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1. STATE Mnrylnnd 
COUNTY &.l ti more 
TOWN Luthorvl llc VICINITY 

STREET No.1611 Franke Avenue 

ORIGINAL owNER E. Horman 
ORIGINAL UH res 1dence 
PRESENT OWN ER Johnson 'Dowle 
PRESENT US[ residence 
WALL CONSTRUCTION frame 
HO. OF STORIES 2ft 

BA - 306 
ttlSTORIC AMERICAN DUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVE~ITORY 

2. NAME 

OATE OR PERIOD 1099 
STYLE Georeian Rovi val 
ARCHITECT 

BUILDER futanuel Hermon 
3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

·NOTABLE FEATUlll!S, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

rurchased by the Bowie fruully 1n 1912, this house' like its 
neighbo~ 1603 r'rRnke, is a fine example of Georgian l~vival 
style. A one story veranda with Tuscan oolurnns wraps nround the 
north elevation nnd the near syrrtrlletrical weAt, front facade. A 
pediment with a shingled tympanum over the front steps defines 
thfl entrance, a side lir,hted door under e.n elliptically arched 
trB.nsom filled with leaded colored r,lass. Typical one over one 
sash are in the doublo parlour windows under a similar elliptical 
aroh and a bowed l!brary bay with throe windows flank the entry. 

At the second floor level, front facade, a centrnl bowed bay 
with triple windows projects onto the r1dee of the veranda 
pediment and 1s flanked by doubl6 windows havinr, muntins in the 
top half of the upper sash forming "Gothick" trRcery. 

A curved balcony, which caps the socond floo~ bowed w1ndoYls, 
has turned balustors, .0.nialed newels and "goose necked" roUine. 
It fronts a lR.rge, oontro.l dormer with aneled side v11ndows 
flanking an over sized central window all under a pediment which 
repoats tho voranclo. pediment vii th n siniilo.r shingled tympanum • 
Continuing the three, vertical bo.y spac1n~ of the front facnde, 
the central don11er and balcony is flanked by small hipped roofs 
dormers refleot1ne the main hipped roof of the house and the 
hipped roofs ot the side and rear elevation dormers with three 
windo~a each. Corbeled brick chimney caps further·punctuate the 
roof prof 1le. -- 1 -----==-• 

i..~ A two story, sem1-octago~al uj 

S. PHYSICAL CONOITION OF HRUCTURE 
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6. LOCATION MAP (p/- Opfloftoll 

IS. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Avtfoor. Tltl-. Pflfl9•) l 
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, '!TC. 

.. 
Rodd L. Wheaton Jan. 1972 
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h1pped root bo.y, with one window open1ne on each of the three 
sides at enoh floor, stops the vernnda. Behind tho vero.nda nt 
the first floor level there a~e two windows with similar winnows 
at tho second floor level, all with louvered blinds, typicall1 
extending to the deep frieze space of the ~ouldod cornice. 

The squareness of the south facade is charnoter1zed by the 
Palladian stair landing window w1th leaded, colored r,lass in 
the dnuble hung aaah and somewhat centrally looated between the 
four vertical bays or the first and seoon~ floor windows. A . 
one story porch extends across the rear of the house and has· 
louvered jalousla set in one ba.7 between square Tuscan columns. ~-

. Nar1•ow clap'board Riding sheaths the house and contrasts with 
the wide, moulded trim of the doors and windows. 

The interior of the Bowie house is particul~rly interesting 
in that it retains most of ~ts orir,inal poriod woodwork. The 
parlour and dining room have superb mantlep1eces with tiled 
fac1as. The mantles are exaeeornted adaptations of authentic 
Georgian details. A handsome eolden oak staircase, which rises 
several steps to the first landinr,, turns nnd rises to the landing 
under the Pallad1an window, and then turns to reach the second 
floor. The stair has heavy newels and ra111nGs which forms part 
of a hall nook at the foot of the stairs around the hall firoplace. 
The golden oak interior 1s carried into the 11brnry with its 
built-in, glazed door bookcases flanking a handsome, enriched 
mantlep1ece. 

Ot note, a lar~e water tank aurvivoa within an attic roan. 
It was filled by awater pump, still located on the rear porch, 

. , and provided the dcmea.tic water suppl'1 by grav1t1 tlow. 
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