
BA-634 
Southern Methodist Church, site 
Old North Point Road 
Edgemere vicinity 

1900 

Also called the Old Methodist Church South, this stone Romanesque 

chapel was built in 1900 and incorporated the cornerstone of the structure of 

1867. The building had a steeply-pitched gable roof, round-arched windows, 

and Tiffany-type stained glass. The church stood on the place where General 

Robert Ross had died in the battle of 1814, and was demolished in 1972. The 

cornerstone and some windows have been preserved. 
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BALTIMORE COtF·-·:,:.:: i,A."\JI:MARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MA'.:'i'lAl~0 HISTORICA•. TRUST 
lnA~ L :tr030b,¥5 ~'33~ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISlORIC SITES SURVEY 

HISTORIC /AQUILLA RANDALL MONUMENT \ ~ 

ANOtOR COMMON • 

'.I/ ~"27# A/AIT b'.477.LE /°%A1.V~EAIT / 

rf!LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

3970 Old North Point Road 7th Councilrnanic District 
CITY. TOWN COl\3RESSIONAL DISTRICT 

.J>t/N/JA£k... ]L VICINITY OF 2nd Corgressional District 
STATE COv',~'r 

Marvlan1"!....~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~-B;;;;..;.;a~l~t~i~rn~,o~r~e_..;C~o~u~n;;.;.,,,;;;t~y~~~~~~-

flicLASSIFICA n:oN 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_:01STRICT _t'UBLIC _OCCUPIED 

-BUILOING(S) ,X_:•RIVATE XuNoccuP1Eo 

XsTRUCTURE _IOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

_sin: 'UBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS -YES: RESTRICT[O 

_f!EING CONSIDERED X YES· UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

EiOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Mr. J. Sheridan Mcclees 
STREET & NUMBER 

3 E. Lexington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

BaltirnoH _ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF oEcos.ETc County Courts Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

;1Ql Bosley Avenue 
CITY.TOWN 

'.l'owson 

6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

PRESENT USE 

--AGRICULTURE _MU~ EUM 

X COMMERCIAL __ PA:\< 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIV-HE RESID~!\iCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELl.:i!OUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCI[ ~T!FIC 

_!NOUSTRIAL _TRA 'liSPORTATIO'< 

__MILITARY _OTH~R 

Office: 
Telep~o~e #: 727-2956 :=:....:::.. __ _ 

STATE' zip C•.)Cle 
Maryland 21202 

Liber #: EHK JR. 5751 
Folio #: 767 

STATE 

Marvland 21204 

TITLE /T."'1.aY.LA-#Z> #..<f?O'R/C J/T.er Jv.eJ/~Y-' d4L.77.1'7~RE 6c.hUTY 

oATE tP/1/6-t!J/ ).x;: J"/AJCE. /?64 
/UJ£2TH feM·'/ .i5'An:zE ~A./Oh~'.W'T .e=AJlC/.lE.lJ .f/6/T.:? _FEDERAL .K.srATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

.h/A.R y~~ ,;(/~ / 
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Iii! DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

X..DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

.-UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~~TEAED 

CHECK ONE 

LORIGINAL SITE * 
-MOVED DATE __ _ 

*Not certain 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The authentic, 1817, part of the monument is the pointed shaft, 
square base, and flat pedestal, as shown in J. Hill's engraving of 1820. 
It was about fot:r feet high as described in the American of July 28, 
1817. (See McCauley, Md. Historical Prints, p. 130). 

As it existed prior to July 20, 1977, the monument was described as 
follows: 

The remainder of the monument, the five steps in cast concrete, the 
16-foot-plus square iron fence, and the 90 by 20-foot eliptical J.awn re
tained-by curbstonematerial, was all aC..ded in l945 by Eli Buniavas. The 
white paint applied by him-at that-time has faded'to gray, but the-blac"K 
l~ttering survives in part. The monumert j.s in reasonably good condition. 
At present it is not certain whether Mr. Buniavas built his conc::ete 
wedding cake monument base on the exact spot where the Mechanica~ Volun
teers had put UF .the memorial in 1817. in fact, the monument had toppled 
by the time Buniavas acquired the ground. 

In recent years, an interested patriotic group cast a number of con
crete shafts, presumably to serve as replacements for the origin,tl shaft, 
and four of the5e objects are found on the property. The substitution of 
the concrete shaft would raise the height of the original memorial to 
-consid~rably more than.fGur feet. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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0 SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-11199 

_1700-1799 

~1800-1899 
_1900. 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BELOW 

.....ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING -LANCSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

___ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSl!RVATION -LAW 

...-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS -LITERATURE 

__ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION ~MILITARY 
___ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT -''HILOSOPHY 

_COMMUNICATION~. _INDUSTRY _!>OLITICSIGOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

_RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

--SCULPTURE 

--SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TflANSPORTATION 

_OTHER ISPECIFYI 

SPECIFIC DATES 1817, 1345 BUI LOE~/ ARCHITECT 
Lt. Thomas Towson and 
Colonel Small 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This monument was put up slightly less than three years after the 
Battle of North Point at a spot where, according to the inscription on 

. ,-

the memorial, the advanced part under Major Richard K. Heath of the F~fth 
Regiment, Maryland Militia, encountered the front of the British column 
moving toward Baltimore from its landing place.at Old Roads Bay. Here were 
killed both Major Ge~eral Robert Ro~s, the British Commander, and.Private 
Aquilla Randall of the Fifth. The skirmish took place on September 12, 
1814, at about 2 p.m.·, and historians have never resolved the questic·n of 
who killed Ross or whether he died as a result of musket fire or rifle 
fire •. Ross's own tomb at Halifax, Nova Scotia, states that he was en
gaged in routing the Americans. The defending forces indeed fell back from 

·-'.his spot, withdrawing up Long Log Lane 0. 85; mile to their fortified posi
cion at the narrowest part of Patapsco Neck, a spot on Old North Point Road 
now called Battle Acre. 

The military ev8nts are fully reported in the reports of Generals John 
Stricker and Samuel Smith, often reprinted. 

Presumably, the sl.te selected for the monument was identified with 
some accuracy; Scharf's history of Maryland states that during the skirmish 
of the advanced parties, the American left was in the woods and thei= right 
was across the road in a field. (1) Thus, the woods would have been on the 
north side (monument and tavern side) of Old North Point Road (Md. Route 
20). Battle sketches in Swanson's Perilous Fight show no structures at 
this spot; no buildings appear in Joshua ShaH's painting of 1820 which 
shows a lonely rider in a grove contemplating the spot where Ross fell. (2) 

The veterans of the skirmish returned to the site on July 21, 1817, 
and assembled the monument and dedicated it with military ceremony, all on 
the same day. The event was described in the Baltimore American of July 
28, 1817, under the headline: "Dulci et decorum est pro Patria mori. 11 

On Monday last, "THE FIRST MECHANICAL VOLUN
TEERS," one of the Companies:attached to the Fifth 
Regiment erected on the spot where the advanced 
party under Major Heath was e·ngaged with the British 
forces, a MONUMENT to the memory of AQUILLA RANDALL, 
one of the members, who fell in that skirmish.~ 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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The company, headed by their c~rnmander, Capt. 
B. C. Howard, marched from town at an early hour; 
and having been joined on the ;round, at eleven 
o'clock, by Col. Heath, Lt. Col. Barry, Major 
Steuart, and several other officers of the regi
ment, the ceremony of putting up the Monument was 
then conunenced, and in a very 3hort time completed 
under the direction of Mr. Towson (Lieut. of the 
Company)--Indeed, much corrunendation is due to this 
gentleman (and no less to Col. Small, who assisted 
in th€ design) for the style and good taste in 
which the Monument is executed. He has aimed at 
simplicity and neatness, and he has not been dis
appointed. 

The monument is a pyramid of white stone, about 
four feet high, resting on a well proportioned 
pedistal, which bears the four following inscrip
tions: 

(On the side facir.g ~he Road) 

How beautiful is Death, when earned by Virtue 

(On the opposite side) 

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF AQUILLA RANDALL 
Who Died in bravely defending his Country and his home, 

On the memorable 12th of September, 
1814 

Aged 24 years. 

(On the side up the Road) 

THE FIRST MECHA.i.~ICAL VOLUNTEERS 
Cormnanded by Capt. B.C. Howard, 

in the 5th Regi~ent M.M. 
HAVE. ERECTED THIS MONUMENT, 

As a tribute of their respect for 
THE MEMORY OF 

THEIR GALLANT BROTHER IN ARMS 

(On the side down the Road) 

IN THE SKIRMISH 
WHICH OCCURRED AT THIS SPOT, 

Between the advanced party under 
Major Richard K. Heath,· 

Of the fifth Regiment M.M. 
And the front of the British Column, 

Major GENERAL ROSS 
Commander of the British Forces, 

Received his MORTAL WOUND. (3) 

.. 



ITEM 8 SIGNIFICANCE 
CONTINUATION SHEET Page 2 AQUILLA RANDALL MONUMENT 

The American also carried the full text of Captain Howard's speech, wr.'.ich 
contained the senten~es: 

It was here that the haughty General who decl~~ed 
he did not care if it rained Militia atoned ~-:::...th 
his life for his opinion •.•. My friends we have 
done-·-We cornmi t this Monument to Destiny and Time. 

Still alive in 1839, Captain Howard, having become a General 7 gave the Defen
ders' Day address at the cornerstone laying ceremonies for a never-to-be-com
pleted monument at B'3.ttle Acre; as Orator of the Day, the General "adC:~ressed 
the assembled multitude for about an hour an6 a half." (4) 

The Mechanical Volunteers committed the monument "to Destiny and Time," 
and neither one took much care of it. Eventually a hotel was built close to 
the site, the Monument Hotel or Monument House, and·a "Monument House" post 
office existed from 1867 to 1872 and from 1879 to 1880. The hotel appears on 
the 1850 J.C. Sidney map and was then Mrs. Russel's. Taylor's lfr59 map showed 
it as J. & T. Bowen's Monument House. The 1877 atlas showed it property of 
John Harris. 

The monument was practically new when an engraving of it was mad~ by 
J. Hill and published in 1820 by Matthew Carey of Philadelphia in a vclume 
entitled Picturesque Views of American Scenery. At the time the painting 
that s€rved as the model for-the engraving nad been made by Joshua Shaw, the 
monument stood unfenced in a clearing, upon a very slight mound without any 
structure in the background. (5) 

A .view of the monument appears in Benson·J. Lossing's Pictorial· Field 
oook of the War of 1812; when drawn in November, 1860, an iron fence closely 
boxed~n the monument on four sides. The vie·// .had been taken from Samuel ___ _ 
Cole's house. (Gr I~ first appeared in Harper's Monthly about four years 
later. (7) 

Scharf in 1881 noted, "The monument shows but slight traces of the hand 
of time, and the inscriptions are bold and legible." (8) 

·A Sunday feature article of.1907 stated that General Ross had fallen 
just east of the monument. The lady rnention~d in the story was the widow 0£ 
John Butchsky, the last postmaster at "Monument House." · 

It is probable that Randall i~· not buried beneath it. 
Some ~en years ago, when it waa toppling over, Mrs. 
John Butchsky, propritress of the Monument House, in 
front of which it stands, had it taken down and the 
foundations renewed. 

Although it is of marble, Mrs. Butchsky keeps it well 
painted. In form it is an obelisk on a pedestal, 
about nine and on-half feet high in all, and it is 
surrounded by an iron railing .. Each of the four faces 
of the pedestal has an inscription, that on the side 
next to the road being "How beautiful is death when 
earned by virtue. 11 --the last word being spelled "vertue." 

•• ~ Beneath this until the present year there appeared 
in black paint the legend, "Kept in repair by Mrs: John 
Butchsky. " ( 9) 
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The official program fo:r. the Star-Spangled Banner Centennial of 1914 

showed the monument in good ccmdition, with its close-in fence unchanged 
from tr.e engraving of 1860. (lC) 

'I'"\'·- monument was flat on the ground and cars were parking over it when 
Eli Bt;. _avas purchased the Monument House Bar in 1944. Buniavas, a r .. ative 
of Cr .cia, migrated to West Virginia in 1909, and became a coal miner and 
later .... crked in factories and on construction jobs. When he acquired the 
tavern in 1944, the monument came with it. - Ml:. Buniavas spent $7,000 to 
restore the monument, and he had the worn lettering painted on with black. 
The monument bore an inscription, "Rebuilt Oct. 14~ 1945 by Eli Buniavas 
(Monument House)." The rebuilding was a rather elaborate production ·for so 
small a monument - Mr. Buniavas set it atop a'concrete wedding cake pyramid, 
five steps high, surrounded by an iron fence,- and the entire area enclosed 
in an eliptical lawn·9o feet long by 20 f~et wide, the lawn shored up by 
curbstone material. (11~ 

Mr. Buniavas built a concrete-block addition to the bar in 1950. Some 
old -structure apparently survives in the present building - a cornice. 
smothered in sprayed-on rusticated stucco, old-looking rooms to the Iear of 
the public rooms. Buniavas died in 1962 and his executor split up tt.e prop
erty, selling the bar to a partnership and turning the rest of the ac..reage 
and the monument over to Mr. Buniavas' heir, Mr~; Rose Groh. 

Executor T. Bayard Williams, Jr. had drawn a proposed 21 by 26-foot 
parcel under the title "Monument Lot" which he hoped the State of Maryland 
might acquire. However, the state did not act.· (12) 

For a while, th~ forgotten monument had a self-appointed caretaker: 

Earl A. Costenbader, 54, an assistant general 
foreman at Bethlehem Steel, who lives in a 
brick house next door, once took care of the 
m~nument, but no more. 

"Ii used to maintain it but it got so I'd ruin 
my: lawn mower on bottles every time I tried 
to mow the grass," he said, "I gave up on it." 
(:'.;~) 

" 
In early 1977, ·Mrs. Groh of Ohio sold the entire property to Mr .. J. 

Sheridan Mcclees, a professional real estate appraiser, who obtained a per
mit to build a waret.ouse on the property. Mr. Mcclees first offered to give 
the monument to the 3altimore County Department of Recreation and Parks, and 
also considered moving it out of the path of a proposed driveway. 

On the 160th eve of putting up the monument, July 20, 1977, Dundalk and 
"Neck" residents were astonished to find the monument disassembled, and there 
was even greater conste-rnation in the Baltimore County law office and other 
agencies, when the Buniavas concrete pylon or pedestal was bulldozed on the 
next day, the anniversary itself. There was much relief among preservation
ists when Mr. Mcclees explained that he intended to replace the monument in 
its 1817 condition when the construction work: was completed. (14). 
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Ui]GEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY--------

Immediate area of monument. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DES • .:RiPTION 

Yet undetermined; construction in progress. 

LIST ALL STATES AtlD COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR.COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE None COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/ TITLE 

John McGrain .E,,<eeonr.e-J~.4a Y, 
ORGANIZATION ;8,,,L.f//T~,(lj? c!&oAJTY 
Office of Planning and Zoning 

STREET & NUMBER 

401 Bosley Ayern 
CITY OR TOWN 

Towson 

None 

DATE 

July 25, 1977 
TELEPHONE 

494-3495 
STATE 

Maryland 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. - · 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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