
Shawan ~cnoo~house 
~ast side of ?~lls Ja. 

north of ~hawan ?d. 
:;ot Acces::;ib2e 
'~ire:;. :s2; 

This was a typical rural one-room schoolhouse, erected 

on land purchased by the 3al tir.iore c:ounty Schoo: c;o;n.:;iissior; 

in 1882. The buttresses of this structure are not typica~ 

of other schoolhouses in the region 2nd hint of the mid-19th 

century Italianate style. The school closed in t~e 192J's anj 

was converted into a dwelling thereafter. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

?he Shawan Schoolhouse is a one and one-half storey brick school-

house, three bays in length, its principal (gabled) facade close to 

the Falls Road, facing west. Criginally a one-room rural schoolhouse, 

it has been adapted as a dwelling with the addition of partitions and 

other alterations. 

Original windows were 9/9 and the ori~inal sash are now incorpor-

ated into a small glazed porch extending from the east bay of the south 

side. Original marble sills remain in place but the heads of the mason-

ry openings are lowered. Originally identical entrances were at the 

extreme west edge of the westerly bay of both the north and south sideF· 

boys are said to have used the north door, girls the south. These 

openings have been filled and the principal entrance is a new doorway 

centered in the west end, sheltered by a one-storey hipped-roof porch 

extending across the entire end. Brick buttresses or pilasters, void 

of mouldings, shoulders or any other adornment, mark' each bay. trick 

walls are laid in cornffion bond with every seventh course headers. Three 

dormers were added to each roof slope in adapting the former attic into 

living space. 

The foundation and parapet walls of the west front porch, walls 

of the s.:JUth porch to the windowsills, a small garage southeast of the 

house, and retaining walls forming a series of terraces in the yards 

are all constructed of concrete blocks broken into regular rectangular 

shapes, taken from concrete paving of Falls Poad, laid in the late 192f 

removed in the early 1930's. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Shawan Schoolhouse is a rural one-room school typical of all 

which served America's rural communities after the establishment of 

public education in the nineteenth century. The land upon which this 

building stands was sold the the Country School Commission in 1882 by 

the heirs of Thomas Griffith for $200. ~he small amount of money ex-

changed indicates that the schoolhouse was probably built afterwards. 

The buttresses of this example are not typical of the other 

county sc~oolhouses (q.v.); they hint of the mid-nineteenth century 

Italianate style. 
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*At "Greenwood," Baltimore County School Superir:-:endent's 
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