BALTIMCRE COUMNTY LANDMARKS PRESIRVATION COMMISSION

LA 1ES _
MARYLAND RISTORICAL TRUST 5,4 -5?4
o~ INVENTORY FORivn FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
po— QAINP5335
@ JAME
HISTORIC Id
g.wyfl_e s
AND/OR C MON
vkl
5% AEDETORD GUAIKARGLE
[&iLOCATION sezerer, ey
streera numeer  West Side of Western Run Road North of Shawan Road  3rd Councilmenic
i ¢ ienal ___
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIGNAL DISTFINY
(near) Cockeysville X viciNiTy oF
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Baltimere
(I CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY . (WNERSHIP STATUS : FRESENT US€E
__DISTRICT __P IBLIC Xoceurieo KAGRICULTURE  _MUS' U,
BUILDINGIS) &F VATE ~UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —.PARK
~—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGEESS ~—EDUCATIONAL me"re RESIDENCE
—SITE I UBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE ENTERTAINMENT __RELIIIOUS
—OBJECT —IM PROCESS LMYES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTFIC
— —BJNG CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRILTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRAMN SPORTATION
—NO —MiLITARY —OTHER
~1IOWNER OF PE OPERTY
NAME
Mrs. John M. Fraiklin Telephone #:444-7388
STREET & NUMBER
¢/o Nicholas B. Merrymon Hayfields Farm, Westem Run Road
CITY. TOWN STATE, Z1p code
Cockeysvi lle ~ X_ viewnry oF Moryland 21630
H3ILOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: CWB 1090
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: 59
REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC. County Courts Building
STREET & KUMEER
401 Bosley Avenue
CITY. TOVIN STATE

{31 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS # N
ve LBAantorE Counry Yisrzene Jiris vz ATTaY

OATE 077 ren g disitl 798 "
B ..exd.'-uﬁ TGS te L4-74  _seoerar XSTATE _COUNTY  Locat

DEPOSITORY FOR (f,{,‘g YL An/2 Ks T2LACAC RLST

e SURVEY RECORDS
QW.IOWN 2/ [TH7E e ClE e ey = STATE
LW AL L LT Marylond 2 SO/

% A-_/@/,zﬁa.’r}f Kwt Weite vo. Koeno et eree Lot e, ECCLyys -“-’"”O
T X ALBS, U DEPT. of THE INTERICK, WASHINGTEN, DC . N




- ZADESCRIPTION | B4 9w

COND:TION CHI'CK ONE CHECK ONE
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DESZRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KMOWN) PHYSICAL APPEA r&ANCE
Hayfields is an L-saoped house, 2% stories high, bui.t of limestone found on the proparty. lts
design has been attributed to the builder himself, Colonel Nicholas M. Bosley, who supposedly
drew the plan in the sand with his cane. Construction is variously dated as having begun
in 1800 or 1805 and completion date has been published as 1808 or 1810; however cleeds show th
Colonel Bosley acquired the ground by three deeds in 1811, including cne from William Bosley.

The house was originally built without dormers in a plain Federal style. The main fccade faces
south and is five bays wide. "The front i s approached by a short flight of steps which lead
io an uncovered stone platform, while a frame porch extends the depth of the east ¢nd of the
house; a two=story frame porch once ran along the r2ar of the main house from the east to the
angle of the ell fomed by the north wing." (2) Thet arrangement has been replaced by a
glass-enclosed vestisule. The front door is topped ky a transom with lights and vlanked

by pilasters and sidelights.

Two broad end-chimneys rise at each extremity of tl.e main block. There is also a central
chimney in that blozk.

The ell, or wing, vxtends northward from the main tlock, flush with the west wall of the
main block, and is three bays long. At the northemy extremity of the wing, an inside end
chimney is located on the center line.

Tax ledger dimensions of 1918 were 60 by 38 feet in the main block and 42 by 20 in the
smaller wing.

ot banln o
Decorative feotures are simple, consisting of exposed end rafters end box comices. The
three ‘dormers' on ‘th: “south front were added c. 1939. Windows in the main walls are
double-hung sash types, six-on-six, with stone lintels and stone sills. - -

l.'

The estate contains a number of outbuildings, most of them built of “limestone. There is
also a brick barn. The granary is equipped with outside stone steps. Some of the dwellings
are traditionally described as slave houses. A total of 25 structures was listed in 19218 (Tax
Ledger, District 8, f. 321.)

Notes:
1. “"Hayfields . . ., " Jeffersonian, c 1932.

2. Swepson Earle, Chesapeake Bay Country, p. 237.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD o AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECH AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HIS ORIC __CONSERVATION X _aw __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 XAGRICULTURE © _ECONOMICS — UTERATURE _.SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY __SOCIAVHUMANITARIAN
2.1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —MUSIC __THEATER

1800- 1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
- 1800- —_—COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY XPOLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY,

—INVENTION -

SPECIFIC DATES C, 1808 - 1810 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown, possibly N.M. Bosley

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Hayfields is an excellent stone” house with rich associations in the history of agriculture. The
large house and its first generation of farm buildings wers put up between 1805 and 1808 by
Colone! Nicholas Merryman Bosley. Some of the estate had been William Bosley's propery before,
but the Colonel purchased other tracts, particularly the Noilor farm, in 1811. These formlands
had been worked in colonial times and Bosley found eveiything in ruin and the fields much
gullied, as was recorded in the Americon Farmer of December 24, 1824,

The name Hayfields reflects Bosley's emphasis on raising Timothy Hay -- the main Maryland
Forage crop before clfalfa came into use == and in addi‘ion to feeding his own stock, he had
cash sales of $6,500 worth of timothy in a good year. The trustees of the Maryiond Agricultural
Society visited Hayfields on October 15, 1823, and wrore up a report. They found the grass-
growing opcration perhaps the best in Moaryland, but reported that the colonel had not yet
started to build a herd of blooded cattle. The next year, Hayfields won first place in the
Agricultural Soceity's contest for the "premium farm.” At the annual cattle show ceremonies
when the winners were honored, Bosley was awarded a s.lver tankard from the hands of the
Marquis de Lafoyette, who was officially there on his triumphal tour of the United States as
"the Nation's Guest." All writers of the time state that the entire progrom for restoring the
fertility of Hayfields hac been devised by Bosley himself. Much limestone had been quarried on
the property and burned into lime and spread on the depleted fields, mixed with manure.

", ... Declivities .the .most precipitous, ond Ravines the most forbidding, have been.. .
subjected and over run by his dreadnaught plows," wrote the visitor of 1823. A neighbor,
Alexander Nisbet, in 1824, wrote about the change wrought by Bosley on the former Nailor
farm. A writer in the /umerican Farmer had stated a few weeks before that all of the progress
had been made since the spring of 1812,

Sidney's 1850 county map shows lohn Merryman as owner of Hayfields, hoving inherited it
from his uncle Colonel Bosley. Merryman added "of Hayfields" to his name. He is credited
with bringing the first Hereford caitle to Maryland in 1852 (a date also published os 1856),
having purchased stock from Messrs. A. and H. Bowen of Watertown, N.Y., and from Williom
H. Sothan of Owego, N.Y. By 1859, Merryman had developed cattle worth transporting to
agricultural fairs in Saint Louis and New York, and his first great bull was Cclctpa.

Following the Civil War, he begon to import stock from breeders in Herfordshire itself. In
1876, he exhibited at the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia. The Merryman specimens began
to commond high prices after about twenty years of breeding and substituting various prize

bulls at the head of the herd. Some of the animals were purchased to stort new herds in Illinois.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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John Mercymon of Hayfields was involved in some public events at the outbreak of the Civil

ar, and 5 a Ist Lieutenart in the Baltimore County Horse Guards, he executed Govemor
Hicks' ore.2r to bum the No-thern Central Railroad bridges between Cockeysville and Parkion as
a measu = to prevent northein troops from being brought to Baltimore and provoking further rist
(April, 1861). Subsequently, Merryman was arrested under a Federal charge of treason and was
confined in Fort McHenry by General Ccdwallader in spite ¢f a writ of habeas corpus issued by
Chief Justic Taney. Taney cited the general and President lincoln with contempt in his opinion,
Ex Parte Merryman, but Federal authorities ignored the order and left Merryman locked up in
the fort for several weeks. He was later released ond never brought to trial. He died in 1881
and was buried at Sherwood Episcopal Church, Cockeysville. Hisson, E. Gittings Merryman took
over management of the farm. The 1911 and 1918 tax ledges show 444 acres charged to N.B.
Merryman.

The main house stood empty for practically thirty years. In 1939, the late General John
Franklin bought the estate fiom his Merryman cousins, The (General was associated for severul
decades with the United Stares Lines and became chairman of the board. He ond his wife began
a refurbishing program ond cdded a number of dormer windows ‘to the house. The farm was
managed by Nicholas B. Merryman of the original family anc’ continued to produce polled Hereford
- cattle until a few months aco  (1977). General farming is still carried on by Mr. Merrymen.
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FARLW SUILDINGS
"HAYFIELDSY
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HISTORICAL DATA:

William Nicholson took up a traect of 420¢ acres of
land which he called Nicholson Manor in what is row Balti-
more County June 20, 1719. It is desoribed as agloag tae
western run o2 the Gunpowder Letween VWaterspout Zrench ani
the Shawan Cabin Branch (now Oregon Braneh)., It vwas at scoe-
what later date sequired by Roger Boyce and in part in 1764«
by Joseph Bosley.

In the early years o the nineteenth century Nicloliss
Merrymen Zosley purchesed four distinet pleces of land, all
perts o2 the original Nicanolson lManor. The first of thess
159-1/4 aecres he acquired in 1811 for 5 6348.00,from Josepkh
and William Bosley; the seoond,187 acres in 1812 for & 63005.00
from John Naylor who had earlilier acquired it direct from
Roger Boyce. This parcel was kaown as Naylor's Fleld, In _cid
and again in 1819 he acquired more land from Villiam Booo
et 2l, one of these pleces was called Vest Lodge aunother
Hayfislds, combining all into ons estate of mors than fiv
hundred acres he called it "Haylields", Later Viesy Lodg
willed separately,but the remeining land consisting sf over
five hundred acres has cocme down intact to the prescnt owincos,

¢
o

Nicholas Merryman 3osley bullt the second and leryor
dwelling and the second group of farm buildings. From his
time also date the wallel garden, the green houses ard tnc
lemon tree pit, and uncer nis administration the estate ozco-
ed its highest development.

In 1824, during the visit of General lafayctse to
the United States, he was preseanted by the hand of w.s
General with a silver "Can" inscribed;

By the hand of LAFAYETTE frox the Md. Ag. Soc.
"Fest cultivated fexrm”
to COL.N.i.BOSLEY

November 24th 1824 Sic ;ﬁra floredbunt

Fe died Februery loth 1847 et the age of 7. year
and begueathned "Hgyfields" to his nephew John Merrymen ¢
in succession to his next male neir,Nlcholas Merrymnas B

mother Lhad been Rebecoa Merrymuan,his fatiher Amon. iz ne;
was hencefsrth known as Joha Merryman of "Hayfields".He .
born Augusi 9th, 1824, ‘
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FARM BULLDINGS
THAYFIZLLS"
Baltimore County
Meryland

BEISTORICAL DATA- Continued;

The Merrymans had settled in ;aryland from Eera-
fordshire, England under tuc first Lord Froj -;euo_,*aoi,
1650.They lived in a tract called n; thum "Lt:b ford® some
eight miles north of Heyfilelds on the old Baltimors and
York Turnpike. John Merryman s firat lieutenany ¢ the
Baltimore County Horse Guards, accompeliffed his comuand
to the ciiy after the attack On the Llassachusectiic Lroops
on Avril 19,1861, The next day Le was detalled with a
small force %o establish a post at Hayfiells, and was in
communication there with .ajor Zelger, or the Faderal
Army, who was trying to turn back to EannsyLV¢n;¢ tha
Union scldiers enroute To Washington along the lin: of
the Noxrthern Ceantral Railroad ncax anfie;ua. Oz iay 2o,
1561 he wes arrested, imprisoned in Fort mc“eh¢y,¢gﬂ_
indicted for treason in connecition with the suraing ol
bricges along the Railroad. EHis defense was Lg Lel otal;
executed Lis sworn duty es en officer of Militia of ey~
iznd. The affalr ocsme to the stiention of 2Zresidesat ITAinco-u
and caused great excitewmsnt at the time. Merryman Wes 6Vels
tually declared improverliy hkeld by Guief Justice Tasey.
During nis l1life time hs Helé many stete offices znd vas
always greatly interested in zgriculture.He changed the
property iato a stock farm,.imporiing, according no the
family iegend, the firsc Zereforé cattle into tnls coun-
try. HEe also imported other bloodad stook frowm ;?lvu&,
as indiceted by his letter head. He was asked by the Cluy
of Baltimore to obtain Llooded sheep for Druid Xill Par:
on one of his trips to Enaglend and the preseat shespy tic:
are the decendants of these shesep.

[}

Ee died November 10, 1881, The properiy decsndec
to RNicholas 3Bosley lerryman o Hayfields and is now nelc
by his rfive heirs.

A copy of the will of KicholascMerrymen zosl ! wic
an inventory of his esta.e, ineluding the live stecxk,cxo
in the btarns,ice in the icechouse and furanlture in the L.y
and farm implements is now 1n the possession of .icioles

Bosley Lierryman, Jr.
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HISTORICAL DATA - Contimaed;

At his death the following live stock were listed i
the inventory of his property;

i

5 yoke of' oxen
10 cows
40 hogs

6 bresd sows

35 sheep

17 lambs

10 horses

4 men slaves

4 women slaves

2 ochildren slaves

It L3 the beliel of the famlly that &ll of tne Luilui-
ings of the first period existed prior to the purc.a~‘ of
the property by Col. Nicholas liexrryman Bosley, and it L
built the others. The wooden buildings were built abu..
1900 by & senant farmer.

The light grey crystisaline marble used in the buildin s
by Col., Bosley was quarried in tiie field in front o tke
house. The gquarry wes tnen filied with field stone and cov~
ered with earth so that no sign of it remained and ltc locu-
+ion had been forgotten until it weas uncovered a e ysars
2go when & gas line was laid through the property.

The marble is similar to that from the nearby Beavér Jeaa
QQarery.

The lemon tree pit shown on the plans is approximate.y
¢ feet deep and originally was covered with glass roo?,
IT was used for the winter storage of lemon trees that were
;laced in large Jardinieres (during the summer) in tko loc-
w3t avenue approach. The green house has completely Cizip=-
peared except for marks oxn the wall showing its extent and
“he pateched coping which verifies the statement that
all was carried higher to form the back of the green lous
It is the family tradition tr tbhe Jurge house S
deslgned and built by Col. Zouley e t years 1800
znd 1808, but the land records snow Sic Zirst poperty was
acqulired by Col. Bosley in 1&ll. The writer thinks the .a-
tails of th: large residence indicats coven & later dat.,

-I't rf
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EISTORICAL DATA - Continued;

Zoday the still beautiful Tarm is little cultiveuaed.
The btuildings are empty and nezlected. Phe sSpring housse is
surrounded by tall weeds and tue green house and the lemon
tree pit are but things of memory. The bilg nouse losks out

over the smlling Maryland landscepe and the fields =wait

another cultivator.
/ b A

e -
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AMERICAN FARMEILL

[Uctober 24, 1803,
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AN W AW LB,
BarLtimoRre, Frioay, OcTtoBER 24, 1823,

MARYLLAND AGRICULTURAL, SOCIETY,

. Jvst NMonthty Session of the Lrustees.
The trustees of this institution assembled on
Wedne: day the 15thinst. at HayrFiELps, the resi-
dence of Cal. N, M. Bosley. The weather was
very finz and after talking over the affairs of the
Society, they rambled over the farm, which is
divided into ficlds of Indian corn, small grain,

—a

‘ljust sceded on suminer fallow, artificial meadows

and pas.ure. :

One of the trustees has been good enough to
hand us the following rough sketch of their ob-
servations—made, we have no doubt impartially,
and somewhat after the manuer of the examin-
ing committees appointed by the agricultural so-
cicties in the Lastern States, to make excursion

-lof review overthe furms of their members. -

“THK INDIAN CORN, promisesa fine cropfor the
appearxnce of the land which, notwithstanding
the indefatigable pains of the owner, is still very
stouny—we were surry to sce that Col. B. had sus
tained a heavy loss by the entirc destruction of
his cor:: fodder——hoth tops and Llades by frost.—
This is a blow which that encmy occasionally in-
flicts by srolen marches, on the most wary com-
mander. In tuiscase fine weather like a flag ©
truce, secemed the harbinger of peace, but Gen-
eral Frost stole on Col. Bosley as a thief, in the
night, and scathed every thing in his route like a
desolating fire.—J7* There is no provender for
any sto:k superiur to the tops and blades of Indi-
an corr when.well cured—anold Farmer present,
whose word is authority, observed that for milch
cows, rothing is preferable to cori rops.
“GraiN oN Farrow—This consists?of Rye,
which Col. B. prefers to Wheat for a general
crop, and as a protector of youny grass—against;
Oats he sets his face, as the greatest of exhaust-,
ers, drawing the land like blister plasters, ex-:
cept that they draw out the good humours of the
soil and leave the bad behind.—We were gratifi-
ed and instructed by the complete farmer-like
manner in which this important operation had
been performed.—The land had been well bro-y
Ken at a proper scason, and put in the best coh-y
dition toreceive the grain and grass sceds. The,
owner had well done his part—may a hencti-
cent Providence consummate his labors with a
plentcous harvest.

“Grasses,CroveErand Tiztotuy.—Thes<e va-
luable grasses,especially the latter, are obviously
the great staples of Hayficlds—To this, he has
for some years given his chicf attention, and the
result is a gratifying evidence of what may be

gy ——————

- - T
the en :rgies of anindividual, under the guidunce ¢f
kgu_cd Judgment. Hills Ligh and steep, decliyi.
ties tl e most precipitous, and ravines the moq.
forbi¢ ling, have been subjected and overrup Ly
his b 2ad-nought ploughs, until, on spots vhich
lately presented the aspect of poverty ang bare
remness, heavy swarths of timothy now full b,
fore every sweep of the scythe—¥s a Free:
ferm, for its size and origiral condition, Periinng
none in Maryland cquals Col. Bosley’s, and to 1
credit be it said, it is the work of hisown hag,
orrather of his own headf=we saw on his bogpy
accouats of sules of timothy in one ycar, anicyn,.
ing tc upwardsof §6,500, but that article 1‘;\;.!
sold as high as 830 per ton—LiMEsTONE, (iu:“:_
ried and burned on theland, appearsto have been

.{the magic wand by which this enterprising cyl.

tivater has charged the face of Lis estate, ard
caus_cJ the roughest hills to rival the smoot)cq
vallies in verdure. The course of his culture 15
generslly Indian corn, withlime, at the rate of
160 bishiels to the acre tobe fallowed the 7:3::-
fall for ryeand imothy, which are sowed aboyy
the lith of September, to he finished before the
cquinox. The eflect of the lime is prodigiou, as
1sabvious from the aftermath of clover and time.

Lllxym this time. _j

“Lourstic ANimaLs—Totally neglected, ex.
cept for his own table, the best eaten, and the
worst left for breeders. The tail ends of a
‘breecs without the good points of any—the Colo.
nel scems to have been laying the foundation of
‘all geod farming, clearing off stone, and puttir:
:the 1:nd in gocd heart, with the maxim in h
:mind’s eye, * one thing at a time.” He inteads
now t> turn his attention to his stables, his cow
vard, his sheepfold and his pizgery,and experi
ence will scon teach him that it costs less to keep
good animalsbeauvtiful in all their points and proft-
able iaalltheir qualities, than to kecp bad ones, un-
.secmly to the eye, and unthrifty in constiuticn
—in short, any thing but what they should be.—
—He means to commence the improvement
.of thi; stock, by seme purchases from Genera
Ridg:ly, of ene or two beautiful Bergami heifers,
&c. Choice cnttle and hogs, would appear
to be the spontaneous grewth of a fine gras
farm, and an everflowing dairy, its mest i
teres:ing appendage, especially where watered
‘by litae stone springs cool and copious—when ths
Coloncl has provicded a better race of milkers,
‘he will, we predict, no longer monopolise the ko
inors of Hayfields. The dairy will yield its tro-
iphies to other and fairer hands, judging from tug
shouneous repast which awaited us on returning
lfrom our excursion ; but which, on account of its
lgreas variety and exceeding elcgance, we resolve
‘ed it would nct be good policy to praise in pub-
‘lic while each gave the best practical *= proof” of
ihis a iniiration.” R
I Suchis the report we received ; of its impar- .
-tiality there can be no question. The trustees ad-

jourted in the ercning to hold their next month

ly session at Bloomsbury, the residence of H.
Y. Sumerville, Esq. o
CANTON RACES—FirsTt Dar.

The first purse of §250 was taken yesterdaf
by Gen. Winn’s mare VPanify—she ran again
Mr. Howard’s filly, Miranda. Vanity toux tht
lead and kept it throughout the heat, This v
the first trial of Miranda, and when culled fof
the sccond heat she was withdrawn, .

SEcoND Davy.—Col. Johnson’s horse Washing:
ton, und Gen. \Winn’s horse Childers, conlcnd.
for the purse of W500—hoth heats were won with
greut ease by Washingten.

—

i - - v
17= Baltimore Prices same as last wc:../

PUBLISHED BY 1. 8. SKINNER.

donc ina few years, with the roughest land, by

(AF, October 2u, 1823; S:2iy,
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