
Memo to file 

February 13, 2015 

From: Casey Pecoraro 
Inventory Registrar 

Re: BA-227 
Forest Hall (Shanklin House) 

The property documented in the following MIHP form has been demolished, per Teri 
Rising, Baltimore County Department of Planning Preservation Services Division (see 
1126/15 e-mail and report on file in Registrar's office). 
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Btl timore C11vni;y L:°'. · -;.;:~ 11reservntion Co!T"~ssion 

~'..:TORICAL TRUST o3 oa~15Cfo~ MARYLAt·<~ 

;NVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC Shanklin Eou:>e 

ANO/OR COMMON 

Forest Hall 

~LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

_________ Bc.:90:....;_;6;..__S_.;;.;aJ~r Hill ?.oad 
C!TY. rowN 

Pa.r1cville "' VICINITY OF 

STATE 

filI CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

-STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNn SHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC .;.;.occuPiEO 

~'PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCffS LYES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

::3al ti.more Co•J.nt-, 

PRESENT USE 

::;,;.AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;ll( 

_EDUCATIONAL :I_PRIVATE RESl!iE'i'.:E 

-ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

_TRANSPORTAT•O•-' 

_OTHER 

lllowNER OF PROPERTY c/o his nep::ew, ~'.r. Bnice Stuart 

Telephone # : .;6s.-0350 
STREET & NUMBER 

8906 Sat-.r:r ~~il 1 ?..one: 
CITY.TOWN STATE, z~p code 

------u~~~rk~-~r:v-i.:..;;.;~J~l...;.;.p~~~~~~~~~~~--~v-1c_1_N_1TY~o-F~~~~~----~-~__.-~ ..... ~rr. 212~, 

~LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. C:ount~- Courts 3uJ.lding 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

~-m Jos1 e" .\y.,·1]Jf 
CITY. TOWN 

':'o,.:son 

flm REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE t::J,<}tf-c/d .J/JJ/l!.C /'?d7¥ 

Liber #: ·.·:u1 ~ecords, Liber 

Folio #: 'I'? 7 

STATE 

21204 

...Pl->llfA//~Lrl'l df'Uje ~-ud .f/.;;c/6!' _FEDERAL X..STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR N,,,,_;fZ_YL-#AJZJ )hJ"TZJA:/C4L TKL/JT 
SURVEY RECORDS 21 3tate Circle 
CITY.TOWN STATE 

·•ar·J a...'1.d 21401 
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ila DESC:f!I?TION 

_EXC'.. 

_Gou 
. _FA'-

CONDITION 

.. 

X...DETERIORATEO 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

:ft-UNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

t:-ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED OAT.._ __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Sha."1klin house was apparently built in tf!ret"! seg:nents. rhe oldest part oi" 
the house is tne south wing, a log structure vri. t~ sto::..e <.-al.ls oYer the logs, a."ld stucco 
over t'he stone. This is the section that vn.s tradi ti.o:-.ally a roadside tavern a."lcl 
it is located but a f"ew steps :from the highwa~r. The old 'l'D..ng is t~1ree ba::,·s wide, 
a stor.,·-and-a-hal:f irigL, \'rith two s:1ed donners set in a r;a::ibrel roof. 

The main block, or !lort!l wing, of the house is three bEl(:s wide, t•.·.u stori.e3 
high, built of stone covered with stucco and e-:iu.ipped ·.ti t!1 end chi.I::L'1e:fs. 

The tv.u wings that face the road are joined o;;• e o::e-stor;;• 'Porcl;. S--l!l:_:>orted b;· 
five square posts. i'he posts are decorated with scre:lls. :2xcept f'or tl:e de:itiled 
cornice on both fro::it e.nd rear of the main block, the :::o:.:se is in a..11 almost i.Lvidecorated 
Federal style--li ttle ILore t~an a sturd~r rural dwelll.!:.5 ::.~ouse. Ttle r...ort!l vrall of' t~:.e 

main block is without \•;indo':':s. :Iost of' t~1e wincim -.... 11li.::1.s (louvered snutters) 
are kept closed at all tir:i.es. 

A stone, stucco-cc.ve:red back buildiri.e extends fron t::1e rear of' t:1e small ta.v~r::i. 

v.ring to render the hou3e L-shaped. Tne rear v.ring is t'.:.re-e . bays long, o:ie-a.."ld-a-h:ll:f 
stories high, and has f, one-stor,:r porch as a ki tcnen e:::tra.."1.ce on the nort!.1. Z'ler.'! 
is also an unsheltered door in the center bay of the so·..lth facade of t:lis vri?:.g. 
The roof is eabled and there are two donners on eac1:1 side. 

The house Vias rc-roo:fed in 1976, but c:1unks of plaster or rour;h-cast have 
dropped o'..l.t o:f the nort!l wall of th~ main block, exposi:r:g tile laths; some c~1i.m...11.e7 
bricks have :fallen on -+,!le roof. 

The dimensions o:f the house were 24 x 16 a..."1d 20 x 35 in the Tax Ledger 
of District 9 in the :.rear 1918. (1). '.:'hat year the house '.':'as assessed at ::3612 
and all other buildings at ~200. E. Fra.11.ces Offutt i:oted in her 1971 book t:iat 
an extension of Perring Park Highway· threatened to pass t!-!rough the site, even 
tho-..tgh it was a building recorded by the ','l'PA' s HABS project in the 1930 1 s. (2) 
That project has not been carried out. 

South of' ti.1e house is a :frame meat house almost entirel:;,• decayed. 1·'.orth of' 
the dwelling is a rugged log corn house now used for storage ; that structure ~1ad 
been moved :from a site on the opposite side of Saytr Hill 3oad when some of 
the farm vra.s sold off'. 

The d'\'1elling house S-Tld t?le two remnants of its for.:Jer fa.:nn complex sta:1d on 
a knoll t!:o.t s:iarply drops 9.\'Ta,:.' into a laree veeetable ::;a.rd.en a..'1d beyond t!:at into 
the main Sha..'1.klin Fann. Across the :road, to the east, t::e slopes :.-_ave been develo::_ied 
into an apartment complex. Only about t!:ree mi~utes drive south fro:n the old Sha.'1..'din 
homestead, the rural atmosphere is instantly :replaced o:· the urba.'1 sprawl o-J: ?erring 
Plaza and t!le Xorvette store, etc. on ,Joppa Road. 

1. District 9 Tax LecJeer, 1918, f. 425. 

2. E. Frances Of'futt, :Bal timo:re County Landmancs (Towson, 1971), p. 56. 
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mi SIGNIFICANCE 

1ERIOO AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

-1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

.x 1800-1899 

_1900-

..J.RCHEOLUliY-PREH•STORIC 

....ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

....AGRICULTURE 

X . ..AllCHITECTURE 

..J.RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORA TIONISETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_U.NDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1.J.W 

_L•TERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_P()LITICSIGOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAVHUMANIT/.RIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

8. T'.c.e present Satyr Hill Road e.ppea.-rs as "Old Harford Road" on J.C. Sidney's l '350 

- ! 

map of' this cou.'1t~r and it is reasonable to believe the tradition in the Snar .... iclin I 
family that part of the present house, a five-foot square roo:n in the oldest portion ! · 
was a bar roor.i along a once :importa.."11.t road. The S:i.dney ma? shows J. ~:t. Sha!'Jclin 1 s 1 

ho:ise at this point on the 'l!est side o:f the roa::l, •). 4· mile r;;i of' its intersectio·.1 
vrith Jon-pa P.oad. 

The oldest sectimi of the house looks like a colonial cottage, b'.lt vlhen inter-
viewed in 1970, OY.~er c.::. "Dick" Shanklin believed that his great-gram1mother, l 
Elizabeth ?ios;Ley Shanklin, \•ri:fe o:f Hobert Sha.."'1klin, had le:ft the house to John 
rl. Shanklin. 

Land :lec·ords show that John ~"I. Sha.."lklin purcirased 67 acres;- :fonnerl=.1 kr:ovm e.s 
I.ot lTo. 5 in Gra."11.d Division A of Obedia.."l Towson' s property in 1845 (:Deeds TX 349:164). 
This tract v,ras on the "main road. 11 '.i'£::.e tract r:a'1le v1as "Sn.all Valley. 11 The 'le v1SOn 
fam.ily deed of partition contains (f. 544) an early reference to "the road :from 
the Lime Kilns." 'i'urfling back to the 1 7'J3 Tax List, we find Francis Towson wi tr1 
part.s o:f Small Valley a..1'ld of' G~y' s Inspection, :four f'ra.n.e dwellings, but no stone 
buildings. ·The Shanklins are not found at all in the 1798 assessment. 

John TI. Sha..Jlr..lin epJ:lears as owner in both the 1850 Sidne~r map a."11.d the 1877 
Hopkins atlas. iiis will, made in 1871 bequeatb.ed: 

to son \.'m.. J. Sha.l1lclin all the rest of' my land that is 
to say this place where -;1e nov: live, the old H:!..l ton 
place, the John Z. Howard place (1) 

John W. Sha.'1k!in was involved in the. business of manufacturing lime, and t:ne 
fourth item in his will left: 

to sen Andre?1 Yi. Sha.'1kl.in tl1e lime Kill :Bottom place by his 
lettiri.g John and Je:f:f have Agrecultural lime stone to burn 
f'or the land they to eet them their selves at their own expense. (2) 

The 1860 ma.nuf"acturers' census o:f the 9th District showed John ',·1. Shanklin 
listed under "limebu::rning" with :31000 capital investnent a..TJ.d one employee. 
Annual output was 10 ,000 b'.l of' lime worth $2800; raw material was 1000 bu of stone 
(costing 0200) a.'ld 300 cords of' v10od ( $900). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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T_ :~ __ 1a_Yl.1:..lins carried on the a::: t'-l.al buril.ing of the limestone in Lime Kiln 
Hol: :or Bottom or Valley) along Cromwell Bridge ili.d;e :aoad and were at one t.ne 
in , ,nership with Thomas 3.. Jenifer; that fim was a successor to the busines:; 
fot; l by Dr. Thanas ?.isteau. The finished line was stored on the east sic.e o~~ 
Sat,,_:. :Iill Road, not far from the Shanlr~lin house ir. a structure called a 11 lbe house," 
vlhich is now extinct. 

The firm of Shari'.tlin and Jenifer ran an ad in the county paper early in 1893 
under the headline, t'. Lirae ! I..ine ! " 

Having increased. facilities for 3urn:ing L:..::i.e, \7e take this nethod 
of inf'oming.the people o:f :Baltinore and narfo:::.-d Counties 
that vie are now prepared to furnis.._'1 hUILDr:;G, ':iHIT:;:;~-;ASH end AG?J:(;JLTU?.A.:L, 
T.~.mc, which we o::'fer at reasonable rates. Cur stone being of a 
superior quality we guarantee satisfaction. Kilns at Loch Raven. 

J,och ::{aven, P.O., Baltimore County, !:arJlan·:i 

But by 1929, the T!aryland Geolocical Survey re~orted but one kiln opera tine 
in the entire county, that one at Texas. 

John \'I. Shanklir. also served as clerk of the :Bal tinore County Court i::::: 
Baltimore County, hol:ling office from 1885 to 1891 and leavi113 behind a ro-n of 
ledgers bearing the i.'1.i tials J"';/s. 

This property is still held under a will recorded in 1871, copied in~o the 
seventh will boo}-:: of the present Orphans Court. The 1918 tax ledger co!ltir..ued to 
car.r-J ';:. Jefferson Sh'3.nklin as owner. He was sacceeded by present ovmer, ::::-. c.:.=. 
Shanklin, locally called "Dick" Shanklin, and he is the last o:f his irwec:iate 
f'arnily. I:'.:r. Sha.nklir1 is in poor health and depends on a nephe•-1 vlho liYes ?:extdoor 
for upkeep of the hou3e. "It 1 s :falling dm·m,1'> said ~1r. Shanl:lin to John :.=c3-:!"ain 
in early July of 1977. The house was re-roofed in 1976, but other signs o= aec~y 
are evident. Yet the ovmer is ouch attached to tbc house and intends to re=-ain there 
as long as he lives. 

no~s: 

1. Bal tir.lore County \'!ills, TP 7, :f. 126. 

2. B.C. i7ills, TP 7, 'f. 126. 

3• Balt::Lr:iore CountY :Jemocrat, ?ebrua.r'J 18, 1893. 

4. i.IarJland Geolocigal Survey, Physical ?ea tu.res o:f 3al tinore C:ounty 
(Baltimore, 1929), p. 235. 
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EijMAJC~: ~IflLIOGl!l.LPlllCAL .T:~~YERENCES 

Sh _n i."amily <iata collected for Bal tim.ore County Historical Society b~· 
l.Ir.-:, _..1.a c. Lacey and Claire A. P..ichardson, 1970. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARA'i'E SHEET IF NECESSARY 

[tilGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY GO. 5.;1 i ta+f°'i, but only ahout O. 5 on high groun.l r.ear !:o~se. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND •::OUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

fIIFORr..1 PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE John LicGrain ,£:r'.E~7J;FJ.Eied#7/4d..Y, bA/ZJH4,e,el h.cs-E.R//,lf770'Y {jh'ff/f.f/t:f/Y 

I' 

ORGANIZATION .f3,,,L-7'/ff~L.C3 ~;()TY DATE 

Office of :Flanning and Z~:ming July 1977 
STREET & NUMIJE;R TELEPHONE 

401 Bosley Averr~e 494-3495 
CITYOR TOWN STATE 

i:'owson 212CL~ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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