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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

ill'.NAMe/;·· ; .•: : ·• .. 
·.· .. · :· .;·· .. .. ·.; .. . ·:.>: . ··: ·. :.·: ?::· .: ··.: 

COMMON: 

Sparks-Ness House BCHS HB97 
AND/OR HISTOR!:C: 

12. LOCA.TlON 
·.·.· .. 

··. ; . 
::.• 

•. : .•: :· . ·. 

$TREET ANC NUMBER: .. ' ast siine Cerhett Rrl •• OU mile east •f L i:f';IJ.e Falls Rd.· 
CITY OR TOWN: 

~--· ....... -· 
STATE I COUNTY: 

v.,..,,, ..... Bal timer• 
13. CLASSJ FI CATfONc . ../:•: ·······:·.;.: . ·:>.:.-·:.::·_: .·:;.:·: 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District a Building 0 Public Public Acquisition: ~ Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure !Xl Private D In Praceu D Unoccupied D RHtricted 

D Object 0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 PreHrvation work 0 Unrestricted 

in progres a ill No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 0 Government 0 Parle 0 Transportation 0 Comments 

0 Commercial 0 Industrial XJ Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

D Educational 0 Military 0 Religious 

0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 Scientific 

f;(. OWNe.R·OF PR9PEltTY ·. ··· .... :,..:·.;:•:•······· ·•:·; ...... .... ·.: •· ::.<.•.::. ·.: .: •... ·::··:·:•<: •. ).:•·•· 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Mr· ud Mrs· H'reld. NeH 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Cc.rbett Rli· 
CITV OR TOWN: 

lsu~rylaJlli I MeRktoa 
IS• f;.o¢Ati0H OF t..f!GAi DESCRIPTION :.· •• > •; : . 

•·· ~ 

COURTHO.JSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

'R:il t.im•re Ceuntv Ceurtkeuse 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: I STATE 

I Tew son MarylaM. 
Title Reference of CurroT'lt noon (Bnnk & Pa. :ft ) ~ l:llr ·*Li. 113. O• 161 

lf~ .,.~~J~tl't+J'.t(Jtf l~jibctst JNG SQRVEY$ .•. . 
·: ., ... ······:.\.·•:/::, 

-
TITL.E OF SURVEY: 

u __ , __ _, 
H'i sterie Sites lnveatery. Baltimore CeUllty 

DATE OF SURVEY: 0 Federal D State 0 County 0 Local 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

S1'REET ANO NUMl!IER: 

CITY OR TOWN: ISTATE: I 

PS - 709 



17· D£SCRl?TfON 

0 Excellent 
CONDITION 

[) Altered 

IJ Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

0 Uncltered 

(Chee.le One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT# ~o ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 ·UnexpaHd 

(Chee.le One) 

0 Moved !IJ Original Site 

'nae Sparks-Nes• House is •f taree majer sectie:as: to the right er 
east enti is a tlllree bay, ene and one-llalf sterey sten.e sectiea. measur­
ing abeut 25 feet len.g by 16 feet deep. to tae left or west is a three 
bay, twe allli one-half stereyweed section, measuring about 21'-8" le•g 
by 13 1 -6 11 9.eep witft. a (conjecture•) additioul 12 1 -2" exteasiea to tae 
rear; a:ad further to tae west is a two bay, two and. eae-aalf sterey weeti 
sectien measuring about 17'-10" leag by 16•-8" deep· All roofs are late 
19ta century Ma.•sani types. with. modern woed. shakes o:n the freats, but 
wit.a tkl.e erigi.nal "fancy-butt" shingles $R the rear slepes· Dermers are 
erna.meatetl in tne Queea Aftlle mede, and nave oae, two or taree wi.Jldews• 
A small frame eae storey flat reofe8. afltiitien is at the extreme east earl., 
a-1 a small ckamber 0r cleset cantileveres at the secomi fleer level 
witaia the aertawest rear corner, abeve a beld C:Ueea AJtae style egee 
solitl bracket• 

A sligat bulge er irregularity ia tae seuth fre•t wall of tne weff. 
seetioas suggests that tne sece.C stGrey may have been add•• to an 
earlier first sterey• First stereywalls ef the mi««le sectioa are 
thicker th.an these of tae secend. storey. suggesting tl\at the-r may be ef 
log cenatructi••· Tke stone sectiea appear~ te have ao fourth (west) 
wall, suggesting tkat it was aade• to an ~istiag structure; iaterier 
surfaces of tae walls are flush, tnus acceuatillg for ths steae sectio•~• 
appearillg ta extend forward of the adjacent weed secti••· Tlte westerly 
willg appears to be bull t agaiRst the middle sec ti••• witlu.out its own 
east wall· (It dees have a cellar east wall. hewever•) 

All fiaisltes and trimwork date fr11m the late l 9tn er early 20til 
ceatury• Willdows are 2/2, with leuvred blinrl•• Th.e staircaae is a geeti 
exanr.:>le of tbe Queen An•• or Remanesoue-revival ~tyle, witn caestaut 
paaelillg. a tur•eci. :a.ewel exteruting clear to the ceilin.g a:ai turaeci btlul'­
ters• 

The stone wiJlg is one room in each sterey. aa.-:1. tae midcile secti•• 
in.eludes an e•traace ila.11 en tae west side, with a staircase ill the separ­
ately-structured exteuiea to tae :aorta; east af tae e•traace ltall is eu 
reem. aM. east of the stairhall is anetner small room• Leg floor joists, 
visible from til.e cellar, are uader beth pertiaas, but taey are net con­
tinuous; the suppertiag girder anti fragmeats •f stenework beaeath suggest 
taat the aertherly 12 feet were arldea to a• earlier structure• 

'llle westerly wing, alse but ••• roem en eaca fi•~r, ha9feg f:irst 
fleer j~ists. alld it is the only Eecti•n witn a true cellar, with four 
c~;1pl~te walls• A pertioa beneatr the mi~dle sectioa was excavate& mere 
receatly fer tllle furuce and a pauage to tile stair• fie feu•dati•• walls 
fer the middle portiea may be seen besi~e ta• west cellar'• east wall, 
exten:l.ing sligktly belew gra•e· No crawl space is vieible beneath the 
Etene pertiea ef tJtis heuse• 

A small steve ek:imJ!ley rises frem t•e miae.J.e ~ectiea, sligatly west 
~f its easterly limit:!; the r .. ms withi:a tke stone wing exte:M. te tai1 
ea:imlley, and are not c~i•cirleatal with external ceastructie•• 

Altkeugh the lll•use kas eeen ebvious ma.saive ckange, both iJlsiQe aad 
eut, evi•eace ef earlier co•structien is apparent· An exact ~equeace 
cannet be determiaed positively, but superficial examinatien suggests 
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PERIOD (Check One or More•• Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFiC OATE(S) (llAppllcable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More •• Appropriate) 

D 18th Century 

XJ 19th Century 

0 20th Century 

Aboriginal 0 Education 0 Political 0 Urban Planning 

0 Pr•historic 0 Engineering 0 Religion/Phi- 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic 0 Industry losophy 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 0 Science 

IJ Architecture 0 Landscape 0 Sculpture Lee al bi st•r7 
0 Att Architecture 0 Socia I/Human-

0 Commerce D Literature itarian 

0 Communications 0 Military 0 Theater 

0 Conservation 0 Music 0 T ronsportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Tile ~parks-Ness Hou~e is a ... taer iatereatiag ela aeuse •f 
multiple viatages aJMi. c••structi••• 

'lllis A.euse is •• let 58 whicn was ebtaiaecd. i• 
aucti•• sale by J ac•b Norris (-1) A «ieff. fer tkis 
issue• i• 1785 t• Jaceb Nerris fer 138 acres· (-2) 
seld tae preoerty t• Them.as Sparks· (-3) 

the •rigiul 
preperty was 
I• 1796 Nerri1 

Ia tae 1798 Direct Feseral Tax Assessmeat tnis preperty appear1 
i• tae Jlallle •f Themas Spark~· Tw• structures are liste~, a frame heu, • 
18 by 20 ... a leg structure 12 by 16 ( tne u.ture •f tile builGii•g 
ca .. et be m.acle eut •• tae rec•ni·) 

Tltemas Sparks d.ieG. i• 1815 as aid. his wife, Racllel Perdue· 'llae 
pr•perty wu; the• b•ugh.t by Walter i'entue, .Hacltel's brotller aJUi was 
give• te Walter's sea, Laban Perdue· I• the 1823 Tax Assessmeat ef 
District 5 •f Bal tinmre C.:eUJlty, the preperty appears UJMier tae :aarne • 
Laba• Perdue allA tile neuse i• t•at assessmeat is value• at $Bo.oo 
This may repreuat tne middle prebably l•g secti•• au tlle small 
steae secti•• t• tae east ellli• I• 18lili tais eatire preperty was 
seld t• Caleb Huat• (-4) 

Tae fact taat tais structure is ••t illustrated •• the 1850 map 
•f Bal timere Ceuaty is ••t uausual • 'Illsre are a :RWllber •f etll.er 
aeuses waese existeace prier t• 1850 is easily decumeated taat de 
:Ht appear •• this map• 

Refereaces: 
l • ~:aleb••k •f 
2 • Liber WG#X 
3 • Liber WG#YY. 
4· Liber TK#339 

Ce:afiscateci. 
f•lie 404 
feli• 126 
f•lie 506 

Bri tisn Preperty 1781-85 ,pp 55-56 

PS - 7011 



tO. GEOGRAPHIC.AL DATA 
I LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINl""G THE CENTER POIJ\.:T OF A PROPERTY 
LATITUDE ANO L..ONC:ilTUOE COORDINATES 

DEFININ<O A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 
~-----~-----,-----------IRr-------o_F_L_E_s_s_T_H--,-AN_T~E~N_.:.__:A~C~R~E~S~-~~ 

CORNER L"-TITUDE LONG•TUDE LATITUDE LONGl-rUDE ' 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW D 

NE 0 

SE 0 

Q 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0 

0 

0 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 

0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY, 2.'...I. acre __ s _____________________ ---1 

Acreage Justification: 

Acreage •Wiled by preseRt resideat comprise~ farm aM. 

is adequ;;ite to inrure preservatien ef immediate envireMle•t• 

-

f'lL FORM PREPARED BY .. ·.•···· . 

NAME AN::) TITLE: 

R·:1· N • Crosby. M· D• 
ORGANIZATION IDA-E 

Mv Ladv' 11 i"1aJt.or Associati•• J a:nuary 1975 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

.r~t • 1. Box h2 
CITY OR TOWN: 'STATE I l1cmkton MarvlaM. 

~ State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National 0 State 0 Local 0 

Signature 
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7• Descripti•• ~c••t•) 

tl\at tae first sterey •f tae middle secti•• -- prebably exclu~i•g tae 
••rt:lt.erly 12 feet -- was the first to be built, perhaps ~f legs• It 
may llave has a mal!siv• external chimaey at it1 east end• '.Ihe stone wi.Ig 
wal! ae!icieci to this structure. wituut a west wall· nte aertaerly exteHi•• 
•f tlte midele secti••· au tRe west wiag, witil. its cellar. were all 
ad«ed, but no seque•ce ameag these two weed pertieas, and. tne st• .. 
portiea, i~ suggeste•· In tae very late 19th century, prebabl~ae• mest 
•f tke otiler eha:ages were beiag made, the old caim•ey was removed fr•m 
the mi4dle pertiea, al'Wi the reem witniJl the etene wi.Jlg was t:lt.ea exte:ad.eci 
westerly t• the origiaal iaterier face ~f the ckinuley. at taat time re­
placed with a 1mall steve ch:iJu.ey sePVimg both rHma• 

A stene Epring aouse. about 16 by 25 feet, stands s•utheast of the 
house• All weed framing has been renlaceci recently, s• •• determillati~• 
•f age ceula be mad•• 

Ne erigiaal aails are visible, and i:aforrnatiea regarding this 
preperty aRd. the 1798 Federal Direct Tax wa: aot available• 

James T· Wolla•, Jr. 
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 

I 
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE i•fa. ~~yl -.r.ci 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY 

Ealtimere 
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUM3ER I DATE 

I 
J l. NAME 

COMMON: SParks-Ne3s Heuse 
AND OR HISTORIC: 

[2. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

n!'l . ,; i ..la C--'--.J.+ R..I._ Oel m;1 .. •.:i~t. af' r;+.+.1• F.,11s: Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

~leak tea 
STATE: I CODE I COUNTY: I CODE 

Haryla:M I I Baltim•re I 
13. MAP REFERENCE 

SOURCE: 

U·2·G·S· 7.5 mill:Q.t• map • Paee•ix Quad ruutl. e, Maryla:M 
SCALE: 1 : 2"- 000 
DATE: 19'57 

[4. REQUIREMENTS 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

l. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

-

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryla:nd. 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
COUNTY 

Bal timere 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
I 1. NAME 

COMMON: Sma.rlni:-N••• H•11oa 
AND'OR HISTORIC: 

12. l,.OCATION 
STREET AND NUMBER 

Hertlil.east sid.e C•rbett Rd·, O·l mile east r,f Little Falls fid. 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Menkt•• 
STATE: I CODE jcouN TY: I CODE 

Maryland I I Baltim•re I 
13. PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTO CREDIT: R·M·N· Crosbv. M· D· 
DATE OF PHOTO: J a:auan: 1275 
NEGATIVE FILED AT: Maryla•d Histerical Trust 

?1 c+.,+.a r.i ...... , ,. _ fl ;. • M..l e 

[4. IDENTIFICATJO~ 
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRE C Tl 0 N, ETC 

.SeuUt (freat) Facade 








