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DESCRIPTION
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

God's Grace Farm is situated at the rear of its 10.88 acre property and faces
south. The main house is an L-shaped, 2% story, 6 bay by 2 bay, Victorianiged
farm house with a gable roof and a 2 bay wing which extends north from the west side
of the house. The house was originally a Federal farm house with one room on the
first floor and 2 above. A second section was added later (around 1850 , according
to the current owners but unsubstantiated in fact). Finally, a third renovation
before 1880 raised the roof and covered the first 2 sections entirely. The house is
now covered with yellow composition board siding with aluminum corner boards. The
black shutters all around the house are non-functioning.

The front (south) facade of God's Grace is an asymmetrical composition, 2%
stories high and 6 bays wide. A L bay porch is present on the first floor and 2
eyelid dormers flank a central pedimented dormer on the gable roof above 5 regularly
spaced 6 over A shuttered windows at the second floor. An inside end chimney is at
the east end of the building and a chimney cap is present 2 bays in from the west
elevation at the ridge of the roof.

The first floor of the south facade is covered under a 4 bay porch with a flat
roof supported by 5 turned wooden posts. A waist-high railing with square balusters
skirts 3 bays of the porch. There is a bay window consisting of 2 windows, each 2
over 2, at the east end of the building. Three, 6 over 6, shuttered windows are
under the porch. Two floor length 1 over 1 windows are at the southeast corner. *
main doorway is flanked by sidelights with 12 lights which begin at doorknob height.
A transom with tracery tops the door and sidelignts, The second floor has 6 evenly
spaced, 6 over 6, shuttered windows, At roof level, the 2 evelid dormers, which
flank the central pedimented dormer, have 3 lights each. There are 3 windows in the

central pedimented dormer; 2 eight light windows flank a central 12 light window.

The west facade consists of the gable end of the main block and west wall of the
rear wing. It is an asymmetrical composition with 2 doors, 8 windows, and a bulkhead
cellar entrance., A small, 3 bay, shed-roofed porch covers the door to the wing.

The first floor of themain bleck on the west facade consists of a door (not
presently in use) with a shuttered, 6 over 6 window to the south of it., Below the
window is the bulkhead to the cellar, A 1 over 1 window is at the southwest corner
of the projecting bay. Two evenly spaced, shuttered, 6 over & windows are at the
second story and a small vent window is at the attic story.

The first floor of the rear wing on the west facade is partially covered by a
3 bay porch with a shed roof. Two irregularly spaced windows flank the board and
batten door. Two evenly spaced, shuttered, 6 over 6 windows are at the second
story level. An inside end chimney is on the roof at the north end.

The rear (north facade) of God's Grace is an asymetrical composition consisting
of a blind wall on the wing, and 7 windows irregularly spaced on the main biock.
There is a set_back in the main block, 3 bays from the west facade of the building.
An external ehimney 1s in the corner produced by the setback. Inside end chimneys
are present at the east gable end of the main block and above the blind wall of the w.ng.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY SEE CONTINUATION SHEET #1
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of God's Grace Farm lies in its architectural value as a
document of the changing fabric of a building as its owners became mcre prosperous.

History and Support:

God's Grace probably began in the first quarter of the 19th century as a
small 2 story house with a single room downstairs and 2 upstairs. A gable end,
open hearth fireplace was at the north end of the house., Evidence of pivot points
for a cooking hanger #n the open hearth fireplace, hand hewn logs in the ceiling
of the current kitchen, coupled with extremely wide, random width pine floors
upstairs point to this section as the oldest part of the house. The very narrow
staircase is tucked into the northeast corner of this section.

The next section to evolve at God's Grace extended the house to the south,
adding 2 more rooms downstairs and 3 small rooms upstairs, This addition probably
occured mid century. Again, random width pine floors, though not as wide as the
earlier section, are throughout the upstairs. Evidence of the end wall of this
section, covered with clapboards is clearly seen in the attic.

The third renovation at God's Grace took place in the last quarter of the
19th century. By this time, the prosperity of the owners allowed a total face-
1lift for the house in the popular Victorian mode., A new roof was raised over the
entire house completely enclosing the 2 earlier portions. This change resulted
in an extension of the house eastward, adding a third staircase and parlor down-
stairs and 2 more rooms upstairs. A half story attic was created with 3 dormers
permitting light into the space, Evidence of the roof raiding is evident in the
attic where the peak of the gable end of the second section can be seen about
waist high.

Since the last addition, God's Grace has been altered extensively in the

interior and has been covered with siding on the exterior. Evidence, however,
of each of its earlier 3 stages is still discernable beneath it all.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



FEIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Balto, County Land and Tax Records

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ____ 10,88 arres

zone easting northing U.S.G.S. Quad. map
18 373150 4372950 White Marsh

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See accompanying copy of propsrty description in current deed.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
[S1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE Marie Fischer Cooke May 18, 1981
]
ORGANIZATION CATE
Goncher College
STREET & NUMBER : TELEPHONE
(home) 6222 Falls Road 296-2027
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Balto,, Md. 21209 Md.

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officizally created
oy an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Cocde of Marylarnd, Article 41, Section 181 KA&,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for informatiocn
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-~
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1108



CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1

DESCRIPTION, continued
Xn internal éhgmney is %resent above the third bay from the west,

The first floor of the north facade consists of 3 windows. There are 2
shuttered, 6 over 6 windows, one on the setback and one on the main block.
Between them is a small diamond shaped window with nine lights. On the second
floor are 3 shuttered, 5 over 5 windows irregularly spaced, 2 on the main block
and one on the setback,

The east facade is another asvmmetrical composition consisting of 9 windows
and a louvered vent to the attic. Inside end chimneys are at the east gable end
of the main block and at the north gable end of the rear wing,

The first floor of the east facade consists of 3 six over six, shuttered
windows, 2 on the rear wing and one on the main block. Two floor length 1 over 1
windows are at the southeast corner with a shutter., The second floor consists of
2 shuttered, 6 over 6 windows irregularly spaced on the rear wing and one on the
main block above the shuttered, 6 over 6 window on the first floor. Two symmetri-
cally placed openings are at gable height on the main block, one a louvered attic
vent and the other a small 1 over 1 window,

The interiors of God's Grace have been altered, the house having been exten=~
sively renovated 3 years ago. The plan is irregular indicating the haphazard
evolution of the house. There are 3 stairwells: one with winders in the kitchen,
one with winders in the dining room, and one single flight in the living room
opposite the main entrance. Box lock hardware is present in some rooms and large
strap hinges exist on the board and batten door in the kitchen,

The kitchen, the earliest section of the house, is in the wing., Beaded wain-
scoting is present here and in the rooms above, Hand hewn log beams have been ex-
posed in the kitehen ceiling. The pivot points of a hanger for cooking are present
in the open hearth fireplace. Also on the first floor, symmetrically moulded trim
with bulls eye corner blocks separates the family rcom from the dining room,
Identical moulding delineates the bay window from the dining room.,

Random width pine floors exist throughout the second floor. One original
wooden mantelpiece exists in the master bedroom, the eastermmost second floor room.
On the south (front) elevation,the third window from the east end of the house
next to the attic stairs contains a window pane with Bell (Crowl ?) 1880 scratched
into it. Sue Campbell in 1960 saw fit to carry on the tradition by scratching her
name and the year on the pane as well. In the 19th century,women frequently took
their diamonds and scratched their name and the year they received their engagement
ring on a window pane of their house, If this pane is authentic, it would indicate
that the last enlargement of the house took place before 1880,

In the attic story the raising of the roof can be clearly seen between the
second and third sections of the house. Since the old roof was removed when the
new one was put on, no evidence to the age of the first and second sections is
readily discernable., The attic space has been insulated and floored in some areas.
The new roof has a ridge board with rafters nailed to it with cut nails.

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET # 2
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(DESCRIPTION, continued)

A small outbuilding, removed in the summer of 1980, used to be on the
property west of the main house. The structure was a single story, frame building,
square more or less, with a gable roof, It was built on grade with no foundation
and contained a single room inside. One 6 over 5 window was on the front (south)
elevation along with a door. There was a rear chimney and a scalloped vergeboard
along the gable of the front facade. The whole was covered with white-washed
clapboards topped by a wood shingled roof,

There are 2 other newer structures on the property, a rectangular, gable~
roofed, aluminum sided building used as an office and a wooden gazebo erected this
spring (1981}. Botb are west of the main house.
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SHAW HOUSE
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HISTORIC SITES SURVEY FIELD SHEET ZoumiBasting/Horthing
Individual Structure Survey Form 19-2373150- 4372950
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PRESENT FORMAL NAME:

Gob's GRACE FARM

COUNTY: BACTO- ORIGINAL FORMAL NAME:
TOWN: AALDW IN FAIRLEA
LOCATION: PRESENT USE: £S,
LoNGe GLEER) UALLEY |[oRIGINAL USE: %55.
ARCHITECT/ENGINEER:

COMMON NAME:

GoD's GRACE FALM BUILDER/ CONTRACTOR :

FUNCTIONAL TYPE: ,Q_E"b. =

[OWNER: RoBT & MALIE DUCKETT PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE:

ADDRESS: Excellent (- Good ( )
/137/0 Baw (L RD zo13|| Fair () Poor: ( )

__ﬁ_r‘r_ﬁlﬁ%j_&ac ESSIBILITY TO : =il - THEME :

Yes () No (A Restricted ( ) STYLE: VERMNACUVLAL YICTOEIRA

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE: DATE BUILT: 2

Local State ( ) National ( ) {

GENERAL DESCRIPTION:
Structural System /// :
1. Foundation: Stone(”)Brick( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
2. Wall Structure
A. Wood Frame: Post and Beam( )Balloon(/)
B. Wood Bearing Masonry: Brick( )Stone( )Concrete( )Concrete Block( )
€. Iron( ) D. Steel( ) E. Other:
3. Wall Covering:. Clapboard( )Board and Batten( )Wood Shingle( )Shiplap( )
Novelty(/)Stucco( )Sheet Metal( )Aluminum( )Asphalt Shingle( )
Brick Veneer( )Stone Veneer( )
Bonding Pattern: Other:
4. Roof Structure
A. Truss: Wood(”)Iron( )Steel( )Concrete( )
B. Other:
5. Roof Covering: Slate( )Wood Shingle( )Asphalt Shingle(/{Sheet Metal( )
Built Up( )Rolled( )Tile( )Other:
6. Engineering Structure:
7. Other:
Appendages: Porches(/;Towers( )Cupolas( )Dormers(’fﬂhimneys0’$Sheds( )Ella(-ﬁ’
Wings ( )Other:
Roof Style: Gable(~Hip( )Shed( )Flat( )Mansard( )Gambrel( )Jerkinhead( )
.Saw Tooth( )With Monitor( With Bellcast( )With Parapet( )With False Front( )

Other: \
Number of Stories: 9 /Zr
Number of Bays: ﬁ bevs tide Entrance Location: o{—-c CeATEN
Approximate Dimensions: SouTH ECEVATION
THREAT TO STRUCTURE: LOCAL ATTITUDES:
No Threatcffioning( JRoads( ) Positive(~INegative( )
Development( )Déeterioration( ) Mixed( ) Other:

Alteration ( )Other:
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Glen Arm 1 July 81
Deer llark,

vollon writes "I found the Goucher eports cuite interesting and I
note a wide difference in quality." I list a few of his and

Haile's comments, which you may attach to the eports or not, as you
see fit,

God's Grace —-- Cooke
by far the best -- excellent plan
title search shd, go further back

Femembrance -- Cooke

—7 1land grant 1773, NOT 1723. Shows in copy of deed attached.

chain of title erroneous., Haile znd Hyde owned Dimmit's Delight,
Only Jenkins and George (m. Ellen Jenkins) owned the property
through ¥m. Armour Jenkins who tore down the homestead in 1905
and built Remembrance.

Dawson House -~ Aiello
chain of title meaningless
milestone is ordinary turnpike milestone i
poor plan ... erroneous interpretation ... basic construction
not correctly identified -- orig. details not identified

Hartley House (¥elsh) -- Aiello
title meaningless
mill not attached to house
mislocated on map
not brick

Dovecote Farm -- Rowse .
not located on Land of Promise, located on Gunpowder (or His
Lordship's) Manor. It is just on the line. Land once owned by
"ilson family who also owned or built Yoder Farm. Log part
may have been Wilson house,

Ambrose House -~ Rowse
badly mislocated on map
plan good

shd. mention former blacksmith shop on prop.
Brinton Voods -~ Rowse :
small wing, hardly mentioned, has chance of being orig. portion
plan might have explained umusual length

Shandlin's Store -- Rowse
title shd. go back further than 1909
date of constr. not proven

Denisch House -- Ellicott
pretty fair job of hard house to do
no record of Mennonites as early as 1830
formerly Vilson land. On Land of Promise




g S
wilson Church -- Fllicott
church does not face Mznor Rd.
origineally grey, not white., A11 shutter hardware new. Doorwzy left
of chancel not new (was door for coffins to cem.)
basement dug to install furnace after day of wvood stoves
chain of title is for rental house, not church

Glen 2rm Station -- YacNeish
automatic‘signal was not at station, but at Vatchbox Hill blind
crosking 5 mile north
plan OK

Glen Arm School -- lMacNeish
0X. Inside plan of schoolhouse vd. have been interesting.

Some of these errors are common ones and nuoted by ovners. Understand-
able for student to take on faith. Also understasndable why titles often

confused by those who don't kxnow names and lands of area.

Am sure I cd. not have done better, or in some cases as well, Vollon
¢ Haile are both sticklers. Anyway, thq%ks again, Best,

(>
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DEED — FEE SIMPLE — INDIVIDUAL GRANTOR — LONG FORM
’I‘h.ls Deed, MAaDE THIS 12th day of June
in the year ope thousand nine hundred and Eighty by and between

rgaret W. Dux (formerly Margaret W. Claborn) of Baltimore
County, State of Maryland.

Party of the first part, and
»4 lé . . $A7-50 _ Zi70zzs
obert C. Duckett and rie V. Duckett, his w

Baltimore County, State of Maryland arties 7, ne®® 71707208
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of the second part.

WITNESSETH, That in consideration of the sum of Thirty Five Thousand ($35,000.00)
Dollars, and other valuable considerations the receipt whereof is
hereby acknowledged.

the said Party of the First Part, Grantor.

do es grant ax'ld convey to the said Parties of the Second Part, as tenants by
the entirities, their assigns, and unto the survivor of them, his
or her Personal Representative and assigns,

.

in fee simple, ali_

/7
that lot of ground situate in Baltimore County, State of Maryland
and described as follows, that is to say:

BEGINNING for the same at a tack in the center of the Baldwin Mill Road
and running from Jarrettsville to Baldwin, said tack being the north-
easterly corner of the entire 10.88 acre tract conveyed to George H.
Haase and Helen M. Haase, his wife, by John E. Deford and Agnes Drewry
Deford, his wife, by Deed dated September 16, 1946 and recorded among
the Land Records of Baltimore County in Liber R.J.S. No. 1506, folio
71, and running thence binding on the center of said road and on the
entire tract outline south 14 degrees 27 minutes east 286.31 feet to
a point, thence leaving the center of said road and binding reversely
on the 8.68 acre tract conveyed to Kenneth D. Clabornm and Margaret W.
Claborn, his wife, by said George H. Haase and Helen M. Haase, his wife,
by Deed dated February 8, 1959 and recorded among the aforesaid Land
Records in Libert WJR No. 3490, folio 391, for the three following
courses, viz: south 86 degrees 52 minutes west 20.22 feet to a pipe on
the westerly side of the aforesaid road continuing south 86 degrees
52 minutes west 363.21 feet to a pipe; thence north 16 degrees 03
minutes west 222.34 feet to a pipe in the north 81 degrees 46 minutes
east 194.69 foot line of the entire 10.88 acre tract,thence binding on
the entire 10.88 acre tract outline for three courses, viz; north 81
degrees 46 minutes east 27.75 feet to a pipe, north 76 degrees 49 minutes
east 327.22 feet to a pipe on the westerly side of the aforesaid Baldwin
Mill Road continuing north 76 degrees 49 minutes east 26.5 feet to the
point of beginning. Containing 2.20 acres more or less as surveyed
by Jerry A. Noldn, Surveyor, December 17, 1958.

BEING same lot of ground secondly described which by Deed dated
October 1, 1964 and recorded among the Land Records of Baltimore County,
in Liber R.R.G. No. 4377, folio 376, was coranted and conveved by Helmar
Corporation to Margaret W. Claborn has since intermarried and is presently
known as Margaret Wao Dux..7 525 ANET

e g
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God's Grace Farm
Southwest Corner
Marie F, Cooke
May, 1981
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God's Grace Farm
West Facade
Marie F, Cooke
May, 1981
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God's Grace Farm
North Facade r
Marie F, Cooke
May, 1981
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God's Grace Farm
South Facade
Marie F, Cooke
May, 1
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God's grace Farm

Chas. E, Burton map dated April 1L, 1886 - =
in possession of owners (Ducketts) !
Marie F, Cooke

May 1
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