
'.]erber ::ouse 
3outh side 01· ~hawan ~d. 

east 8f 3e2ver 
:::oc:-:eysv i. 1_:_e 

The earliest stone section 01 tILis nous<= bears a jstestone 

of 1~1: in the ~opstone of the east gao1e. 1n1s was orooably 

A small rrame wing now reo1aces Lne or1~1na1 nouse 

wnicu oeLongea t.o ;.branam rrice. A I~811y cemeGcry is nearo; 

with graves 01 meruoers v.i. vtll s ..;iuaKer 1 arni ..... y. 
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Gerber House 

llLOCATION 
STREET• NUMBER 

South a1de of Shawan Road East of Beaver Dam Road 
CITY, fOWN 

Cooke711v1lle 
STATE 
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.CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
-DISTRICT -PUBLIC 
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-STRUCTURE -BOTH 
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STATUS 
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_ WOAIC IN PROGRESS 
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- OBJECT _IN PROCESS - YES RESTRICTED 
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~NO 

iioWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 
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B DESCRIPTION 

x_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

KALTER ED 

CHECK ONE 

_!oRIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE. __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

~he Gerber Eouse appears to be the house related to the Price 

CP.rnetery, :::::t.ej as owned by ?rice on the 1850 map. It is of stone, 

two storeys in heiQ:ht, two bays in length, rneasurin>:r approxi!!lately 

18 by 20 feet. A datestone inscribed 1811 is said to remain in 

the wc:tlls, now covered with a heavy growth of ivy. ~he: principal 

entrance is in the westerly bay of the north facade and a 6/6 win-

dow is in the easterly bay; the south facade is s1'.!11lar, alti-,o• .. urh 

a two-·storey f!'ame addition covers it. -:'he addition 3pr:earH as 

thou;r1--1 it may have been two storeys of porches; the fir~t storey 

window is considerably smaller than it~ counterpart in the nor+-"1 

facade. ,1 chimney rises flush with the east :rable; a w1ndow to itF 

south in the first storey is a modern insertion. 

Internally the house is a sin~le roo~ in the first storey; 

the second storey was not examined. ,, ma~rn i ve fireplace is in t !-ie 

east end with a massi\re hewr. tirrber lintel. ~ewr: floor joists of 

the ·e:·nd floor are exposed. The fireplace is north of center ~nd 

modern second-storey floorin~ to its south suggests a location for 

an enclosed winding stair, now removed. Interior finiRhes are pla1~, 

void of mouldin~s. A crawl space is beneatr t~1s room and fir~t 

floor joists are of lo~. 

No stone west wall exist8, s1;.~~esting tr.at the stone sectio~ 

wai; cuilt, in sequence, after a structure to its west. -,_ihe present 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -ARCHEOLOGY·PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

-1500-1599 MGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

. X...1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT lJnknow"l 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

:lhe ::;erber nouse on t'ie .Sout.r. t;ide of Shawan Road nesr 

3eaver Dam Road, was built during the first quarter of t,i--.e nineteenth 

century. It appears on the 1823 3altimore County tax assessment 3.S 

the dwelling of J\braham Frice and since a datP-stone m9rked "1qll" 

is located in the topstone of the gable at the east end, it is likely 

that the earliest portion was built 3.t that time. 

Frice inherited parts of two tracts, Lon~ Look s.nd Long Tract, 

from hi~ father, Stephen Frice. coth were very early patent~. 

dating from 1729 and 1737, respectively. Fart of ~he property 

was ~old to the 1oshl::ind Iron Company but the easternmost half v.:as 

retained by the family and their ~urial ground is located near 

this dwelling. 

:~rice's youngest son, Jos~ph E.J. I-rice, lost the house by 

default of a mort~age in 1879 and it has been o~med ~Y nurnerous 

people since then. 

·::he marker inscribed 11 J .E." on the edge of Shaw'3.n Roa1 ba8 

not been identified. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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Continuation Sheet #1 

guest1on #7 conttnued 

M-~I 
Gerber House 
Valleys H1ator1cal D1str1ct 

structure to the west ls said to be a replacement of another which 

burned about a century ago. 

A two storey frame addition 1s at the west end, 1ts north 

and south walls and its roof co1nc1dental with the stone section; 

tt measures approximately 17 by 18 feet and it 1~ two bays 1n len~th. 

Exterior walls are sheathed in board-and-batten: windows are 6/6. An 

entrance 1s 1n the easterly bay of the north facade. A one-storey 

hipped-roof porch extends across its north front, and acroRs the 

westerly bay of the stone section. A small single-flue brick chimney 

rises internally at the west end. 

The cellar beneath the west section appears to be a deepened 

crawl sp~ce; first floor joists are of straight-sawn dimensional 

material. 

Two markers are of interest. One stands on the ~est edge 

of the lawn, about midway between the hou~e and Shawar. Road, but 

1t is not v1~1ble at this time due to summer fol1a~. Another is at 

the edge of Shawan Road, just we8t of the lane into the house. It 

is a small white marble stone, cut square, with chamfered cornerR 

and pyramidal top, inscribed w1th letters carved 1n a small sunken 

panel 

J H 

The Prtce Cemetery is a small, for~otten family cemetery. The 

small white marble stones have arched or segmentally-arched tops, 

(See Continuation Sheet #2} 



Continuation Sheet #2 

Question #7 continued 

(}fi ' $01 

Gerber House 
Valleys H1stor1cal District 

all typ1cal of the mid-nineteenth century. r.ost of the marker~ do 

not 1nd1ca.te the date of birth, a date the r~qder must deduce from 

the a~e. ~lven 1n years. V1s1ble m~rkers are as follows: 

Jacob Barnhart, 1 792-18.55 

Elizabeth Rose, died 186?, age 75 

l".artha Price, relict of Abraham Fr1ce. died 1867, a~e 85 

Abraham Price 

Rebecca Constantia, wife of Abel M.W. James, dau~hter of 
Abraham and Martha Fr1ce, died 1R55, age 45 

William R. Lynch, died 1855, a~e 17 

Kary A. p. Price, dau~hter of Abraham and Yartha Price, 
died 1854, age 58 

Asemeth Wallet, died 1879 (?). a~e 85 

Unmarked fieldstone 

Prior to the twentieth century, burials were often 1n private 

family cemeteries, located on the family farm, a pract1c~ble way 

of life when farms remained, or were expected to remain, 1n a family 

for many generations. Aa is so often the case, this farm has 

changed hands many times and the cemetery is for~otten; this one 

has received virtually no maintenance for many years. These stones 

are typical unpretentious examples of mid-nineteenth century tombstone 

d eaign. 



Cont1nuat1on Sheet #3 

Question #9 continued 

B4, SO J 
Gerber House 
ValleyH Historical D\str1ct 

Sidney. J.C. Map of the Cit} and County of Baltimore~ ~aryland. 
(Baltimore , 1850). 

Will of Abraham H. Pr1ce: Will Book 14, folio JlJ, at Hall or 
Records . Annapolis . 


