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BA-SJ.3 
tllack ttock ~arm ~vallanan House 1 
.North siae of Stringtown t\C1 . 

east 01 ~alls ttd. 
l'10t access1 ole 
Circa .L~2;-.lt)40 

'l'his smal.L stone 1arm nouse was prooao.Ly the nome 01 i:.he 

cenan"to 1armer on Jotw.s • Black ttock .ttarm. l'ax rt:cords inaicate 

tha~ i:.he !drm haa a dweliing house on it at least as early as 

1852, and architeci:,ura1ly it appears to be as early as the 

beginning of i:,he second quarter of' the nineteenth century. 

The bank barn is typical of all barns in the area, built into 

a hil~side facing south . 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

Tenant 2ouse on Black Rock Farm 
AND/OR COMMON 

~illiam H Callahan House 

0LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

::\orth side of Stringtovm Road, east of Falls Road 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRiCT 

Eutler _ VICINITY OF 

STATE 

vara11 and 
DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT 

X..BUILDINGtSI 

_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 

_PUBLIC _OCCUPIED 

KPRIVATE ~UNOCCUPIED 
_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

XNO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

'>',illiarr: :~. Callahan 
STREET & NUMBER 

500 t. 29th Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Ealtimore _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Baltirrore County Courthouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington Avenue 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson m REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE None 

DATE 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _?ARK 

_EDUCATIONAL X..PRIVATE RESIDENCl 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

__ GOVERNMENT _SCIENTiFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER 

235-9400 

ST A TE ' z l. 12, coq_e 
Earyland ~12lb 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

5475 
323 

STATE 

1''.arvland 

_FEDERAL _STATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

·CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

~FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X...ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Callahan Eouse is a stone house, one and one-half storeys in 

height, one long bay in length; it measures approiimately 16i by 19 

feet. This structure, which probably dates frorr. the early 19th 

century, appears not to be a principal dwelling but rather a kitchen 

house or a tenant house. No larger early dwelling remains on this 

property. 

The principal front is the south gable end, containing a window 

and a door in the first storey, two windows above; east and west sides 

contain a single window in the first storey only; and the north end 

contains two small windows in the u-pper storey only, flanking the 

chimney which rises as a brick stack flush v.ri th the north gable wall 

All windows are void of sash but the remaining frames are of narrow 

beaded material. The sash were probably 6/6. Vasonry above openings 

is supported by ffiassive rough stone lintels. 

Internally each storey consists of a single room; a large fire-

place is in the north end of the first storey, its wooden lintel 

chamfered away from the flames on the inner side. A.n enclosed stair 

rises east of the chimney. Interior finishes are void of rrouldings, 

the windows and doors being trimmed with plain material. The hewn 

second floor joists, and the underside of the flooring, are heavily 

coated with whitewash, a.11 covered by later pla.ster on circular-sawn 

lathe. The rafters are mitered at the ridge. 

p,_ very large barJ.i.: barn stands west of the house. The taller upper 

or loft story, with i.ts gambrel roof cantilevers over the south grou 

storey wall to shelter entrances and Viindows to the stalls within. 
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

(See Sontinuation Sheet Jl) 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

:RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC _ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

_ 1400-1499 -ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_1500-1599 UGRICULTUR~ _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ 1600-1699 ~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

. }:_ 1800-1899 _COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER (SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES Fnknown BUILDER/ ARCHITECT :Jn.known 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Callahan House, located on Stringtown .Road just east of Falls 

Road, is probably the surviving tenant house of the Johns' family's 

Black Rock Farrr. The land was patented as Eiller's Delight in 1798 

by Richard Johns and inherited by John Tolley Johns about 1850. 

The 1852 Baltimore County tax shows improvements on the land, al-

though the 1823 tax does not. Testi~ony in an 1870 equity case indi-

cates that there were tenants on the property and that both the land 

and bu~ldings had been abused and were in poor condition. Cne house 

and a lime quarry may be seen in t~is location on the rlat ~hich was 

prepared for the trial. 

Shao rack Kemp, who rurchased the farm at public sa.le, owned other 

prorerty nearby and probably had a tenant farmer living there. Not 

until about 1911, as indicated by taxes, were there other buildings 

surrounding this house. The 1918 tax assessment specifically lists 

this as "'Tenant house #2" and gives :iimensions which corresr;ond to 

those of the present structure. 

The property .has been farmed continuously and was not divided 

until 1964 when fifty acres were sold to the Young gen'e Christia~ 

Association for its Black Rock Ca~p. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
Judicial Libers JR L5 folio 188 and LVE 161 folio 427 (John J. Caldwt 

et al vs. John T. Johns). 

Flat Book 1 folio 153. Land Records Cffice. Bal'l.imore County Courthouse 

Baltimore County tax assessments: 1852, 1876, 1896, 1911, 1918. 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 16 c::!;. acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME, liTLE 

Catharine F. Black and Ja~es ~. Wollan Jr AIA 
'.)RGANIZATION 

For Valleys Historical District Fro~ect 
ST'lEET & NUMBER 

lllh .5ellemore Road 
CITY OR TOWN 

Baltimore 

DATE 

TELEPHON~ 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1109 



Continuation Sheet #1 

Question #7: Description: 

~fo- 7) z 3 
Callahan House 
Western Run-Belfast Rd. 
Historic District 

That south wall in the ground storey is of frame but other walls of the 

ground storey are of stone. 


