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WRIGHT MILL (SITE) - Before 1807 - North side of
Wrights Mill Road. This mill, probably the most
primitive to survive into recent times in Maryland, was
built before 1807 by the "ingenious mill-wright and

mechanic", Joseph Evans. Its wooden works resembled
designs for automatic gristmills published by Oliver
Evans in 1795. Demolished February 1973, along with

Katzen's general store.
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2-% story grist millwkik with extension to rear; one story of stone,
rest of weathered boards; no dormers; hoist intact; three loading doors.
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This is an example of a primitive early 19th Century country mill set
in a picturesque ravine in unspoiled area only minutes from the urban
buildup.

Wright's Mill is either the same as or a replacement of the Joseph
Evans Mill of the 1818 tax list. Evand' executrix, Ann Evans, sold
part of Evans Addition , Stinchcombs Hills, Lime Stone Valley, and
Johns Beginning to Joseph Wright, 1833, BCLR TK No. 227, f. 127 and
TK 231, f 237. 115-5/8 acres. Wright soon mortgaged the property
to Noah Worthington. S.H. Wright is shown on the 1850 Sidney map.

Jogeph Wright died 1875 and the mill passed to Owfin Wright and others.
it apperfg) in the atlas as Valley Crist and Saw Mill owned by O. Wright;
however, Mrs. S.H. Gaw was an atlas patron and was listed as miller

at Alberton. Susan H. Gaw was Joseph Wright's daughter. The mill
passed to Samuel Ellicott, the mortgae holder, in 1879 and went

through various hands to Milton W. Offutt, who deeded it to Jacob
Katzen in 1897; it became David Katzen's in 1911, and Joseph Katzen's
in 1945, BCLR Liber % RJS No. 1390, f. 29L.

The mill continged in the Katzen family to the present (1971) and is
standing but closed on Granite ranch (or Brices Run) on Wrights Mill
Road, a spot called "Jew Bottom" in Md. leological Survey, Baltimore
County p{ 260. There is also a closedmup, two-story wooden general
store and a stone residence.
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