
This lcr;:;e stone house :'._s believed to have been bl~"-lt sometime 2etweer, i=o=;
lC:lJ '.:1d 1:0s s,c~, is a t:cod exa. ple cf Federal pericd arc~;itecture. T::.e house :'l'as 
k.e homestedd cf t:.-w ncwen fa'Tlily fer most o:f.' t::e 19th centi;.ry. .Jilliam Bm·:en 
and rns followers were wheelwric;hts and blacksrr,iths x-1d t[ce location of t:'lis hcr::e 
on wuat was then t:-.e new York T'J.rnp:Jce is nc accident. 

It is kr:cw~. taa.t t.ne lar"'e residence wa.s cnce s~rrounded OJ a half a dozen 
or more lo.:, buildings witr. two cf tn.em Lei.'1G wl1ee:lwriE;ht ar,d blacksmith shops. 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST f' ..... ; ; - _; , / ' '--; ~- i \ 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

Bowen Eouse , :; , '\ e 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

40 York ::.oad 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson 
STATE 

l·.<. ·land 

DcLASSIFICA TION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

..XBUILDINGIS) .A.PRIVATE 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH 

_VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

K..OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS ~YES· RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

~COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

NAME 

Lawrence H. Kamner Telephone #: B23-lo81 
~~~~~~~~~ ~~~-~~~--~~~~~~~~~-~~~-~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~ 

STREET & NUMBER 

40 York Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson _ VICINITY OF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC ~iew Courts Building 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Towson 

STATE I Zlp code 
Maryland 2120L 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

haryland 21204 

0 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 



ID DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

X...FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

X-ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

:&.ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DAT~d..:iter 77 173 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Tne original porticn c.f t:ie 3owen · .oi.;.se is ccnstri.;.cted of sto11e a:-:j i.s twc 
stories high with a finis:1ed attic an.d fi...;.l::_ '..:Jaser~er1t being five bays in -.·:idth and 
two bays deep (40' x 20'). The slate covered rcof (original shingle) is f:able
ended and ther _ are three pedine::--1ted dormers on t::-,e west side. (main facade :'aces 
York Road) . Tne 19 30' s ..7 effersonian art :Sele :-:ientions domers on bo-:h sides. 
The ~:ables are deeply corniced. Two inter5or er.d c ::iJr,nies serv2: fireplaces on 
three d ~ fferent levels. TLe:r ::-~ave ':Jr~ ck caps. 

The fenestration is generally r.?gular but w~t~ exceptions. Frio:- to corr,__~,ercial 

alterations in t'.-',e lS'L'.::' s the c:ain facade had a o.lc sas:-" window iT, eac'.1 of '::-he :--ive 
ba~--s except for t .. e central ba. cf t e first lec:el w>ic:, contains the entrance. 
There was a full ore'·: t:-a.t aprears ~n a r;:ioto in a c. 173~:' s article in the 
Jeffersonian. T',.e 1C5:'' s ens~ra:'1ce policy :r:entio.ns a 11 fra'11.e porch 11 on t:~e west 
s~de 7' .z: 46'. 

'.L:'1e norti1 and soi.:t .. ends are wi:'.dowless on F~e second floor. ,, single 
sas .. ,,,·indow ve:its t,:e we.st oa; oc-" t1:~e first level cf t .e south e:-id. The first 
storJ· of t_--,e norti1 erd b:.s two wil.::1ows. .;:...ac:. of t'.:e '- alle-e:J.ds contc,ins two 
rcund arc. w::_ndc.iws w:-.ic .. Oier:. 1ip er. eit:ier side cf t~«:: chmne;;. 

The entire east facade oi t"e crigir .. al bi.;.~ldiI::c, is obscu.red b_;- a::1 early 
20tE centur-.f frane ad.;.itior,.. T:,e additio~: is a two storJ construction :·::'..th a 
i:1ipped ruof and clapboa.r;J si3.i'-';c;. :i.t is alsc five ca" s lon:.., ar,d two deep 
and .. as 6/.., sas"" w i11dows. 

Com .. T1ercid alteratiGn.S b .. s· ... c ..:ess :..ve owner·s in ti.e 2(;·tn century have 
destroyed n:uc:i cf tD.e orii:,in&l fa;~ric. ::.ome observations, hm-:ever, were possible. 

T1ie first .:'leer was laid out accordin.:; to a central hall plc..:i. Tr1e ten 
foot wide 1:all contai..'1s a 6~ a:id sta:_rs c.:1' sorts t'::at r=.ses alo:ig t:~e nort'.-1. 
wall. Tte;:r are o.;:·e:. stri.:1:,; switc:: bac. stc:."rs ~·1it:-. c. tn::n canisters and orr:.ate 
scrolled step-ends. .i.1!-.. is is t .. pica::. of the ce".ter i~all pla.:'1. Ti'"ere are 
exterior doors at both ends. 

Parlors exist or. ':_·ct'.: sides of t'."e hall. J:!.aCl~ is lig:1ted b:r deeply framed 
·.-i .. ndows and bot have ce:-itrall~.- locc,ted fireplaces wti.c;-" have bee:::i closed up • 
. 4.ccording to . rs. '-e'.'lry 1 . .'.coweri .t arlette botL fireplaces once had w1·ite 
marble Mantlepieces. J:, west window :r:. t'.le SOCltt oarlor 7teasc:res _?0 11 ~ri:le and 
65" in hei£"'.ct. It is fi.:"lished :·rit'r. a 5" wide r;oouldi:.'1£:' w~th an ovolo t~~e pro:'ile 

A doorwa~- ir1 t;·,e wast Hal:'.. of t e nort. ::--s.rlor has a raised panel frar"Je 
that is two feet wide and s c=. ests the possibilit:: oi' a.1 a:2d-on kitc::-.en or 
covered T'assa::eway leG.din.g to a sum~er kitchen (see "outb1.::.ild ings"). 

'l't~e cell?..r ca ·-::c reac'~ed by steps benee.tl-. tf:e ,-.ain stairs or b7 an 
exterior entrac,ce OL t'.;e ncrt:; end. T'.1e ·";a~ ls c.re o.:: U."'1cou.rsed ru~J·:.le. Tnere 
is a larc:e fireplace, pres-w--:abl;; "J.Sed .:.or ccck:L--1;, on ~:ie end. The descrip
tion of this 11::.use i:. ':,{,e :l_,55 .-.merica.:-1 ad ne:'.'1tio~1s its 11 base;--,ent kitcf'1en." 
It has a 5e, ;r square o:;.eYl:'..n~ u:d ::.s 3-" dee::. OL;'.1 c'.-:.:L-c-.:-ie' s ~ro"ect into t'ne 

• I !! ' • • d t . -, . • • 0 

•. :· '• 1 rvorr.s L.J._:) • 1.nere ::J...S c~ crc.h_e cl ~ e er_~_.J.Iie'.J. &~e G. .. J.J. ori~~L"'1 L.'1. t~ie .: irep &ce. 
Tr;e c.1 ::.?fae.,. a.Yid !;e;~rti1 abc v _ ~~re re info reed b;y c. ccl:=.s.r :·:a::e o:~ ~:ewr, -,;~ cd 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC -A.RCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_ 1400-1499 -A.RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ 1500-1599 -A.GRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_1600-1699 ijRCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _MILITARY 

_ 1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

x_ 1800-1899 ~COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_ 1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 
ll.00-1313 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

XTRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER IS PE Cl FYI 

This larE__:e stcne ~-,OUS8 is ··.e2-ieved to Lave ·, ee cuilt sm:.eti.me t;et-;-;een 180C-
181J 2.r.d as SL.:cJ:, is a scod example cf Federal period architecture. Ii1e house was 
tl-;e hon.e :.:tead cf L[18 i,o:;en fc..mil.; .:.or :uost of L:.e 15-tr" century. ,Jilliam .::iowen 
and :ni::: followers were w:neel;,:ri&hts and blac:r;:s;ni t!rn ar"i ti·"e location of t::-:.is hon:e 
en :-;~,at ;,.rc.s t1,en t .. e new York Turnpike is nc c.ccident. 

J..t :.s ~LOW;-~ tr;B.t tl:.e lar,
0
e resider;ce tiaS or:Ct: s·u.rrounded C"'J & htlf C.. dozen 

or r;,cre lob buil,lin,;s with two of t."er·. Ol- ~11c:;; wi1e'"lwrig;1t and bla..::ksrr.ith shops. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~ARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

See ,:.ttac'.1rrlent 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

'...,_1 ., r ('. t' I'/ 7 ,7/ ,7 ~~ 

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 



joined via ;;,ortis7.=-and-tenon. 
also in t. .. e ce:i..lar one can observe that t;,e .:~loor above is rrnde of rando:~. 

widt.'.1 ship-lap boards su:i:r,orted b,f 2" tLick joists measu.rin1:; 4" .;~ 9". 
The seco:-"d storJ repeats tr.e first in pla:s ar.d the attic is finis:-:ed in order 

to constit-.~te a third level. TLe ei.ttic r-:.;Lrris are li,:).ted b. :. e dormers. :»--:il.e 
alterations (replacement rr.aterialc], ~"re evider.t en tl!e exterior o:· t:.e dorr,ers -':,r·_e 
'::Jeaced panel:'...r..c.::, ss,,r: ti1nbers with adze r'.:arks on tf.eir ed:_;es, rand err: width rivens 
laths and [ieaded baseboards poi::.t tcwc.rds t::e 2orr::ers as orig:ir:al features. 

There is c.:: accessable sp&ce tetween t:.e ceiling and ridge :rrf.ic-... allcws 
exliI'ti.nation :::f t:.e rcof cor:.str:.;.cticn. The frar::ing 2,ll consists of rr.acf.ir:s sai-m 
rafters a:id cut r:a::..ls, t:oweve:c, tr.e ;-rincipal re.fters are lai:; jcined 2,.-1d fixed with 
_r;egs at tr:e rid;::e. It can te se'n here as welJ that tr.e c.::nrr:ney caps 2rc rsplacerr:ents. 

Cutbuildings 
Excq·::t fo:c c:. found2ticn of Goured concrete w' ic!-: :is about ):J' off cf t':'e south

east corner cf F.e lmilC::i.nr;, nct!"::in~ r8!'1.s.~r:s o:n tl-ie 01Jtbuil:-!~ngs. "."":a-!:. t'.-',ey existed 
is rroven b=, severc.l d::..fferent references. ji.n ad i..c'1 the Lmerican ::n 1P6) was for 
t·~is "stone dwelling house •.• a tena't Eouse, ":lairy 2nd exceJle:J.t s-r;ric.;: c: soft 
water, 2'"'!o1-e ::ouse 2nd ot:·.er out bu -'..l ':1:'.ngs ••• " A.not':er advertisener:.t believed to 
be fer this ~ro:ert:, wc.s prbted in tte American i..11 Sept 30, 1%1 2.nd mer.tic,,s the 
"18.rfe stone Dwelling, ::arn ':ouse, 3lacks-r:it'l Shor, ·:.'!-leelwright Shop, lair:c, Two 
Tenant's '.·ouses rnd ot!".er irpro'1e:-e:its." 

Ar~:ont; t::e :::owen fc~":', ·.ly ::1ccu~ents :rcvided b:.- !·'rs. :Tenry :'.:., 3owen Farlette is 
a_ i11s ranee ~ clic~ :'or this -;-rcrerty wr:'.tten in ;:.utust cf LS~ t-:.- tr:e '.· 1.1tual Fire 
lnsc;rance =:o:::rpany for L~ohr:. Bowen. It describes t,._e dwe::'..li.nc and =:'ists :,:it-,, its 
six n:tbi..:. 'ldings all rr.ade cf log. 

Log Dwellinc;- ~' x 2J' one and one half stories higL wit:O a cypress sr1:i.ngle 
roof loc~ted 21' east from the main dwellinc. 

Lo( 1·.ea thouse- 12' x 12' one stor:--· hic;:i with oal; sr:in,;le roof c. 6C' fror~ dwelling. 
i.o,; Chicken ;~ouse- l~;s' x 12:!..2 1 about L.+' froR ti:e meathouse. 
iog; .. or~rn.'.".op- 21.)' x 20' one story !iig.c", ou' south frora tLe ten house. 
io,;; Dwelli...11;;- adjoi...11i...'1c:; tha turnpike 16' x 24;;;:' with a stone baser:ient ,_-ith 

one and one 1mlf stories above, , lc;.s two :;:-orc:nes are on t':",e .<ortr~ and one 
on t;.t: ..;;outh c..nd a shingle roof. 

Lo;.· and Frc;me Barn- 36' x 2 c.' with 10' x 30' .:;outh shed and 36' x 14' ·,\est 
shed lc.cated on t'.~e :Test side o: ti:.e ti~rnpike. 

Cne or ootl-: of tLe lee: houses r;a;_, ha,,,e housed slaves. T~.or.es Ta,.lor's 
11 ..11. .Schoolbo~;' s i\.er.1erabrance of Towson" was pri.'1ted in 1 CS when he was :r-'cddle aged 
and recalling this portion of York Road as a ·....,o:r t:-lat "adjoining tr:e o· ~ Jowen 
l\a,..-is:ion en t'.1e ::ort'~ was a log house at one t :ime occupied by t:-,e late ·:Jeorge ·ii. 
:'ilson and after r.e vacated it an -::rishrr.an na'led Thomas Colfer cc '-'r:ed it. Torr: 
was a livel;;; cl~ ne.tive o:n tr.e :~reer.. Isle. ilfterwards :·enry I,. 3o·,ren used it as 
a paL11t s'r.or, when it 1-;as :_'in all~· tcr"'.1 down." A doc"c:r:-:ent ao:ears a'."'ong t-..e 2owen 
papers w·~ ici s1:pr;ort::: :.r. Taylor's recollection. .,.t is a.'1 as-ree:·ent cf ac;T'rer:tice
s~ir hetweer :~.~~. ?ilson cc.:--:i '.'.I. Bowen ~ade ':n "Towso!ltow;, .~.u,:-;1.ist S, l 8 6Q." 
~ilson prrn:i sed tc serve two r:icre ye<irs of 1--::: s ar.T'renticesr:i:;: providing tr.a". Bowen 
i::.romj sed to •! ir:r>ecEatel·.r adv2nce !"e to rycod h·crkn a:r:d that ~'1 t'-:e first ve'T 
?ilson receive ., ~O inde~·endent cf r::.s 1:-ioard &1d ., 12) Ee second ye·,r. =-~:e ''hoe.rd" 
·,ras "'.est l:'.,kel. -+.:.:-.e 11se of +,~ e nicer' cf t· e two lo;; tena::J.t ho-:.;ses a:-id F~lscc1 w2s 
r:robat:::.- tre.'n'nc: as a wteelwri;:-ht ar:d/or blz,c~s;-•'tn. 

'-Tohn ~-:c:Jrai.;,,' s researc'.1 al~o produced tr.e fact foat Jeedbcok 'iT 226/hch 
C,ov. 5, l~lJ: refers tc 11 :iillia;- Jowen, w>_eelwrig: t ••• " The ieL.1 ad was correct 
i.11 cit:irig t:-e SEith~ni.: a:--.d wheelwrii..'. .t shops a.s ·:.:ein.c old. A-;;parentl~,· t:.e tr:de 
_;ad bet.:n har.,ded dew:: u<· d.t least two ge:-ier.s.ticns cf t::e .bowens and the-:.r location 
right en t;1t: ~·ori<: T1jrnpike aprea.rs to have ;-.ade it a lucrative trade fer ever half 
a centlJ'y. 
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BONEN HOUSE, T01fson. 

The Bowen House at the SE corner of York Road and Linden Terrace, Towson, 
a large stone structure dated at 1799 by the Towson Bicentennial book, p. 
It stands on the tracts Jal"les Meadows and Hales Fellowship. No structure 
this size is found on the 1798 particular tax list for those tracts. The 

/ is possibly that of Williaia Towson,· advertised in 1812, as suitable for a 
.tavern. 

,,, I.I - '<( 1 
, W I 

is 
12. 

of 
house 

I ,l'- .-.·) "' , ,, ... 

~..,.,· 7 .' ! 

Descent of Title: 

Shown on TEPC Map 70, Parcel 92 ~ Solomon Kamner, lot 180 x 220 x 197 x 240 (3067/463) 

BC Liber 3067:463. 6 NOT. 1956 ••• William L. Driskill and Virginia Driskill his 
wife - to- Solomon and Lawrence H. Kamner, trading as Ken Realty Co •••• $5 plus ••• 
beginning at 60 foot avenue now known as Linden Terrace, which place of beginning 
is 170 ft south 16 degrees west from the NW corner of said land, being the land 
described in a deed from James Joyce (Boyce] and wife to Henry L. Bowen ••• 
Nov. 15, 1869 ••• and recorded among the IR of BC in Liber EHA 64:228 ••• east side 
of the York Road and running along the center of Linden Terrace 220 ft due 
east, ••• etc. ••• Same which by deed date& Sept. 20, 1938 and recorded in CYfB JR. 

· 1042 folio 412, was granted and conveyed by Noah E. Offutt, trustee, unto the 
grantors herein 

CWB JR. l042:hl2: 20 September 1938 ••• Noah E. Offutt, Trustee - Deed -to
William L. Driskill & wf ••• 20 September 1938 ••• Whereas by decree of the . 
Circuit Court in Equity dated 18th day August 1938 ••• in Virvinia A. Hagan -vs
Thomas W. Hagan, Jr. Infant Defendant •••• Offutt was named trustee to convey ••• 
$11,000 ••• No. 40 York Road ••• Same as ••• Joyce-to- Bowen ••• Being the 
same ••• which by deed ••• Dec. 20, 1895 and recorded in I.MB 217:313 was granted 
and conveyed by Adam D. Talbott to Colegate Cockey ••• 

LBM 217:313. Adam D. Talbott ••• Deed - to Colgate Cockey ••• 20 December 1895 
~5 and natural love and affection ••• same land which said party of first part 
obtained from Henry L. Bowen by deed dated 23rd day of March 1874, recorded ••• 
JB 86:lq2 ••• Beginning at center of a sixty foot avenue ••• east side of York 
Roaa ••• 1 acre ••• buildings and improvements ••• 

(The 1877 atlas showed both Willow Avenue and Linden Terrace as streets, but 
the names were not given; a Bowen Tavern is also indicated) 

••• 

Liber 

JB 86:162. Henry L. Bowen - Deed- to- Adam D. Talbott ••• 23 March 1874 ••• S5600 ••• 
parcel••• in or near Towsontown ••. ~eginning for the same at the centre of 
a sixty foot avenue ••• on the east side of York Road ••• l acre ••• improvements 
••• subject to two indentures of Uortgage recorded respectively in Liber EHA 3l..i:472 
and EHA 36, folio 18 ••• which said Indentures of Mortgage the said Adam D. 
Talbott assumes to pay ••• 
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EHA 61.!: 22e. James Boyce arxi wife - Deed to- Henry L. Bowen ••• 1$ November 1869 
••• James & Elizabeth Boyce of Baltimore County ••• $9200 ••• all those two 
tracts of land lying and beine in Baltimore County aforesaid in or near the 
village of Towsontown and described as follows that is to say: Beginning, for 
the first of said tracts at a point on the west side of the York Turnpike Roaa 

-' 12 ft NE of the NE corner of &lward Taylors land and running thence N83-3/4Vl 
bounding o,n a twelve foot lane 24 perches thence NlOiE 22t perches S77·~E 26 
perches to the York Turnpike Road, .Sl5W binding im said Turnpike Road 21-2/10 perches 
to Beginning ••• 3 acres ••• l rood ••• 

Also, one other tract ••• on York Turnpike Road ••• opposite to the tract of 
lan:i above described ••• Beginning for the sa~ at a stone planted on the NE 
corner of the land now.or formerly the property of Vlilliam Bowen as described in 
a deed from G. W. Cox and Solomon Hillen to &iward Taylor on the loth day 
of April A.D. 1843 and recorded among the Lard Records of BC in BC Liber TK 
3291 f. 280 and which sai• stone is also at the end of the north five degrees 
west twent~ nine and six tenths perches line as described in a deed from 
George W. Dobbin Trustee of John Bowen dated October 17, 1844 and recorded among 
the land records afd in Liber TK 346:163 and running thence S88W 36 perches to 
a stone, thence continuing the same course 2~ perches to the York Turnpike 
Road afd thence south fifteen degrees west 13-9/10 perches, thence continuing the 
same course 19-3/4 perches to a corner of John E. Owens land and thence south 
80-J/4 east 58 perches binding on said Owens Land to a stake thence N2iw 11-3/4 
perches to a stone and thence N2!W 29-7/10 perches to beginning ••• ll acres ••• 
3 roods •• which tracts are the same tracts of land described in a deed from 
Henry L. Bowen Trustee to James Boyce dated the 15th day of May 1866 and 
recorded in Liber BC JHL 48: $50 ••• with the improvements ••• 

JHL 48:550. Henry L. Bowen, Trustee - Deed - to- James Boyce ••• 15th May 
· 1866 ... Whereas by decree of Circuit Court ... in JO June 1864 ... in cause ... 

equity ••• Henry L. Bowen -vs- Ann M. Bonsall et al. ••• appointed trustee 
to s~l1 ••• public auction ••• James Boyce became highest bidder ••• $4850 
••• begin.~ing on west side of York Turnpike Road ••• (same description as above) 
••• 3 acres ••• 11 acres ••• · 

Equity Docket- Henry L. Bowen -vs- Ann M. Bonsall ••• 186U ••• Docket 2:147. See 
Judicial Records JHL 16:266 and W11I 85:596. 

Judicial Records JHL 16:266: Henry L. Bowen -vs- Ann M. Bons~ll, John Bonsall, 
Amanda L. Bowen ••• filed l June 1861.! ••• about Feb. 1856, John Bowen departed 
this life ••• seized of parts of "Hailes Fellowship" situated in Towson Town 
which was heretofore conveyed by George W. Dobbin, Trustee to the said John 
Bowen •••• 16 October 1844 ••• particularly described in deed ••• Exhibit A ••• 
twenty ~cres not capable of division ••• 

f. 268: decree to sell 

f. 269: property was advertised in B.C. Union, & Ml. Journal, before sale •• also 
Sun, American ••• report fil~ 11 October 1865. 

Exhibit A. (carried over to Judicial vnrr 85: 597): copy of ·BC Liber TK 346: 163 
Indenture ... George W. Dobbin, Trustee, Deed to John Bowen ... 17 October 1844 

,' 

... 
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American, Baltimore, September 29, 1865: 

TRUSTEES SALE 
OF 

VALUABLE PROPERTY 
IN TCMSONTOHN 

By virtue of a decree of the Circuit Court for Baltimore county, sitting in 

equity, the undersigned Trustee.-will sell at public sale at the Exchange 
! 

Salesroom.s, in the city of Baltimore, on THURSDAY, CCTOBER 10, 1865, at one 

o'clock, P.M., the following VALUABLE REAL ESTATE of which the late John 

Bowden (;;iri} died seized, situate and lying in the village of Towsontown, 

Baltimore county, fronting on both sides of York turnpike road and Towsontown azxi 

Baltimore Passenger Railroad, contain~ng fifteen acres arx! seventeen perches of 

excellent land together with the improvements, &c. 

Lot No. 1 contains twelve acres, three roods, and thirteen perches and is 

improved by a STONE DWELLING HOUSE, with attic and basement, about forty-five feet 

front, airy rooms, basement kitchen and fine cellar under the whole, a Tenant 

House, Dairy and excellent spring of soft water, Smoke House, and other 

outpuildings ••• 

Lot No. 2 ... 3 acres ••• 1 rood ••• 4 perches • •• log stable ••• 

••• 

The cars of the 'Jbvrsontown and Baltimore Railroad pass immediately in front 

of the door every hour of the day, each way from 6. A.~. to 7 P.M., rendering it to 

business men in the city an opportunity to be met with, ••• 

Henry L. Bowen, Trustee 
F.W. Bennett, Auctioneer 

BC Liber TK 31.!6:·163: Indenture - Deed - George W. Dobbin Trustee, to John 
Bowen ••• 17 October 1844 ••• Whereas George W. Dobbin by decree passed in case 
between Alexander C. Cook and Richard J. Cross were complaintants ani Joshua 
Parlet and others were defendants in High Court of Chancery • • • Dobbin was 
appointed trustee to sell ••• decree of 1840 ••• sold at public sale to John 
Parlet for ~2300 .•• ratified ••• John Bowen was substituted as purchaser ••• 

All that tract called James Meadows and a part of a tract called "Hailes Fellowship" 
Beginning at a corner of Jacksons land and running thence S9~','{ 19 .6 perches to a 
stake, thence S82}E 12 links to a cedar a corner of land lat~ly belonging to 
s~id James Dowen, still S82JE 112.9 perches to a stake near a Locust Tree still 

(more)-



(still) S82~E 13 links, N4~W 11-3/4 perches to a stone, then 586~ 36 perches, 
Still S86-ii'I 20} perches to a stone, still S86iW Slt perches to beginning ••• 
20 acres and 20 perches ••• saTM conveyed to Joshua Parlett and others by the 
said John Bowen py decree dated on or about the fourteenth day of April 1846 
••• recorded in Liber TK 300, f. 424 ••• buildings and improvements ••• 

Chancery Records, Liber Dl61:65h~: In Alexander C. Cook, Adm. of Ruth Carroll 
and Richard J. Cross -vs- Joshua Parlett & Leah his wife, Elizabeth Bowen and 
others. George W. Dobbin advertised in Baltimore Clipper and American before 
sale 9 March 1841 ••• lot of woodland near Towsontown containing 5 acres ••• 
sold same to Dr. Josiah Marsh ••• lot of woodland near Bea ttys Powder Mill sold 
to Edward Buchanan ••• on 28 October 1841 , •• sold 4~ acres to Thomas Hillen 
••• sold to Joshua Parlet 20 acres of James ~~adow and Hailes Fellowship ••• 

Sale ad, Baltimore American, Feb. 1$, 1841 (an ad to sell various lots) 

Sale ad, Baltimore American, September 30, 1841, p. 4: 

TRUSTEE'S SALE 

By virtue of a Decree of the High Court of Chancery of Marylarrl, the undersigned 

as trustee will on THURSDAY, the 28th day of October 1841 at the tavern of 

Benjamin Pain in Towson Towm, Baltimore County, at 3 o'clock, P.M. offer at 

public sale, the following property ••• of ••• Solomon Bowen, deceased. 

A LOT of cleared land, part of Tracy's Park ••• 

Also a lot of cleared land, near to Tows.on Town· ••• 

Also a LOT OF GROUND, lying in Baltimore County, being part of a tract 

called James Meadow and part of a tract called Haily (sic) Fellowship, 
. 

containing twenty acres and twenty perches, more or less. This lot is 

improved with a large stone DWELLING, Barn House, Blacksmith Shop, Wheelwright 

Shop, Dairy, two Tenant's houses and other improvements. The land is good and 

is under good fencing, and is well manured. There is a good garden, and a 

thriving orchard in full bearing. This property is located seven miles from 

Town upon the York Turnpike Road, and having been many years used as a stand 

for a Smith arrl Wheelwright Shop, is believed to be particularly valuable 

on that account. 

The terms •• 

GEORGE W. DOBBIN, Trustee 



Liber TK JOO:L24: John Bowen and wife - Deed -to- Sarah Parlet & al •••• 11J 
April 1840 ••• John Bowen and Loretta of Baltimore County ••• to Sarah Bowen, 
Emily R. Bowen, Wm. Bmven, etc., etc •••• Whereas the said John Bowen and a 
certain Solomon Bowen being seized ••• of certain land .••• desirous of dividing 
same equally ••• did agree to refer the matter of division to Thomas Hillen and 
others ••• Whereas Thomas Hillen and others did award the parcels hereinafter 
described to Solomon Bowen to John ••• other lands ••• And whereas the said 
Solomon Bowen before the execution of any deed ••• did enter upon and take 
possession ••• departed this life ••• leaving ••• Sarah his widow ••• children 
who filed the bill of complaint ••• against the said Solomon Bowen ••• Chancellor 
on 11 March present year ••• decreed said conyeyance be made ••• appointed Georee 
A. Dobbin trustee to execute conveyances ••• This indenture witnesseth that 
the said John B011en, Loretto Bowen for and in consider~tion of the premises an:i 
$1 ••• convey ••• all that tract ••• called James V~adows ••• and part of 
Hales Fellmvship ••• described as follows ••• 

Beginning at a corner of Jackson's Land ••• ·etc •••• S9~V 19-6/10 perches, to 
a stake, S82~E 12 links to a cedar, a corner of John Bowens part of said land, 
still S82~E 112-9/10 perches to a stake standing near a locust tree, still 
S82~E 13 links N4¥f ll-3/4 perches to a stone, N5'N 79-6/10 perches to a stone 
•.. thence S86fil 36 perches, still S86~N 2~ perches to a stone, still 586~{ 
5li perches· to a first place of beginning••• 20 acres and 20 perches •••Also 
tract of woodland ••• Gotts Hope ••• Also Powder Wiill Lot ••• 5 acres (The 
same being part of the land conveyed to said John Bowen and Solomon Bowen as 
tenants in common by William Bowen by Indenture ••• 16 April 1833 ••• Liber 
TK 226:353 ••• 

Chancery Papers No. 10,2$0: Joshua and Leah Parlet, Elizabeth A., Emily R., 
Wm., James P., Temperance, and Joseph s. Bowen -vs- John Bowen & Loretta uxor 
re William Bowens Estate, 1840. Recorded Liber 157:35. 

Bill of complaint filed 9 March 1840 -- Sarah Bowen - widow of Solomon Bowen 
late of B.C. deceased ••• and your orators ••• all of whom are infants ••• Hillen 
ani Rider met ••• divided home place in two parcels ••• north to Solomon ••• 
south to John ••• Sarah Bowen since married Joshua Parlet ••• 

Referees division ••• division made along the given line of Tracey's Park ••• 
N87-~~Y to stone planted in ground near cedar tree ••• Solomon to have all on 
north ••• John on south ••• wehqtherefore award & determine that he shall 
have the small wood lot near the powder mills ••• 27 April 1833 ••• 

Plat of woodlot 
May 21 1833 

Thos Hillem 
F.dward Rid er 
Isaac Taylor 

••• on Sater Hill, it being part of ••• Gotts Hope ••• Surveyed 
Also plat of "powder mill lot" 

• The court appointed George W. Dobbin trustee to convey the property • 

Plat of north portion: To Solomon Bowen • • • part of James 1 s Meadows and part of 
Hailes fellcr~ship ••• Beginning at a stone a corner of Jackson's land and 
running thence S9~'o'/ 19.6 perches to a stake thence S82}E 12 links to a cedar 
a corner of John Bowens part of said Land still S82~E 112-9/10 perches to a 
stake standing near Locust Tree, Still S82-&E 13 lin~s, N4~W ll-3/4 perches to 
a stone, N5\'{ 29-6/10 perches to a stone, thence S86iW 36 perches, Still 



{Still) S86:~V 20} perches to a stone Still S86{W 51i to first place of 
beginning ••• 20 acres ••• Surveyed May 24, 1833 ••• 

~: This half contains the "stone Bowen House" per lI\Y theory, l!cGrain). 

~ 

Plat of south portion: for John B~ven ••• ~ginning at a stone on western 
limits of Baltimore & York Turnpike ••• Nl5~E, 16 perches, N53!E 5 perches to 
stone on East Banks. of said road, Sl4~V 23i perches to stone on east side of 
road S74-3/4E (?) ~perch to stone N19E 43t perches to a stone S86-3/4E 
6-3/4 perches to stone N4~V 18 perches to Solomon Bowens part of said land thence 
running with and bounding on Solomon Bowens part of said Land reversing the 
three following courses N82!W 13 links to a stake standing near a Locust tree, 
Still N82~/ ll2-9/10 perches to a cedar tree, Still N82~ 12 links,. thence 
59~ 12-6/10 perches to a stone N6$ 22-9/10 perches to a stone,S38V/ 27-6/10 
perches to a stone,-s67E 85-6/10 to first place of beginning containing 
39! acres of land more or less ···+ 
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The above is an attempt to piece together the plats in the Hall of 
Records for 1833 division of property between Bowen brothers. Not to 
scale. 

2o 119~~ 

The position of the York Turnpike and the northern boundar<J of the 
Solomon Bowen tract of 20 acres suggests that the former William Towson 
Property would reasonably fall east of the turnpike in ·the portion 
assigned to Solomon Bowen. Theory of J. !.~Grain, July 1973. 

B -- Presumed area of William Towson House, later that of tho Bowen fallily. 
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BC Deeds TK 226:353: · William Bowen - Deed- -to- John Bowen and Solomon Bowen 
••• 16 April 1B3J ••• $1.00 ••• Solomon and John will keep and decently maintain 
the said V/illiarn ••• all those parcels Beginning with the tract James Meadows, 
Beginning at bounded stone standing in first line of said tract and at the end 
of the first line of Stephen Prices part of said tract ••• 

••• 4 acres ••• part of same 
aame property conveyed by George Hale to the said William Bowen ••• 10 March 
1791 ••• Liber WG FF;601 ••• another part of James Meadows ••• beginning on the 
first line of the stone marked No. 1 aforementioned runnine thence S85W 20 perches 
to a stone set up and marked No. 4 thence S5E 29~ perches to a stone marked No. 5 ••• 
6i acres ••• conveyed to said .-filliam by Thomas Jackson by deed ••• 5 April 1794 ••• 
recorded Liber WG NN:428 ••• Also ••• tract••• 17 acres ••• conveyed by Thomas 
Jackson by deed bearing date 9th November 1811 ••• recorded Liber WG No. 116:486 
••• Also ••• other tracts in the county ••• Fellowship, Golts Hope and James 
Meadows which was directed to be sold by the decree of the Honorable the Chancellor 
of Maryland ••• same was conveyed to the said William Bowen ••• 8 November 
1813 ••• recorded ••• in Liber WG 125:462 ••• 

other tracts ••• 5-3/4 ••• 5 acres ••• conveyed to said William Bowen by Aquilla 
Carroll • • • 26 July 1823 • • • Liber WG 169: _ ••• 

DEEDS CITED IN TK:226:353: 

WG 125:462: Nicholas Brice - Deed- to William Bowen••• 8 November 1813 ••• 
Whereas the said Brice was at September term 1812 by decree of Chancery in a 
certain cause wherein Daniel Evans and others were complaintants and Joshua 
Anderson & others defendants ••• Brice was appointed to sell certain real 
estate of late William Towson ••• for division amongst his heirs ••• did on 
31 October in the same year at Schealy's Tavern near the premises amongst 
other property offer at public sale parts of tracts called James 1 s Meadow 
and Hailes Fellowship which had been conveyed to the said William Towson 
from Thorr~s Jackson of said County by three Separate deeds ••• 13 November 
1799, recorded in Liber WG 60:449, second 2 March·l800,. and recorded 
WG 71: 287, third loth day November 1800 recorded in Liber VrG 64: 138 ••• 
containing together 22t acres ••• also offered at auction ••• part of Gotts 
Hope ••• 10-3/4 acres sold to Thomas Paul ••• since sold to William Bowen 
••• ~1410.93 ••• release all ••• 

f. h64~ 5 November 1813 ••• · Richard & Edwai-d Gott -to- William Bowen ••• 
William Bowen, wheelwright ••• Beginning at stone marked T ••• corner of lot 
belonging to heirs of Terrence Trainer ••• 10-3/4 acres ••• $1.00 

WG 116:486: Thomas Jackson - to- William Bowen ••• 29 November 1811 ••• $568 
••• part of James 1~adows ••• Beginning at stone set up in ground at a corner 
of said William Bowen's land and marked No. 4 and running S85~V 51 perches 
to a stone set up in the ground thence S8Vl 41 perches to a stone set up at 
the foot of a Spanish oak thence S86E 52 perches, thence Nl6E 36 perches to 
a stone buried in ground ••• thence by straight line ••• 17 acres ••• 2 roods 
••• 2h perches ••• 

Ad in American, October 2, 1812.., p. h., col. L. 

William Towson's Lands 

In pursuance of a decree of the Court of Chancery, at September Term 1812, the 
subscriber will sell at Public Auction, at Sheely's Tavern1 on the York Turnpike, 



on the 31st day of October next at 10 o'clock A.M. 

The folio'i'fing estate of the late William Towson: 

One tract of land containing 22 acres, 1 rood and 20 perches, fro~ting on the 
York turnpike about one quarter of a mile south of Shealy's Tavern, and six 
miles from Baltimore; it has on it a small dwelling house and Kitchen. 

Also two other Tracts, near the above, consisting of 11. acres, 1 rood and 
8 perches, fronting on the said turnpike an:i the old York road: the place 

.whereon the late Wm. Towson resided. This portion of land has on it a good 
dwelling house and outhouse, an excellent spring and dairy, and is deemed a 
fine stand for a tavern. 

Al.so a Tract of Woodland containing ten acres and three quarters, lying 
near the above lands, and will be a desirable acquisition to the purchaser of 
the Tavern. The terms of sale, will be on a credit of 12 months from the 
sale, with interest until paid; the purchaser to give bond or note at the 
option of the Trustee, with a security for the purchase money. These lands 
will be divided to suit purchasers. Ur. Joshua Anderson, ·near the premises 
will shew this property to those desirous of purchasing. 

N. BRICE 

Deed WG 64: 138: Thomas Jackson -deed- to- William Towson ••• 10 November 1800 ••• 
'fi 65 5 Shillings • • • parts of two tracts • • • James' s 1!eadows and Hailes Fellmvship 
Beginning at stone set up on the eastern side of the York Turnpike Road marked 
WT No. 2 and running thence N85E 56 perches until it intersects a certain lot 
of land conveyed by sd Thomas Jackson to the late Thomas Usher then bounding 
on said lot Nl6°4o'E 22 perches until it intersects the thrid line of the said 
James Meadows formerly conveyed by sd Thomas Jackson to the said William 
Towson, then bounding on sd line,S85W 58 perches to a stone marked vrr thence with 
Straight line to beginning ••• 74 acres ••• · 

The 1850 Sidney map of B. County showed the Star Inn (G. Dunnin) on the west 
side of York Road opposite the house of J. Parlet. The Parlet house was north 
of William Jackson, south of Edward Taylor. 

If as seems probab1~ by study of 1833 plats, the stone Bowen House: was on the 
William Towson property, it was built_after the 1798.tax list. At the time of 
the 1798 assessment, the tract would have.been property of Thomas Jackson, who 
was charged with part of Hales Fellowship and James ?~adows, plus "l old frame 
dwelling house, 18 x 20 feet. 11 

••• 

1 
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other nearby tracts on 1798 tax list: 

Solomon Bowen, Junr. - 1 log dwelling house 2 stories 10 by 25 feet 
l do stone 1 story 10 by 10 feet 

Richard Gott - 1 frame dwelling, l story, 22 x 32 ••• 

Thomas Usher - l frame dwelling house, hipt roof, 20 by 30 

Particular List of Lai ds: 

Wm. Bowen -- pt of James Meadows - l Log Dwelling house, 1 story 14 by 18 
l Log meat house 12 by 12 
1 do 20 by 20 
1 Blacksmiths Shop, 14 by 26 feet in measurement 

Edward Gott - pt Gunners Range - -1 frame dwelling house, l story, 16 by 20 feet 
l Logd bn 14 feet square 

Log Stable 12 by 24 feet 

Richard Gott of Samuel 

- pt Gunners Range l stone & log stable 24 by 34 f'eet 
and Gotts Hope 

Richard Gott of Richard 

-- Pt Gotts Hope 

Thomas Jackson - Pt .fhles Fellowship 
and James l old frame dwelling house, 18 x 20 feet 
Meadows 

Hales Fellowship was patented 1698 by Nicholas Hale.and had been surveyed 1695. 
It adjoined "Young Han's Adventure" and Friends Discovery." (Cf. Md. Hist. 
Magazine, September 1963, P• 58:227.) 

Patents, Liber CD:278: James Meadow ••• March 23, 1702/3 ••• Cert. 200 acres ••• 
Thady 0 Tracy ••• James leadows lying in the woods on a rif'ge called Britton 
Ridge. Beginning at a bounded white oake standing by a Meadow in the northernmost 
line of a parcell of land called Fellmvship and running thence north 179 perches 
to a bound white oak then west 179 perches to a bound red oak then south 179 
perches to a bounded red oake then with a direct line to the first tree containing 
and laid out for two hundred acres to be held of the Uanor of Baltimore ••• 

f. 278: issue of patent for James Meadows ••• 

, 

10 
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Mapped by the Army Map Service 
Edited and published by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS, USC&GS, USCE, end Maryland 
Dureau of Control Surveys end Maps 

7iJalfl)ll ~11,f/Jrl!ANH.£ !&tn~ dt:/.+'!Y). 
tlfb-S 7-~ N/if/PTPJ°~ 

Culture end drainage 1n part compiled from aerial photoaraphs 
taken 1943. Topoaraphy by planeteble surveys 1944 in A g7/ 
Culture revised by the Geolog1c1I Survey 1957 ~ 

Polycon1c pro1ect1on. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grid based on Maryland coordinate system 
lOOO·meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid licks. 
zone 18, shown in blue 

Red tint 1nd1cates ateas 1n which only 
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