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116 Woodlawn Avenue is the house that Victor Bloede's daughter, Marie Bloede and her husband William (Willie) Woollcott 
purchased in 1917 following the 1916 construction according to the county tax records. The house sits on a hill and the north 
wing 's west end is built into the bank of the hill. The Woollcott House has two parts: the south wing and the north wing, and the 
south wing is the original portion of the house. It is a square shape, three stories tall with three bays and a side gable roof. It is 
clad in wide weatherboard and the windows are narrow casements grouped in threes. Each casement window is glazed with eight 
lights , divided by muntins and hinged on one side. The main entrance is through a center door that is surrounded on either side by 
five side lights. The entrance is sheltered by a shed roof porch with exposed rafter tails and an asphalt shingle roof. 

The south elevation consists of three bays on the first and second floors and one bay in the att ic. The first bay on the east end of 
the south elevation consists of two 12-light casement windows with a 12-light glass door in the middle. This is covered on the 
exterior by a screen door. The middle bay on the south side is a I-bay window with a shed roof. There are single 8-light windows 
on each narrow side of the bay, and four 8-light windows in the south wall. These extend to the top half of the shed roof. The rear 
or west bay on the south end is the integral porch which has floor to ceiling screens and windows. There are entrances at the north 
and south ends of the porch. Above, the sleeping porch, with paired one over one windows in each bay extends across the entire 
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est elevation beneath the eaves of the side gable roof. The roof in the eaves has narrow brackets . 

In the east bay of the second floor on the south elevation, there is a three part casement window with the same 8-lights in each 
windows, in the middle bay the casement windows are paired, with 8-lights hinged to the walls. The attic story has paired fixed 
light casement windows. 

In the interior, the entrance leads to the living room which is an L-shape formed around a fireplace that is set at an angle . At the 
rear of the room is the dining room . There is no formal division between the living and dining rooms, but it is one open space. 
The kitchen is in the northwest quadrant of the house . On the north wall, there is a door, and paired fixed 8-light casement 
windows over the sink. On the west wall , a door leads to the ground floor porch. On the south wall , there is a step which leads to 
a landing and the rear stair which is the way to the second floor. The landing extends into the dining room. The kitchen has a 
di agonal wall that responds to the firesplace ' s location in the living room. On the diagonal wall is a built-in kitchen cabinet with 
g lass doors, open shelves, cabinets and drawers for storage. 

On the second floor there are three bedrooms and 1 bathroom . Some improvements were made in the 1940s. The bedrooms are 
located on the southwest, southeast and northeast quadrants of the house, while the bathroom is in the northwest quadrant. The 
southeast bedroom has a fixed 4-light window in the west wall which allows air from the sleeping porch to pass through. The 
northeast bedroom contains a bathroom and a fireplace . Beyond this bedroom the north addition has a second floor, which is also 
a bedroom. 

At the north end of the L, an addition was constructed in the 1940s according to the current owners, Richard Maas and Lou 
Gibson, but it was constructed by the original builders, Eden Construction Company (personal communication 7/29/2014). It 
consists of a large room that is one bay by two bays with a center fireplace on the north wall. The basement is stone clad and the 
entrance is of five wooden hinged and sliding doors . On the first floor, on the south elevation in the east bay, there is a French 
door covered by a screen door, and in the second floor above there are the ribbon of three windows with 8-fixed lights . On the 
first floor in the east elevation, there is a French door with a small balcony. Above in the second story, are the same 3-part fixed 
·ght casement windows. On the north elevation, three of the windows are sing le, but each has eight lights. In the second floor, in 
e northwest corner, the windows are paired, but are also casement windows. 

Marie Bloede Woollcott was the oldest daughter of Victor Bloede's five children. She married William (Willie or Billy) 
Woollcott ( 1876-1949) in 1914. Willie known as a wit and raconteur, worked as a manager at the Bloede Chemical Factory in 
Baltimore, and they lived in Eden Terrace in Catsonville year-round with their four daughters . Willie was a member of the 
"Saturday Night Club" an informal Baltimore group of friends known for discussing and playing music as an orchestra (piano, 
French horn , violin and cello) and drinking beer. The group including H.L. Mencken, H. E. Buchholz, Dr. Raymond Pearl , Gustav 
Strube, Dr. Franklin Hazelhurst, Max Brode! , Dr. Christian Deetjen, and Israel Dorman regularly met at Schellhase ' s Restaurant on 
North Howard Street, but on at least one occasion they met at the Woollcott's house and played all of Beethoven's symphonies in 
one sitting (Woollcott, p. 16). 

I 16 Woodlawn Avenue was constructed in 1916 with additions in the 1940s. The property was sold to Marie Bloede Woollcott, 
Victor Bloede ' s daughter, on January 3, 1917. It has not been significantly altered since that time and retains integrity of design, 
workmanship , feeling and association . Research conducted for this project did not identify events or persons of local, state or 
national significance . Although William Woollcott was well known in Baltimore, 116 Woodlawn Avenue does not demonstrate a 
spec ific association with his productive life . Therefore, 116 Woodlawn Avenue is not eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under Criteria A (events) or B (persons). 116 Woodlawn Avenue is eligible for inclusion in 
the NRHP under Criterion C (architecture) . NRHP Criterion D (information potential) was nor included in this study. 
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he boundary is confined to the parcel identified in the Baltimore County Tax Records as Lot G on Tax Map IO I, Parcel 1216, 
and also on the plat filed in Baltimore County on December 30, 1926, Eden Terrace Woodlawn Avenue Revisions consisting of 
43, 186 square feet. 
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BA-2743 2014-08-06 01.tif East faiyade with main entrance 
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116 Woodlawn Avenue, Catonsville 
Baltimore West quadrangle 



BA-2743 (House constructed 1916-1917) 
116 Woodlawn Avenue, Catonsville 

Map of Eden Terrace by 1898 
from 
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Traceries, 2/2000, View looking west 


