
Ore banks 
South side of Sold 

3ottom Rd. near 
~eoho ~d, Sp~rks 

~ot ~ccessible 
?re-1818 

This is a house of slow growth. Criginally part of 

Cold 3otto~ which John Ensor, Sr. patented in 1792, the lo; 

portion was probably built by a son, Abraham, as is indicated 

by the 1818 Baltimore County tax assess~ent. Numerous additions 

were made as the family prospered. One in particular is the 

stone west wing with its datestone indicating that John 3unter 

Snsor erected it in l~bl. The name Orebanks derives fro~ 

early mining operations on the property. The survival of 

such an early log dwelling is exceedingly rare. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Orebanks is a two storey house six bays in length, its principal =acade to the 

east, wi-':h a two storey wing extending three :a.ys in lenei:th from its south end. '::'he 

southerly three bays of the main house are of log construction, covered with stucco, 

while the northerly three bays are of stuccoed stone; the rear or west wint:: is of stone. 

':"he log section measures approiidmately 19 by 24 feet; the stone ad.di tion to the 

north measures approximately 19 by 31i feet. ~he log section is probably the 

earliest, dating from the very early 19th centu...7J. ~he stone north wing pro:a.bly 

dates from 1820-1.'340; the stone rear or west wing dates from the late 19th century. 

The log and the earlier stone section each have four walls, thus confusing obvious 

evidence normally used in identifying the earlier section; the stoee rear or west 

wing has but three walls, the typical condition for later additions. One expla~-

ation of both sections' having four walls is the possibility that the log section 

was but one storey in height, raised to its present two after the stone section was 

built. Half of a studded gable wall in the attic above the log section's north 

wall (between the two sections) retains weathered tongue-and-groove horizontal 

siding, its north side exposed, denying this theory; on the other hand, the rafters 

of the stone section are half-lapped and pegged at the ridge, an early method of 

joinery, while the rafters of the log section are mitered at the ridge, generally 

considered to be a later method of joineT'J. '.!ails associated with the framed gable 

are cut. On their principal (east) fronts, the first storey walls of the log and 

stone sections are flush while in the second storey, the log section's wall is 

several inches forward of the stone's, indicating the possible iifference in time 

between the two storeys of the log section. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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".:his house is known as Orebanks because of the mining operations which once 

took place 0:1 the property, Originally part of Cold 3ottom which John Ensor, Sr. 

patented in 1792, the dwelling was probably built during the second decade of the 

19th century. It does not appear on the 1798 Federal Direct tax, but the 1818 

3altimore Co·~nty Assessment includes improvements here in the name of Abraham 

Ensor, a son of John, Sr. 

Remaining in the 3nsor family until 1947, this was a house of slow growth. 

There is a datestone marked"JHE! 1881" (John Eunter Ensor) on the stone west wing. 

~he preserva~ion and incorporation of the early log section into the growing 

dwelling is indeed rare. The present owners operate a cattle and horse farm here. 
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i!IMAJOR lHBLJOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

3altimore County r·ax Assessments: 1818, 182J. 

·,a11 of John 3nsor, Sr.1 -riill Liber 14 folio 26 etc. (18J1). Hall of :!ecords, Annapolis. 

·,!ill of John Ensor. -,/ill Liber 15 folio 337. (1835). Hall of Records, Annapolis. 
Judicial Liber 134, etc. 3altimore County Courthouse. 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 
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;uestion #7 :Jescription, Continued 

Ore b2.6:s 
!'fester~- :1un - 3elfast 
~istoric Jistrict 

All Fie ..,.indows of the principal (east) front and the rear wine are 2/2, 

flanked by louvred blinds, but west windows are 6/6. C:.-he principal entrance is ir: 

the southerly bay of the stone section but a secondary entrance is in the middle bay 

o:' the log section as well. A gable, covered with fancy-but-: wood shi:1gles, is 

centered on the easterly roof slope and the south gable is similarly finishe:i. 

?lush chimneys rise above each gaole eni, that of the west or rear gable -oeing but 

a single flue. 

Internally, the log section comprises a single room in the first storey, two 

in the second. $st of the chimney breast is a ouilt-in cupboard wit'.! a pair of 

taller doors above a pair of shorter ones, all with flat panels and ogee mouldings 

integral ~:th stiles and rails; a modern cupboard to match occupies the space 

west of the chimney breast, replacing an enclosed winding stair. '::he architrave 

mantel is modern. ~indow architraves are beaded with cyma-reversa-with-astrigal 

oackbani. -:-·he stone section includes an entrance hall in its southerly bay with 

the principal stair rising, with intermediate landings, to the second :loor. Its 

round rail terminates in a ball above the slim, turned lower newel. A single room 

is north of the hall, its mantel having round colurnrs supporting a paneled frieze 

spanning ':Jetween plain projecting end blocks. ·.~indow and door arehi traves '.-lave 

corner blocks and doors have two long raised panels with loose echinus mouldings. 

~he cellar extends beneath the log section only. A large fireplace, now closed, 

is in its south end, with an exterior entrance in the space east of the chimney. 'The 

first floor is supported by los joists. Immediately north of the cellar's north 

wall is another stone wall, the foundation for the stone section, the latter without 

a cellar. 

~he massive barn, standing northeast of the house has its ground storey built 

into the hillside, its easterly framed wall opening to grade with numerous doors and 

windows ~o the stalls within. ~he wood-framed tall upper or loft storey cantilevers 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 
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'.:ontinua-t.ion Sheet /i2 

;uestion #7 :Jescription, Conti11ued 

over the east front of the lower storey for shelter; it is accessi:,le :hro.1f'l large 

::loors on grade at the west. 

A stone sp:~ing house stands some distance east of the '.:ouse and '::larn, i t,s 

gabled roof exte?'.lding to the south, probably cantilevered over the spring and e:dry 

criginally, 'sut t:-iose areas are now enclosed within walls sf:eathed ver:ical 

:Coard~. Small o~:ienings, now void of enclosure, are on the east and west side walls. 


