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~rrycrest is a ~oderately lar~e version of tte tynics~ 

~ate 19th century rural d~ellin; found elsewhere 3_on~ 

The house, occunyin:; J. co:-xnandin'; '.iillton 

site, is traditional in desi~n but ~ith a nrominent ~~b:e 

centered in the roof of the front facade. 

bui:L t around 1~99 by the father of tne ::ire sent o·,;ner' s 

first husband and re::ilaced 3n e3rlier stone house ~no~n 

3S the 2ome ?arm of John ~nsor of ~braham. 
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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

3:rrycrest 
AND/OR COMMON 

Gill House 

flLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

?,ior±'I ·side of ielfas± '"?oad at ~anvarr Road 
CITY, TOWN 

Sparks 
STATE 

MarJland 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

X_BUILDING(S) 2S_PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

i'Irs. c. 3.oss Gill 
STREET & NUMBER 

3elfast Roa:i 
CITY, TOWN 

VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

~OCCUPIED 
_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
_YES RESTRICTED 

_YES UNRESTRICTED 

:;.;_NO 

Sparks - VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 3al tinore County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

:-iashington Avenue 
CITY, TOWN 

11 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

None 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

8 
COUNTY 

3altimore 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PA;<K 

_EDUCATIONAL X_PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT __ RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPOR\,\TIOt'-1 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

STATE I zip code 
Nd. 21152 

Liber #: 815 
Folio #: 170 

STATE 

It.ar;yland 

_FEDERAL -5TATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

.X.EXCELLENT 

-GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ U ... EXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

:lLORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The &ill house is actwo storey frame house, five bays in length, facing south; 

centered on its principai facade is a roof gable conta:L.~ing a pair of arched 2/2 

windows. Extending north, approximately centered, is a two storey frame wing, two 

bays in length. A one-storey shed-roofed porch extends across the south front and 

similar porches flank the north wing, the easterly one now enclosed. Exterior 

walls are covered with ~errnan siding. Single-flue brick chimneys rise on either 

side of the midjle bay and a third rises internally at the north end of tte rear 

wing; a modern fireplace chimney is added externally at the west end of the main 

house. The gabled roofs extend over end walls with bold rake cornices rising from 

eave returns. 

:he principal entrance, centered on the south front, has sidelights and a 

transom. The second storey window above is a pair of narrow 2/2 windows, flanked 

by wide louvred blinds. Other windows are 2/2, with narrow beaded frames and 

louvred blinds. 

The interior of this house was not examined. Its conjectured construction date 

is iE:so.1905. 

Nortfakest of the house is a one-storey stone outbuilding, three bays in length 

with a stone chimney rising internally at its west end above its low-pitched roof. 

Its board door is centered between two small sq:µare windows and the building appears 

to be a dairy house but its interior was not accessible for inspection. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC ---4t.RCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 ---4t.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_ 1500-1599 Y........AGRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 ---4t.RT _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

X 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER !SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Unknown BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Unknown 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Errycrest is a moderately large version of the typical late 19th century 

rural dwelling found elsewhere along 3elfast Road. ""he house,. occupying a 

commanding hill-top site, is traditional in design but with a prominent gable 

centered in the roof of the front facade. The house was built around 1899 by 

the father of thepresent owner's fi:rS·t ,1-usband1and replaced an earlier stone house 

_nown as the Home Farm of John Ensor of Abraham. 

1. .joshua Merryman Ensor 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA + 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERT~ 1/J A -

~~~~~~~~ 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Catharine F. 3lack and James '='• Wollon, Jr. AIA 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

For Valleys Historical District Project 
STREET & NUMBER 

1114 3ellemore Road 
CITY OR TOWN 

:?altimore 

Nov. 1976 
TELEPHONE 

323-3798 

Md. 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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