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~e rui::s of ~illow Mill stanj on the ~este~:: ~un in a loca~:un 

tho1f'"h~, tu have been the site of at least one earlier cristnill. ::t re-

nres~~~:.s one of t::e !1'1ajo1 .. indus-:ries of t!"'iis arE:a and is one o: .... the :ew 

siirviving: s'7ructures of this ""-:flle. 

r-~;is building was proba oly erected Je':.wee:: ! 845-1850 '':Jy -:-'.-',omas -·· 

;.:at ~news. ~:-iere were a.lso or: '!:he _property a miller's !louse, 3 tena::~ 

houses and a saw nil1. Origlnally powered ":,y a tur"::line r:teel, the later 

owner inst.alled an electric motor. ·-::'he mill's operations ceased ir_ 

":,[; 8 1 CJ40 IS, 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UN AME 
HISTORIC 

Willow Mill 
AND/OR COMMON 

Western Run Mill 

0LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

East side of Wes tern ;:?Jm Road sou th of Wes tern Road 
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Cockeysville _VICINITY OF 8 
STATE COUNTY 

Maryland Baltimore 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC _OCCUPIED _AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

LBUILDING(SI x_PRIVATE XUNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS x_YES RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Russell E. Denbow Telephone #: 472-Li285 
~-~-----------"'---------'-=--=-"-=--~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Cockeysville _ v1c1N1TY0F 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Baltimore County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 
DATE 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE , zip code 
Maryl and 21 030 

4492 
569 

STATE 

Marylanq 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY, TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GQOO 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

X..DETER IORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

_xALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

.XORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The i/estern Run .1Hll is a stone structure, one and one-half 

storeys is height on its western side, two and one-half storeys on 

its eastern, adjacent to Western Run, with an additional attic 

storey in the roof space. The gables are of frame construction, 

covered with weatherboards, and the roof is of corregated steel 

over sningle lathe. 

Three bays in length, the northerly bay of the western side 

contains an entrance at grade, and each of the other two bays 

contains a window, now missin~ their sash. The eastern side is 

similar, but each outer bay contains a door to a now-missing addi-

tion which covered the three openings, and possibly housed the 

undershot wheel, also missing. In the basement storey of the 

eastern side, a door is in the middle bay, with a window in each 

outer bay. A doer in each of three storeys ls centered in the north 

end, with a window on either side, and t=ie roof peak extends out 

over the hoist beam high in the north end. Brick jack arches sup-

port masonry above most openings, except the doors in the north end, 

where tile masonry appears to have beeYJ. rebuilt without t:tem. 

Two shed-roofed dormers, each containin~ a pair of six-

light sash side-by-side, light the attic storey through the westerly 

roof slope, and a large portion of the easterly slope was raised to 

form a shed-roofed dormer with windoKs immediately above the east 

wall. 

(See Continua ti on Sheet .#1) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



llJ SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

~~EHfSTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

•00-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 -AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 _ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY -SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

XlB00-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

.SPECIFIC DATES Unknown BUILDER/ARCHITECT 
Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

rhe Willow Mill is located on the east side of Western Run 

Road, south of the intersection with Western Road. Standing on the 

southwest side of the Run, it is in a ruinous state; however, it 

represents one of the major industries of this district and is one 

of the few survivin; structures of its type. 

The probabl~ date of tni2 building is 1845 to 1850 which was 

the seconci generation of mills in the region, built after a high 

state of cultivation had been reached. 

A study of tne deeds to t~is land indicate the original owner 

to have bee!:_ William 1'18.tthews, of the same family as the builder 

of tt:e pr· es ent structure. i•Ia t thews ;nay h&_ ve had a mill here as early 

as 1784. Newspaper ads indicate that there was indeed a mill here, 

or near here, by 1839 when the property was put up for sale. How-

ever, in 1845 the old mill had gone out of existence and a "For Sale" 

ad statea that "tnere was formerly a mill on tnis seat, and one 

built tnere now would be i~ ~ood custom ••• 11 1 

In November, 1845, Thomas H. 1-iatthews purchased the property 

and by le5o the water-powered merchant mill had an annual yield of 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



l)MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

~cGrain, John j. Willow ~111. (Typescript, copyright, 1975). 

Products of Industry of Maryland. Year endinf; June, 1850. (At 
l°'1arylan~ State Library, Annapolis. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME / TITLE 

Catharine F. Blac.l: and James T. ;/ollon, Jr. AIA 
ORGANIZATION 

For Valleys Historical District Project 
STREET & NUMBER 

1114 Bellemare Road 
CITY OR TOWN 

Baltimore 

DATE 

September 1976 
TELEPHONE 

323-3798 
STATE 

Mar'rland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



;i'/illow t-':lll 
Valleys ~1stcr1cal Jis~ric~ 

Co!"ltinua::.icn. Sheet #1 

A s~al! cne stcr0y sto~e additio~ wi~h a flat rao~ s~a~~s at 

the ~crtheast corner. 

rhe entire i~t0rior is ~utted of all floors, walls, partitions 
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c") ti .. /:; . ,. 

Willow Mill 
Valleys Historical District 

Continuation Sheet #2 

;ues tic·~ Significance 

i;55,000 1n flour an::: mea1. 2 Mat.thews also a::ded a saw :nill, milJer's 

house and three tenant houses.3 Undoubtedly, the construction of 

hestorn Run Turnpike in 1868 contributed greatly to the ease with 

dhich grai~ cculG be brought tc tte si~eo 

T:wmas d. illla t thews di eC. in 1397 and tne property was deeded to 

Oliver .:. M:a'c.thews and subsequently passed to several owners ~)efore 

beln3 reconditioned in 1936 by the installation of an electric motor, 

replacing a turtine wheeloa 

2xtensive ~loo~ing in 1972 ani the failure of plans tc restore 

the building have lerL it in a state of ruin - a rare structure, and 

one ~art.hy cf preservationo 

, 
-· . I't.'2 3al timcre §un, :'1arch 13, 1845 

3. McGrai~, p. 2. 

p.3. 
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Valleys ~istor!cal Dis:~!~~ 

( ?h:..lad.el;ihia, 

;3t::~ne:1, J. c. '.vlaD 01· the Ci':.y_§:.nd Counv1 cf 3a.ltimore, :11ar1Jp.r:c.. 
~3al~1more, Jd~O). 


