
Maryland Historical Trust 
-,., State Historic Sites Inventory Form 
~ 

1. Name (indicate preferred name) 

historic DUNDALK COMPANY BUILDING 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 4 Center Place 

city, town Dundalk 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district
_x_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site --. _object 

Ownership 
-Xpublic 
_private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 
xxxnot applicable 

_vicinity of 

21222 county 

Status 
....JL occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Survey No. BA-~347 

Magi No. 0325790711 

DOE _yes xno 

_ not for publication 

Councilmanic 7th 
congressional district 2nd 

Baltimore 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_x_museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
_-_ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name Baltimore County, Maryland 

street & number 
401 Bosley Avenue telephone no. : 887-3325 

city, town 
Towson state and zip code MD 21204 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. County Courts Building liber GLB 2377 

street & number 401 Bosley Avenue folio 270 

city, town Towson state MD 21204 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title National Register Historic District Study: Dundalk 

~ate December 8, 1983 -L federal __ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records Md. Historical Trust I 100 Community Place 

city, town Crownsville state MD 21032-2032 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
.2- good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
.2 original site 
_ moved date of move 

Survey No. BA-2347. 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The building is a one story, red brick building, it is 3 bays by 
2 bays, with a slate-covered hipped roof. On the main facade, the 
entrance is located in a central pedimented projecting pavilion. The 
entrance is flanked by pilasters and capped by a dentiled blind arch 
decorated in the center by a stylized "D". Windows with louvered 
shutters have splayed marble arches. There are also small marble 
panels on either side of the entrance. The rear facade is similar 
except that a palladian style window arrangement takes place off the 
entranceway. 

The rear of the building faces onto a park, known as Veterans 
Park. It is bounded by Shipping Place, North Center Place, Dundalk 
Avenue and faces Center Place. 

The interior of the windows still have "black-out" blinds in 
place. 



8 •. Significance Survey No. BA-2347 

?erioc:I Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_·_ .. ,:;u:atiistoric _archeology-prehistoric _x__ community planning· _landscape architecture_ religion 

-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_' 1700-1799 
_ 1800-1899 
__x 1900-

_ arch_eology-historic _ conservation - law _ science 
_agriculture _ economics - literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education - military __ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration1settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politicstgovernment _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (specify) 

Specific dates 1924 BuildertArchitect Edward L. Palmer (1877-1952) 

::=ieci<: rtpplicable c~iteria: 
and/or 

~pplicable Exception: 

Level of Significance: 

3 

3 

::ational 

c 

c D G 

state local 

The building was designed by Edward L. Palmer as part of a 
planned community for workers at Bethlehem Steel needed for World 
War I shipbuilding. This was one of 36 planned communities through
out the country constructed by the United States Shipping Board 
Emergency Fleet Corp. and the only one in Maryland. Ebenezer 
Howard's "Garden City" ideal was a major influence in the planning. 

The building was constructed in 1924 to be used as the off ices of 
the Dundalk Company which was originally formed to oversee develop
ment in Dundalk. They replaced the Federal Government as the major 
force in shaping the development of the remaining undeveloped land in 
the area. The first President of the company was Edward H. Bouton, 
who brought to the company his experience as president of the Roland 
Park Co. and his influence can be readily seen. (1) 

In 1953, the Bethlehem Steel Company conveyed the structure to 
the County Commissioners with the proviso that it only be used for 
park or public building purposes. (2) 

In 1954, the building was rededicated as the DundalkLibrary with 
some alterations to the original building, however, the overall 
structure is original. The building is now leased by the Dundalk 
Patapsco Neck Historical Society and used as a museum, archives and 
community cultural center. (3) 

NOTES: 

1. The structure appears as "office" on 1928 town map. An early 
photo appeared in the 1929 advertising brochure, How To own Your 
Own House. 

2. Baltimore County Deeds, GLB 2377:272. 

3. "Dundalk Historical Group Leases Library Building," Sun, 
April 8, 1993. 

DUNDALK.MHT/PZONE/LANDMARK 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

El e anor C. Lukanich , da t a furnished to LPC , 1993 . 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property -------
Quadrangle name Ba 1 t i more Eas t 

UTM References do NOT complet e UTM refer ences 
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See Plat Book WHM 9 , f . 17 , Lot l . 
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List •II states and counties for properties overlapping atate or county bound•ries 

state n/a code county n:/a code 

,· 

_st_at_e ________________________ cod __ e ________ c_ou_n_tv _______________________ co_d_e ___________ ~ 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title John McGrairi 

organization 
Office of Planning 

street & number 401 Bosley Avenue 

city or town Towson 

date 
February I , 1994 

telephone 88 7- 34 9 5 

state Maryland 21204 

PS-2748 

.. 
' 

r 



l,,;t 41 I CLI JI" • ._..,.._. -••••• • •• - • , -
•,:c;. lt-i~ . , 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE BA ... 2 34 7 [ •P ""8fJ I 

STATE REVIEW SHEET NPS Pro1Kt Nvmbet 

Historic Preservation Certification Application - Part 1 

Name of p"'"'""' D_ 1u1(f ,,_,(/:._ /6.Jt /d11ilj 
Addressof Property: ____________________ --:-------:-----;----------

.l:u,, / u:. f AJ R f:h s fw. D1 J /y. <-.r Name of Registered Historic Oistrict: _.=...---"-1""P"-_,,,,,.-...-...;--._--'---· ______ 1_c ________ ...._ ________ _ 

----- date additional infonruition requested by State 

----- date of this transminal to NPS 

~ date initial application received by State 

l:{1fi-!- date complete information received by State 

Inspection of property by Suite staff? __ no __ yes 

1 

2 

The following information is enclosed: 

~hotos of facades and rneeuc:apes 
__ v' c siigned. completed application 

photos of interiors 
map locning nructure within historic district 

__ additional State commenu on anached sheet 

For Evaluating Significance within Registered Historic Districts: Complete section (1 ). (2), or (3) according to which 
of the Secretarys ''Standards for Evaluating Significance within Registered Historic Districts" applies. 

(1) / The structure contributes to the historic significance of this district in: 
~location -k:::'1'esign ~ening ....,-materials..::::::::::.. workmanship V""f'eeling and association 

Briefly explain how this structure relates to the significant qualities and characteristics of the district as 
described in the National Register nomination form or dinrict documentation on file. ~ h 
!Ju:. c/r5f,,,cf t<}J1i//;.;;,J c~ Ct.)/,·-<~ ~~vi' V.ttt- c.J .. ic·~;; <-./~{I, 
- ~ i /) f / c .. ,., r ~,, li:j~ i.eJ· ,,,.~, I e.o,.,,, ,-.. ~Jc o.J ~ vrt J h fu fz..e> ~ ~ fct.1 S) ~ • '' "'7 ' h 't 

-::£-( i\ ~flt"'7'f• {/~J/ 24/' ~r/lnc Y't ~ /?1 U)ff1 c. J;,/1 s_; 0 ../' V~Y" ]rJ j ;'k .I < 

Vlt._ f~r.rc .. l5 
1 

}/ fl1c._f <..c( .,,...; 1t. Y'. Y e "; c.1 ~' .J/" - ' . . 
~ (-,<:vt5fy,,c k<f <.A1 1111, n~ "' lf7te e...-,.,//< .71 l<),n hu -(_ c.-J :;,/> .. ( ~" . ( 

(t'>f>'<f ~ r<hfe5-11!rfl-dt yfi .. f ~l7Jl-?'1r sc~- hu ... r.RJ,«:/.> .> .5-f•tf/,,.. 
(2) ___ The structure does not contribuur'to the

1

MstO(ic signifitan~ of this &strict because: 

{3) __ _ 

--- it does not add to the district's sense of time and place and historic.al development; 
___ the location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association have been so altere 

or Nve so deteriorated that the overall integrity of the propeny has been irretrievably lost. 
Briefly explain this recommendation : 

For structures less than 50 years 01d : 
__ the historical merits of th~ d1Hr1ct are documented in the National R~ister form or d1str1~ 

documentation on file as ltss than 50 years Old, justifying the cert1ficat1on of this s:ructure's 
contribution. 

--- the strong historic.al or architectural merit of this structure as described in the Nat ional Reg1~ 
nomination form or district documentation on file just1f1es its certification as controbuung. 

___ there is insufficient just ificat ion to consider this structure contributing on the basis of its me 
architectural or historical merits or the significance of the district 

Briefly explain how Standard 13) appltes to this structure's indl\'ldual merits or its s1gn1f1cance ·n c 
ship to the significant qualities and characteristics of the district. 



STATt REVlEW SHEET- Part 1, continued _ __...&a:-:. d,J'fl.-
NPS Project Number 

·---......-------------------------------------·-·-.. ----
r"--._ For preliminary detennination that building is a potential certified historic structure: 

-

4 

A. Nomination status of propertY: 

Nomination has already been submitted to State review board and, if reviewed by the board, property will be nominated within a 
---reasonable period of time. (Draft nomination anached). 

_Nomination was submitted to the National Reginer on---------
---Nomination will be submitted to the State review board within the next twelve months. 

___ Nomination process is expected to be completed within thirty months. 

_Other; explain: 

B. Evaluation of property. (Complete 1, 2, 3, or 4, a:s appropriate.> 

_ 1. Property is a building which is individually ttligible; it ~u National Register Cr'ltef"ia for 
Evaluation: ___ A ___ s ___ c ___ o; Exceptions: 

___ 2. Property is located within a district which is a potential registered historic district; the district meetS National Register Criteria 

for Evaluation: A ___ B ___ C ___ O; Exceptions: 

---3. Building is located in a reginered historic distf"ict, is outside the period or area of slgnificance as d0cumented in the National 
Register nomination, and: 
___ Appeal'$ to contribute to the significance of the district. The State expects to submit revised nomination documenta· 

tion to NPS on 

___ Does not appear to contribute to the significance of the district. 

___ 4. Building should be denied a preliminary determination that it could Qualify as a certified historic structure for the following 
reason or reasons: 

C. Statement of significance of·the building and the district or expanded district, if applicable. Include a description of how the building 
contributes to the significance of the district or expanded dis~trict, if applicable. 

This application for the above-named property has been reviewed by 7 ~ ( ·. · · :.t!-<-) 

State Official Re-commendation: V c { 4 
a professionally Qualified architect, architKtural historian. or historian on my staff. /~ 

/The structUre is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic District, contributes to the significance of the district, and 
is a "certified historic structure" for the purpose of rehabilitation. 

--- The structure is included within the boundaries of a Registered Historic District, contributes to the significance of the district, and 
is a "certified historic structure" for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes in accordance with the Tax Treatment 
Extension Act of 1980. 

--- The structure does not contrioute to the s•gnificance of the above-named distric~. 

--- The structure appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wilt likely be nominated. 

--- The structure does not appear to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will not be nominated. 

___ The structure appears to contribute to the significance of a: 

___ Potential historic district which appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be nomin<;ted. 

___ Registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the National Register nor.-:1r.atior 

or district documentation on file with the NPS. Nomination or district documentation will likely be revised. 

___ The suucture should be denied a preliminary determin11tion that it could qualify as a certified historic structure. 

___ Insufficient documentation to evaluate structure. State's written request for documentation is 11ttached. 

___ Detailed NPS rev1- rKommended ____ Precedent-setting case ---- Forwardf!d without recommenoa ti on 
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Dunda.lk, Baltimore County, Maryland~ __ :_ _____ ....,:. ______________ _ 
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