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Kenneth Fisher House
West side of Priceville Rd.
south of Belfast Rd.

Not accessible
Pre-1798

One of the oldest houses in the district, the Kenneth
Fisher house appears on the.1798 Federal Direct Tax Assessment
as the dwelling place of Daniel Price. Its three bay, two room
plan related it to other early homes of this region, especially
Thistle Down Farm which was also the home of Quakers closely

related to the Price family.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ihe Kenneth Fisher House is a two ana one-hall storey stone
house, tnree bays in length, its orincipal tacade to the south. A
three bay stone addition, with walls and root couincidential with the
original, extends irom its west end. A frame one ana one-half storey
wing extenas irom 1its east end,

The original portion 0! this house measures approximately
20 by 31 fecu; the west addition measures approximately 20 by 24 teet.
The original portion aates trom before 1798 as it avppears on the
Federal Direct Tax records for that year. The west addition dates
tfrom ca, 1825-1840 and the east frame addition dates irom the mid-
twentieth century, said to replace an earlier xitchen wing of similar
size with a large stone fireplace,

The principal entrance was originally in the middle bay of
this dwelling and it opened into a larger room in tne two easterly
bays. That entrance and the westerly window have been transposed ana
the smaller room in the westerly bay is now a hall with a mid-twentieth
century open staircase to the second tloor., The window and door frames
are wide, with pegged mortise-and-tenon joints and backbands., Windows
are 6/6 and the driven iron pintels in the frames iormerly supported
shutters on wrought-iron strap hinges., A stone chimney rises flush
with each gable and a single dormer centered on the southerly roof
slope provides light in the attic storey.

(See Continuavion Sheet #1)
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}_c!800-1899 —COMMERCE _—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY _ _TRANSPORTATION
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the oldest houses in this district, the Kenneth Fisher
house is located on the west side of Priceville Road, just south of
Beliast Road,

This was the home of Daniel Price (1761-1846), and the original
portion appears on the 1798 Federal Direct Tax Assessment., Daniel
Price and his brothers divided a large farm known as Sammy's Meadows
Enlarged which they had inherited from their father, Samueli. The
Prices were descended from one of the early Maryland s&ttlers, Thomas
Price, who came into Baltimore County from the West River, Anne Arundel
County. They were staunch Quakers and their graves may still be found.
at the Gunpowder Friends Meeting Cemetery., So many Prices occupied
this area that the village at the crossroads of Belfast and Priceville
Roads was named in their honor,

Daniel Price left this property to his son, Joei, and subse-
quently, Isaac Price and his children became the owners. In 1878, to
settle Isaac's estate, the house and farm were sold, but the acreage
remained intact. However, in the mid-1950's the land surrounding the
house was sub-divided and is now the site ot a aevelopment known as

Bellclare,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Question #7 coutinued

The windows of the west wing are 6/6 with narrow beaded frames;
blinds or shutters are missing. A stone chimney rises flush with its
west gable end and a stoune-walled gable-roofed enclosure shelters the
basement entrance through the west end wall near the southwest corner,

An exterior entrance to the first floor is centered on the south front
and in the easterly bay of the north front.

A one-storey hipped-roof porch extends across the four midale
bays of the entire south front. Its short Tuscan columns are supported
on tall pedestals of rock-faced concrete block,

Internaliy, the original plan of the earliest section is
described above. The original stair was enclosed and winding, north of
the east chimney; a similar stair in that location survives from the second
to the attic floor. The mantel in the east room of the first floor is
ﬁrobably original, consisting of engaged oval columns supporting a paneled
frieze with arched-panel end blocks. Most architraves remain in the hall,
formerly the smaller east room, Most trim and the fully-raised six-panel
doors remain in the second storey although the floorplan has been altered
slightly to accomodate the stair, bathrooms and closets. Fireplaces in
the west chimney are eliminated in both storeys.

A two-paneled door connects the original house and the wing, a
characteristic door of the period of that addition. The west wing consists
of one large room in tne first storey, two long rooms in the second.
Original trim remains at most openings, consisting of a two-plane archi-

trave with an applied cyma-recta backband. Built-in closets flank the

'-fééé'éonsinuaiidﬁ'shset #2)

-




Kenneth Fisher House
Valleys Historical District

PA-YZ2

Continuation Sheet #2
ion #/ c inued

tireplace in une first storey, open above tne chair rail and with a single
wide paneleda door below,

In the attic, poth sections have straight-sawn rarters hali-
lapped ana pegged at the ridge. Collar beams are dovetailed in and
nailed —- with handmade nails in the older section, with cut nails in the
addition. Structural members are slightly Larger in the older section.
The stone west gable wall of the older section remains in place, its
northerly window oﬁlargeq as a passageway. ‘

In the cellar, new joists support the first floor. Arched
supports are beneath both original chimneys and a large fireplace, formerly
fitted with a crane, is in the basement of the west wing.
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Matthews~Price Chart. Genealogical Manuscript. Maryland Historical Society.

Sidney, J.C. Map of the City and County of Baltimore, Maryland. (Baltimore,
1850).




