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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

01fice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
Washington. D.C. 20240 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION 
APPLICATION - PART 1 

(Pursuant to the Tax Reform Act of .i976) 

O~.·B,!';: ~2 ". -

BA-220 

lnslruclions: Applicant should read the instructions carefully before completing application. No Certification may be made unless a com1J•eted a::;o1:ca11or .'o·- •. , 
been received (P.L 94-455). Use typewrtter or print clearly in dark ink to complete the apolicat1on form II additional space is needed to comp1etf' Parr;. vSE :"ere,,,.' 

side or a sepa!a:e plain sheet ol paper clearly indicating rne owners name and mailing aoo,ess. Part 1 of tl!is applrcation may be comolereo and sent re r~e a::;IJ'::JY 

at~ Staie H.stor.c Preservation Officer at any 11me durtng tne year. and may be sent separately or with Part 2 

PART1 EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

1. NAME OF PROPERTY: ___ G:::_:_Rl=S--=T:.__::_M=IL=--=Lc...:A:..::..::T_::_:R'"'O:__C:=:...=_KLA=-=.cN::...:-=D"'--------------~------

Address of properiy· Street _ __:2=-=2:....:0=-l=-..::O:..:l=-=d=-C=-"o=-u==-rt-=-=R:....:..::o...:::a=cd=--------------------------

C1ty__Brooklanchdl"'"'le..._ __ county~a ....... l~t ..... i m........,o'"°-r~e~----- State _ ..... M~a ..... ry~ .... la.....,.n.ud...._ ___ Zip Cooe 2 J 022 _ -- -

Rockland Historical District Name o1 historic district on wn1ch properly is located --~='-"-~~-----------------------------

2. DESCRIPTION OF PHYSICAL APPEARANCE: 

(see instructions for map and pholograph requ1remenrs-use reverse side rf necessary) 

See Attachrngnt No. 1 

3 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: 

(use re~erse side 1f necessary) 

See Attachment No. 2 

Dale 01 construction (11 known) 9-QprOX. 1812 0 Moved Date of a1tera11ons (1f known I a pprOX. 182_5..s _ 

4. NAME AND MAILING ADDRESS OF OWNER: 
1890119001192011978 

Name JOSEPH R. AZOLA 

street --=3-=0'--'0.__,C=a~t=h~e~d=r'--'a=l~S~t~-r--=e~e~t~------------------­

C11y =B_a_lJ._ti=·~rn_o~r~e~-------------------------- state MD Zip Coccll?_(J_L 

Te1epnone Number I during day) Area Coae ___ 3_0_1_8 __ 3_7_8_8_4_4 __________________________ _ 
I 

st of my knowledge. correct a'1d that I am owner o1 the prooeriy descnt>ea aoo'e 

For office use only · ·· '• ·• . - • 

The structure described above 1s included w1th1n the boundaries of the National Register historic d1stQct and
0

~ributes O does not contribute to ine cna·ac'.e• o' 
the distnct. ·~ · ' 

The structure 0 appears 0 does not appear to mee1 National Register Criteria tor Evaluation (36 CFR 60.6) and 0 will ltkely O will not be nominated 10 tne ""at.o"Ca· 
Register in accord with the Department of the lntenor procedures (36 CFR 60) 

The structure 1s located ma district wh1chO appears 0 does not appear to meet Nauonal Register Cnteria for Evaluallon (36 CFR 60 6). o will hKely :J "'"'not oe no..,·­

~:i:~~o the Natoo~nal Register 1n ac~~t of the Interior procedures (36 CFR 60). and 0 appears O does not appear to contnbut~~~;.,7;ot sa•O 

Signature Date _________ _ 

..- -State~1onOff1cer 

This property has oeen evaluated according to tne criteria and procedures set 1orth by the Department of the Interior l36 CFR 67J and 1f suD•ect to oeo•ec•a:•;Jr, - ~.:::<'· 

:;ectton 167 o! tne internal Revenue Cooe 011954 
D ts hereby cPrt1f1ed a historic structure . 

0 does not contribute to tne character ofJhe h1stOflC d1str1c1 and ooes no1 merit cert1flcat1on as a his.tone srructure Reasons grven on ~ne at~a.:nec s'lee: 

Signature 

. ~- ... t ... : ..... 

---------------~------------------~--~-·-~_-7·-~''--------~ Date ____ _ 
- f ...... • ~r ,. j ...:--k.ee;:>e· o~ the National Register 
.: ..... ~ ·-... · 

~-- - - . ~ ~~.·:i: .~: ~-7..: -: ... 



ATTACHMENT NO. 1 

Description of Physical Appearance: 

Exterior Appearance: 
The main Mill is of load bearing stone construction. The west 

facade rises from the Millrace three stories, topped by a gambrel slate roof 
with dormers. The stone construction dates approximately 1812. A wood 
frame addition on the north end is two stories in height. The exterior is clad 
with cedar shingles, while the roof is of standing seam tin. Windows are of 
industrial type steel construction. The north addition was constructed some­
time prior to 1890. Framing details and foundation construction indicate that 
it may have been built shortly after the original stone portion of the structure. 
A wood frame two story addition similar in appearance to that on the north end 
of the building exists at the south end. It was constructed on top of the original 
boiler room foundation sometime shortly after 19 00. A shed structure of wood 
frame construction was subsequently added to the earlier south addition. The 
exterior finish of the shed was originally German siding with rolled roofing, 
the majority of which was destroyed during the 'Agnes 1 flooding in 1973. 
A small two story barn clad with board and batten siding, and slate roof, exists 
approximately 75 feet south of the main complex. Its age has not been accurately 
identified, but it was built sometime prior to 1890. 

Landscape: The Mill buildings are situated several feet below the 
100 year flood plain. The main building is approximately 50 feet west of the 
center line of the current Falls Road (formerly the Falls Turnpike). The original 
Millraces still exist, but have been dammed off at their source. The current 
natural setting is very much as it was, although seems to be more heavily wooded 
than evidenced in some old photographs. The topography is generally flat, but 
due to the new Falls Road construction, the ground elevation on the east side is 
1 O ft. higher than that on the west side of the building. 

Interior Appearance: 
Interior walls in the main Mill are of exposed stone. Lintels over 

openings are of heavy timber. Internal framing is of heavy timber post and beam, 
construction, with wood floor joists, wood sub flooring, and wood finished floor-
ing. The stone walls vary in thickness from three feet to one and a half feet. i 

Window recesses are very deep and dramatic. The interiors of all of the wood ! 
frame additions are presently of exposed wood stud construction, without insulation. t 
The north and south additions have no columns. Joists and rafters clear span ~· 
both structures. The south shed contains a post and beam bent through its center line t:··· 
from which rafters span to the exterior walls. Stairways were of open riser steep ~~ 
design, approaching la

1
ddefrs in somellcases. thNo fhire

1
pdlahces existed. Finished ( 

woodwork consists on y o window si s and res o s ere and there. Original L 
"~~ hardware has long sine~ disappeared. Despite neglect and vandalism over the 

past several decades, the Mill interior retains its character. 

i 

I 
I 
; 



ATTACHMENT NO. 2 

Statement of Significance: 

The present community of Brooklandville, in which the Gristmill 
at Rockland is located, is situated on the original Falls Turnpike. The Turn­
pike was opened in 1805, and shortly thereafter the Gristmill was constructed 
where the Jones Falls waterway intersected Falls Turnpike. The adjacent 
residential community was constructed to house the employees of the Mill. 
It is presumed that certain other structures in the neighborhood also housed 
goods and services necessary for the community. The present day Valley Inn 
located just north of the Mill on the Falls Turnpike was a Roadhouse and Inn 
during the time in whioh the Mill was active. The Mill provided the economic 
base for the entire community. Local farmers had their grain ground there, 
and it was bagged and shipped to Baltimore along the Turnpike. The significance 
of this structure is obvious. 



Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
STATE: 

{Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE N. R. f\ELO 
sHEE1' Maryland 6f1. 

COUNTY' 

JlO 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 3alt.o. Co. 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
nr MAME ... ······ . . ····· · .. 

•· . 

COMMON: 

Rockland Grist Mill 
AND/QR HISTORIC: - -

... 1:'_, .. - ._ - . ~ ~ ~ . ' 
·~ .. - -- - ••v-'r.A 

12. LOCATfON 
STREET ANC' NUMBER: (_ "l C I 

S'fl corner of Falls Roan and Old Court Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Brooklandvi 1 le 
STATE I CODE I COUNTY: I CODE 

'U.t - I I Baltimore Co. I 
13. CLASSfFICATION 

CATEGORY 
STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
OWNFRSHIP 

TO THE PUBLIC (Check One) 

District :=J Bui I ding ~ Public 0 Public Acquisition: Occupied 0 Yes: 

Site ---, Structure D Private ~ In Process D Unoccupied ~ Restricted D ___J 

Both r:::J Being Considered c Preservation work Unrestricted D Object LJ in progress D No: ~ 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Agricultural D Government D Park D Transportation D Comments 0 
Commercial D Indus trial Xtt Private Residence D Other (Specify) D 
Educational D Military D Religious D .,.. wtlan :tn 'IIBe 
Entertainment D Museum D Scientific D 

14. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: 

_T T_l-l T • at. a1 - (n,... J. T.H. J - M.D.) 
STREET AND NUMBER: -
~ M'.,11., R ..... ..a 

ciJroO~ville ,S~T.E: I CODE .. ... 
I > ... 

Js. LOCATION Of LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
fT1 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

W" T.-....1 R-~ LC l.. ... - l.oLC' .,. C'~. ..... ....+ ,..# ~1 ?nl, u."' /..o c 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

. - . - . -

111 __ ..._ .. . 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

'STATE I CODE n 

Mei. 21204 0 

- I c 
z 

ACREAG E APPROXIMAfE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 229-1( 
... 
-< 

j6. REPitl:SENJATlON IN EXISTlNG SURVEYS. 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

HABS 
DATE OF SURVEY: l96'l Federal n State 0 County 0 Loca'I ex fT1 

z 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: ... -,, 

ll 0 

Libr. Conaress -< ::0 
z z 

STREET AND NUMBER: c "ll 
~ "" Ill c fT1 
ll "' Cl TY OR TOWN: 15TATE: I CODE .___ .__ m 

I 0 
0 

Wa.hinvt.on D.C. ·z 
> r ... -< fT1 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

17:"'> l)~$C:RJPTf()N ' .:: : : 
<: .· .. ·.·.· ... ·.·· 1 

.. .. .. 

(Check One) 
CONDITION 

Excellent D ~ Fair D Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed D Good 

(Check One) I 
(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 
Altered ~ Unaltered D Moved D Originol Site [J 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If lmown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

3-i story stone am frame gristmill; substantial chillney; barn-like roof. 

I 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (II Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education D 
Pre historic D Engineering 0 
Historic 0 Industry 121 

Agriculture 0 Invention D 
Art 0 Londscape 

Commerce 0 Architecture D 
Communications 0 Literature D 
Conservation D Military D 
Architecture 0 Music D 

18th Century 0 
19th Century ~ 

Political D 
Religion/Phi-

losophy D 
Science 0 
Sculpture 0 
Social/Humon· 

itarion 0 
Theater D 
Transportation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.) 

20th Century 0 

Urban Planning 0 
Other (Specify) D 

In addition to its substantial conetruction, this mill has passed through 
so many owners and changes of product as to present a capsule croes­
aection ot industrial ~story, especially' illustrating the attempt or 
Eastern mi118 to find some product to offset conpetition f'rom the mass 
production mills or the West. 

Built c. 1800-1810 as a flour and corn mill on Richard Gist's former 
estate, '.I\trkey Cock Hall; however/~M1. House and Garden Tour Book;' 1965, 
p. 33, listed Robert Wright as founder. Dr. 'lbomas Johnson purchased 
the mill in 1913, BCLR Liber HMF 12, r. 187. 'lhe head miller's house 
was at Falls Rel. and O}.d Vourt Road with a small house behin:i it tor 
the secom miller. In 1·931 the mill was converted to a calico printing 
mill by a Mr. Mellier and had an output of 7 to 8000 yards/diem. It 
was inherited by' William Fell Johnson in 1842· It was purchased in 
1855 by Richard Hook and Co. It burned in 1857 with a loss of $25,000 
with suspicion of arson. 

It was shown in 1877 as a blacking and coloring factory, part or the 
estate of W.F. Johnson. A Mr. Boss manufactured needles there at one 
time· It passed to a J,tr. Clark who ground g nour and then sold the 
mill in 1894 to 'lhomas Wright who sold out the next year to James Bryan 
or Bryant who had a nearby mill at Brooklandville. In 1906, Bryan I' 

sold to Moses Garrett of Delaware; a 100-h.p. Corliss engine was installed 
for use at times ot low water. Garrett was ruined by the dumping of 
large quantities of western wheat on eastern markets following the over- \ 
production of World War I. In 1922, Garrett sold the mill to James P. , 
Hooper who made artificial silk from New England paper pulp. 'Ihat venture 
failed in 1927. In 1927, William Fell Johnson, descendant of both Gists 
~ ot the 19th Century ••••••r• owner of the same name, bought the 
mill and leased it to J.S. Young Co., subsidiary of Standard Foods, Inc. 
Harry .M. Blinn was president of Std. Foods and needed a 111llti-story 
plant tor mixing cake materials. '!be desired f ol"Dllla was reached after 
150 tries, am the plant in 194~ turned odt 2.5 million pounds of 
doughnut, biscuit, Dllf'fin, ~ gingerbread and cake mixtures. '!hat 
operation ceased however am the plant has served various uses including 
use by Dorothy Lamour Enterpriees and Wagner Spice Compaey. 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

9. MAJOR &16LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

"'lhe Rockland Mill" JHU Paper in Am. Economic History, Helen Mi.xter, 
Kat.herine Merritt, Roger i Hecklinger, Pratt Library lid. Room VF (1937) 

"Rockland Mill, 150 Years of Producing the Sta.ff of L:i.£e," Union News, 
May 17, 1946 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DAT A 
LATITUDE ANO LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGL.E L.OCATING THE PROPERTY 

CORNER 

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

0 

L.ATITUDE AND L.ONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

~,.......~~~~~~-o_F~L._E_s_s~T_H,ArN~O_N_E~A_c_R~E~~~~~~--t 

Degrees 
0 

LATITUDE 

Minutes Seconds Degrees 

0 

L.ONGI TUDE 

Minutes Seconds 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STA TE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

11. FORM PREPARED &Y 
NAME AND TITLE: 

John McGrain 
ORGANIZATION 

- - . _ ~istorical Society 
ST B . -

98ll Van Buren Lane 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Cockeyn1.l.le 
12. STATE UAISON OFFICER CERTIF(CA"'flQ.N 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National O State O Local 0 

Title 

Date 
~~~~~~~~~~-~-~~~~~~~~ 

STATE CODE 

Md. .21030 
NA TtONAL REGISTER VERIFICA TfON 

I herebv certiJy that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, Office of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

Date 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The National Re~ister 

Date---------------------
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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
STATE: 

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
N. R. f\ELO sHEE'T ~. 

COUNTY: 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Baltimore Co. 
IHVEHTORY - HOMIHATIOH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) I 
l'Jl HJMe . '· ' ·' ... 

COMMON: 

Roekland Ifill -imre -
AND/QR HISTORIC' 

12. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

STATE l CODE lcouNTY: I CODE 

I I I 
13. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
OWNFRSHIP 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

District D Bui I ding ~, Pub.lie D Public Acquisition: Occupied D Yes: 
'--J 

Site D Structure :::J Private D In Process D Unoccupied D Restricted D 
Both D Being Considered [J Preservation work Unrestricted D Object 0 in progress =i No: D 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More es Appropriate) 

Agricultural 0 Government 0 Park D Transportation 0 Comments 0 
Commercial D Industrial 0 Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 0 
Educati ona I 0 Military 0 Rehgious D 
Eritertoinment 0 Museum D Scientific 0 

1-4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
OWNERS NAME: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: I CODE "' -4 

I ,,. 
-4 

1s. LOCATION Of LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
IT\ 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
[STATE I CODE n 

0 

I c 
z 

ACREAG E APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 
-4 
< 

,,~ REP.~ESENJA'ttON IN EXJSTING SURVEYS 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

DATE OF SURVEY: Federal n State 0 County D Loca'I D fT1 
z 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS' -4 "T1 ll 0 < XI 
z z 

STREET AND NUMBER: c .,, 
~ .,, 
m c 111 
ll "' Cl"tY OR TOWN: !STATE: l CODE L-- .__ m 

I 0 0 -z ,,. 
r 

-4 -< IT\ 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

1.1r••••pescRIPTlOH + 
... " .... ·.· ...... •··. .... . .. 

.. .... 
········· 

CONDITION 
(Check One) 

Excellent D Good D Foir D Deteriorated D Ruins D Unexposed D 
(Check One) 

I 
(Check One) 

INTEGRITY 
Altered D Unaltered D Moved D Original Site 0 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

I 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 0 
15th Century 0 17th Century 0 

SPECIFIC DATE(Sl (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal Education 0 
Prehistoric 0 Engineering 0 
Historic 0 Industry 0 

Agriculture 0 Invention 0 
Art 0 Landscape 

Commerce 0 Archi tee tu re D 
Communications 0 Literature D 
Conservation 0 Military D 
Architecture 0 Music D 

18th Century 0 
19th Century 0 

Political 0 
Religion/Phi-

losophy D 
Science D 
Sculpture 0 
Sociol/Humon-

itorion D 
Theoter 0 
Transportation 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personaaes, Dates. Events, Etc.) 

20th Century O 

Urban Planning 0 
Other (Specify) 0 

"The Rockland fiour ~~l, eight miles from Baltimore, has beea converted 
iDto an extensive cal;llco priDting establishment by Mr. Vellier, aIXI is 
already printing 250 pieces, ar between 7 and 8,000 yards ot calico 
dail,y. n Hiles Week1l Register, 40:425. Awsgwk August 27, 1831. 

Wm. Fell Johnson offered to rent Rockland Print Works which had an 
output of Loo pieces/diem, American, July 1, 1847. 

R.W. Hook's attorney offered the Rockland Kills in American, November 
16, 1859, •niere is on said lam a tiae MILL SITE, with race am 
dam already built.a 

(Mortgage by R.W. Hook as assignee ot a 110rtgage from R.W. Hook and 
wife, Arsemas Schofield, Al.cium Schofield, and Jams L. Sheridan, to 
Alexander Davidson, dated the 15th of March , A.D., 1856 am recorded 
••• Baltimore County Land Records, Liber HllF 6, f. 592 -R.R. 
Boarman, Attorney. 

'l'h.e 1857 Robert Taylor map shows "R.W. Hook mm & Co. Cotton Yarn 
Factorya 



N. R. FIELD SHEET 

9. ~JOR &t8LIOGRAPHICA.l. REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

R 0 F LESS THAN ONE ACRE 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 " 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 " 0 . 
SW p . 0 . 

LIST ALL S"'FA. TES A.NO COUN Tl ES FOR PROPERTl6.S OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: CODE. COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

1l. FORM PREPARED 8Y . . 
NAME A.ND TITLE: 

ORGAN! ZATION. I DATE . . ' 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

. 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTlfttAitOM NA TlONAL RfGlSTER VERlFICA. TfON 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
I herebv certify that this property is included in the 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register. 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
Chief, Office of Archeolo~y and Historic Preservation 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State D Local D 

Date 

Name 
ATTEST: 

Title 

Keeper of The National Re~ister 

Date Date 
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RABS-IDDC BUFF 
Form 2C 
VII. 28.1959 grs~o3,;r_c. ~E~~.9~Y_lilTIL~lE_GS .g@VEY 

Architect's Work Sheet for 1'Photo-c":."l.t?. Books" (Pa.rt II) 

ROCKLAND GRIST MILL S. W. cor. Falls Rd. & Old Court 
nano of structure state, county, to•.mship, locality, etc. 

3 stories - deep basement - Stone Center Building & 2 Frame 
nunber of storios type wall construction layout 

additions - either side 

GINmAL STATEMlliT 
Architectur"11 il'1terest and merit - - Built in 1813 by Dr. Thomas Johnson - Frame 

Condition of fabric 
Good 

additions about 1925 

EXTERIOR DEI'AILED D:ESCRIPTIOF 
Over~ll dernensions 

561 Long - 361 Deep (original Stone Bldg.) 
161 

II - 36 1 11 (Frame Additions at Either End) 

Foun<'a. t ions 

Stone - Fieldstone -

1•lall construction 

Stone portion Basement 21 
- above 1 ~· 

Porches, stao'Os, bulkheads, etc. 

Loading stand in center, Front - only 

Chimneys 

1 - Brick, square - outside - massive, industrial type 

Openin~;s - doorw-..ys ~.11cl. doors 

Large double doors facing east (front), Falls Rd. and Old Court Road - addition. 

Windows and shutters - window panes 12 
wina.ows and shutters l2 

8 II symmetrical arrangement - front of building and one above doorway, 
smaller one in large dormer - and in 2 smal I dormers -

Roof - sh!:l.'T)e, covcrb.g 
Hip - Roof - slate 

- i:oorn.i.:-p. eaves 
wood 

dormers, cunol'3.s 

2 II - no cupola. 



Floor nl~.ns (by f1oor) 

Open - No partitions - Except for additions 

Stair1:1..,ys 

Wood - Either End 

Flooring 

Concrete in Basement - Ohterwise Wood 

''fall anc:. ceiling finish 

Painted stone walls - wood board ceiling 

Doorways anc: doors 

Doorways to eit er addition 

Tri'Tl 
Very deep window sills - no trim 

Hardt•.''3.re 

Wrought iron 

Lighting 

Electric - Originally Oi I Lamps 

Eeating (fircnlaces, stoves, 
central, etc. ) 

from center bu i I ding -

Central heating (oi I) . Originally stoves 

Orientation (by co::mass re3.ding 
and general setting) 

Faces East - S. E. corn. Fol Is Rd. & Old Court Rd., situated on Jones Fol Is - Mi 11 Race 
from Jones Falls, one mile N. of Mill and a second, one-quarter mile W. of Mill, from 
Slaughter House Run 

:!'.nclosnrcs {fences, e·tc. ") 

No 

Outbuildings other - Mi I ler's House - Tavern - Blacksmith shop - Homes of Mi 11 Hands - -
all modernized an

1

d in use -

Walks, driveways, etc. - - Concrete walks - no driveways - Directly on Road - with only 
limited parking space in front of building 

Landsca-Ding, ~.rdens, etc. -- No - but grass, stream and woodland still provides a country 

Pre-ryared by ?' 2{. settin~f?Ythe rnJAl~.. _ ~ -Jr,._ ;\ 
- _w k!? ~iT f:[f/b ~ 4,, 'te e.v,.,,,... :r ur ot c s.~; 

Date September 18, 1966 

COFTI11JA1'IONS: An.;r of the above er..tries ma;:,r be continued on additional 
sheets. 



HABS-IDDC BLUE 
Forr 3B 
VII ,15.1959 5ISTORIC AMERICAit BUIIJ)IHGS SURYEY 

Histori"l.Il' s \·ork Sh :0t for 11Photo-d3.ta '3ool:s 11 (?.,.,rt I) 

1Tam0 of structurc ___ R...;;O_C_K_LA_N_D_G_R_IS_T_M_l_L_L ____________ _ 

Ad.dress S.W. cor. Falls Rd. & Old Court Rd. Brooklandville, Baltimore County 
State, county, township, locality. strc"'t addr·:-ss or location 

Prrsrnt Oim'r (gi vc adcl_rrss) Mr. William Fell Johnson - Brooklandville, Baltimore Co., Md. 

Pr~s-nt Occune.nt~-~W~a~g~n~e~r_.'....:Pr~o~d~u~c~ts:.._;:C~o~m~p~a~n~y'--------------------------

Pr re -n t Us c_-..JM..u::a~n~u..!.:fo::.:c~t~u:..:.r.::.e~o~f_F~l:..:a:..::v_::o:..:.r~i n~g:L.::Ec:..:xc.:...:tr:..:a:::c:..:.ts::._ __________________ _ 

Brief St'1.trm<'n t of SL~nific'.3..:rlCC (historicnl): In its day provided a necessary 
product (the grinding of grains) for the surrounding neighborhood. Workers lived in 
mi 11 houses nearby - blacksmith shop - tavern, etc. known as "The Vi I I age of Rock land" 

"'""'FYSIO.:::. EIST"·-w )All st.,,_kF'ri.t3 st'l11 br c.oc11J"'1•~nt---G.) Built by Dr. Thomas Johnson 
in 1813 (B.1766 D. 1831). Remained in family 'til 1855 when it was sold to Richard W. Hook 
Origim.1 '1.ncl subs<rtFnt o·-rn•rs - - {Title Reference HMF 12 Folio 187). It changed hands 

a number of ti mes, unti I 1927 when the present owner purchased the Mi 11 and Mi 11 Houses 
(The Village of Rockland) at a foreclosure sale from Mr. James Hooper. This property of 8~ acres 
is included in the farm of 468 acres bordering on Eal Is Rd. known as 11 Rockland" -

D~t·-- of Er•ction - 1813 -This date is carved in stone and centered on the front of the 
old stone tavern built at time of other buildings (14 buildings in all) 

Archi t.-.ct - unknown 

BuilG.r:r, sunnlirrs, etc. - unknown, other than original owner Dr. Thomas Johnson 

Origin".l nla.ns, construction, ntc. 
stone structur~ (1813) 361 X 561 

- facing Falls Road (which the original owner built also) 
Water Wheel on rear of building - hugh industrial type, square, brick chimney,( outside) -

_ Mill Race beside.building. __ . . . • . . . . 
:Totrs on alt 0 rat1ons ~.nc "l.C'' itions - - Two add1t1ons - either end of main building. 

These are wood - shingled. They balance and preserve the original symmetrical design -
built about 1925 - when owned by Mr. James Hooper, who spent approximately $100,000 
on improving and renovating the building. 



HISTORICAL EVENTS CONl~::EI:TED ~'/ITH STRUCTURE Between the end of the Revolutionary 
War & The Civil War, many mills were built on Rivers, Falls, & Branches in Baltimore County 
The Rockland Mill has served the community by producing a variety of necessary goods of one 
form or another since 1813 - These include foods - such as flour and cornmeal. Also fabrics -
such as coli co and silk. Presently - extracts & food flavorings are manufactured 

As was often true in the early history of the County, a village grew up around the mill. .... 
in this instance, there was a blacksmith shop (now an open-type garage) a tO\ cr.1, 
the Millers home and the homes of the Mill Hands - all of stone and well constructed. 

Imoorta;">t old views - - The vi I loge was advantageously located on the Old Court Road, 
(with location) 01e of the early roads leading to Towson and to Joppa - The Falls Road, tho 
newer, followed Jones Falls and extended northward. The County was sparsely settled in 1813, 
and grist mills provided much needed employment in a rural economy. This is one of the few 
remaining mills in use and one of the few villages. 

Sources of informa. ti on - - Mr. Wi I liam Fel I Johnson - present owner of the Mi 11 and the 
(with location) village, and a direct descendant from Thomas Johnson, the original 

owner. Prior to 1813 the land was owned by Edward Risteau~his house sti II stands near 
the village on the east side of r::alls Rd. - coiled "Turkey Cock Hall". The present owner 
is also a descendant of the 11.is.teaus - and his family home, bui It in 1831, called 
"Rockland" as well qs the. uJcier housE: referred to oh.-.ve, are a part of the Johnson tract of 

Likely sources not yet investigated 468 acres. u itil 0 few years ago 568 acres, but 

I< ,. 
Pr~ed by L- ~<0 (V.~ 

(for Mr. Wm. FeliJOhnson) 
Date~__.S~e~p~t~·~l~8~._....19~6~6.__~~~ 

'INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOCUMEuATIOU 

the State ..;0;1cemmed about 100 acres for expressways 
on the outer rim cf the property to the east & south . 
It is one of the few large tracts of undeveloped land 
remaining in the area. 

Published refer€nces: Give author's full name. exact ti tJe from title 
page (underlined), publisher, nlace of publication, date, page references. 
Ma.nuscrint references: Give location of ma.nuscti-:1t ancl. note if long-
hand or tyoed. Cite "from, 11 "to, 11 date, etc. 
Intervie'•IS: If information came from a nc-rsonal intcr·•ie••, give co!'lDlete 
name ana. address of informnn t. 

COlTTHTFATIOlJS: Any of the ~bo··e cntriE's m·w be continued on adr:1itional 
she<ts. D:~ct transcrints in '.Uotes frol"l ucrtinent 0.ocurcnts are 
esT)ecially welcomed as aT)')encl.ices or otherwise. 
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i. sTATE Maryland 

couNTY Baltimore 
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HIS TOP.IC Al/ERIC.ttj BU:LDI NG~ SURVEY 

INVUHORY BA-2.21 ~-, ).t 

srnEcr No.s.w. corner Falls Road and 2
· NAME Rockland Mill 

~z 0101d Court Road 
ORIGINAL OWNER 
ORIGINAL USE 
PRESENT OWN ER 
PRESENT USE 
WALL CONSTRUCTION 
NO. OF STORIES 

DA TE OR PERIOD 
STY LE 
ARCHITECT 
BUILD ER 

1813 

3. FOR LIBPARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AN[' DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

A large three-story structure of fieldstone, two frame additions 

in 1925. Its special features include a massive industrial 
type chimney, loading platform and numerous large windows, 
twelve over twelve. Originally a grist mill, the mill race is 
still there; formerly a huge water wheel was on the west side 
of the building. The mill was built by Dr. Thomas Johnson in 

1813 and sold in 1855; it changed hands a number of times until 
1927 when Mr. William Fell Johnson repurchased it. The build­
ing is used today for the manufacture of flavoring extracts. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF cTPLJCTUPE cndongered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (plan Optional) 

3. PUElLISHES SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERYIO:WS, RECORDS. PHOTOS, ETC. 

(second HABS report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS CO:MMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
March 20, 1968 

Interior 

t\,J .. ~ '­
/ 

Exterior 

-~ (_ -' '! . J . ~ ~-
-J ._·--i~ ..-....___ i --· c_ ( ~:_ ._ 

MHT - color slides 
7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (lf RECORDER 

DA TE OF RECORD 
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