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Western Run Schoéol

Southwest side of Western Run
Rd. near Western Rd.

Not accessible

c. 1B60

The PBoard of County Scool Commissloners purchased the property
from the Matthew family who had owned the land since 1800 and it is
presumed that the school house was erected at their expense. The
one-rvom building was, spatially and functionally, like all rural
school houses of its era; unlike most, however, it was distinguished
by an arched ceiling and, probably, by a trussed roof structure.
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
K EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D __RUINS X _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (iF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Western Run Scheool 1s a one and one-half storey gable roofed
structure of rubtle stone, three bays in length. PBRuilt as a one-room
school in the mid-nineteenth century, it has been altered and adapted as
a residence,.

Originally, its principal entrance was centered in the east end;
three 6/6 windows were on each side; wood lintels supports masonry above
the openings and shutters or blinds hung at the windows. The roof pitch
was slightly lower than it is today, and a semi-circular opening through
each gable 1lit or ventilated the attic space. The single room inside had
a simple plaster finish, and its plastered ceiling is said to have been
arched. A board with hooks for hanging coats is said to have been at-
tached to the wall all around the interior about shoulder-high; a small
portion remains near the southwest corner in the present kitchen,

Additions and alterations to adapt the structure to residential
use include:

An external stone chimney with fireplace, centered on the east end,

covering the door and arched opening above

Raising the roof ridge about three feet, with three dormers on thke

north slope and one long shed-dormer on the south

A wide shed-roofed porch and small addition on the south side

Altering the west window on the north side and the east window on

the south side to doors

(see continuation sheet #1)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE
.’ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

__PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —__COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 _—ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION — LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE EEDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
—1700-1798 —ART __ENGINEERING —MuUSIC —THEATER
X _1800-1899 —COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
- 1800- __COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES c.1 860 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house was & one-room school for the Western Run community
from 1859 until 1908. The Board of County School Commissioners purchased
the property from the Matthews family who had owned the land since 1800
and it is presumed that the school house was erected at thelr expense,

In 1920, the now defunct school was sold to James Durham and in
‘935 was advertised for public sale as a stone, 1 storey nouse containing
four rooms with a bad roof and peeling plaster. There was neither elec-
tricity nor modern improvements in the building. A frame stable, and two
chicken houses were nearby as was a fine orchard.1 The present owners,
¥Mr., and Mrs. lawrence Savin purchased t£e structure in 1936 and have

remodeled it extensively.

1 - From Judicial Liber 405/385-6

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Torntinuation Sheet #1

Juestion #7 continued

Adding 8 large window through the west end in “he first storey,
a smaller one ir the second storey, and closing the west semi-
circular opening in the gable with stone

RFemoving the arched ceiling, replacing it with a conventional

second floor

Adding partitions as required in both storeys for its new use



