
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
BA.J223 
Grateful House 
8207 White Manor Drive 
Baltimore, Baltimore County 
Ca. 1843 
Private 

The barn, now known as Grateful House, was constructed near Riderwood in the Eighth District of 

Baltimore County. Edward Rider purchased the land on which the barn stands in 1843. The tract ofland, 

historically named Selsed, was transferred to John Gorsuch Rider, who appears as the occupant on the 1850 

J.C. Sidney Map of Baltimore County and the 1877 Hopkins Atlas. The property was later purchased by 

George W. Ewing, who appears as the occupant on the 1915 atlas. At that time, the barn was part ofa 48-

acre tract ofland with an estate known as "La Grange." The property consisted of the main dwelling and 

four outbuildings, two of which appear to be masonry stables or sheds. The function of the other 

outbuildings was not denoted on this map. In 1953, the tract ofland was subdivided and Mr. and Mrs. John 

Edgar Williamson purchased Lot 37 on which the barn stands. 

The German bank barn was rehabilitated as a Colonial Revival-style dwelling in 1954. Set on a 

random rubble stone foundation, the barn has random rubble stone walls with a wood frame, posted 

forebay. The fac,:ade or west elevation is seven bays wide and is clad in square-butt wood shingles. The 

centered entry features an inset, paneled single-leaf door with a Colonial Revival-style door surround. The 

surround consists of a fanlight, multi-light sidelights with leaded glass, and a molded wood entablature. 

Flanking the entry are two fifteen-light casement windows. The endmost bays of the fac,:ade are marked by 

619 windows. The building has a side gable roof with asphalt shingles, above which rises a central interior 

brick chimney with a corbeled cap. A non-historic shed, tennis courts, and a swimming pool further 

improve the property. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic 

other Grateful House 

2. Location 
street and number 8207 White Manor Drive 

city, town Lutherville-Timonium 

county Baltimore County 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Ronald M. and Arleen K. Ehman 

street and number 8207 White Manor Drive 

city, town Lutherville-Timonium state MD 

4. Location of Legal Description 

BA--2..23 
Inventory No. BA-/223 

not for publication 

_ vicinity 

telephone Not Available 

zip code 21093-4731 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse liber 13103 folio 72 

city, town Towson tax map 60 tax parcel 649 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
___ Contributing Resource in National Register District 
___ Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
___ Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
___ Recorded by HABS/HAER 
___ Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT 
___ Other: ___________ _ 

6. Classification 

Category 
- _ -district 
____x_building(s) 
-_-Structure 
-_-Site 
__ object 

Ownership 
___ public 

____x_private 
__ both 

Current Function 
__ -agriculture 
___ commerce/trade 
-_-defense 
____x_ domestic 
__ education 
__ funerary 
__ government 
-_-health care 
- _-industry 

__ landscape 
__ recreation/culture 
__ religion 
__ social 
-_transportation 
___ work in progress 

-_-unknown 
_vacant/not in use 

-_-other: 

tax ID number 0823003520 

Resource Count 
Contributing 

-l--

-~I __ 

Noncontributing 
-l-- buildings 
___ --sites 

2 structures 
____ objects 

-J--Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 

I 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
x_good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 

x_ altered 

Inventory No. BA-,223 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Constructed circa 1843, the German bank barn was rehabilitated as a Colonial Revival-style dwelling in 1954. 
Set on a random rubble stone foundation, the barn has random rubble stone walls with a wood frame, posted 
forebay. The fa9ade or west elevation is seven bays wide and is clad in square-butt wood shingles. The 
centered entry features an inset, paneled single-leaf door with a Colonial Revival-style door surround. The 
surround consists of a fanlight, multi-light sidelights with leaded glass, and a molded wood entablature. 
Flanking the entry are two fifteen-light casement windows. The endmost bays of the fa9ade are marked by 6/9 
windows. The building has a side gable roof with asphalt shingles, above which rises a central interior brick 
chimney with a corbeled cap. 

A non-historic shed, tennis courts, and a swimming pool further improve the property. The shed, constructed in 
the last half of the 20th century, features a brick foundation, a front gable roof with asphalt shingles, two four­
light awning windows, and a single-leaf paneled door. The tennis court is currently utilized as a parking lot and 
there is a chain link fence surrounding it. There is also an in-ground, rectangular swimming pool with a brick 
deck. 



8. Significance 
Period 

1600-1699 
1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 
x 1900-1999 

2000-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance 

X agriculture 
_ archeology 
X architecture 

art 
commerce 
communications 

_ community planning 
conservation 

1843 ca., 1953 

Construction dates 1843 ca, 1954 

Evaluation for: 

___ National Register 

Inventory No. BA-1223 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 

_ engineering 
entertainmenU 

recreation 
_ ethnic heritage 
_ exploration/ 

settlement 

health/medicine _ performing arts 
_ industry _ philosophy 

invention _ politics/government 
_ landscape architecture _ religion 

law science 
literature _ social history 

_ maritime history _ transportation 
_ military other: 

Architect/Builder Unknown 

____ Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The German bank barn was constructed near Riderwood in the Eighth District of Baltimore County. Edward 
Rider purchased the land on which the barn stands in 1843. The tract ofland, historically named Selsed, was 
transferred to John Gorsuch Rider, who appears as the occupant on the 1850 J. C. Sidney map of Baltimore 
County and the 1877 Hopkins Atlas. The property was later purchased by George W. Ewing, who appears as 
the occupant on the 1915 atlas. At that time, the barn was part of a 48-acre tract of land with an estate known as 
"La Grange." The property consisted of the main dwelling and four outbuildings, two of which appear to be 
masonry stables or sheds. The function of the other outbuildings was not denoted on this map. In 1953, the 
tract of land was subdivided and Mr. and Mrs. John Edgar Williamson purchased Lot 37 on which the barn 
stands. 

The land now encompassing the community formerly known as Riderwood Station and Post Office began to 
take shape as early as 1850, when the Northern Central Railroad extended north roughly parallel with the 
present Bellona Avenue and intersected with West Joppa Road. The town took its name from the Rider family, 
who owned significant amounts of land at this intersection. The 1850 county atlas reveals the land as improved 
with a cotton mill, general store, schoolhouse, and Hunt's Meetinghouse. 1 The farms that traversed the 
landscape were subdivided over the next twenty-seven years, and by 1877, many additional dwellings had been 
constructed in the area.2 Located west of Towson and south ofLutherville, Riderwood appears to have been the 
location of a few country houses owned by wealthy families. The Walnut Hill, Chestnut Summit, and Rider 
family estates were located here. The 1915 county atlas confirms that Riderwood was a suburban residential 
community along the railroad line.3 By 1915, several large suburban estates fronted West Joppa Road and 
Bellona A venue. The area retains its turn-of-the-201h-century character. 

1 J.C. Sidney, Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland, from Original Surveys (Baltimore, MD: James M. Stephens, 1850). 
2 Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland (Philadelphia, PA: G .M. Hopkins, 1877). 
3 Map of Baltimore County (Philadelphia, PA: G.W. Bromley, 1915). 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Atlas of Baltimore County, Maryland. Philadelphia, PA: G. M. Hopkins, 1877. 
Baltimore County Historic Inventory. 

Inventory No. BA/223 

Brooks, Neal A. and Eric G. Rocke!. A History of Baltimore County. Towson, MD: Friends of the Towson Library, Inc., 1979. 
Map of Baltimore County. Philadelphia, PA: G. W. Bromley, 1915. 
Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Baltimore City and County From the Earliest Period to the Present Day: Including Biographical 

Sketches of Their Representative Men. Philadelphia, PA: Louis H. Everts, 1881. Reprinted by Higginson Book 
Company, Salem, MA. 

Sidney, J.C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland, from Original Surveys. Baltimore, MD: James M. Stephens, 
1850. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 
Acreage of historical setting 
Quadrangle name 

1.14 Acre 
48 Acres 
Cockeysville 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

Quadrangle scale: ~l :=2~4~0~00~----

The Grateful House is located at 8207 White Manor Drive near Riderwood in the Eighth District of 
Baltimore County. It has been associated with Tax Map 60, Parcel 649 since its construction circa 1843. 

11. Form Prepared by 

name/title 

organization 

street & number 

city or town 

R. W eidlich, A. McDonald and A. Didden, Architectural Historians 

EHT Traceries, Incorporated date May 21, 2001 

1121 5th Street NW telephone 202.393.1199 

Washington state DC 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature 
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
DHCD/DHCP 
100 Community Place 
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023 
410-514-7600 
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3A - 223 .' 

MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
MAGI - 0302234504 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC 

RID.i!U't 3ANK BARN 
AND/ OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 8207 White Manor Drive 
CITY. IOWN 

Towson VICINITY OF 

STATE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICA noN 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

x-BUILDING(S) 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_ OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC X-OCCUPIED 

ILPRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS X.. YES: RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _ YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DowNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

¢harles E Herget Jr. 
STREET & NUMBER 

8207 White Manor Drive 
CITY. TOWN 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Ninth 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICUL"(URE _MUSEUM 

_ COMMERCIAL _ PARK 

_ EDUCATIONAL X_ PRIVATE RESIDEN CE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIG IOUS 

_ GOVERNMENT _ SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_ TRANSPORTATION 

_ OTHER : 

Telephone # : 828-1888 

STATE 1 21204 
zip code 

Towson _ VICINITY OF Maryland 

IJLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:5413 
Folio #:612 COURTHOUSE . 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Baltimore County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Courthouse Square 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Towson Maryland 
0REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



IJ'DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

-XGooD 
_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

AALTERED 

~A- 22:, 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ,Jan 'I J 979 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

8207 White Manor Drive is a tripartite bank barn with frame additions 
and a gable roof with a·sphalt tiles that has been renovated into a 
house. Its exterior measurements are 
There is a brick chimney in the east half of the roof. 

The north facade of the barn has wood clapboards and a 2 foot 2inch 
thick stone ramp on either side of the center passageway which ie characte 
ristic of bank barns. Although the present height of the ramp may not be 
original ~hereis evidence that there has always been a stone wall to the 
center passageway. This facade has 2 small basement windows on each side. 
of the ramp. They are encased in wood and fastened to its frame by a 
visible wood peg~ The first storey is 7 bays wide with a modern door in 
the center bay~ The three windows on either side of the door are double· 
hung with 6/9 lights. 

The main block of the west facade is stone with 2 frame extensions 
to the north and south. The one storey north extension has a cement 
foundation with a 6/9 light sash window. There are two 1 light windows 
grouped together in the basements of this extension and a stone pier at 
the NW corner. 

The stone block is 2 stories high with 2 casement windows in the 
basement that are 35 inches wide and 45 inches in length with an 24~ 
inch opening. These windows are built with wood pegs in each corner 
their wood frames. 

The south facade is 60 feet 6 inches wide and is characterised by 
a stone wall basement and a cantilevered overhang .. that is covered with 
clapboards. The stone wall is comprised of ruble and cut stone and its 
fenestration is irregular. There were possibly 5 animal stalls here 
originally. The clapboard overhang has been altered and modernized • 

. The east facade, like the west, consists of a main block of stone 
and a wood north and south extensions. The south extension is windowless 
while there is a double wood door that begins at the seam between the wood 
and stone walls in the basement of the north extension. There is a 6/9 
light sash window in the north bay of the first storey and a brick pier 
is visible at the NE corner of the barn. There are two 1 light casement 
windows in the basement of the stone block and 2 grouped 8/8 light sash 
windows i n the north bay of the first storey. These windows also have 
wood pegs· in their frames. The gable houses a vent. 

This barn has a central passageway which is set off by a post and 
beam frame. Its outer walls are stone with hewn plates that lock into 
posts and frames of the central section via mortise and tenon. 

The attic allows one to see stone gable ends with lateral walls that 
are finished with hair plaster. There is evidence that a south stone wall 
was removed. The present roof which has replaced the original has trusses 
that are made of verticle sawed rafters 6 3/4 inches by 3 inches. These 
tru~ses are notched to fit on a plate which consists of massive hewn logs 
resting on top ofTthe stone walls. These logs are one foot wide by 8 
thick and are scarf jo~ed to accomplish the length of the building. 
also employ an open mortise and · tenon trunnel. 

The notchings in the principal rafters results in a dovetail-like 
flair and some of the rafters are reinforced with cut nails in various 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600- 1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700- 1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/ SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _ TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1850 1 s - 1860 1 s 
BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

8207 White Manor Road is a stone bank barn that has been renovated into 
a house. The barn is reputed to have been built in the 1780's although 
the exact date of its construction is nor known. The barn has many 
structural elements that show it to be at least of the early 19th 
century. It shows post and beam framing, log joists in the easement and 
attic, and wood pegs. Man¥ of the log joists in the basement still retain 
some original bark. Interesting original features c6f the barn are the 
5 vents and wood pegs that fasten the window frames. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Baltimore County Land Records 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See ttachrnent 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE Mary Sue Greisman 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY OR TOWN 

COUNTY 

WAYNE l. Jf ELD, rr 
J:il.SI QRIC IOWSQNz IIiC_. 

DATE 

TELEPHONE 

STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



plRces. Each of the principal rafters ').'=" the truss have Roman numerals 
for identification purposes and the thinner secondary rafters in the east 
and west addtions are fixed with identicle spikes which have 6 inch cut 

A shanks. 'fue .. secondary tie beams consist of reused rna teria ls and the studs 
..,of the west gable end of the south addition have cut nails. 

An interesting original feature of this barn is the evidence of 5 
vents, 3 at the east end and 2 at the east end of the north wall. 'fueir 
openings are 15~ inches wide by 23 inches high on the inside which then taper 
to 22 inches by 4 inches on the outside. 

The basement reveals joists constructed from massive logs of various 
widths that were hewn out on 2 sides. Many of these logs( possibly chestnut) 
still have their bark and the widest one seems to be 1 foot thick and 17 
inches wide. The joists are anchored into stone of the north wall and the 
cantilever on the south wall. 'fue windows have jack arches made out of 
hewn beams which are about 7 inches thick. The flooring is of random width 
with boards running up to 17 "'i.nches • 

• 

• 



8207 White Hanor Drive . ~ 

Liber/Folio 

.13/612 

Date 

Nov.30,1973 

Grantor 

John B VIa iles 
and wife 

Jrantee 

Charles E Her~et Jr. and wife 
-~ 

Being known and desginated as lot no.37 as shown on the subdivision 
Plan Heatherfield GIB 19/109-- known as 8207 White Manor Drive 

4164/534 

2565/308 

' 2468/255 

• 

July 1,1963 Elizabethe Grior 
Williamson 

John Wailes 

Sept • 2 9 , 1 9 54 C.Preston Scheffenacker 
and E.Kingdon Hurlock 

John Edgar Williamson Jr 

April 27,1954 Harriette Muriel 
Wagner 

C Preston Scheffenacker 
and E.Kingdon Hurlock 

The second lot being known and designated as lot no.36 
••• south 43 3/4 west 90~ perch ••• south 37 degrees 59 minutes 
50 seconds west 1,489.13 feet to point in Joppa road •• south 50 
east 71.2 perch ••• south 55 degrees 30 minutes 45 seconds east 
1,173.99 feet ••• north 50 east 73.6 perch line ••• north 38~ east 27.7 
perch line ••• lst- north 44 degrees 36 minutes 54 seconds east 1,214.40 
feet 2cd-north 32 degrees 27 minutes 14 seconds east 456.85 feet ••• 
north 48t west 76.6 perch line ••• south 44 3/4 west 13 perch line ••• 
The two following courses and distances as now surveyed, vis 
1st-north 53 degrees 19 minutes 40 seconds west 1,265.54 feet to a 
stone 
2cd.-south 38 degrees 38 minutes 26 seconds west 214.50 feet to 
the point of beginning. Containing 48.385 acres. 

2315/86 J.,ne 23,1953 Walter McManus and wife C Preston Scheffenacker 

1878/310 Aug.25,1950 Edmund L R Smith Walter HcManus 

1398/31 July 9,1945 John Van MacMurray Edmund L R Smd: th 

863/318 Oct.23,1930 Jack S Ewing John Van HacMurray 
Sold for $80,000 

228/500 Nov.29,1899 Howard L Rider George W Ewing 
Sold for $17,490.62 

210/236 

I 
July7,1893 Edward Rider Howard L Rider 



8207 White Manor Drive f6A··l-l3 

Liber/Folio Date Grantor Grantee 

.6/47 April 28,1859 Samuel C Hunt Edward Rider 
* * [."' * * 

13/54 Aug.20, 1855 Horatio G Armstrong Edward Rider 

8/424 June 5,1854 Thomas D Cockey Edward Rider 

**20/485 Nov .16, 1857. William 0 Wilson Samuel C Hunt 

• 

• 



r------------------------,.----------v=--.=;J:....=:V C'A. n.. ~ .J ~ U I 

Form 10-445 1. STATE Maryland 
<5162l couNTY Baltimore 

TowN e 01 vlciNITX,)!JJ3t. IX 
sTREET No. White Manor ~ off 

ORIGINAL OWNER 
ORIGINAL USE 
PRESENT OWNER 
PRESENT USE 
WALL CONSTRUCTION 
NO. OF STORIES 

Joppa Road 

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILD! NGS SURVEY 

INVaHdRY BA-m-223' 
2. NAME Grateful House 

DATE OR PERIOD 
STYLE 
A RCHI TE CT 
BUILDER 

1795 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Built by the Rider family whose land once extended from 

the Falls Road to the Pennsylvania Railroad tracks at 

Riderwood. This building is a converted bank-bam of 

stone with frame additions; it is approached by a short 

brick causeway, bounded by old stone walls. 

Owners, Mr. & Mrs. J. E. Williamson, Ur. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUElLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

(second HABS REPORT) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
March 20, 1968 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 
9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER 

DATE OF RECORD 
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