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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

by James T. W1)llon, Jr. A.I.A. (1976) 

The Oregon Furnace Store (BA 269) is a complex stone, brick, and 
frame structure standing close to the southwest corner of Shawan 
and Beaver Dam Roads. Its principal facade, facinG Shawan Road, is 
to the north. All sections ar,3 close in age, dating variously from 
ca. 1850 to ca. 1875. . 

The first part of this stru,:ture is the center section, of stone, 
five bays in length, two stories in height, with a rectangular 
single-flue brick chimney risi:'.1.g flush with each e;able end. Al though 
its form is traditional, its very simple Greek revival detailing and 
its absence of fireplaces indi:ates a date after the advent nf 
closed stoves, probably in the 18?0's or very early 1860's. 

Tho one-story, shed-roofed, three-bay east w~ng nnd the two-story, 
shed-roofed, two-bay west wing, the latter with a flat-topped parapet 
across its principal (north) facade were added to the center section, 
a conjecture based on the absence of structural walls be:L0nsing to 
those two ·wings adjacent to the center section. The east ·wing was 
not accessible for interior inspection. A oqu&.re, single-flue brick 
chimney rises flush with the southwest co:;_-ner of the west wing. 

A two-story, shed-roofed, fra~e win~ extends south from the brick 
west wing. A one-story, shed-roofed addition extends south from the 
easterly bays· of the center section; its east wall, facing the 
side road, extends above the xoof in a stepped parapet. 

One-story, hipped-roof porches extend across the entire north 
facade; the porch in front of the center section extends continuously 
in front of and around the we::t end of the brick west win5,·its 
southerly bay there enclosed v•i th frame walls as a pantry, t;y:pical 
of the reGion. The square eolumns with simple r'.loulded capl.tals are 
probably orit?;inal to the ;iorches, as are the square colw:-.ns with 

· jig-sawn brackets in front of the east wing. A shed-roofed, one
story porch extends across thE: south facade of the center section, 
its colm:ms simpler; spanning bet•1:een them is a wooden railing 
with an oval rail and plain recta.i.--igular balusters. 

An extra north front doo:::-, in the easterly bay of the center 
section indicates the spec:L·a:_ pur?ose of this structure, probably 
as a st~re, tavern, post o·f fiee a_'ld d;::elling. I·t is o.f t~-:o. 
lone; panels, typical of the. G::-eek-reviv~l sty~e •. Most orii?inal 
shutters remain on the 6/6 ·..rindows, each consistins of a sinz;le 
vertical panel, flush with th1~ stiles and rails on the exposed 
side when opened. .An origi:nal '\-.Touc;ht iron bar secures the shutters 
closed, locked from within. :3econd-story windows are flanked t:Y 
louvered blinds and all wi.ndo·N"s have nnrrow beaded frames. Brick 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IE' NECESSARY 
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-« i ack-arches support masonry abov·~ first-story openings; second-story 
, JpeninGS are immediately beneath the cornice. 

BA-2b? 

The east wing has its princip~l entrance centered in its north 
facade; flanking windows are wid·~ to serve as display windows and they 
are protected with bi-folding pru1eled shutters with loose mouldings, 
also secured closed with an iron bar. North and east walls are of 
limestone, matched for color, but the south (rear) wall is of unmatched 
rubblo. 

A hall extends throu~h the middle bay of the center section; the 
principal stair rises enclosed f::-om its northeast corner and a single 
room is on either side of the hall in the first story. In the second 
story, the easterly portion is divided into two rooms and a narrow 
hall to the west bisects the wes~erly portion of the center section 
and the southwest room thus formc~d is bisected again into two small 
rooms. Interior tri::::n. is very plain; architraves are of two planes 
in the first story, one in the second, all with a beaded edge. Doors 
are of two tall panels in the first story and of vertical beaded 
boards in the second, hung on "T .. CLARK" cast-iron butt hinges. Chimneys 
do not project beyond the face of the wall and there are no fireplaces. 

In the southwest corner of the west wing is a large cooking fireplace 
or stove enclosure, now closed. A secondary staircase rises to the 
second floor between the two roor1s of the west wing. 

In the attic of the center section, the straight-sawn rafters are 
half-lapped and pegged at the ridge. 

In June, 1979, the building is boarded against intruders. 

SPRINGHOUSE (BA 269A) 

To the west of the store is a square springhouse with a pyramidal 
roof retaining its original roof framing, brick floor, and brick water 
troughs around the interior; its entrance faces east. 



D SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE·· CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

RE HISTORIC __ARCHEOLUliY PRHilSTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANO SCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_1400-1<499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE ...:..EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 17q<)-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

~ 1800-1899 ~OMMERCE _EXPLOAATION'SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900. _COMMUNICATIONS ~INDUSTRY _POLITICS1GOVEANMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION· 

__ SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_QTHE~ !SPECIFY) 

In acquiring the Kurtz farn :tn 1969, Baltimore County came into 
possession of a deteriorated compEny town and the ore pits of the 
former Oregqn Furnace. The t.rac.t name here is "John and Thomas' Forrest." 
(1) There are pablished statements that ore minin3 was under way 
here in the early 1830's, but the first recorded agree=cnts between 
the iron o-oerators Richard Green and vial ter Farnan.des are in the late 
1840' s. v.rhen the furnace company i·."as reor:;ani zed, a deed made by 
Richard Green enumerated the company's assets, a.."1.d showed that they 
had acquired mining privileges fror.1 Jollivi Scott, Hugh Ensor~ Richard 

.Stansbury, and Miss Charlotte Cockey Deye Ofrings. (2) They also 
pt!.rchased land from Sa-:mel Wilde:rson and ·wife in June of 1847. (3) 
The Wilderson place included the~ seller's dwelling. The c.onpany 
~aid $5 per year for mining rigLts, plus 25 cents per ton. (4) 

Farnandes ~,·as a Bal tirr:ore attorney and .had been in partID.ership 
with Green sir...ce November, 18L~6, as co-owner of Harford Furnace. The 
a::;ree::ient nentione.d 11 ParnandiB :r.aving no experience in the nanagement 
of Iron. Works" in contrast with "the s::.Cill and ex:perie:i.ce ••• ·of 
Green. 11 (5) Green had prior dealint.;s with landowner Wilderson, lending 
him money via mortge_ge in 1838 and 184-6. (6) 

There was al:~eady one furnace company wori:ing in the eichth district, 
the Ashla.TJ.d Furnace, about 2.7 miles to thP. southc8.st. Ashland 
Furnace has a;iparently been dated somewhat too early in publish-ed 
\o:orks; al thou~~;h Sin13ewald' s classic study for the r-Iaryland Geolo3ical 
Sarvey puts Ashland's bec;inning at 1837, the company did not beGin 
to acquire land and water rights u:::i.til the SlL'Th'Tier of 1844. Hor is 
t7~land listed in AlexJ.llder's 18L~O r~port on the Maryland iron industry. 

Ashland had been or~anized in 1844, and its principals included 
C:!"'~istopher Geiser, Philip A. and· ·rhor::as S:no.11, :r::e:::::.bers of the 
Patterson fauily, and Charles GilmJr. They had acquired some land in 
the present Oregon park area "befor?. the Ore;:on Furno.cc was built, a 
tract purchased by the Ashlan~ partners in their o~m na~es from the 
widow of Abraha:n Price; that :parcel, acquired in 18L;.4, \·:as part of 
the landgrant 11 Long Tract 11 and it s.djoined "John and Thomas' Forrest." (8) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NEC:::SSARY 
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The ovmers of Orec;on apparently never incorporated, and in 1851, 
Farnandes sold out to Green by bond of conveyru1ce. While they were in ' . . the business, it is reported that the groups of miners representing 
the rival firms &ot into battles over access to the various ore beds. (9) 
Deeds also mention a dispute that had arisen between Miss Owings and 
the Oree;on company, settled by an "a:nicable arrangement." (10) 

Singewald's study dates Orec;on Furnace at 1849, which seems to 
fit existing maps and deeds. The 1850 cou..11ty map by J.C. Sidney 
showed Ore~on Furngce and placed it on the south bank of Ore~on Branch, on 
a line sighted 839 W from the surviving company store. 

Oregon Furnace was a stone st<:~ck, probably housed in a partially 
open frame shed or casting house. It, like Ashland, was considerably 
advanced over somewhat sir:iilar stone furnaces of the colonial period 
such as Northampton Furnace or \.11:.ite Marsh Furnace. At Oregon, the 
air blast was furnished by a stec;.m-driven bellows and the fuel used 
was anthracite coal. Oregon stocd 36 feet high and measured 11 feet 
·.·ride at the bosh (i.e., at the inverted cone inside the rounded arch 
at the base of the structure. (11) No re~ains were mentioned as 

·surviving in Sinr;ewald's 1911 study; no mound can be found today. The 
authors of the Western Run-Belfast Road National Re;:;ister district 
survey had a Maryland Historical Trttst inventory nll!:lber reserved for 
the furnace, if it is ever located. (12) (Site BA 969) 

In February, 1852, a merger of both furnace groups was effected 
under the mana~ement of Richard Green. Deeds were made by all parties 
to unify the ownership and redistribute relative shares. (13) 

The Maryland Historical Society library has 14 ledgers identified 
as accounts of the company store. However, the earliest volurr:es also 
contain charges for haulinr:; limestone, coal, and pig iron, and the 
royalties paid to .Miss Owings. .A second ledger contains employment 
time sheets of the furnace a."'ld ore bank worben, with the earliest 
entries made in April of 1851. Notations on the ti~e sheets reveal 
nechanical problems, snowfalls, floods, deaths, marria3es, an& the 
cate that tenants ca~e to occupy co~pa.11y housing and who agreed to 
share the rent. The furnace started on April 3, 1851, and ran more or 
less continuously until May of 1857. There were usually 30 to 39 names 
on the time sheets, but on June 1, 1857, e~ploy:-1ent dropped to ten and 
there ·were no further references such as" ''Furnace Blowed Out" 
or "Blowed in Furnace 3 P.M. 11 Most of the na~es appear to be of Irish
~en. Occasionally persons are identified by first nar:ie alone among 
the cart drivers and I!lay have been slaves. ( 14) 

When the ore ban..1-{ workers at Orec;on refused to work illlless their 
salaries were raised to $1.00 per day, the county papers called this 
unfaniliar event a "strike," putting the word in quotatioa .marks. (15) 

The city papers reported on Tuesday, May 31, 1853: 

On Sunday morning Ore~on Furnace, situated 
near Cockeysville, was entirely destroyed 
by fire. The property was owned by Messrs. 
Patterson, Small, Green & Co., whose loss 
is said to be very high. (16). 
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The time sheet r.lCrely reported the fire as 11 3tock House burnt. 11 An 6A-26? 
engineer named Henry Masyr:ian coranenced work on June 1Lt-, and two days 
later the furnace was ac;ain 11 Bloiled in. 11 

SinGewald's study reported that output in 1855 set a record, some 
4,419 tons. But ·in 1857, the conpany consolidated all its iron making 
at Ashland. (17) 

The 1877 atlas showed an engine house at Ore3on, presumably used for 
pumping out the ore pits. The title sheet had noted on September 2, 
1853, "John Gill an.d Tho. Trout brought the Steam ?ump from Galloway's 
Bank to Oregon Bank--Jacob T. Kurtz." 

Bromley's atlas of 1915 showed the words "Ashland Furnace, Engine 
House" near the present swir:uning pool at Oregon; the pool is nothing 
more than an undrained ore pit. 

The company store was in existence by at least the time for surveying 
the 1850 map by J.C. Sidney, which showed the present building as "Store 
Green & Company. 11 Part of the store·:::nay have been the Wilderson dwelling 
--that fan1ily had to vacate the pre::iises befo.re January 1, 1848--but 
no stone dwelling was found here on the 1798 tax list; architectural 
analysis by James T. l,.follon, Jr. !· suc;gests that the store is a mid-19th 
Century design. Store goods were advertise~ in the Balti~ore County 
Advocate in 1850 at Rosan' s store, Orec;on. (18) 

The time sheets record that on October 8, 1854, that "E.B. Bossler 
- took possession of OreGon Store to day." On October 15, 1858, it was 

recorded, "E. B. Bossler got kick Eid by the Black .Mare this morning." 
The Oregon post office was established in 1879 with James W. Rockey as 
postmaster. ThoTIJ.aS Kurtz was api:;ointed postmaster in December of 1884 
and Catherine Kurtz in October, 139~. ~he office was discontinued in 1902. 

The store served both the local f arners and the ore bank and furnace 
workmen. One ledger shows the n<:lTiles of customers and such items as 
coffee and boy's hats. A.few of the patrons in 1873 were: 

Abr~am Geise 
W::n. J. Jeffries 
Wm. W. Matthews 

Charles Jessp:p 
W:::n. l'ishpaw 
Henry Long 

Jacob Geist 
John T. Riley. (19) 

The 1876 Bal t:i.D0re CoUJ.'1ty Tax I.ieC.ser indicates that there were still 
twenty ten?,nt houses on the 457-<=.cre property. That area included a 
large farm that apparently was vmrked for the benefJ. t of the co::ipany. (20) 
The time sheets record plantinc; corn and fillinc; of the Oregon Ice 
House (as well as I1iss Owin0s' Ice House) in the 1850' s. 

In 1884, all oinin::; operations. ceased at Ore3on due to the shutdo\om 
of Ashland ·Furnace; its owne::-s tcld the press that they ·were still solvent, 
but iron was scllinc below its ccst of production a..'1d the COlL'1try was 
71utted with aI1 iron su::-plus turr ... ed out by new investors in the industry. 
\ 21) Thonas Kurtz, who had beer. fore::ian since just after the Gi vil 
War--the atlas patron list· Gives his date of settlement as 18.S6--bou7 . .,..ht 
the entire Orer:on tract and continued. to operate the ceneral store. i,,22) 
The cor.ibined store anC: dwellinc is nentioned in Tax Lec.c::;ers of 1876, 
1896, and 1918. In 1918, dimensions were given as 27 x 60 feet and 
24'x 34, charged to Catherine Kw:·tz. (23) · · 
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One of the ore pits (Site BA 830) filled up with sprint; water and 
.in runoff and was put to use as a public swi2u.:in3 pool that functioned 

in the 1930' s and two or three dee.a.des after. The Kurtz fru:iily continued 
to live on the place and still owned it until it was sold in 1969 to 
Baltimore County for park purposes. (24) 

Various pla..~s have been m~de to develop a recreational area at Oregon. 
A ski slope and lift was in operation for a few years; the Oreson dinner 
theatre has been more e::idurine; thar, the ski business. Various years 
have seen open air sur:-.:ner concerts by the Balti~ore Symphony, always a~ 
the mercy of sudden stor::is, hm-;ever romantic the advertising about 
Concerts Under the Stars. In 1978, there was an election question 
on the subject of issuing bonds to build a permanent music pavilion 
at Oregon; however, it was defeated. by the electorate. One park 
plan calls for moving the store off the corner and keeping it as an 
"historic building." 

As of June, 1979, no one was liv-ing in the former company store. 

Other Structures, Wot No::ninated: 

BANK BARN (Site BA 826A). There had been a large bank barn associated 
·with the company store, but only its foundation and stone barnyard 
wall rer::i.ain •. It was described as 11 old 11 in the 1918 tax ledger. 

OTHER SITES. See attached map, traced from 200-scale photogrrunetric maps. 

Co::roany Tm·m: 

The conpany town was a slie;ht distance from the store and apparently 
there had been a full row of three-story dwellings on each side of a 
street. Nine tenant houses were listed in 1918. So~e structures were 
photographed by Harold Sanpson for a Johns Hopkins ter~ paper in economic 
history in 1938-39. Sar..pso::'.l made a tracint; of an 1864 plat ovmed by 
the Kurtz fa~ily at that tine. The plat showed the houses and furnace, 
ru:d indicated that the store lot was pa:::-t of the tract sold by \{ilderson 
to Green and Farnandes under deed .AWE 3.'31:273 of 1847. One of the 
photos sho·wed a one-story stone blacksr:ii th shop. In 1979, only three 
houses of the village survived and have lon0 been vucant. A time-sheet 
entry of August 8, 18'.)L!-, stated that Patrick neale cor::.::J.enced keeping the 
Boarding House this mornins. 11 On. 1'uQist 12, there was the ::.otation, 
"John I1cCue moved in the first ne1.~· house next to the furnace to day • 11 

A "fourth new house" was occupied by Martin Lavern on August 20. On 
Ifa.rch 24, 1855, there ·was raent:.on that 11 Jno. Gunning TI:oved into No. 13 
Avenue--today. 11 Ac;ain, "One of the new houses" was mentioned on April 
1, 1856. The employees were called "rr:echanics" in the entry for Thanks
giving Day, 1855. "Ladies Day" on March 25 was a holliday one year. (26) 

The remaining houses are fairly far ap3:rt and no lancer rese~ble a 
~1 anned co~~unity or form a cluster. In fact, the Depaxt~ent of Recreation 

.::!. Pc.rks ..,.,.ould like to dispose of these buildine;s and re-use some of 
the materials. (Sites BA 826, BA 828, BA 829) 
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 440 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The store lot is bou.."'lded by Shawan Road on the north, by a small 
stream on the west, by Beaver Dam Road on the East, and by the 
entrance road into the park on the south or southeast. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERT ES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE none COUNTY none 

STATE COUNTY 
none none 

[El F ORI'vl PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John McGrain--quoting parts of :tm form by J .T. Wollen, Jr .. 
ORGANiZA TION 

Office of Planning a."'1d Zoning 
STREET 8. NUMBER 

401 Bosley Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Towson 

June, 1979 
TELEPHONE 

ST~TE 



ORE8-0N FUR!rACE srrorrn---Lecsers, found in ;·kl. Historicnl Socict~:, ~fa. 629. 

Inside the flylead of earliest volu~::e: Orc.::or~ Furno.ce April 1, 18)1 
Account of Li~estone hauled 
by Tho~:1as Love 

also "A. J. Lent 7, Ore son, 
Baltm. Co. Md." 

Various notes read "E. E. Ashl:ind", app~ently for "Entered at Ashland." 

refs to: bar lead, iron pi~e ••• hcvm ti~ber •••• chills 

July 2, 1851 •• , h100 (pounds of) hearthstones 

0r'2 hauled by Tho~as Love 
Nove::,ber 19, 1851 ••• (first such entry) 

Account of Pi- Iron·hauled by Tho~as Love & J. Merryr.1an, Jr • 
. t.pr 11+ 1s;.1 

Conl 

Cinder .• ... 1G, .1851 
H8ulin: by Tho~as C. Tracy 

Scrap Iron 

••• hauled by Sar:n1el 1.forthin.:;ton •••• Pat:' :Teal 

_. ....... 5 ., 
-· ' 1$56 •!'• "?i:.:; Iron Ha'4-led to Ashland" 

1856 Coal Ifaaled fro-:: Ashlanci ty Thal.las Love 

May 29 ~· 185h Pi:; Iron • • • recd "by Evan Da·.ri s 

Total A::1ou_'1t hauled to Ashland, t:!'lis blast 
March 15 18'.Yl 

2,765 

1855 2500 tons :ro:: Miss C1·rin3s up to 22C. Dec. 1855. 

Accounts .... 

Seconc1 V0Ji1....,e: 

boo~ skips to 1873 

Abr2.har" (;ei se 
~ ... r~. ",·.1 • ~::3.tt:-ievrs 

:rew~r~r Lons 
Jacob Geist 

"Work in Apri.l 18)1." 

lists store custo~crs 

\1!~... .Jc f fries 
H;:. 7i shnRw 
Chas. Je;so::.:i 
John T. Rile;7 

Furnace StPrted 3 April 1851 

8A-lt 1 

Furnace Stopped to RepRir fe':?d. :pipe 22 :~pril 1351 

30 colu":.ns with nf1~es, r.ost· Jf the Iris!'l 



7 Dece:-nber 1851 Furnace stopped to rcpnir cylinder 

Janurtry 1852 Blm·1e<l f'.1rnncc out this nornin~ 

November 1852 (39 enployees) 

Christ!1as (on one ser?;.is to have worked) 

27 

28 

7 

January 

January 

February 

19 April 

29 May 

26 May 

14 June 

16 June 

1853 "Very cold" 

1853 "d mh 4011 • .1... er::i. 

1853 Puttin3 Hearth in Furnace" 

1853 Ensineer Cn~e 

1853 (Sun.) "Stoc}: hm.rne burnt." 

1853 "Blowed in Furnace 2.t 5 A.M." 

1853 "Henry Mas:r-r.Jan En3incer co~:i.;ienced" 

1853 ":Blo1·red in Furnace 3 P.M." 

2 Septenber1853 "Jos. ~ill fr. Tho. Tro~:- brou;::ht the Steam Pu:1p 
fro~ Galloway!s Bank to Ore3on Bank." 

2 Octob'er 1853 

5 Dece':1ber 1853 

23 Dece:-nber 1853 
July 1854 

3 Au:.:;ust 1854 

12 Au.sust 1854 

16 Au::::;ust 1854 

17 Au311st 18~'4 

20 J...uc;ust 1854 

14 October 1854 

7 - DeceF.,ber 185'4 .,; 

Jacob T. Kurtz 

First sno""Vr fall 
•• ref H. ?noFles, En;:. 

Bro"rce cros~; head stopped 15 hours 

Blew out at: 9 o'clock 

••• broken cranks • • • for Stea-:-1 Chest 

?e.tric'.::" i::enl cor71nenced keepins 
House this :'"'ornin::;. 

the Boardinc 

John !kCue rr:oved in first ne~·r house next to the 
furnece to cay 

~·1ich8.el CorJ1ell took possession of seco.!;d one today. . 
Jo:--... n W'1ale:r. r.:ovcd into one of the new houses 
tod~y.. 

Martin LavE·rn • • • • fourth nevr house today. 

Da::l in 0l2rcy killed by 
i'all in.: on hi~. 

the lar:e Co: ~heel 

P~t.·~an~:~~n was severelv injured in t~e Bank 
this rorrd .. :r:_: b:r a ';_1wntit~r of ore Pnd dirt fnllin3 
on hi:.i bre.e~cinc both lir:-il>s--w.:rler~:round 15 
'7"inutes. 



:,rcond Vol.11....,e 

12 January 1855 

~ January 1855 

6 Februi:i-ry1855 

24 March )855 

5 Aucust 1855 

J:, 
S ptenber 1855 

1 April 1856 

C~::Jphcne Lnnp bnrst in "Brid:.:.;e House toni;::ht. et1£9 
••• ref ••• Miss O~in3s' ice house 
••• ref • • • Ore ... :on Ice House 

Jno. TI1;ff' s foot ·71ci.shed in Rflisin:::; Cinder last 
ni~ht 

••• ref ••• Jno. '.}uD .... Ylin:::; :ioved into No. 13 · 
P.venue -- toc~w. 

Heaviest Plood ever known about Ore:.:;on •••• fences 
live stock e-,C ccirried 2.v'PY. 3ranch ~:::ide c!1ru1. 
150 ft. ·wide. 

Side of Rri~3e House took fire fron one of the 
Flues at ~o'clock in the rornin:. Caused 
:.:;re at exci te'"".ent end considerable da,~,a,::e. 

Mechanics did not wor~. 

LRckey Watson.took possession of one of the new 
houses to-rlay. 

~TOTE: Xa;yr 1857, the roster is 30..,.,1us r:en for last ti:::ie; the next ~.onth, 
there are 10 :men. ~ro r.ore refs to •,-:or1dn3 the furnace. 

8 October-

16 October 

30 October 

4 Me.rch 

5 Karch 

15 Ma.rch 

12 June 1 

1854 

1854' 

1858 

1853 

1858 

1858 

E.B. ~ossler took possession of Oreson Store 
to day. 

Pat Sh.ciy' s bGJ;:r~' C.iec: today. 

Put t;,p ne-·J ':.Insh r·:.?.chine today 11 0 I clock A. :r. 

Tl10~ R. ?i·:Casl in "".'le.rried to(}?_y at Coc1-:e:rsville by 
Rc•.r. T~r. W c:tl ters. 

l''kCr>.slin .:10'.":':e vi th his Fife toc1 a,y. 

E. 1:. Bossler :ot :·::.c1:cC: b~/ the ~3lack '.'·fare this 
~1orn:in3 

1';re~t flood. L'estc~rn Run u::i '·:i t11in 0'1e 8nc1 a 
hal.: foot o.f co~;,:-it:.- bri~<::e.~ :'Ell ::1.a:-::::, fe:-.ces, 
a.'1C b:ri'.3._:;·~S S~·~cpt P.··'P.:'. T1~ttr1C':~S rP.CC: to:i:·il 
9-\·.·a:r also s·'."wc con-::~:i.nin,:: 2bo""J.t t:-.irtccn. hunC.red 
bar.:-els e·L::·ht hunr_reo of ~-.r'hich '.-:ere lost • . ~ 



oA- J..~ 
030~fJ1'1Sl' 

Cregan ~urnace ~uiidin~f 
3outhside of Shawan ~a. 
~est or 3eaver Ja~ 1a. 

1, o c r;: e y .s v l :_ _;_ e , >'. ::i. 
riot a c ce ~3s1 b_:_e 
'vi r c 3 .l. ~·~ 1~ "' - ~ -- ·'-!:..;, 

lhe ouilaings wn1cn re~ain un tnis site are: a co~~qny 

store, overseer's nouse, par{ ranger's nouse, two tenant nouses, 

a oa.rn auu a spr1ngnouse. Tney a-'--'- are reJ.atea to tile rurc...i.. 

iron ir.austry ·wh1.:::h r 1our1sheu here ::..n trie ::_,fth century s.n'.-: 

inaicate tne architectural simplicity e~p~oyea en co~pany 

The store prooabLy had ~ultinle uses: 3S i post 

01·.r ice, ::sener·a~ store, o .f'fi c e and d\··:e =-.1 in;-. It is the ~ ea~3t 

3lterea ur the structures. 
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II DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT 

--XlOOD 

X-FAIR 

XJl>ETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

-XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

ihe Oregon Gompany Store is a complex stone, bricK and 

frame structure standing close to the southwest corner of 

dhawan and Beaver Jam rtoads. Its prin!tiple facade, faciLg 

ohawan noad, is to the north. ~11 sections are close in age, 

dating variously from ca. 1650 to ca. 1875. 

~ne first part of ~his structure is the cen~er section, of 

stone, five bays in length, two stories in height, with a rec

tangular single-flue brick chirrney rising flush with each gable 

end. Although its form is traditional, i~s very simple Greek 

revival detailing and its absence of fireplaces indicates a 

aate ~fter the advent of closed stoves, probably in the 1850's 

or very e3rly 1860's. 

fhe one-story shed-roofed three bay east wing and the two

story shed-roofed two bay west wing, the lat0er wi~h a flat 

topped parapet across i~s principle (north) facade were added 

~o the center section, a conjecture based on the absence of 

structural walls belonging to those two wings adjacent to the 

center section. The e2st wing was ~ot accessible for interior 

inspection. A square single flue brick chirriney rises flush 

with the southwest corner of the west wing. 

A two-story shed-roofed frame wing extend$ south from the 

brick west wing. A one story shed-roofed aduition extends 

south from the easterly bays of the cen~er section; its east 

wall, facing the side road, extends above the roof in a stepped 

parapet. 
One story hipped-roof porches extend across the entire north 

facade; the porch in front of the center section extends con

tinuously in front of and around the west end of the brick west 

wing, its southerly bay there enclosed with frame walls as a 

pantry, typical of the region. The s c;uare columns with simple 

0ee Continuation Sheet # 1 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC --ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION -LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE -ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 __ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X 1800-1899 JCCOMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- -COMMUNICATIONS XJNDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATE5__ k 
Un nown BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Gn the south side of Shawan Road, west of Beaver D~m Road, 

are located the remains of the Oregon Furnace, ore banks, workers' 

houses and company store. All that is left of the once bustling 

iron industry here are the overseer's house with its barn 

and springhouse, a comp,any house now used b:,' tl:e ?·ar~<:: Rqn.;,~r, 

~w~ c~~?s~y tenant houses, and the general store. 

It is not known when iron ore was first mined on this site. 

Richard Green 

a partnership 

and ,, alter Fernadi s, a Baltimore lawyer, formed 

in l836 to mine hera. (l) They built an anthra-

cite steam furnace 36 feet high by 11 feet wide on the property 

in 1849, and leased the ore banks from Charlotte Colegate 

DeyE~ Owings ( 2 ) whose family had )atented the prope_::_·ty :fnown as 

John and ~homas Forest in 1735.(3 
Nearby, on property ac "quired from Abraham H. Price's family, 

the ~atterson, 8mall and Go., incorporated by fhilip and 

Samuel Small of York, fa., and Joseph and ~dward Patterson of 

Baltimore, was also mining and smelting. Such sharp competition 

and ri valr~r developed_ between the two that a legal battle re

sulted and the companies were merged under the name ~shland 

Iron Gompany,. ( 4 ) 'rhe parent campany was located just east 

of ~iockeysville and operated three furnaces and several mines. 

Although the Oregon Furnace continued to operated with Richard 

Green as the manager, in 1853 a fire entirely destroyed it 

and property loss to the company ran very high.(5) In 1856, 

the smelting at uregon ceased and ore was hauled to tne furnace 

at Ashland as a more economical measurt.C~J The 1860 Products 

of Industry census indicates that in that year Patterson, 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SH~gT ~~~~~~ Sheet # 5 
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Continua.ti'bn Sheet #1 

Question #7 Description, Continued 

(3fi ~ 2C9 
Oregon Furnace Buildings 
Heatern Run - Belf'ast Rd . 
Historic District 

moulded capit·ls are probably original to the porches, as are 
the s quare columns with jig- sawn brackets in front of' the east 
wing . A shed- roofed one story porch extenas across the south 
facade of the center section , its columns simpler ; spanning 
between them is a wooden railing with an oval rail and plain 
rectangular balusters • 

An extra north front door , in the easterly bay of the center 
section , inoicates the special purpose of this structure , pro
bably as a~ore , tavern , post office and dwelling . I~ is of 
two long panels , typical of the Greek-~evival style . Most or
iginal shutters remain on the 6/6 windows, each consisting of 
a single vertical panel , flush with the stiles and rails on the 
exposed side when opened . An original wrought iron bar secures 
the shutters closed, locked from within . Second story windows 
are flanked by louvered blinds and all windows have narrow 
beaded frames . Brick jack arches support masonry above first 
story openings; second story openings are immediately beneath 
the cornice . 

'i'he east wing has its principle entrance centered in its 
north facade; flanking windows are wide to serve as display 
windows and they are protected with bi- folding paneled shuuters 
with loose mouldings , also secured closed with an iron bar . 
North and east walls are of limestone , ruatched for color, but 
the south (rear) wall is of unmatched rubble . 

A hall extends through the middle bay of the center section; 
the principle stair rises enclosed from its northeaat co=ner 
and a single room ia on uithor side of the hall in the first 
story . In the second story the easterly por·cian is divided 
into two rooms and a narnow hall to the west wing bisects 
the westerly portionoof the center section and the southwest 
room thus formed is bisected again into two small rooms . In
terior trim is very plain; architraves are of two planes in 

See Continuation Sheet fl. 2 



Continuation Sheet #2 

Question #7 Description, Continued 

'BA· Z6? 
Oregon Furnace Buildings 
Western Run - Belfast Rd. 
Historic District 

the first story, one in the second , all with a beaded edge . 
Doors are of two tall panels in the first story and of verti 
cal beaded boards in the second , hung on T. CLARK cast iron 
butt hinges . Chimneys do not project beyond the face of the 
wall and there are no fireplaces . 

In the southwest corner of the west wing ls a large cooking 
fireplace or stove enclosure, now closed . A secondary stCEi.r
case rises to the second floor between the two rooms of the 
west wing . 

In the attic of the center section , the straight sawn 

rafters are half- lapped and pegged at the ridge . 
ro the west is a square springhouse with l:i pyramidal 

roof retaining its original roof framing , brick floor and 
brick water· troughs around the interior ;. its entrance races 
and principle structure through its east wall . 

•ro the southeast is a ame and one- half story framed ou-c
building , probably a carriage house and grainery combination; 
i~s exterior walls are covered with German siding . Its in
terior was not accessible for inspection. 

The vverseer ' s House is a two story £rame house, five bays 
in length , facing east . Of traditional form , its principle 
entrBnce , a door with two long panels , is centered in the 

first story of its east facade and windows are or were 6/6 
set in narrow beaded frames . ~.ost sash is missing . Exterior 
walls are covered with asbestos shingles over plain weather
boarding . Single flue brick chimneys rise internally at each 
gable end . Extending west behind its south end is a one and 
one- half' stor·y ki t;chen wing , its shed roof perpendicular to 
tho main house . A brick chimney rises internally centered 
on the west end . Internally , a central hall extends through 
the hous~ with a straight , enclosed stair to the second and 
attic floors; a secondary stair rises to the second floor 
.from ~he southwest room . Flanking ~he hall in both stories 

See Contionuation Sheet #3 
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Oregon Furnace Buildings 
Western Run - :Belf'ast Rd. 
Historic District 

Continuation Sheet #3 
Question #7 Description, Continued 

are t wo rooms on either side . Interior finishes are extremely 
plain, limited to plain beaded architraves around doors an~ 
windows and in the two east front rooms , a mantel (probably 
surrounding a stove) consisting of plain pilasters supporting 
a plain frieze and shelf . Most of the walls and woodwork re
tain their nineteenth century paint, the former being pastel 
tinted washes over plaster , the latter a strong dark brown . 

Structural members are of straight sawn , dimensional ma
terial; lathing is circular sawn . In the unfinished attic , 
the rafters are half- lapped and pegged at the ridge with collar 
beams dovetailed and nailed in place . 

To the north are the stone walls of a former barnyard and 
Barn , the wooden suP.erstructure of which is missing. In a 
dense undergrowth near the northeast corner of these walls 
is an iron trough, one of two on the property, the other ofi. 
which is described below . 

Southeast of the house is a stone Springhouse; its north 
gable is cantilevered over its north wall to shelter the entry; 
other walls have small louvered openings . 

Southeast of the springhouse , across Oregon Branch , is the 
Bark Ranger ' s House, formerly a company house . It is a two 
story frame house on a high stone foundation built into the 
hillside , making its west or principle front virtually three 
stories in height . Its 6/6 windows in the first frame story 
are arranged as though the house were of two long bays in 
length; the upper story is void of windows on this facade . 
A modern chimney rises externally at either end of this much 
altered house . Exterior walls are covered with wooden shingles. 

Northwest of the Park Ranger's Bouse is another iron trough 
standing up against a tree. It is of plain iron plates forged 
into a large watering trough for the draught anaimals once used 
on this industrial site . 

See Continuation Sheet # 4 



BA ~ l69 
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Continuation Sheet #4 

Question #7 Description, Continued 

11he two Company Houses r.are virtually identical and they are 
situated along an old road extending to the west parallel to 
Oregon Branch . Each is two stories in height , of frame con
struction, on a stone foundation or ground story set into the 
hillside making their north facades three full stories in 
height . Upper story windows are small, probably 3/3 originally 
while windows below were probably 6/6; all sash are missing . 
Frames are of narrow headed material . Entrances are in each 
end bay of the south facade and each house has two rooms on 
each r'loor with a chimney extending through the middle par
tition offering fireplaces to both rooms in the ground and 
first stories . Possibly the houses we::c.e planned as duplex 
dwelLings , a tupical form for early and mid- nineteenth cen
tury company housing , but doorways have been cut between the 
rooms in each story . Interior detailing is very plain;, walls 
and ceilings are plastered on circular sawn lathe; · lower floor 
jois~s are of hewn logs ; uppen fl:oor , walls and roofs are 
framed with straight sawn dimensionaLmaterial . Enclosed 
staircases rise immediately inside the exterior entrances, 
enclosed within vertical beoded board partitions . Original 
doors , of which a few remain , are of' vertical beaded boards , 
hund on cast iron butt hinges with wrought iron Suffolk latches... 

A majestic sycamore stands close to the east end of the 
westerly of these structures . 

South of the Company Houses is a large water filled 
Quarr~ the original Oregon ore banks , now used as a swim

ming pool . 
West of the Quarry is a bank , now overgrown 

woods , with several small holes penetratinr. it . 

in a young 
It is said 

to have contained the entrance to the principle mine, now 
filled to prevent human entry . 
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Continuation Sheet #5 
Question #8 Signif'icance , Continued 

Bmall, and Uo . employed 45 workers who mined 11,825 tons oi' 
iron ore, 8100 tons of coal end 4300 tons of limestone . 

A company store and post office was built in the mid
nineteenth century . It supplied both the local farmers and 
the workmen . Some of the ledgers are still in existence and 

·• show the names of the patrons and the lists of items sold . The 
1876 Baltimore County Tax Assessment indicates that there were 
twenty tenant' houses on the 127 acre property . This acreage 
was in addition to a large !arm which adjoined it and apparently 
furnished the needs of the tenants . 

In 1884-, all operations ceased at Oregon. (7) Thomas· Kun~z: 
who was by them the manager, bought the entire 455 acre.s:.<8 ) 
He continued to operate the farm and the company store . The 
ore pit, filled with spring water, became a swimming pool 

which was opened to the P.Ublic in the 1930's . The Kurtz 
family lived on the P.roperty for a number of years, finally 
selling the land to Baltimore County in L969 to be made into 
a park . (9) Several attempts have been made to create a publ.i~ 
recneation area with a ski slope and a dinner theater.. The 
only successful vent~e bas been the dinner theater , although 
the Department of Recreation and Parks has several new projects 
under consideration 

(1) Federation E. T. A .. News , p . 22. 
(2) Md ~ Geological Survey, P. • 155. 
(3) Patent Book EI #4 folio 485 . 
(4) Jeffersonian , August 20 , 1932 . 
(5) American , May 31, 1853 •. 
(6) Federation P •. T • .A •• News , P..22 •. 
(7) Ibid •. 

(8) Baltimore County Deed Liber 193 folio 2?9 . 
(9) Baltimore County Deed Liber 5056 folioJ 650 •. 
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Question #9 Bibliography, Continued 
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Patent for John and Thomas Forest1Patent Book EI #4 folio 485. Hall of Records, 
Annapolis, Md • 

___ • "Old Ore Bank At Oregon Where Iron Miners La.bored, Now Popular Swimming 
Pool'!. Jeffersorrl.an, August 20, 1932. At Baltimore County Historical Society. 

American, May J1, 1853. At Baltimore County Historical Society. 
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