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NOMINATION FORM
for the
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE

Sparks-Ness House  ECHS #397

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Beanon e

STREET AND NUMBER:

| Nertheast gide Cerbett Rd., Ol mile east of Liffle Falls hd-

CiTY OR TOWN:

CcTIONS

INSTR.

SEE

) |
STATE COUNTY:
!3 CLASSIFICATION . S E =
CATEGORY ’ ACCESSIBLE
OWNER P STATUS

(Check One) SHI v TO THE PUBLIC
3 District X Building [ Public Public Acquisition: X Occupied Yes:
[ Site [ Structure [0 Private O 1n Process O] Unoccupied [ Restricted

[ Object ] Both [ Being Considered [ Preservation work {0 Unrestricted
in progress m No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

[ Agricultural [ Government [J Perk {Z] Transportation [ Comments
{0 Commercial 3 Industrial ﬁ Private Residence [TJ Other (Specity)

[OJ Educational O Military [ Religious

(7] Entertainment O Museum O Scientific

F4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

WNER’S N AME:

Mr. and Mrs. Hareld Ness

STREET AND NUMBER:

Corbett od.

CITY OR TOWN:

Menkton

STATE:

[5° LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

re Ceunty Coeurtheuse

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Tewson

Title Reference of Current De & #4313, p. 16

= Maryland Histeric Sites laventery, Baltimere Ceunty
DATE OF SURVEY: ] Federal [J Stote ] County

] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

PS =708
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7. BESCRIFTION

(Check One)

] Excellent X1 Good 3 Fair [[J Deteriorated ] Ruins O ‘Unexposed
CONDITION -
(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered T} Uncltered 3 Moved @ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT 24D QRIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Sparks-Ness House is of three majer sectiems: to the right er
east end is a three bay, ene and one-half sterey stene sectiem, measur-
ing abeut 25 feet lemg by 16 feet deep, te the left or west is a three
bay, twe amd one-half sterey weed section, measuring abeut 21L'-8" leng
by 13'-6" deep with a {(conjectured) additiomal 12!'-2" extemsien to the
rear; and further to the west is a two bay, two and eme-half sterey weed
section measuring abeut 17!'-10" lemg by 16'-8" deep- A1l reefs are late
1%th century Mamsard typee, with medern woed shakes on the fremts, but
with the eriginal "famcy-butt" shimgles om the rear slepes: Ilermers are
ernamented in the Queen Anme mede, and have ore, twe or three windews.

A small frame eme storey flat reofed additien is at the extreme east end,
and a small chamber or cleset cantileveres at the second fleer level
within the merthwest rear cerner, abeve a beld Cueen Anrme style egee
solid bracket.

A slight bulge er irregularity im the seuth fremt wall eof the weed
sectiens suggests that the secend storey may have been added to an
earlier first sterey. First sterey walls of the middle sectionr are
thicker than these of the secend storey, suggesiing that they may be of
log censtructien. The stone sectiem appears te have me fourth (west)
wall, suggesting that it was added to am existimg structure; imterier
surfaces ef the walls are flush, thus acceumting fer the steme sectiombs
appearing to extend ferward ef the adjacent weed sectiem. The westerly
wing appears to be built against the middle sectiem, witheut its ewn
east wall.: (It dees have a cellar east wall, hewever.)

A1l fimishes and trimwerk date from the late 19th er early 20th
century. Windews are 2/2, with leuvred blinds. The staircase is a geed
example of the CQueen Anme or Remanesque-revival style, with chestmut
paneling, a turned newel extending clear te the ceiling amd turmed balus-
ters.

The stone wing is ene reem ia each sterey, and the midcle sectier
includes an emtramce hall en the west side, with a staircase in the separ-
ately-structured extemsiom to the north; east of the emtrance hall is enme
roeem, amd east of the stairhall is anether small roem. Leog fleer jeists,
visible from the cellar, are under beth pertiems, but they are net cen-
tinueus; the supperting girder and fragmemts eof stenewerk bemeath suggest
that the mertherly 12 feet were adoed to am earlier structure.

The westerly wing, alse but eme roem en each fleor, hasjeg first
fleer j9ists, and it is the only cectien with a true cellar, with feur
ciiplete walls. A pertiem beneath the middle sectiem was sxcavated mere
recently for the furmice amd a passage te the stair. The feunmdatien walls
fer the middle pertiem may be seen beside the west cellar's east wall,
extending slightly belew grade. No crawl space is vieible bemeath the
stens pertiem of this heuse.

A small steve chimmey rises from the middle sectien, slightly west
of its easterly limits; the roems within the stome wing extemd to this
shimmey, and are nmot coimcidental with externmal cemstructiem.

Al theugh the heuse has been ebvieus massive change, beth inmside and
eut, evidemce of earlier cemstructien is apparemt. Anm exact sequence
cannet be determimed pesitively, but superficial examimatien suggests
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[J Pre-Columbian {0 16th Century [CJ 18th Century ] 20th Century
[ 15th Century [ 17th Century X7 19th Century

SPECIFiC DATE!S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal O Education [J Political (O Urban Planning
O Prehistoric [ Engineering O Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specity)
] Historic [ Industry losophy
O Agriculture [ Invention [} Science
X3 Architecture [ Lendscape [ Sculpture ..L.!Qil_h.ismx_
O A Architecture [ Secial/Human-
{J Commerce [ Literature itarian
[ Communications 3 Military [0 Theater
{TJ Conservation ) Music [J Tronsportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sparks-Ness Houge is amether imteresting eld heuse of
miltiple vintages amd cemstructien.

This heuse is em let 58 which was ebtaimed im the erigimal
auctiem sale by Jaceb Nerris (<1) A deed fer this preperty was
issued im 1785 te Jaceb Nerris fer 138 acres. (-2) Im 1796 Nerris
seld the preperty te Themas Sparks. (=3)

In the 1798 Direct Federal Tax Assessment this preperty appears

in the mame of Themas Sparks. Twe structures are listed, a frame heusge

18 by 20 amd a leg structure 12 by 16 (the mature of the buildinmg
cammet be made eut om the recerd.)

Themas Sparks died im 1815 as did his wife, Rachel Perdue. The
preperty was them beught by Walter Ferdue, Rachel's brether amd was
givem te Walter's sem, Laban Perdue. 1im the 1823 Tax Assessment of
Distriet 5 of Baltimwre Ceumty, the preperty avpears unmder the mame of
Laban Perdue and the heuse im that assessmert is valued at $80.00
This may represeat the middle prebably leg sectiem and the small
steme sectiom te the east emd. Im 18l this emtire preperty was
seld te Caleb Humt. (-h)

The fact that this structure is met illustrated em the 1850 map
of Baltimere Ceumty is met umusual. Thsre are a mumber of ether
heuses whese existemce prier te 1850 is esasily decumemted that de
ret appear em this map.

References:

1. Salebeek ef Cemfiscated British Preperty 1781-85,pp 55-56
2. Liber WG#X felie LOL

3 Liber WG#YY felie 126

L. Liber TK#339 felie 506

PS =709



[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUDE ' LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o f » ° ’ ” o ' . ° ’ -
NE o ’ - -] ’ -
SE o ’ L] -] . »
Sw Q ’ » ) ' »

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: zh acres

Acreage Justification:

Acreage owned by present resideat comprisee farm and
is adequate te insure preservatien of immediate enviremment.

1. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME AND TITLE:

R+¥-N- Cresby, M- D-

ORGANIZATION DATE

My Lady's Mamer Asseciatien January 1975

STREET AND NUMBER:

it 1, Bex L2

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Menkton Marylamd

12 . . .
~'—"JState Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

significance of this property is:
National [ State [} Local [

Signature
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7+ Descriotiem (cemt.)

that the first sterey ef the middle sectiem -- prebably excludiamg the
mortherly 12 feet -- was the first te be built, perhaps of lecse. It
may have had a massive external chimney at its east end. The stome wing
was added to this structure, witheut a west wall.: The mertherly extemsiea
of the middle sectien, amnd the west wimg, with its cellar, were all
added, but ne sequence ameng these twe weed pertiens, amd the steme
pertien, is suggested: In the very late 19th century, prebablywhen mest
ef the other chamges were beimg made, the eld chimmey was remeved frem
the middle pertiem, and the roem withim the zteme wing was thenr extended
westerly te the erigimal imterier face of the chimmey, at that time re-
placed with a small steve chimmey serving beth raemse

A steme spring house, abeut 16 by 25 feet, stamds ssutheast of the
house. All weoed framing has been revlaced recently, se me determimatisam
of age ceuld be made.

Ne erigimal mails are visible, and imfermatier regarding this
preperty and the 1798 Federal Direct Tax was met available.

James T. Wellem, Jre

[



Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryard
- NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
Baltimere
PROPERTY MAP FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
. (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Z [l NAME
o common:  Sparks-Ness Heuse
— AND OR HISTORIC:
— |2. LOCATION
STREET AND NUMBER:
| i A
V=) 2 . ) »
: CITY OR TOWN:
(4 Menmk ten
'_ STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
o Maryland Baltimere
- [3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:
- U:S+GeSe 75 mimite map , Pheemnix Quadrangle, Marylard
w scare: 124,000
Wi DATE: 1957
- l4. REQUIREMENTS
TO BE INCLUDED ON AL L MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Maryland
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES coumTY
Baltimere
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
A (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMBER DATE
Z 1 NAME
o COMMON: Sparlsg-Ngsl H!]]q.
— AND ' OR HISTORIC:
~ [2. LOCATION
U STREET AND NUMBER:
tertheast side Cerbett Rd., O+l mile east of Little Falls lide
: CITY OR TOWN:
o Menkten
| STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
w Maryland Baltimere
— [B. PHOTO REFERENCE
— PHOTO CREDIT: ReMeNe CPOSby, Me Do
DATE OF PHOTO:  JaBuary ]_975
LLi NEGATIVE FILED AT: Maryland Historical Trust
w | 21 ctate Circle, Amnapelis, Mde
s |4 IDENTIFICATION
DESCARIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
Seuth (fremt) Facade
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