
:.:.ooert ·.:oodcock :-;ouse 
;;orth si :ie of 3e l fast ;=tj. 

near ~oyce ~~ne, 3utler 
~~ot J.ccessic,le 
l.794 

One of the earliest buildinGs in the area, this beers the 

aatestone: 

~r.: 

1794 

It appears on the 1793 ?ederal tax as the home of Robert ~oodcoc~. 

There are certain elements of Pennsylvania architect~re recalled 

in its cent roof lnow missing, but o~tlined in the south wal:) 

and corner chimney. Formerly, there was an addition o~ tne 

east end which housea the Javisville school until it was conso~-

1dated w~th the 3utler school in tht ~~9J's. 
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William E. Davis' Tenant House 
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North side of Belfast Road near Joyce Lane 
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fl DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

d;GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

-2fALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Davis Tenant House is a two storey, two bay stone house 

facing south with a two storey, two bay frame west wing, its walls 

and roof coinciding with the original. Approximate measurements of 

the two sections are as follows: 

Original stone house 
Frame west wing 

18 by 22 feet 
18 by 18 feet 

A datestone between the second storey windows in the south 

front is inscribed 

1794 

A stone chimney rises from the northeast corner 01 the house, 

f i.ush with those two exterior 1valls. The roo1 is gabled. The 

principal entrance, sheltered by a small one-bay-square portico 

with turned columns, is in the west bay of the south 1·runt; a 6/6 

window with louvered blinus is in the east bay. Another door, 

sheltered by a smaller similar portico is centered on the east end 

and both bays of the north side contain doors, snelterea by a shea~ 

roofed porcn. 1wu o/6 windows with louverea oi.inas are in t:.. ~ suut:.h 

front 1 .s secuna s"t.urey, but tney are not a.Ligned over upernngs below. 

une similar winaow is iu tne north side's second storey, again 

not aiignea above eitner opening be.Low. A smal.L wi,.dow in the east 

gab.Le ena 1ig11~s the attic storey. Formerly a ce.Llar entrance was 

in tne east ena, near the soutneast corne1·; it has been c.Losed wit:.h 

stone. 

\See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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II SIGNIFICANCE 

.'ERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 bGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_ 1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

:&1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_ 1800-1899 -COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

.-1900- -COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES - ; ),. BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY! 

Located on the northwest side of tle.uast Road in Javis-

VJ...Lle, t.nis interesting O.ld house appear·:::, t.o recall Pennsylvania 

arcnitect.ure 111ure than I·Iary.land, with its \!OrruerJ pent roo1 and 

its corner cnimney. The uatestone indicates that it was buil.t 

1or rtooert WooacocK in lt~4. Arcnival research reveal.s t.nctt 

wooaco~A receivea a patent 1or ~~~ acres 01 Auuition to tirotner-

nooa in 17~1 ana tnat the land was improved by l 7'J'd at the tiiae 

01 the Yeaeral tax assessment. 

In 1810, \•.:oodcock left part 01 tue .land to his a.aughter, 

Deborah, wno had married Samuel uavis. lt was ~van Davis, t.heir 

son, who establisned the Davis Plow factory just across the road 

to the sout-h of this ::;ite, ana according to the present owner, 

WiLLia~ E. Davis, several generations of the family were born 

L. this house. At one time there was also an audition on the 

east end of tne house which served as tne Davisville school. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Patent to Addition to 3rotherhooa: ~atent Liber IC #E fo~io 812, 

in Ha~l of Recoras, Annapolis. 

Federal Jirect Tax Assessment of 1798. 
(See Continuation Sheet #4) 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 12 2 acres + 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
"IAME' TITLE 

Catharine F. Black and James T. illollon, Jr. AIA 
ORGANIZATION OA :E 

For Valleys Historical District Project Seotember 1976 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1114 Bellewore Road 323-3798 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Marylapd 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



Javis Tenant House 
1slleys ~istorica: Jistrict 

Continuation Sheet .£1 
·1 --

;uestion i'l continued 

A oue storey gabled roof is outlinea in blac.><. tar on 

the east end and ;,iany layeI's O.L wnite and blue wash on the north 

vr rear wall inaicate a for:-:i.e1 one-storey aaai t.Lon tnere • 

. ~cross the south frout,, at- t.ue secoua fl-OOr J..ine, L.ue 

erius u1 some Joists ar'"' cut 1'.lusn W.L0D t-1ie wa.L.L ana onviuus smal.l. 

patcnes in i:..ne si:..oneworK inu1cat.e tne 1orrner J.ucat.Luns oi ut.ner 

JOl.St-s, as t.11ougn 1 or a l orrneJ. pent ruor. 

In1,erna..L..Ly, ct narrow hal.L occupies the 1·:ester::..y bay, 

with a single large room to its east. An open stair, with an 

intermeaiate landing, rises to the second floor at the north end 

or the nal~; its ~oulded rail is supported by plain square balusters 

and newels rising above a ciosea string. 

A corner fireplace or average size in the northeast 

corner ~f the first storey room is of exposed stone; the rirebox 

opening is segmentally arched and it has an iron crane. 

The second floor is divided a~ong two smaller rooms and 

a hall of reducei Length. A closet door in the easterLy room is 

of six fully-raised panels with integrai ovolo mouldings on stiles 

and raiLs. The chimney extends diagonally across the northeast 

corner out no fireplace is apparent. 

~enerally the simple interior finishes and details 

throughout are of the 2Jth century. 

(See Continuation Sheet #2) 



Javis Tenant Souse 
v~1:eys ~istorical Jistrict 

Continuation Sheet #2 

Question #7 continued 

The stair to the attic is enclosed and considerably 

steeper. ~rom within the stairway, \·ride vertical beaded ooards 

are exposed forming the enclosing partition, covered with ~odern 

finishes externally. The west gable is furred, lathed and plas-

tered in the attic, the hand-split lathes being attached with rose-

headed wrought-iron nails. A partition of rough vertical boards 

divides the attic into two rooms; the boards are attached to a 

rafter with cut nails but the bevel-edge tri:n around the doon:ay 

in this ~artition is attached to the partition boards with rose-

headed wrought-iron nails. Perhaps the partition was ori~inally in 

a lower storey, its materials relocated to the attic in the 19th 

century with the pieces of door trim remaining on their respective 

boards. The nit-sawn rafters are mortised, tenoned and negged at 

the ridge. Attic floors are fastenea with wrought-iron nails. 

n cellar extends beneath the entire house; first floor 

joists are of log. There is no fireplace in tne cellar. 

The exterior walls of the west wing are covered with 

asbestos shingles. ~indow locations are regular and consistent: 

two 9/6 windows on the north and south sides of the first storey, 

two 6/6 windows on either side ab:)ve, all with louvred blinds. 

A shed-roofed porch extends across its west end, sheltering 3 

door near the southwest corner; its northerly bay is enclosed as 

a pantry. A single-flue chimney rises in the middle of this ~ing. 

(See Continuation Sheet #3) 



'"'"'· J .... ~~~nant ;{:>use 
~~Lle:s ~istoricai Jistrict 

Continuation Sheet ;J 

Question #7 continued 

Internally the wing is divided into two rooms on each 

floor, the chimney being in the dividing oartition. The stone-

walled cellar extends beneath the wing and the straight-sawn 1irst 

f 1oor joists are exposed. 

The wing probably dates fron the 18~0-i8t) period. 



Continuati-n Sheet 
; . 
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;uest1on 19 continued 

~ill of ~obert ~oodcock (1B07) ~ill Jook 9 folio 75 in H~ll of 
Records, Annapolis. 


