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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIOHAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
IHVEHTORY - HOMIHATIOH FORM 

(Type all entries complete applicable sections) 

, •'·····.,,, .·. 

COMMON: 

Mettam Memorial Baptist Church 
ANO/OR HISTORIC: 

,STREET ANQ NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

ST~TE 

0 
0 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

District []I Building 

Site 0 Structure 

0 Object 

0 Public 

~ Private 

0 Both 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 

0 Being Considered 

0

PR_ESEN 1' U!!E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

O.Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

1 OWNER'S NAME: 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

0 Government 

0 Industrial 

0 Military 

0 Museum 

0 Park 

0 Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

.. \ ,·· ..... •· 

B -36 
STATE: 

,,...,~·.1 ....... ~, 
COUNTY: ' 

Baltimore 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY DATE 

. .· .. 

[XJ Occupied Yes: 

0 Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Preservation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

EitJ Other (Specify) 

Meetings 

~ No 

D Comments 
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COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC: ,,, 
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(Check One) 

0 Excellent lil Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 

(Check One) I 0 Altered ~ Unaltered 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

0 Moved [XI Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Mettam Memorial Baptist Church is located on the south side of Old 
Court Road betw~en Reisterstown Road on the West and Park Heights Avenue 
on the east. 

The church is one and one half story structure measuring thirthy by forty 
feet. The lime and sand mortar was patched with cement in 1965-1966 during 
a renovation of the property by the Pikesville Lion's Club. The church is 
three bays long and three bays wide. The principal entrance door located 
on the central bay of the north facade is recessed from the exterior surfacE 
of the sixteen inch thick walls. The recess and the double door is paneled 
A rectangular stone lintle exists above the five light rectangular transom. 
The east elevation has a paneled door in the northern most bay, while the 
west elevation has one window in each bay. The southern gable facade has 
two windows at the end bays and no opening in the central bay. A second 
set of two windows was placed with the sills parallel with the lower win­
dows. The higher window frames are set toward the center and touch the 
shutters ~f the lower set. The windows of the church have six over six 
sashes and three panel shutters. The stone lintles are in three pieces the 
center of which, is shaped to resemble a keystone. The church has a plain 
box cornice along the east and west facades which paralled the ridge of the 
roof. 

The interior originally consisted of oP-e room. In the mid-1960's renovatior 
a partition was added to contain heating facilities and other conveniences. 
The plastering, the paneled doors and simple window frames and the floor art 
all original . 

The church sits on an acre of ground which includes a cemetery. 
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p., SJGNtflCANCE .. _ :~ 

PERIOD (Check One or More 1111 Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbion i 0 16th Century 

0 1 Sth Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC OATE{Sl (II Applicable and Known) 1835 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCl~ (Check One or Mort> aa Appropriate) 

' Aboriginal D Edu-:ation D 
0 Prehistoric D Engineering ~ 
0 Histo1;c 0 Indus try 

0 A11riculture D Invention ,., 
L... 

0 Architecture D Lo .. dscope D 
0 A;t Arc.,itectu•e D 
0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 M:litary 0 
0 Conservation 0 Musi<- 0 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

[jJ 18th Century 

0 19th Century 

Politico! 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Seu lpture 

Socio l/Humon-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

· . 

0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

fl Other (Specify) 
I 

I.ci;:al bjstOI:):'.: 

I 
I 

I The Mettam Memorial Baptist Church is the oldest ecclesicastical structur~ 
in Pikesville and was one of the original congregations in the area. 

The church was constructed in 1835 a year before the congregation joined 
with five others to found the Maryland Baptist Union Association. This 
group envolved into the Baptist State Mission Board of Maryland, the 
state organization of the church. The structure's importance rests 
in its historical associations with the Baptist Church in Maryland. In 
1964 a historic society was formed to assure the preservation of the 
church. It's simple architectural features echo the fundemental princi­
pals of its builders. 

In 1966 the Pikesville Lions Club preserved the structure and provided 
with an adaptive use as a distribution center of legal documents and 
books for developing nations. Today it serves principally as the 
monthly meeting place for the board. 
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Baltimore County Historical Society. Research for Historic American 
Buildings Survey, 1966, Files of the Maryland Historical Trust. 

The Sun' (Baltimore), August 7, 1968. 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTAN:OLE LOCATING THE PROe>E"RTY 

L~TITUPE 'NI:' LONGl_T"JDE COO_R_DJ!-1..,:L~ 

0 DEFINING THc. <:1'.NTC:R POINT OF A ?nOPERTY 

1--~~~.--~~~~~~~~~--.~~~~~~~~~--~ R~~~.-~~---==o~F~L==E=ss._T_H~-~A=N=T==E=N==A=C=R=E==s-'"--.::.~~~~-4 
CORNER 

NW 
NE 
SE 
c:w 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds I 
0 • • 

0 

0 

0 ·-
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes 
0 

one 

Seconds 

L 

Degrees 
0 

LONGITUDE 

Minutes Seconds 

P,..IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COIJNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: CODE 

STATE: CODE 

STATE: CODE 

STATE: CODE 

i:>v-.•,: •.•>:•: 
.. -.-.· •· /)/ :._.:'_•.-/ 

NAME AND TITLE: 

ORGANIZATION 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 

1 .; ro 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

.. v.aluated accord~ to the c-iteria and procerures set 

forth by t'ie National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 State 0 Local O 

--~---r-~-.- ~ -": ~-, 

COUNTY CODE 

COUNTY: CODE 

COUNTY: CODE 

COUNTY: CODE 

:-:·;:, -··:·::::·_;;:-.. ~ 

IDATE 

A.nTi 1 ~() 1Q7~ 

STATE CODE 

Marv land ?LI. 

I hereby certify tha~ this property is included in t..he 

National Register. 

Director, Ollice of Archeology and Hi•toric Preservation 

ATTEST: 

Keeper of The NationJJI Register 

GPO 931·894 
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l. STATE 

COUNTY 

TOWN 

Maryland 
Baltimore 

VICINITY 

srnEET NOQld Court Road 

ORIGINAL OWNER 

ORIGINAL USE 

PRESENT OWN ER 

PRESENT USE 

WALL CONSTRUCTION 

NO. OF STORIES 

Dist. III 
2. NAME 

HISTORIC Mi.ERIC/>.N BUILDINGS SU°'VEY 
INVENTORY BA-36 

Mettam Baptist Church 

DATE OR PERIOD 1836 
STY LE 

ARCHITECT 

BUILDER 

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE 

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION OPEN TO PUBLIC 

Named for its first minister, who came from England 

and served for 53 years. Patrick Walker was a warden 

in this church for 80 years. Lions Club of Pikesville 

is now restoring the building. 

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF !:TRUCTURE Endangered 

~ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional) 

3. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages) 

INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ':TC. 

Interior Exterior 

7. PHOTOGRAPH 

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE (if RECORDER 

(First HA.BS Report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
DATE OF RECCRD July 29' 1965 

I I -
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HA13S-IDDC :BUFF 
Form 20 
VII.28.1959 HISTORIC AM:BRICAi:T BllILDiltGS SURVEY 

Archi tact 1 s Work Sheet for ''Photo-data Boolcs 11 (Part II) 

Mettan Memorjal Baptist Church P ike svill e, Mary land 

nano of structure state, county, to•mship, locality, etc. 

One 

number of stor1os type wall construction layout 

GENEftAL STATiMntT 
Architoctur~l interest and merit Tht- build in~ is a lei ndmark in P ik svill 

Ear1 v AI'\erican . Stone laid with lim~ and sand, in perrect balance. 

Condition of fabric 

DEI'AILED DH>CRIPTIO~ 
Over~ll dcmensions 

30 x 40 feet 

Foundations 

OJ tone 

Wall construction 
NaJ1~ ar~ 16 in . t~ick 

Porches, stao~s. bulkheads, etc. 

non,. 

Chimneys 

buildin~ restored in 1966 

EX:TDUOR 

~tone, originally orly li~~ anc 
sand held the ston s together 
in balance. In th,. r~storation 
cement waP used to fill in betweer 
the ~tones and smoothed ov~r. 

2 masonat.. • 'l hPse erP r.educed to the level of the roof 
in th~ recert remodelling . 

Openings - doon1:i.ys and doors 

Front doors ar• double - one side door 

windows and abutters . . 
shutt~~s are wooden with panels and moldin 

V. indows arc- 6 lite pan~s in upp r and lower sashes · 
~pring t ""nsioned metal r;tops at thf" glides to retain the 

Roof _ sh1~:oe~1·c'6~t'~~n oo,.n position - zrna.lJ wooden dogs. 
gable roof - wooden shc.ces on roof 

. cornice. eaves 
v G ' 

eav~~ 

dormers. cuoolas 



IFTERIOR 

Floor nlane (by floor) 
VriginalJy th~ entire building wac only one lar e room -
ln tht" rPstoration of lq66 a partition was out in to allow for 

a srnalJer room at the back for h~atinp equiom~nt, toilet and 
Ste.irw"ys work room 

none 

Flooring 
Pine - boards hdnd-hewn - nail~ hand-hewn 

Wall ann ceiling finish 

Lim~ plastered surface 

Doorways and doors 

wooden - ~annelled 

Trim 
wood around windows and doors 

Hardware 

.. 

Hinges on shutteJ~s, early arnerican, cast iron type (no lonr:rer a vailarle 

Lighting 
Origina] ly candl s, some evidences of gas a t one time 
el~ctrical in restoration of 1966 

Heating (f1renlaces, stoves, 
central , etc. ) 

0riginally - t~o pot-b llied stoves. 
SITE 

Orientation (by comoass r eading 
and general setting) 

PikPsville - Old ~curt Koad, ~xt nding tlrough to ~udbrook Lan~ 

l1hcloeuree (fences, etc . ) 
I'ence on Uld Court oad sirt" (wirt" f~nce) 

Outbuildings 
none 

Walks, driveways , etc . 
Path to front door - dirt - end paves ct another date. 

Landscai:>ing, ~.rdens, etc. 

Prepared by r+ Q f,,JJH~ 
, Date L _& ~ is-. Jtjt( 

I J 
COHTINUATIONS: Any of the above entries may be continued on additional 

sheets . 
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HABS-IDDC BLUE 
Fom )B 
VII ,15.1959 hlSTORIC AMER.IC,\i7 lll.TlliD!+JGS SIJRVEY I) 

Histori~• s 1 ork Sh .~t for 11Photo-d~ta 'Bool:s 11 (P'?.rt 

Addrce"'lJ ld court Ko ad and Sud brook Ro d I Pike'SVi]J.e I Md,. • z1 a<aJ 
Stato. county, township, locality. etrc t addr~ss or location 

Prr-sc-nt 0.-m<"r (give adc1rrss) E.xte-nsion Soci~ty of the- Baptir-t '--onvention 
of' 11d. 

Prr.s nt Occunant Lions 1....1ub o:f Pikt'svillt' in addition to Bapti t Group.r 
that ~o th~rr for spe-cjal mr~tinr~. 

Prr>el°'Jlt Usr.: Spe ciel me ... t inP-s 1 shinpinr. pol.r t for- le "q.l book 5 which 
th~ Lions Club srnas to n~w countries. 

Brief St~tr-Mrnt of Significance (historic~l): 
Built in 183S, th~ church was used by th~ congr gation for about 
100 yearsl ns the old st buildinl" in r' ikt'svillt', it has be n 
reetored csnd will be used by different r;roups., !.. ions club of t' ikeeviile 

"'¥YSICA: UIST~~v )All st~tcn-nta sh~ll b~ doc\ll'l~nt~d) 

Original '1.nd subsf"r:Uflnt o•mrrs 

1 ruste~s of tre church untjl JQ~~ wh~n it w-~ transff"rr"d by to 
l E"t livj n,.- trust"" to thf" Bapti t "'hurch Extension Socit!"ty o:f t-.. d . 

Datr of Errction 
1835 

Architrct 
unknown 

]uildrr, sunnlir,rs , etc • 
.ur. James Smith contributed the l nd, 
~£rs. Carolle gav~ the stone 
lbi'. W. t.. P • Wyse ga v the t.imb"r. 

Origin~l pl.a.na , construction, ~tc . 
Unt" room of 'O x 40 
Stone, nd wood 

Notr~ on alt rations a.mi. "..ci<°itiona 
ht" buildin~ hei.s been re-stored durin 1965 an 

nt!" ~ly oossible to its ori inal st t . 1h" 
chanr,ec to includ~ a small room at the back of 
partition allows for heatin equipment, toilet 
a work room. 

1~6 to 'S 

interior ha& been 
the buildin~ . 1hie 
f cilities, and 









_______ ,.. ... .,.. 

......... ,m., al tbe Int put hereby ccwenanta that be 

aot dam ar _. ... to be daae U7 8Ct, matter or tblq what8oever, to encumber the propertJ ._.., 

cmw..,ed; tbat be wD1 wu:nnt -rc'811)' the pupa t.t snnt.ed mcl that be wlll eucate 

.m fm1lm' ......_ of the-- U IUJ' be requlalte. 

Tmr: 

~ ~ .~ COAL) 
Prancia A. '&11.a··;· aurYi rtng tr-ustH and 
•uccesaor in truat tor the uae ot the 
Religious Societ7 ot Regular or 
Particular Baptista 

<SEAL> 

'to wit: 

I BBRDY C&k'l•D't, 'l'bat an tin. day of January 

In the yw cae thoaand nine lumdreclmcl sixt7-tour , before me, the subacriber, 

a NotarJ PubUc of tbe State of llarJland. In and for the C 1 t7 ot Bal t1more 

pencmally appeued Pr anc1 • A. DaY1 • 

- ,, • 

-

acknowledged the fcngolng Deed to be hi a 

Anna K. Leach, 

Beo Lt. tor recol'd MAR n 1964 

Notary Pul>11c 

atL'.d 
3~• 

d.4- ;;:n,_ 
j 
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