
BA-72 
Montrose, site, and grave of Alexander Nesbit 
0.2 mile east of York Road, 
near present Cranbrook Road 
Texas (Cockeysville) 

early 1800s 

This long stucco-covered stone house was built in a vernacular style, and 

also had farm buildings and a burial ground. The property was once owned by 

Judge Alexander Nesbit (1777-1857), a native Scot and 26-year president of the 

St. Andrew's Society, which he founded in 1806. He was a Judge and chief 

Judge of the Baltimore City Court for 40 years (1817-1857), serving with such 

jurists as Worthington, Nicholas Brice, and William McMechen, among others. 

He was also the son of the Reverend Charles Nesbit, President of Dickenson 

College, Carlisle, PA. A chartered train carried his remains to Texas 

(Cockeysville) during his funeral. In 1965, Julius Mandel planned to preserve the 

house as a private club, but in 1966 it was demolished to build the Yorktown 

Apartments on Cranbrook Road. The property was once part of the original 

Nesbit estate of Ellen-Gowan which comprised a huge acreage in what is today 

the Padonia-Timonium area. 

The graveyard is a family plot surrounded by a 5 ft. stone wall, containing 

three grave monuments about 8 ft. high upon which a brief history is inscribed. 

The markers are for Judge Alexander Nesbit, his wife Mary (daughter of John C. 

Owings), and their three infant sons. The plot contains various trees and ivy, 

and until construction began on the apartment complex, had been set amidst 



thick forest. During construction, the wall was damaged in places and the 

monument of Mary Nesbit was toppled. 
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wall, containing 3 grave monuments about 8 ft. high upon 

which a brief history is inscribed.The markers are for Judge 
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Since then, the forest has been leveled(for an apt. 

complex ),the wall has been damaged in places, and the 

monument of Mary Nesbit has been toppled. 
.j1 

This property was once part of the ori,ftal Nesbit 

estate of Ellen-Gowan which comprised a huge acerage in what I 

is today the Padonia-Timonium area. 
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Maryland 
Baltimore County 
Dietr. VIII 
York Road, Texas 

ear1y 1800'e 

o'3 001%30<.f 
BA-72 

Montrose 

Large house of stone, cement-covered, farm buildings 

and burial grounds. Owned by Alexander Nesbit (1777-1857) 

a Scotsman. Presently owned by Ju1ius Mandel, a developer; 

plans are, to preserve the house and three acres as a 

private club. 
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Ju1y 29, 1965 


