
Preservation nill 
~estern ~un ~oad, :ockeysv1l~e 
Xot accessible 
Hoss Jiouse: 1749 
Ystes ?lace: irjf 

Tv.ro houses ,,,;hicu have been r::!Oved froo elsev:here :tre no':.' 

situated at Freservat1on Hill. The larger, ~oss ~ouse, former1y 

stvod ~n 3ladensburg, :1d. It belonged to Jr. Javid ~oss, Jr., 

:reor;:;e ',;·ashington' s physician and was one of :.I::::.rylanj' s :".lost 

sophisticated smaller houses. Yates ?lace, now 3. gne st 11ouse, 

was moved fro~ ~ent County, i~d. It was the dwelling of an 

2astern Snore planter ana is notable for its psnelling. 
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fl DESCRIPTION 

AEXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTEAED 

CHECK ONE 

_OAIGfNAL SITE 

~MOVED DATE 1957 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

rhe Ross House was built in Pladensbur~. Frince Geor~es 

County, Maryland in the eighteenth century; it was dismanteled 

ca. 1958 and reconstructed in its present location about ten years 

later. 

It is of brick, lald in Flemish bond, one and one-half storeys 

in height above a ~igh basement storey, with a jerkin-head roof. 

Seven bays in length, 1 ts end bays have blind recesseB correspond-

ing, in size, to typical windows. Entrances are centered on each 

facad,e and three hipped-roofed dormers are in each roof slope. :i 

wide 1exterior chimney rises at each end, void of slopin'2; flanks, 

with a tall arched recess on the outer sides. Windows of the 

princtpal storey are 9/9; the dormers and base~ent windows 9re 6 

:'he c·=ntral doors are sheltered 'Cy a small portico on the entre.nce 

front, a small shed-roofed porch on the garden front. 

Additions made at the time of the reconstructicn include a 

three·-ca.y wing of similar but lower construct ion, teyond which in 

a hyp11en-passage and a garage. 

~:'he interior of this house was not examir..Pd. 

Yates Flace, now the Crew Guest Hom;:e on "Preservation Ei 11" 

is a '.)>;.e s.r:: o·:~-t_alf storey frame house, four bays in lenS?:tr, 

moved from Kent County, I~aryland. 

1:he two middle bays of the principal front are doors; the 

(See Continuation Sheet ~1) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 5A · 3 7 f 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ -<>EHISTORIC _ARCH EULOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

JO. 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

)L 1700- 1 799 _AF:T _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

- 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER ISPECIFYI 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES ::toss :rouse: 
rate8 Flace: 

1749 
1738 

BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Preservation '.-1111 is a ten acre tract on the eas+:. side of 

~estern Run Road south of the Western Run. Since 1956, Leor.ard 

C. Crewe, Jr. and his architect, Eryden E. ~yde, ,' .. I:~, of 39lt1rnore, 

have moved two colonial houses to this site, the ?oss Eouse and 

rates F lace. 

i' he former was built in 1 749 for Dr. David F:.os s, Jr. of 

5ladensburg, Frince Georges County, IV;aryland. I'r. Ross :::erved 

in the Continental Army and was thou~ht to have teen one of 

Geor~e washinton's personal physicians. When Was~ington teceme 

Fresident, he named Dr. Ross auditor for the new ?ederal City. 

Durin~ the Battle of Bladensburg in the War of 1812, this house 

served as a hospital for Eritish soldiers (and some people th~nk 

the remc..ins of troops killed during the cattle were buded on the 

property). The house was known for :nany years as 7he Cld ~rick 

:J:ospital. 

In 1957. the land was sold for a com!"'lercial development and 

tr.e structure was dismantled and all its bricks, plankin;:r and 

handmade nails were stored by 9. local builder who hoped to re-

(See Continuation Sheet 12) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
forman, Eenry Chandlee. Earl r IV'.a.nor and Fl'3.r..tation ::ouses. (Easton, 

IV'.d. 1934). fa;:z:e 88 (ROSH Eou~e ; pa;;::e 220 Yi:ite~ ?lace). 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
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Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
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The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
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Freservation Hill 
Valleys H16torical District 

Continuation Sheet #1 
B/J-37 r 

question #7 continued 

end ba.yR have a 9/6 window with shutters. A shed-roofed porch extena~ 

acros8 the principal facade. Two hipped-roof dormers are in the roof. 

An internal brick chimney ri~eR from w1th1n the r1ght end wall, 

its first storey exposed and flush with the frame wall, and an external 

brick chimney rises at the left end. 

A small shed addition stands against the right end wall, behind 

the chimney, and a small gabled roofed w1ng extends from the left end. 

The interior of this house was not examined. One room end is 

documented in Dr. Henry Chandlee Forman•s EARLY MANOR AND PLANTATION 

HOUSES OF MARYr.AND, 19)4, page 226, identified a~ Knack's Folly. A 

photograph shows a paneled fireplace wall and measured drawingR record 

all four walls and eleven moulding profiles. The bolect1on mould1n~ 

surrounding the fireplace assumes a Bem1-el1pt1cal arch, probably the 

original shape of the fireplace opening. At the right end of the 

paneled wall a door above the floor presumably gives acces~ to a w1nd1n~ 

enclosed stair: another door between it and the chimney opened into a 

closet. A door to the left of the chimney opened 1nto another clo~et. 

Closet doors had a bolectton chair ra.~1 applied to the middle rail, 

corresponding to the same moulding at corresponding ra11s in the 

panelin~. 
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Continuation Sheet #2 
811 ~371 

gue8t1on #8 continued 

Learning of the s1tuat1on, Mr. Hyde persuaded Mr. Crewe to 

purcha~e the building and reconstruct 1t in Baltimore County. Th1~ 

was accomplished over a period of three yearR with the aid of 

J. Hurst Purnell, builder. With a new kitchen anrl porch 1t 1s 

now a showpiece of private preservation. The Historic American 

Building survey has complete documentation. 

As a companion to the Ross House, Mr. Crewe has moved the 

Yates house from Turner's Creek, Kent County. Maryland to Preserva-

tion Hill and uses it as a small guest house. This structure was 

built for Colonel Donaldson Yates, commt~sary officer for the 

Eastern Shore 1n George Washington's army. Henry Chandlee Forman 

dates the structure from 17J8 and cites in particular 1tH fine 

wooden panelling which was carefully moved and reconstructed by 

Bryden Hyde. 

1. Forman, p. 226. 

1. 



Continuation Sheet #J 

Question ff 9 continued 

Preservation Hill /3'4 ~3 71 
Valleys Historical District 

"The Resurrection of a Dismantiled Maryland ClasRic 11 in House and 
Garden Guide to American Tradition. 1 6. Pages 122-125. (Ross 
House • 

W1lfon'.;. James C., Jr. "Ross House in News 11 1n Prince GeorQ"e~ Foat. 
Nay 23, 1974. (Ross Hom~e). 

Malashuk, Ellis. "House with a Double Life" 1n Baltimore Sundav 
Sun Maga z 1ne, Apri 1 29, 1973. (Yater; Place) • 

Interview w1th Bryden E. Hyde, AIA. Augu~t. 1976. 
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