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In 1950-51, Knott served as contractor in a project called Freedom Apartments and Shopping Center developed by James Rouse
and designed by architect Alexander Smith Cochran. It was a 308-unit complex with adjacent shopping center that won awards
from the Baltimore Chapter AIA for a Certificate of Merit in 1951, and an award from the Association of Commerce architectural
competition in 1952 (5). It was also published in "House & Home" magazine in April 1953 (6). Like many of the developments
Knott and Rouse later went on to build, the apartments were divided into two-story units directly accessing the outside, and the
buildings, laid out in U-and L-shaped groupings around off-street parking, encircling an irregularly-shaped street pattern.

Following completion of Freedom Apartments, Knott began serving as developer on his own projects, using the land purchases he
made in the late 1940s. Reflecting this full change of role, Knott was elected president of the Homes Builders Association of
Maryland in October 1954 and remained president for two years (7). In 1958, he was appointed to the board of directors of the
National Association of Home Builders, and in 1965, Henry J. Knott became president of a newly formed Baltimore County
Chapter of the Homes Builders Association of Maryland (8).

By 1964, Knott had constructed more than 10,000 homes and apartments throughout Baltimore city and county, Anne Arundel and
Prince George’s counties. Highland Village Townhomes was a low-cost apartment complex, and the design was more or less the
same as Knott had been building since Freedom Apartments in 1950 (9).

Knott employed the same town-house style apartment style at Highland Village Townhomes, Riverview Townhomes, Cove Village
Townhomes in Essex, and Fontana Village in Rossville, and Whispering Woods Townhomes in Middle River. They each exhibit
of two-story, brick and asbestos buildings with flat roofs, paired symmetry, brick window sills on the first floor and ribbon
windows on the second floor rear elevations. (Whispering Woods, built slightly later has sliding glass rear-elevation doors).

While other developers in the 1960s built apartment complexes with communal amenities such as swimming pools and club
houses, Knott’s low-rent apartments stuck to the basics, providing parking, bus-service, and communal laundry rooms. Knott
proudly explained his rents were so low that he did not have to spend money advertising his apartments because they rented
themselves (10). By 1969, Knott had built approximately 4,000 units of low-cost, townhouse-style apartments. Knott built slightly

more up-market apartment town-homes, and is credited as the first builder of Dutch Colonial group houses in the country; Dutch
. Village on Perring Parkway is an example of this style (11). The Knott family’s Partners Realty Trust sold twelve apartment
complexes, including Highland Village Townhomes, to Sawyer Realty Holdings LLC in 2003. Sawyer Realty Holdings LLC has
made some improvements to the property, but the overall design remains the same (12).

Significance Evaluation

Highland Village Townhomes was evaluated for significance under National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) Criteria A, B,
and C. Highland Village Townhomes is representative of the type and style of suburban expansion surrounding Baltimore in the
1960s. The apartment complex is typical of townhouse-type apartments in Maryland and is a basic example of the type commonly
built in Baltimore County. Highland Village Townhomes is not an early example and the complex has not been shown to have had
a significant influence on subsequent apartment design. Furthermore, the property is not known to be associated with any other
events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history. Therefore, the property is not eligible under
Criterion A. Research did not reveal significant persons in history to be closely associated with Highland Village Townhomes.
Therefore, the property is not eligible under Criterion B.Highland Village Townhomes is a modest and basic example of Modemn
Movement-influenced townhome-type apartment complexes in Maryland. The complex includes standard stylistic elements typical
of the type such as flat roof, slightly overhanging second floor, varied building shapes, and off-street parking. The buildings do not
retain the aesthetic sensitivities of a master architect. They exhibit common materials and forms, which have been updated over
time. They demonstrate no distinctive stylistic details. Highland Village Townhomes is a common example of a mid-twentieth-
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BA-3290 2013-08-20 01 View facing north towards townhomes on Twin Circle Way.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 02 View facing southeast towards townhomes on Twin Circle Way.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 03 Detail of townhome facades at 115 and 117 Twin Circle Way.

BA-3290 2013-08-20_04 View facing north towards townhomes at west end of Virginia
Avenue.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 05 View facing northeast towards Virginia Avenue townhomes.

BA-3290 2013-08-20_06 View facing east towards rear of units along McDowell Lane and
Twin Circle Way.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 07 View facing southeast towards rear of Twin Circle Way units.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 08 View facing southeast towards rear of Twin Circle Way units.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 09 Detail of rear of Twin Circle Way unit.

BA-3290 2013-08-20 10 Detail of rear of Twin Circle Way units.
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