the steep cross gable

roofline. TFenestration consists of three 1/1 sash windows on the first
A single 1/1 sash window appears on

floor and three on the second floor.
the attic floor. In addition, two casement windows are located in the cellar.

The interior of the house, opposed to the exterior, has remained rela-—
tively unchanged. All of the original mouldings and doors survive., A4
balustraded railing appears on the stairs and sliding double doors lead into

the living room. A Tough sketch of the floorplan appears below.
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Kl SIGNIFICANCE

P A
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-.1700-1798 —.ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
—1800-1899 —COMMERCE ___EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY . TRANSPORTATION
:.51 900- —.COMMUNICATIONS _—INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES post-1898, pre-1915 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

24 Willow Avenue, a huge cross-—-gable, represents a significant building
type that appeared in Maryland and many parts of the Bast throughout the mid-19th
and early 20th centuries. Quite interestingly, 24 Willow exhibits a modification
in the typical cross—gable. It displays cross gable rooflines on two sides,
neither of which is the main facade.

Aside from its individual architectural merits, however, 24 Willow is

significant as an integral part of the surrounding residential neighborhood.

In recent years, increased commercialization has threatened Towson's residential
eharacter. MNany of the private residences which once typified Towson's built

vironment have either been demolished or altered in such a manner as to destroy

vheir architectural and historic significance. The Bouses on Willow Avenue and
Linden Terrace constitute one of the few relatively unchanged residential areas
left in Central Towson. 24 Willow together with the other vernacular buildings
on the street provide a visual representation of Towson's earlier character.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE ‘ COUNTY
FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / FiTLE
Janice E. Ruth/Historic Site Surveyor
ORGANIZATION DATE
Historic Towson, Inc. September, 1981
STREET & NUMBER ' TELEPHONE
120 Allegsheny Avenue
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Towson Maryland 21204

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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CHAIN OF TITLE

24 Willow Avenue

John W. Bereska/Carolyn R. Bereska
Dennis L. Mathews/Mary A. Mathews

GRANTOR GRANTEE

John W, Bereska
Dennis L. Mathews

Susan Bernoski

John W. Bereska
Carolyn R, Bereska

Susan Bernoski

John W, Bereska
Carolyn R. Bereska

Jesse R. Sachse
Milton B. Sachse

Jesse R. Sachse
Miltom B. Sachse

Marie D. Kindle

Jegse A, Sachse
Marie D, Sachse

(Jesse died in 1923;
Marie remarried in
1926 and became
Marie D. Kindle)

Amalia E. Graefe
Minnie H. Graefe

T, Wilbur Meads
Margaret B. Meads

Graefe
Graefe

Amalia E.
Minnie H,

John Mays Little T. Wilbur Meads

(T, Wilbur Meads defaulted on
mortgage but then bought the
house at public auction on
19 May 1914)

Thomas J. Meads T. Wilbur Meads
(Deed of Assignment)

Katherine Mulligan Thomas J. Meads

George J. Mwlligan

David G. McIntosh Katherine Mulligan

LIBER/FOLIO

6116/%314

6116/%12

604%/235

5876/119

512/154

433/522

429/454

Mortgage
361/170

Mortgage
361/167

376/169
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1967 Tax Map No.70 Maryland Dapu’unmt
of Auesm 'rdmtion, Tax Map Division.
Baltimore, MD,, 1967 (revised 1980),
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(:Lnaccurata representation of easternmost
section of Willow Avenue)
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PHOTOGRAPHS: 24 Willow Avenue (original photos in Historie Towsonts Filee)

o
~
4
i

ii .-c_.

ABOVE: North (Main) Facade BELOW: West Facade g




