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Bachelor's Choice 
North side of Belfast Rd. east 
of Yeoho Rd. 

Not accessible 
18'.38 

Bachelor's Choice was built on land owned for many generations by 

the Cole family. Abraham Cole, Sr. patented Abraham's Prospect Resurveyed 

in 1826 and it included a tract known as "Bachelor's Choice". This house 

was probably built for his son, Isaac, as evidenced by the datestone: 

I H C 
18J8 

The dwelling was left to Lewis R. Cole, another son of Abraham Cole, Sr., 

and sold in 1876 to Michael Crowther, grandfather of the present owner. 
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B DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Bachelor's Choice is a stone house, four bays in length, two stories 

fn height, its principle facade to the sout~.- Approximately centered, a 

stone kitchen wing extends to the north, two bays in length, two stories 

in height. The house and its ki~chen wing a~pear to be coeval; a pain- 1 

inscription in an arched recess..::.J. -~,8-:--J~l : i._s~~ -~-_-:_ '.:~1c: ' - " - :..... ) .. ~ c '--- .._ J... := 

1838 

is consistent with the basic form of tlLe house and its original details •. 

A two story frame addition fills the northwest angle between the house 

and its kitchen wing, its roof an extension of the kitchen's westerly 

slope. Although its materials differ, this later construction matches 

the style of the original. 

A one story hipped roof porch with Tuscan columns extends across 

the south front and east end and a porch with turned columns and jig 

sawn brackets shelters the east side of the kitchen wing. 

All roofs are gabled and terminate in flush end chimneys of brick; 

roofs are covered with standing seam tin.. I1here are no rake overhangs •. 

Matching six-panel doors with five-light transoms are in the two ffiidd~e 

bays of the south front and windows through out are 6/6 with narrow 

beaded frames and louvered blinds.- Masonry above all openings is sup

ported by brick jack arches, those of the second story south front 

having brick imposts at either end. 

The two front doors open into a pair of rooms joined with a wide 

opening formally with double doors. The staircase rises, open, to the 

second floor in the northwest corner of the house; its moulded rail 

is supported by slim turned newels and round tapered balusters. Beaded 

architraves are of two planes without a backband. Eatching n.antels, 

wood cornicework and chair railing are all modern. The original 

kitchen retains its large cooking fireplace and an enclosed winding 

stair ascends to the second and attic floors east of the fireplace. 

A supboard occupies the space west of the chimney. 

See Continuation Sheet # 1 
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_INVENTION 

:PECIFIC DATES 1838 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Unknown 
.>TATEM ENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Bachelor's Choice, located on the north side of Belfast 

Road east of Yeoho Road, was built on land owned for many 

generations by the Cole family. Abraham Cole, 0r., patented 

Abraham's ~respect Resurveyed in 1826.* This house was 

probaoly built for his son, Isaac, as evidenced by the date-

stone :. I H C 

1B38 

The dwelling was left to Lewis R •. Cole, another son of 

Abraham Cole, 3r. and sold in 1876 to hichael Crowther, the 

grandfather of Blizabeth c. Virdin, the present owner. 

* ·rhe name "Bachelor's Choice" comes from an earlier 

patent which was incorpoBated into this resurvey. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
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Cathatine F. Black and Jam es T. Wollon, Jr. Al.A 
ORGANIZATION 

For Valleys Historical District Project 
STREET & NUMBER 

1114 Bellernore Road 
CITY OR TOWN 

Baltimore 

DATE 

September, 1976 
TELEPHONE 

323-3798 
STATE 

iv;aryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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Continuation Sheet #1 

J,uestion #7 Description, Conti!'lued 

~~A· 1.-1 ·1 >-1 

5achelor's Choice 
·,.;estern :fan - 3elfast Rd. 
Historic District 

The second floor plan is similar and the original mantels with plain pilasters 

supporting a plain frieze remain in place. '~he entire attic is roughly 

plastered, probably as an early insulation effort although it may have been 

used as sleeping quarters in spite of its very low head room; small windows 

flank eac~'1 of the three chimneys in the gable ends to provide light and 

ventilation. 

A two storey spring house with smokehouse above is built into the 

hillside immediately north of the house,. The roof cantilevers over :,he 

south gable to shelter an exterior wood staircase to the upper storey. 

An early one storey carriage house of wood frame west of the house has 

been adapted as a garage. 


