
BA-31 
McDonogh School 
8600 McDonogh Road 
Pikesville 

1872 

John McDonogh, a former Baltimorean and New Orleans business man, 

left a fortune with which to establish a ''farm school" for boys, and his trustees 

acquired the Oliver estate and built a school complex, beginning in 1872. 

Taggart Chapel dates to 1899. The principal's residence was built in 1915. A 

statue of the founder and several farm buildings also remain. 
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1. 5TATE 

COUNTY 

Maryland 
Baltimore 

TowN v1c1N1 TY Dist. II 
srnEET No. McDonogh Road 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWNER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

HISTORIC A/,'.ERICAt~ BUILDINGS SURVEY 

INVENTORY BA-31 

2. ~lAME McDonogh School 

DATE OR PERIOD 

STY LE 

A RCHI TE CT 

BUILDER 

1872 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Founded by John McDonogh, a native of Baltimore, but 

a citizen of New Orleans. He became a millionaire and 

in his will he set up a trust fund for a ''farm school" 

for boys. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF ~TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Pion Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, <:TC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9- N(AME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF R(\CORDER 
First HABS ReportJ 

E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

DATE OF RECORD July 29' 1965 
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SEtO~D IH::;TRlC'I'. 831 

<>lin!t) nn1l n <:crm.rn J,111hcra11 church. It \\It• for-
111crl) roached liy th1· ll:illi111orc 1111J J::111Jull-to1n1 
l111n!c Hnih•n), 1d1id1 wns offcn~I for ·alt• reb. a, 
1Si4, hut" itl11.lm\\ 11 on n hiJ nf thirtre11 th11u-:111J <lol­
lnl"ll. Tl1l' ro:u.l pro1~) 1111profitnhlc, nod \\llS 11flcr· 
'\\lrdc t-0ld m11! tht> rails taken u11. Hc1-. J. ~brigl~ 
opened a fr~ d1ur<'h iu Hnrulnll tn\\·11 ~cpl. 1 :.!, 1~;,·1. 

The McDonogh Institute and Farm-School.­
,lo!ln Mcl)ono,:h, n nulhll of U.tlti111urc, lout n dti­
reu of'.'.'\('\\ 01!1 .111s fr11111 lht' ti111r 11f the te-.!ou of 
IA'ui~iunn tu the l 11itNI :'tntN, <i1cil 1111 the ~;th 11f 
Ol'111hc·r, l~:JIJ, 111 hi• resiilt•111't' 111 .\kDu11ogh,·illc, 
111.1r .\lgkr>', ( l'J'OSitt• ='<'II Orh·a11~. Tiu• 11il11t• of 
hi• ttrn1oert~ 111 tl1c ti111r 11f his 1lcnth w:i• t··ti111.1tro :11 
1110 milliun 1lol111r.!. 11~· Iii• 11 ill the l1ull. •1f tlti· l''" 

t:ilt• 11n• ht• 1111•111l11·il 111 thl.' 1110 citi1· 11f Ualtirnofl'1 

)hi., nnal ?\ c11 Urlcnn•, I.a., i11 tru~t for ll11· purpu•c 
of 1"11tahli~hi11g: Hl or 11t.1r hoth 11lact':! far111-,l'11ot1l!I for 
lh1• r1IU\'nti1•11 nf tht• cl1il1lrcn of p(lor p:m·nt• of hnth 
ci1 it'l! 11 h11 uth1•rwi•t' tonld not obtain t>tlUt".1tio11nl n•l­
,·1111l11ft~. 

Tl11• l'ity Cu11111"i1 of 11.'lh i111or1• p.1"-c1l a n-nlutinu 
1111 tht:' !•th 11( .ln11u.11y, 1S51, ncecptillJ? tlac lc~m·y on 
\1cl111lf ol Baltimore, 11111l l'll"l£1'1l the faith 11f lhl• city 
tl11I it \\1111ld "nl•i•h: hy 111111 comply 'l\ith tl1t• wi:!hc;; 
1111J Jin'\·tiun• or liar .... id ;\(cl>ono~h. :1s cxprc,•eJ 
in l1i• ln•t "ill :111al te::it.11n1•11t." 

~Inn) of the Jlnlli•ion• of the will it 11:1~ impo••i· 
hit 111 cnrry out: othtr• 011crute'1 l11 n way Ht)" differ· 
• 111 fw111 thnt 1l~isncd 1 nrul entailed lil';l\ r chari:c~ on 
tlu ~tnlc. )l11d1 lrtliou~ nnd upcn•il'c litig:ition 
i,:r.-, uni 111 tho• t•o11d1tio11 of the J'Wprrty, nnd out of 
tlw 1nrlouc "'we •••ivr 11ttr111pts mnde 1<1 •ct n.•idc the 
11111or111 C!tnhli-11 the \'nlitlity of c•Klicil• to it. The 
l.1•t i111port1111t 1rnit of tht• luuer kind (tl111t of l\10&'5 
l\1:1;, iuvuhing 11\'rr three hundred thou~:inol dollars) 
"·•· not liunll) cll-cidcd until 1872. It wa.~ found 
111 tl"' nry nud CJtfl\·dirnt tu tlhide the e'tntc, :ind the 
t II\' nt' llaltiniuru prort'l·<lt•cl to ~ell thu portion ralliug 
111 !arr, in order that rhc fnml~ might h1~ i111·c,,.1cd in 
•

00lill' 11111r.• 111n1111~c>11hlc :11111 ('rolit:1blc "llll)'c. While 
tl.1 1-,,lutc 1111~ i11 pr111'1"'8 of li•111id,1lin11 the war J•llt a 
•tu1 I•• nil 1•rui:rt"'I 1111U 11111tl·rially 11':-•l'Ul'tl tht• \'llluc 
••( t lu· n·:al prop1•rty > 1•1 1111!'oltl. Altt•r tl1t· elo"e of 
1l.1• 11:ir tilt' ni.:cnlll uf rialtimorc continucJ their 111-
l•ur•, 11n1l in I. jj~ thr f'tl1't'llt bo:ml wa>< cnn;;titutc1l. 
\Ir, :'llc1>1111ogh t'•1ttt1•111pl:Ut•d 11.11 cmdowment uf 
'· ••~\ •llHI l•1r the orgnni1"1tio11 of the ~ct.ooi near 
l:.1111111••rt•, hut the tnnal renlit<:'<I np to the preoent 
1 1 • 111a.11111· •1111~· '" :-,;-;,1;11.11;., 111 .Inly, J..;;:?, the 

• ·, li111l111~ 1h .. 111•t h t'I lor tlu• lir•l tiull' lrt·c 
·• """• liri~utau l, ptarch:i-t.11 the J•fl-,c('lll 'itu lur 

J, 11t•111 .. r 111 .. •1·h'"''· The l11n11 1·1111tni11- eight 
.. 1 :111•1 thirt~·li\t• Ul'rC'-', \H•ll \\:ato·n•J 11111! 

f,,f, I~ i11;: 1111 11.,. """trru )fur~ L1111l 1::1ilr11i1•I, 
• 1111),. 11•1111 B.alti111111c, in tlt1• ~ .. cuml U i•tril'l. 
ii111•r•1\~ll1c11t• Ill tltC lllllC ul 1111' l•lln•h.1•11 COii• 

•!•'1 I •1111 I 111'c ltritl •l111 lli11g-l1ull•c :nul ,.ll•lurnary 
I llUtt,hl•. 

.\II 110.:<"<"t•ary rl.'f'nire :11111 impronments were made, 
and nu :1Jd1ti11n ,,f 1!1xty feet front rnntJe to the mnin 
huiltlini; Tiu• i.c.hool wa~ opened Xn\', ~I, 18i3, 'l\'ith 
t11c11ty·<llltl J•UJ'ilS. \\' • .\lien is th< principal, and is 
D·•i•ta.•d l1y I> Li. I,~ le, :5. 11. Lee ~dlcrs, nnd II. L. 
li.ullt A llt 'I\ bulldiug b prow<"'•ins rapidly under 
thl.' -u 11era11tt mlem t• uf ~l<'85rs. ~. II. & J. F • ..-\damll, 
Luiltllfl' nm! l'llt •r:s. I>ixo11 •"'- Clarson, nrl'hitect.i. 
The •trmture, whid1 i~ of land;, dr~ed 'l\"ith granite 
urrJ"" Lro1111-1 1111·, 111111 1;:rra-. 11un, i· cmnpo-ed of n 
1•1,;11lr1 huilclm.;, 11i111·1y fa.•t•t fronta~t', hnving a ba<e-
111c11t .11111 1l11••e :.torlt·~, 11111111\o \lini;11 ~!\1·c11ty-tl1ree 
f1.•l'I ir11111 t'.t• h, with twu •t•1ri<-ll urul l1:1"1.·111c11l. The 
t·utin tr .. 111u.:1• of the ltuildiug is two hun<ln1l unJ 
thirt)···h htl. TlaL'f•• is to llll nnuthcr wing in lhe 
n·ur ul thl' n nlr•J huilali11g, 11 hich h:1s not bn•n com­
mcm·· al :l• ~·ct. l..'011111·1·1111,g thi~ wing :1111! the ccnlre 
h11ildi11g I\ ill ht• nu unncll, whkh will he surmounted 
h) a towa. Tht' tower lrnilcling will t'.Ontain the 
•t:1iH":t•1."' :11111 tilt' lnrg1• 1n11cr•t:111lc, which will hold 
ten tho11•:11ul gallon•. .\ lt<11·c the t1111k in the towl'r 
will bt1 thc o\,,,,,.·11tor~'· HrownMonc atcps nnd porch 
un• in lrnnt of the t·t·ntrtl l111ilcling, and lend intp a 
l'l'!!lil•ul<'. 011 olll' 11lllc jq the ret•rptio11·r•10111, :md 
on the c.thcr tht· clerk's otlirc. A1lj11i11i11g 1l1is latter 
011 the front i~ tlat• priradpnl'" Tl)(>lll, nn•I nilj11i11lng 
the rcrcpti1111·roo111 1~ the 111:1tron'I! mom. Ilur~l-owc 

1·ircular hay "iuJo\\ of bro1\ 11~tn11t' anti h'ru·coua 
will prc•j<-Cl lrom c.1ch of t ht••c rii<·111~, :11111 i;cn in;; 
aml doth1.,.·roo111~ nrc nl•n on thi" 1luor. .\ l:ir"'C !mil 
runs 1lirC'ctly thmush the 1·c11tre builtliug to tlu• •tair-
1·nsc hnll in the tutnr 1111ildi11g. <Nrridun; run nl 
right :iu;:lt~ tu this 111111 thr1111i;l1 tla1• 11;11g•. Large 
nm0tl11• nrc lucntcd h.1ck of th<' C<'lllrc bniltli11::, n1111 
al•o aro1111d till' hack of tl1c win~, nnd lend lo the 
C'lncs·rollm•. 'fh t:' fund hns hecn largl'l)· iocn·.'l•cd 
hy tlw l'!:onorniml 111:1n11~1·111c11t auil juJic:iuu" in­
H'lllmc11t" of tJ1e tr11st1·1'll. 'J'fto J1ri11cip:1I of fil'e 
huuJrcd tlt11t1!i:lllU 1l111l11r~ of tin• 111111•1111t lt1·•1u~:1tl1cd 
1~1111111t J,,. ll•l·•I, a111l i~ i.ct npnrl "' u pcrmnncut 
fuml. Tl11• terms 111 nil111il'.~11m tu llll' ~chool nrc 
rcgulntc1l lt~ tlac l111arol 11f lrn•ll·l'", 111111 h:ll't' ,ought 
to co11h1n11, i11 tlw rul .. t••t11lili•l11•tl 011 this 1>11l~cct, 
to the wi<h1·~ 11f the fuuuiln. A pplit•i1111- fur .ulmis­
•ion lllll•t lie II f'll<Jr hO) ~. or !;01111 clt;lfftCfl'r, Of f('­

cfll'l'(Ulllt' 8'l."fll'i:1tiolh in lifo, rc~icknt.11 o( thf' city Of 
l.falti11111n•. 11 ,\pf1oi11t1111•11t~ 11.ro 1111ulc• for tho current 
~d111l:i•lk ~ t·ar 11111~, nil of lh1·111 tt:'fmirmting 1111 the 
lst of' .J1111e lll':'\I ~un·1·1.'<lill~ the 1l:llC of tntram·c, 
t.111111 .. ·1 11h" i111prrt\l' llll'i1 "l'l"•rt1111itit·• :ire ..ti;:ihlu 
l11r f<~•l'l'"i11111u nt nt tlac 1·111l 11f that ti1111•. 1111• pu­
t•il:.i t'lll• r 111 r111 111·1•r.1:t•• 11;:e 111' t 11 chc yt•;1r•, :11111 111:1y 
rt.:'1naiu u111 it tluy ur•• .. a~t•·cu yt•:t~ of H:,:'t-.. ~f'Ct inl 
merit 11111y win an n1l1litlo1111l ~ 1•:ir of r1..,i1lc111'l' 'l'lu• 
1111111ht·r ul "dwlnr" •luring l "'0 "I wn~ lill)'-11111'. 
'I"" lrn•I•~·· nrc :-:111111..t JI . 'l'ag:irt, pro..,i1lc111 ; \\"il­
li:1111 .\. !"'Jc"'"rt, ,j,·•'·1•n..,i1I""'; II . <'l:t\ l>.alt:.111 
•t.!t'r&'lnr.1• 111111 11..:1•111; l>adol I .. t:.1rrft.tt, 1i, r111:111 11: 
Jlnnl, 1'11.1111"' II . ~lt·11·1•r, :11111 Hulin! 'I'. ll:alal"i 11 • 
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BA-31 McDONOGH SCHOOL 
Baltimore Count1 

Chronology of events aa abstracted bJ Denni.a McCarty, Alumni./Patrons coordinator, 
McDonogh School, for BCHS-HBS (Alice Martin) 4/9/73 

1779 

1858 
1860 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1872 
18?3 
18?4 
1875 
1876 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1889 
1893 
1895 
1898 
1899 

1902 
1911 
1914 

1914 
1915 
1916 
1916 
1917 
1919 
1921 
1924 
1926 
1927 

1928 
1929 
1930 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1937 
1938 
1944 

1949 
1952 
1953 
195!t 
1955 

John McDonogh born; 1800 goes to New Orleans; 1838 writes his will; 
1850 dies 

First Board of trustees appointed 
John McDonogh'a body arrives Baltimore 
John McDonogh monument dedicated at Greenmount 
The Board purchases a site for the school, the Greenaood estate 
First Board of Trustees disbanded, new Board appointed 
The Board sal.l.s "Greenwood" 
Thie Board purchases "Foxleigh" as the site !or the school 
Allan, Lyle, Mrs. Young hired; first boys chosen; school opens 
Capacity of 50 boys attained; railroad station built 
John McDonogh's grave first decorated 
Jane Bay dies 
"New Rouse" (the old main building) is constructed 
The Week begins 
Zerrus Barnum estate receiTed 
Allan dies. Lyle becomes Principal 
Lyle replaced by Edwards as Principal. "Edwards" gymnasium built 
Enroll.ment reaches 150 
Moreland replaces Edwards as Principal 
Tagart Kemorial Chapel built 

Water supply built 
Mrs. Young dies. School examined by Russell Sage Foundation 
Dr. R. R. Reeder examines school. Moreland decides to leave and is 

replaced by Bowman 
"Old House" {the original mansion~ burns down; first Gilman game (football) 
Lyle ceases teaching and supervises only The Week 
Jane Ba7 Board & McDonogh Board reach agreement 
Enrollment ~egj.ns dropping due to financial problems 
"Dragon't- (first 7earbook) appears. Jane Bay building constructed 
First pay students. Finances really a problem 
Childs replaces BoWil!an as Principal 
First state aid received 

Loui.a E. Lamborn replaces Ohilds as headmaster; Lower school started (1-6) 
Day student• accepted for first times achool tirat accredited by Middle 

States Assoc. of Coll. and Sec. Sch. 
Fire destroys "New House" (the main building) 
Allan Building •nd L7le Building constructed 
First Bazaar Christmas annual - fund raising (patrons clubs) 
First Orange & Black Varieties 
First Camp Eagle: Day. young bo7s 
Lyle return;-t"O campus to liTe out his last days 
Finney Building built 
Lyle dies. Stadium built (football) 
John McDonogh's body (?) and Monument moTed to campus from Greenmount cea. 
Scholarship eligibility extended from city to state 
Fieldhouse constructed 
Bob Lamborn replaces Don Lamborn ae headmaster 
Middle School (4-4-~) system established 
Swimming Pool constructed 
Jane Ba1 ~ McDonogh Boards o! Trustees merged; Cum Laude Society 

Chapter installed 



Events chronolo~ continued (4/9/73) 

BA-31 McDONOGH SCHOOL 
Baltimore Count7 

1956 Dormi.tor7 111.n wings" converted to rooms 
1959 School integration approved b7 Board; School ceases operating the 

di.ni.ng room tor i taelt 

2 

1960 Lamborn Ha11 constructed; Pannill M2.rtin beo.uest; Lower school boarcU.ng 
to cease 

1961 McDonogh abroad begi.ns 
1963 Dairy & farm discontinued 
1964 Elderkin Hall constructed 
1966 Rollins gift 
196? Rollins Hal.l built 
1968 Jane Ba7 II and South Hall built; Bird, Hunt, Gustofson houses built 
1969 Urace house built 
19?1 Military di.s•ontinued; Administrative reorganization to Pres. 
1972 Sale of Johnson stock 

Note: a hard-bound !U.story of McDonagh School has been written by two tacult7 
member•1~Rugh Burgeaa, Jr. and Robert c. Smoot an-d"\dll be aTailable in 
earl7 •&7 (1973). Coat wi.ll probabl7 be 110. Copiia ma7 be ordered froma 
Dennis McCart7, AlWID.i/Patrona Coordinator, McDonogb School, McDonogh, 
MarTland. 21208 

(A .M.) 
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Dedication 
The McDonogh Centennial Ball is dedicated to the 100 years of service by countless 

individuals who have contributed to the growth and success of McDonogh School. 
The presence of over 1,000 members of the McDonogh family at the Ball typifies the 

spirit and vitality which has been associated with McDonogh and its people 
throughout a century of service. 

The Trustees of the School wish to thank the many men and women who worked so 
diligently and cheerfully towards the success of the Ball, with a special note of thanks to 

Mr. Richard Sharretts, Class of 1937, who is responsible for the special entertainment tonight. 
Major Louis E. Lamborn said in late 1972, "I think if I could project my thinking into 

a world which is going to come out of this great chaos of the moment - and it will come, 
and it will be a brilliant, beautiful new world - I would say look to the fundamentals 

of honesty, decency, and thoughtfulness towards others- kindliness, 
helpfulness, giving without the thought of getting anything in return, and making 

this school a center from which will radiate all good." 
With Doc Lamborn's thought in mind, let us proceed to the second century of 

McDonogh School. 



C. Read Carter 
Judson G. Dimling 
Paul J. Gebelein, Jr. 
Joseph S. Keelty 
Jack A. Kolscher, 

Chairman Emeritus 

-·~· ----- --- ----

Trustees 
Albert H. Dudley, Jr. - Chairman 
Arthur M. Gompf - Vice-Chairman 
M. Peter Moser - Secretary 
Harvey B. Kershaw, Jr. - Treasurer 

TRUSTEES EMERITUS 

J. Paul Bright, Jr. 
Herman L. Gruehn 

S. Page Nelson 
Howard E. Rein 

Francis P. Lucier 
J. William Middelton 
C. William Pacy 
H. Beale Rollins 
Howard L. Staley 
Harry K. Wells 
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JOHN McDONOGH (1779·1850). His recognition 
of the need for outstanding educational and 
developmental opportunities for young boys, 
and the provisions of his will, are the 
foundation of McDonogh School. 

1873-1973 
The success and growth of McDonogh is the result of the foresight, understanding 
and dedication of many. From the outset McDonogh has had the benefit of outstanding 
leadership from its School Heads. It has had a talented and devoted faculty and staff. 
Its Alumni have been appreciative of its contribution to their lives, and have dedicated 
constant active support to the furtherance of its purposes and its growth. 
The unusual involvement of its Patrons in the affairs of the School has assured its progress. 
This unusual confluence of dedicated interest and active support from the McDonogh family 
has generated one hundred years of success and assures future ~xcellence. 

173 
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McDONOGH 
TODAY 
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STUDENT 
CLASS OF 1884 

A s an objective all attention at McDonogh 
is focused on the individual student. From the outset 
the development of mind and character has been 
more important than all other considerations. 
Today, as in the past, all decisions at McDonogh 
must pass the final test, "Will this help us in the task 
of Improving the McDonogh Boy?" 
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CLASSROOM OF 1893 

A cademic development has always been a 
key factor in preparing our students for a most 
successful, fruitful and enjoyable life. Exceptionally 
high standards have always been set. This has 
required the finest teachers and curriculum. 
As times have changed new programs and 
standards have been adopted and met. There 
has never been a compromise with acadamic needs . 
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John .~fcDonogh was bom in 1779 of Scotch· 
Irish parents. Apprenticed to a mercantile 
house, he left for New Orleans when he was 
twenty-one to deal in sugar. land. and slaves. 
By 1817. hauing had a spiritual conversion, 
he renounced his dealings in slaves, freed or 
planned the freedom of those he owned, and 
became a chief member of the American 
Cclonization Society. When he died, John 
McDonogh left several major benefactions: 
one started the public school system of New 
Orleans; another funded the farm school for 
destitute children in &ltimore, which euolued 
into the McDonogh School 

The McDonogh School started in 1873 and 
was headed by Col William Allen, a former 
Confederate ordnance officer and professor 
of applied mathematics at Washington and 
Lee l'niuersily. 

On October 23, 1928, the old main building 
fshown in a Hughes Ccmpany photo) bumed. 
People in the Green Spring lf:JUey housed the 
boys; other schools offered books; businesses 
lent equipment; and bonks offered unlimited 
credit for an unlimited -period. H1ien ii re­
opened, the school had larger and more 
modem facilities. 

Gradually the farm orientation of the 
school changed; by 1963 the school had sold 
its dairy herd. The school discontinued the 
military program beginning with the 1972 
school year. A 1909-1910 school year photo 
shows eamesl (and glum?) looking childmi 
in their uniforms, identified as (front row) 
Thomas B. Benson, Wilson Eugene Gary, 
Myers Crl.ssenger, Herbert C. Diedeman, 
Rausch, and Richard E. Charllon. In the 
second row are Howard E. Townsend, Percy 
Brown, Boring, Moran, E. Jones, Andrew 
Zl!ller, and Geo~ H~ Dimpsey. The third row 
includes Walter A 7routmann, Frederick G. 
~~tro. James M. CaJiJDn, W'rlliam 8. Ruarlc, 
Boyrle (Boyle?), William C. Lewis. In the top 
row are Reardon, Walter H. Kincannon. 
H. Beale Rollins, William J. Higgins, Kones, 
and Harry C. Slater. Which boys are not iden· 
lilied in the third and fourth f'OUlS is un· 
known. Rollins became wealthy in operating 
a bus line and was a generous supporter and 
long-time member of the school board. 

Equestrian skill is demonstrated by these 
exuberant bogs al the school ill 1957. A few 
years later, in the 1970s. the school became 
coeducational; an early woman graduate was 
Pam Shriver. the internationally recognized 
tennis champion. 

Brooks, Neal A. , and Richard Parsons 
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156 1988 Baltimore County Panorama. Towson, Maryland: Baltimore County Public 
Library. 
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