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St. John's Episcopal Church Rectory 
3738 Butler Road 
Glyndon vie. 
Private 
1842-44 

St. John's Episcopal Church Rectory is located at 3738 Butler Road in northwest 

Baltimore County, several hundred feet west of the stone church and on the same grounds 

as that building. The rectory faces southwest toward Piney Run Road, and is a 2-Yz story, 

three-bay by three-bay side passage plan structure of rubble stone with quoins. The stone 

appears to be local marble. It has a gable roof with slate and a northwest-southeast ridge. 

On the southwest elevation, the south bay has a door and a portico with four Greek Doric 

columns. The windows have six-over-six sash, and on the roof are two dormers. There 

is a two story, two-bay by two-bay wing connected to the east and center bays of the 

northeast elevation of the main block. This wing is actually two stories on the southeast 

side and one story on the northwest side. having a shed roof that slopes down to the 

northwest and has standing seam metal roofing. The wing is constructed of rubble stone 

marble walls, and has an interior brick chimney on the northeast. There is no evidence 

that any windows on the second story have been closed off to accommodate this wing, 

suggesting that it is original. On the southeast elevation of the wing, the first story is 

covered by a large enclosed sun porch that extends to cover one bay of the main block. 

In 1842 John Johns, a parishioner. paid for the construction of the St. John's Church 

Rectory and the stone fence around the churchyard. Both of these were described in a 

letter of 1844 to Bishop Whittingham: "St. John's Church is built of white limestone .... 

There is a handsome parsonage attached to the church, and is built of the same material 



as the church. It was erected during the last season and cost, together with the wall 

surrounding the church lot, two thousand six hundred and ninety three dollars." The 

house is a typical vernacular side-passage plan dwelling, with a few Greek Revival 

details on the porch, but little to suggest that the Greek Revival had made much impact 

this far from Baltimore. It must be considered an important building for understanding 

rural antebellum Baltimore County housing because it is dated. Periodic improvements 

were made. One of these was the roof of the parsonage, which was repaired in 1878 

during renovations to the parsonage, and was finally replaced in September 1880 at a cost 

of $93.00. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic St. Jolrn's Protestant Episcopal Church RectoIY 

other St. Jolrn's in the Valley RectOI)' 

2. Location 
street and number 3738 Butler Road 

city, town Glyndon 

county Baltimore Countv 

Inventory No. BA-596 

not for publication 

X vicinity 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Vestrv of St. Jolrn's Church 

street and number 3738 Butler Road 

city, town Glyndon state 

4. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Baltimore County Courthouse 

city, town Towson 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HASS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report 

X other MIHP. 1976 

6. Classification 

Category 
district 

X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

Ownership 

public 
_x_ private 

both 

Current Function 
agriculture 
commerce/trade 
defense 

X domestic 
education 
funerary 
government 
health care 
industry 

landscape 
recreation/culture 
religion 
social 
transportation 
work in progress 
unknown 
vacant/not in use 
other: 

telephone 410-833-5300 

zip code 21071 

tax map and parcel: 40-107 

liber unkn folio 

Resource Count 
Contributing Noncontributing 

__ l __ o buildings 
__ (_) __ o _ sites 

0 0 structures 

0 0 objects 
__ l __ o Total 

Number of Contributing Resources 
previously listed in the Inventory 



7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
_x_ good 

fair 

deteriorated 
ruins 
altered 

Inventory No. BA-596 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

St. John's Episcopal Church Rectory is located at 3738 Butler Road in northwest Baltimore County, Maryland, several hundred 
feet west of the stone church and on the same grounds as that building. The rectory faces southwest toward Piney Run Road, and is 
a 2-'h story, three-bay by three-bay side passage plan structure ofrubble stone with quoins. The stone appears to be local marble. 
It has a gable roof with slate and a northwest-southeast ridge. On the southwest elevation the foundation has a four-light sash with 
rubble stone voussoirs between the west and center bays. The first story has two six-over-six double-hung sash with smooth 
limestone sills and rubble stone voussoirs. The wood window frames have a beaded interior edge and there are exterior blinds. 
The south bay has a door with two tall panels, sidelights with four lights above a panel, and a three light transom. The door panels 
have sunk fields and quirked Greek ogee panel moulds. These same panels are found beneath the sidelights and on the soffit and 
jambs. There is one panel on the soffit over the door and one over each sidelight, and two panels on each jamb, one at the level of 
the sidelight and one at the level of the panel below. The doorway has a smooth marble sill, and two plain pilaster strips. There is 
a portico with four Greek Doric columns. The soffit has wood slats and the deck is also wood. The portico has a pediment with a 
Greek ovolo cornice on the raking eave and horizontal flush beaded-edge boards in the tympanum. The gable roof of the portico 
has an n northeast-southwest ridge and is covered in slate. The second story has three typical six-over-six sash that are shorter than 
the first story. There is a wood box cornice with an ogee bed mould. On the roof are two dormers. one at the south edge of the 
west bay and the other between the center and south bays. They have six-over-six sash with architrave that has plain comer 
blocks. The architrave is symmetrical and appears to have two beads in the center. There is an interior brick chimney. 

The northwest elevation has a projecting one-bay stone cellar entrance at the west comer. It has a gable roof with a southeast
northwest ridge and is covered in slate. There are double vertical board doors hung on T-strap hinges, and there are flush beaded
edge boards in the gable end. On the first story. the north bay has a typical six-over-six sash. The second story north bay also has 
a typical six-over-six sash. The center bay has a small typical six-over-six sash. There are two small four-over-four sash in the 
gable end, with smooth limestone sills, no voussoirs, and typical window frames. There are tapered rake boards that have a beaded 
bottom edge. 

On the northeast elevation, the north bay has a typical six-over-six sash on both the first and second stories. The cornice and the 
two dormers are the same as on the southwest elevation. 

There is a two story. two-bay by two-bay wing connected to the east and center bays of the northeast elevation of the main block. 
This wing is actually two stories on the southeast side and one story on the northwest side, having a shed roof that slopes down to 
the northwest and has standing seam metal roofing. The wing is constructed of rubble stone marble walls, and has an interior brick 
chimney on the northeast. There is no evidence that any windows on the second story have been closed off to accommodate this 
wing, suggesting that it is original. The northwest elevation of the wing has a typical six-over-six sash to the north and a recent 
addition to the west that has weatherboards, two six-over-six sash, and a door on the northeast end. The northeast elevation of the 
wing has a typical six-over-six sash on the second story, set to the east. On the southeast elevation of the wing, the first story is 
covered by a large enclosed sun porch that extends to cover one bay of the main block. The porch has a shed roof of standing 
seam metal and a center door with a four-over-four sash to each side and three six-over-six sash to each side of them. The second 
story of the wing has two small typical six-over-six sash. The stone of the wing is toothed into the stonework of the house. 

The southeast elevation of the house has two four-light sash behind horizontal wood louvers in the foundation. These openings 
have typical frames and voussoirs. The first story has a typical six-over-six sash to the south and the second story has two typical 
six-over-six sash. The gable end has two round arched windows above three light bottom sash. These openings have smooth sills 
and brick voussoirs. There are tapered rake boards, and diamond tie rods between the first and second stories. 



8. Significance 

Period 

- 1600-1699 
- 1700-1799 
_x_ 1800-1899 
- 1900-1999 
- 2000-

Areas of Significance 

agriculture 
archeology 

..X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 
community planning 
conservation 

Specific dates n/a 

Construction dates 1842 

Evaluation for: 

National Register 

Inventory No. BA-596 

Check and justify below 

economics 
education 
engineering 
entertainment/ 
recreation 
ethnic heritage 
exploration/ 
settlement 

_ health/medicine 
_industry 
_invention 
_ landscape architecture 
_law 
_ literature 
_ maritime industry 
_military 

Architect/Builder n/a 

Maryland Register x 

performing arts 
philospohy 
politics/government 
religion 
science 
social history 
transportation 
other: 

not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of 
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

In 1815 the congregation of St. John ·s Episcopal Church in Western Run Parish. near Glyndon. held a lottery to raise funds for a 
church building. and the following year the cornerstone was laid. The date stone from this building survives today in the present 
sanctuary. In 1842 John Johns. a parishioner. paid for the construction of the rectory and the stone fence around the churchyard. 
Both of these were described in a letter of 1844 to Bishop Whittingham: --st. John·s Church is built of white limestone and is 
sufficiently large to acconunodate as many as three hundred worshippers. . . . There is a handsome parsonage attached to the 
church, and is built of the same material as the church. It ''"as erected during the last season and cost. together with the wall 
surrounding the church lot. two thousand six hundred and ninety three dollars."· The house is a typical vernacular side-passage 
plan dwelling, with a few Greek Revival details on the porch. but little to suggest that the Greek Revival had made much impact 
this far from Baltimore. Unfortunately. the interior was not accessible for examination and documentation. It might show more 
Greek influence. and must be considered an important building for understanding rural antebellum Baltimore County housing 
because it is dated. ( 1) 

Periodic improvements were made. One of these was the roof of the parsonage. which was repaired in 1878 during renovations 
to the parsonage. and was finally replaced in September 1880 at a cost of $93 .00. (2) 

Notes: 

(1) Margaret Worrall. The History of St. John"s Church. Western Run Parish. 1800-2000. (Glyndon, Md.: The Vestry of St. 
John"s Church. 2000). pp. 10-13. 29-30. 32. 34. 40. There were earlier histories. but Worrelrs is the most complete, and covers 
the earlier material. Unfortunately. she does not note her sources. E. P. Philpott to Bishop Willian1 R. Whittingham 1 April 
1844. Maryland Diocesan Archives. 

(2) Worrall. The History of St. John·s Church. p. 47. St. John·s Church. ··Proceedings of the Vestry. 1820-1891. .. pp. 273-75. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Inventory No. BA-596 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 5 A. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

Acreage of historical setting 5 A. 

Quadrangle name Hampstead Quadrangle scale 1 :2-lOOO 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The boundaries consist of the entire grounds of lot 107. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Kenneth M. Short 

organization date 01/17/2003 

street and number 610 Regester Ave. telephone -t.10-377--1-953 

city or town Baltimore state MD zip code 21212-1915 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 
supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only and 
not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 

DHCD/DHCP 

100 Community Place 

Crownsville MD 21032 

410-514-7600 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

BA-596 
r\'\ f'.C-I ·t:t" C ~?o,i)'f~,fi''-f 04 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

!ll~AMe·· ... •·.· .. " i ·,.:,.· .. : . .. ..... .. ... . 
. 

COMMON: 

Rectery .r St. Jeb.Jl 1s Episcepal Church, \lerthi-.gtea 

AN DIOR HISTORIC: 

12. LOCATION ::···: . : < . : :" • .: •:· ........ >: .. 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

Nerth 1Jid• .r Pi.Jley Greve Read west .r Butler Read 
CITY OR TOWN: 

GlYJld•• 
STA TE I COUNTY: 

Mary la ad Baltimere 

13· CLASSf FICA notir ... >: •:.: ...... ·• .· < .... .::.:• .. ··:·:·: 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

0 District ~ Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: CJ Occupied Yes: 

0 Site 0 Structure f2 Private 0 In Process D Unoccupied 0 Restricted 

0 Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 PreHrvation work 0 UnrHtricted 

in progre11 CJ No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

D Agricultural D Government D Park D Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial D Industrial IE] Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational D Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment D Museum 0 Scientific 

f~; OW~ER OF PRQPEltTY ·•. . ······ .. :··.:::.:::.:.: . ...: .. :/:•• .. : .... . :.:., .. ..... ::« "> ..... :.:·/. · ........ \\•\\.• 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Vestry • r St • Jeha's Church, Werthingtea 

STREET ANO NUMBER: 

St. J•lm's Church, Werthiagtea 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE: 

Glyndea Maryland 
l~' ~QtA'tlON OF t.RA.l DESCfUPTfON . .\:•·:<:>:•:··:·: 

"' 
.......... ·: :/ < >: :\: .:2I?":? 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Bal timer• City Ceurtheuse 
STREET ANO NUMBER: 

Calvert aad Lexiagtell Stse 
CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

Baltim•r• Maryland 

ritle Reference of Curr~"t n.,..,.n (Book & Pa. i) : lWR lt.i';/lQ~ 

I"~ . •~P~"~E'H'f'+.I~ttf lN _E'xtsTIH~ $l}•ve.vf .. ... ·. . .. 
...... ·•.> ,:,:··: :: ... •: ···.:>.:(•• .• \;' , • . . . 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 

N•n• 
DATE OF SUR'.-EY: D Federal D State D County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR10.to;T AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: !'TATE: 

PS - 709 



CONDITION 
XJ Excellent 

[jj Altered 

0 Good O Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT• •D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpoHd 

(Check One) 

0 Moved KJ Original Site 

ST. JOHN'S REX:TORY is a three bay, 2t sterey, g~ble reefed, rubble 

sten• heuse with a centemperaneeus rear service wing ef t"W• bays, l! stereys 1 

cevered with a shed reef, its peak abeve the east wall, which is flush with 

the east wall er the main heuse, the principal frent ef which faces a little 

'West •f seuth (hereinafter called seuth), eriented te the read. Rising 

flush with the vest end ef the main heuse is a wide brick chimney; a secend-

ary chimney rises nush with the nerth end ef the wi.ng. h the easterly bay 

ef the seuth frent is the principal entra•ce, with its paneled jambs, its 

transem 8.Jld sidelights, sheltered by a ene sterey, ene bay Tuscan pertic•. 

Mas•Jll"Y abeve all principal windews, which are 6/6, with leuvred blinds, is 

suppertei by a jack arch ef stene. Tb• twe attic windews in the east gable 

m 
m 

% 

are arched with a semi-circular arch ef brick. On each frent, twe dermers :::u 

with cerner-bleck architrave trim light the attic sterey. A stene walled, 

gable reefed cellar entrance prejects frem the west end near th• seuthwest 

cerner ef the main heuse. 

c: 
n 
-I 

0 

:z 
hterully, the main heuse censists ef a side hall extendiag threugll "" 

the east bay, with an •pen staircase ascending te the third fleer. A pair 

•f reems is we~t ef the hall in each sterey. These ef the first sterey are 

ceanected by a triple deer; med•l"Jl bathreems aad clesets have bean intreduC•4 

between th• erigin.al pair ef re9m.S in the secend sterey. Windev jambs ia th4J 

frent reem extend te the f'leer, and are paneled. Mantels ceasist ef TuscaB. 

celU!lllls suppertiag • paneled frieze and meulded shel.f; the paael immediately 

abeve each C•lUDlJl is a shalle"W, unmoulded Gethic arch, a Gethic-revival 

element in an etherwise Greek-revival feature. Deers are ef twe tall paaels
1 

with shallew raises and lees• meuldings; third steray deers .. 1t the meuld

)centinued( 



:z 
0 

PERIOD (Check One or More a• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Centwry 0 17th Century 

SP E c I Fl c 0 ATE (SI (11 Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or Mare aa Appropriate) 

Abar iginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

[j} Arc hi lecture 0 Landscape 

0 Att Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
Ill 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Social/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

-

The Rectery ef St. Jel1Jl 1s Church, Werthiagtea, lecated directly west 

ef the church en Pilley Greve Read, is a well-preserved, mid-19th century 

aeuse, cempletely traditi•••l alld faithful te the building treads ef its 

u day. It WllS erected ia 1842-43 as a gift te the church by Jeha Jehas and 

deeded te the ve~try iJl 1850. 

Rightmyer•s histery ef St. J•hll's receu.ts several efferts at r•••-

:z vati•• - a aew reef in 187'7 and mere cemolete repairs and mederaizatiea ill 

1929 fellewing a peried ef financial embarrassment and less ef eemmuJlic••ts 
w 
w ia the parieh. 

"' Th• present recter, Rev. Philip Reulette, and his family nev eccupy 

the rectery, as have megt ef the previeus recterse 

PS- 7011 



("1{ ~JOR;SfBLIOGRAPfUCAL REFERSNCES .. · ,,,, ' ~:,,.··' 
.. 

'· 
::. ·.· ·;; .. ,,, 

. 
,:·, ., .. 

' T'" ... -/_:::.::_·:: --.. .,, 
•st. Jehll's Church in the Valley, Westera RUll Parish, Recerd Beek 181.0-92•. 

Beund manuscript 'With family netes by Rev. Ethan All•a. 
Maryland Histerical Seciety. 

Rightmyer, Rev. Nelsen Waite, Ed.D. A Shert Hist•~ ef Saint J'elm•s Church1 Werthi!Bte• Vallez1 Westera Rua Parish. Privately printed. 1963. 

1:>10. GEoGRAPHICAL DATA -- ·-LATITUDE AND L..ONGITUDE COORDINATES I LAT1TUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFl~ING THE CENTER POINT OF A. PROPERTV 

R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES ! --, CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE '_ATI TUDE LONGITUDE L--

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW 0 . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . 0 . 
SE 0 . 0 . 
'"" 9 . 0 . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: ti_cres 

·Acreage Justification: 

I *See St. Jehn's Church neminatiea 
; 
i 
I 

I 

I 

n1. FORM PREPARED BY . . . \ .. i .. · .•· ·, ....... 

NAME ANO TITLE: 

Catherin• F. Black and James T. Well ea. Jr •• AIA 
ORGANIZATION 

!DATE 

Werthi~a+.an VaJJ.ev Histerical District Preject Jan. 1. 1976 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1111. Bellemere Read 
CITY OR TOWN: 

'STATE l Baltimere Marvland 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only) 

Significance of this property is: 
National D State D Local 0 

Signature 

...,, 
m 
m 

z 

::a 
c:: 
n 
-I 

0 

z 



Ceatinuatien Sheet 

Qu•.,,tien 7 

S'1'. ,TOEN' 3 tt:<X:TORY 
Werthingt•n Valley 
Hi~t•rical District 

ings. Meulded architraves have turned cerner blecks. The deers and trim ef such 

added features as bathreems and clesets are very similar te the eriginals, but 

'With slight differences in the orefi.les. 

The eriginal kitchen, lecated in the nerth bay ef the rear 'Wing, is fitted 

with a lar~e fireplace fer ceeking. AA entry passage and pantry eccupy the bay 

between th9 kitchea and the main heuee. 

Upper fleer plans are simil&r te the fir~t, w:lth a small reem partitiened 

abeve the frent entrance hall. Weedwerk ef each eterey is similar, beceming 

simpler with each sterey. The unfinished cellar extends beneath the maia heuse 

enly. 





13A-9fl 


