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BA - 955 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

UNAME 
HISTORIC 

FALLS ROAD BRIDGE 
AND/OR COMMON 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

carries Falls Road over the Gunpowder Falls in Gunpowder State Park 
CITY, lOWN 

Hereford 
STATE 

Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP 
_DISTRICT X_PUBLIC 

_BUILDING(S) _PRIVATE 

X-STRUCTURE _BOTH 

K_ VICINITY OF 

STATUS 

X_ocCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESS 

_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CONSIDERED x_ YES UNRESTRICTED 

_NO 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME • 

Baltimore County 
STREET & NUMBER 

Department of Public Works 
CITY. TOWN 

Towson _ VICINITY OF 

0LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Iii REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

COUNTY 

Baltimore 

PRESENT USE 

_AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL x__TRANSPORTATION 

_MILITARY _OTHER 

Telephone #: 

STATE , Zlp code 
Maryland 2L204 

Liber #: 
Folio #: 

STATE 

(County Engineer Inspection Survey for Bridge Replacement Act) 
DATE 

_FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

suRvEY RECORDS Baltimore County Department of Public Works 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Towson Maryland 



B DESCRIPTION 

li__EXCE LLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

~UNALTERED 
_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_ MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

A four-panel Pratt through truss with wooden decking, open 
to traffic. Major members are riveted "lattice" beams. A 
smaller version of the Masemore Road Bridge which crosses 
upstream. (BA -q57). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



II SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

Z1aoo-1a99 

Z1900-

-ARCHEOLUtiY-PREHISTORIC COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE _RELIGION 

-ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _LAW _SCIENCE 

_AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE _SCULPTURE 

_ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

_ART ~ENGINEERING _MUSIC _THEATER 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _PHILOSOPHY ~TRANSPORTATION 
_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT _OTHER I SPECIFY) 

_INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES C. 19 00 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The bridge fulfills a valid scenic function in its current 
state. 

Recommendations: The structure belongs to Baltimore County 
(subject to verification 9/1/79) but the DNR should go on 
record as supporting its continued use. "Upgrading" the 
road (a dirt road at this time) should be resisted. The 
wooden deck should be preserved if at all possible, since 
most of these once common aspects of iron truss bridges 
have been sacrificed. If maintanance ever becomes a problem, 
closing the crossing should be considered as at Masemore Road 
in order to save the major part of the bridge. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY--------

N/A 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

N/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE N/A COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

John Hnedak 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS· 1108 
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TO\VSONTOV•N 

IL .. '!IE.11' ,'UARKET. 

STILL AT TIIF. OLD STA:'.'lD, 

iv< 
l :, : J .,.-, 
11• 
]1, 
t')l, 

• ~ ... / :z 

>Rn'.: ROAD, NEAR THE POST OFFICE. 

lre sclllni;: to our cu~omcrs and the pu)Jlic 
<'laV favor us with a. call / ·· 
P', ·vE.4,.L, LA~rn. MUTTON AND S::'l!OKED 

BEEF TONGUES, ""' 
- the best goallty and at the lowest price~. , 
JERS PH.U~PTLY FILLED, and mes.ts deli":· 
.'H!::!Jn a. res.sona.ble dist..a.nc~. free of cha._r~
.16.-ls SAMUEL COLLI~ ... ~-

\ 

Jj].:irricd. 
j " 

-LXTI'-DOR:-;s.-.u noon Thur~da.y. A pr!V 3d, 
u the residence of the bride's parents aL'I'ow
dd., by tho Rev. Geo. L. Cuddy, \\"I :.:.u ~t II. 
rrr and ~Il.ss KATIE E. Bon!'l~. all of Baltimore 
C'y. 

if icd. 
/ 

t..X.S.-At Towson, on the 10th of April. lSS-'. 
lf-p&.11t 1 o'cloc1' P. M., of typhoid fever. D1xo:; 
.U.!i!. ooly child of Alex11.ndc:- B. and Lizzie 
1, and young""~t ~:-anci~on of the late ::'>far._ Geo. 
o. S. Miles, ~e<l 3 yea~ 4 months a.nd *dap. 
Y

0

I.AN.~n Saturde.v morning, April 5th/ lSS-l. 
... Ul.D Hz:-anERT, aged. l month and i da.ysdnfant 
--i.u a.od .Emms. R. Boyla.n. / 

-At 8cxtoov!lle. 13th District. :Ba.!t!more 
-.y, on April SL~. 1884, G1to. W. Cou:, aged 4i 
L ~ 
1.."TI.Al'lo.-Scddenly, on the 8th of Api'il. 1~4. 
e !"e!!idence of hill father, Hampden. Baltimore 
1ty, Rev. 8AHUEL S. M .e.rTLAl'ID. lo the S!>til year 
la ~e. rector of St. Ma.ry's P. E.. Churcll. 
UTLAND.:_auddenly at Ha.::::rP.den, orr· tl:lo F11.llli 
d, Ba.lUmore ooonty, on April 9UJ, 1.884, BEl'IJA· 
MAITLAND, aged 84 year11. . 
•TLOJL.-Nea.r Klognlllo, In De.Him.ore county, 
r.sa A. TAYLOR, la the 80tb yeu oher a.-e. 
>w o! tbe 111.t.e Robert T&ylor. j 
C.Jl.TKAK.-At Re.11terstowo, Baltimore .county, 
A.pril -4.tb, 1884, VAClili:L ltJ:RRYldJ.l'l~'a~d 71 
~ i 
UlRYllJ.N.-At R.elrtentowo, B11.!timore county, 
: . .Bu:s.nu?<r, a.ged M yea.rs. j 
llie%l'l.-8uddenly on .Apr!l 5th, l~. TJIO}IAS 
!4C.u<, Sr., aged 7a yes.rs. "-._ 
:JlK~.-At C&toonme, on Sunday, A17r!l 6ll:l, 
• KJ:&l'fALI.A K!:l'IL!:Y. in her ~d ye"-l'. elde.'lt 
rhter of the la.te Col. Wlll!a~ H. and foaephlne 
lor, a.nd wife o! Thoa._F. X.. l:l.nnlo. : 
uuce.-At the residence o( Mr •. A.ndNw Banks.. 
teinerstown, B&ltlmore couotY on April 7tb, 
&TANN, &ged 83 yea.rs, elde1t" d&oghtet Of the 
Thoma.a 'and Eleanor B&nu, o! Ca.rrolJ. county. 

OlflC;-:At Wfodennete 6n 6th of Apr!I'CARRI!t 
!'OK. aged. 7daya,1n!ao.~'a.nd onl_Y_ c_hil!fo! Ja.me.11 
.n<1 ldA May Bym&.":~~··'"-""· .. A{. 
mn,:.:..On":..A.-p-rlf.At.h~·IM·k &t\~r ·~ but 
lttll 1lln~. OioRoi. 111 lhe '.ll'ith yee.r' o~ l4f'0,1. 
elcles' 100 0C.Geo!Y":Anli::,ij1orp11.n K , o~ 
- •,e&d, B&l tU:lo~ OOtlll ti•~- . . · . 

-·. .); .. ··';:.. . } \ . 
... _<~.~.---_ ~·:;r- . > .. ~~ . . ' ~ .... :·· .. ·.'' .. ·.•. ' 

... ' - " ' ( 

-, I J r. j \. i \ I I~ I I j ·, • I••, 

pltOl'OS,\LS FOi{ A::" Ino:-.- nnIDG E 

Urrr rltr ni'7 """l""'·dcr l·'ttlllf. nn thr JC1111tl 
{ro11• {rn111 l'ttrJ..:tou to JJ,.r:/~lcyAri/le, 

/lultiu·orc CottHl'J. 

OF ;=-:c:: OF -:-11 r. SL'f'ERI:-;rr.:-;nr.~-:- nF nnu,1.Es FOP.) 
I3A!.7I~IOHI: C:ot;:-;TY. ~ 

Towsontown, Arri! '.ltb, 1.%1. ) 

S..:s.lcd propo~nlg will be receiver! by the County 
Cor:i::iis.-1oner:<1 of Dulticorc County from <late 
until 

T11r,,dny • ..:lpril 29th, 188-J, 

At 1~ o'clock ~!.. 

For a. WROCG!IT IROS PRATT TRUSS BRIDGE 
Q\"EJ~ THE BIG GC~POWDER FALLS. on the 
rand lcaJini.( from Pa.:laon to Bccldeyavlllc, Ball!· 
mnre county. 

Pa.rues tcndcrin;:: must furnl.sh acleru-ly ms.de out 
Rtra.in ~hcet of their dcsuo;n with tric do.to on wblc!'l 
It wa..s computed and showing a.lso the a.rel\.~ of mo.· 
terial proposed to be given to euch part. 

Bidders a.n. reque!ted to be prC!!ent on the a.bo.-e 
occs.sion. when all the proposal~ will be opcnctl and 
rea.d In their presence. 

The right to reject an'i" or all bids iR reserved. 
GE3 .t:RAL bE.SCRIPTION. 

The Urldhe will be a. througb. bridi;c. consisting 
ot ooe spa.n SO feet between ma.sonry. The road
~ay will be 12 feet wide In the clear and not less 
than 13 feet high lo the cJee.:. 

The distance from grnde to bed of stream !s about 
20 f~t. and the centre lloe of the bridge will be at 
right a.ngles with tho faco of the abutment.a. 

Tho bridge muat be proportioned to ca.rry in &d· 
dltlon to Its owe weight iS lbs. per square foot of 
ftooring ot moving load. starting a.tone end mov
ing over until the whole span Is covered. In a.ddl~ 
tton to w hlch the ftooricg system m u.sl be prop.or. 
lloned to ca.rry 5.000 lbs. on ea.c!::l pair of whee!s.
Tha.t ls to aay ea.ch atrin1>er bea.m must ca.rry 2,500 
lbs. auapended rrom tho centre. The stringer bes.ms 
to be of white oa.I.::. floor!ni to bo 3 !och white oak. 
.Al 1 timber to be of the best quality. 

Factor of s11.fcty shall be for the chords 5, for the 
web ayatem 0, and for c.11 puu of Lhe floor ay11tcm G. 

MATERIAL. 
The wrought Iron O!!ed ahall be o! tha.t qunl!ty 

beat suitc<i to the purpoae. The test for !Jans be· 
log that pieces cut the:-efrom ahall be capable of 
belng bent cold without fracture unt1l tbe two sides 
of the bend shall approach each other within the 
thlcknesa of :he bar. No Iron lo sme.Jl ban1 to be 
U!!cd with a.n ultlma.ui atren~h of leas tho.n -'~.CXJO 
lbs. per squaro loch or an ela..st!o limit of lc!lll thlln 
24,<YYJ lbs. per aqua.re Inch. 

Before solpment all Iron muat ha.ve a. lhorough 
coating of miner&! pa.lot well rubbed in and Lil 
bright work mu11t be protocted lfllh wblt.o le&d and 
ta.llow. 

No bld wlll ·~ -.eotcrta!oed uoleu accompanied 
by tne signatures of two rcepooaiWe parties who 
will give the roqnlred.bond, ln ca.se of tho awe.rd of 
the coolr&Cc.. By ofder, 
- ' ' · · · · -. . H •. A •. NAGLE, 
Si.u::.cnn1ondcnt of Dridiel for 13sJ.umore C-Ounty. 

A pr!l 12.-St : , .•.• , . , 

Tllc undcrsi~1H-d. e:I!'Cutnr of th 
tc~tarne11t uf Clara A. Ro~~. dcceR.Se 
auance of the power and n.11tbonly 
morttA.f;C frnm ltncho.el Adnms to 
dated; April 10th. ls::i. and recor 
~.lor:i;'a::;e itc<"on1s of sut-d cour.t:;. Ir 
~O- :.-i.. Iulio :!II . .tc .. and the a.s.' 
fromithe sa:•J Eliza. J. ~lille~ unll 
said.Claro..-'... Ros.~. dated July lGt:-i 
rcco-rdcd aroon::; sa.id Mortb'1tge F.1 
E. ir. A .. ~o. ;,·2. folio ~~5. ,tc .. ~ell b 
a.t Court Jlou.~e dour, Tow~on. on 

Tur.•dt1y, ,,fny Gil•, . 
At3o'clocl.: P. M .. 

ALL THOSE THREE LOTS 0 
In ~r nen.r Franl.:lintown, Ba.ltimo 
described in sai il mort.1rage. 

The first lyin~ between Franklin 
Run~bchin11icg on southwest side 
the bci;;inni1i~ of the aouth 3GY; de~ 
llne;o(said lot. running and boun~ 
29V feet to a brcal.: therein nearly o 
It intersect.~ Powhuttan street. a.od 
road \:.!~ degrees west 90 feet to D.
running a.long and on SAid Run oc 
to a polut distant from beginning-· 
feet in a direction south Gl~ de 
thence north fil!~ debree!! ce.st to tb 
talnihg 

O.NE ACRE AND :'l.5 PE:.RCHE 
j MORE OR LESS 

The;second is In Fra.nkl!ntown, 
the ·'Yelow C-Ottage Lot.a." beginoi 
the n.orthea.st comer of North Ceo: 
streets: thence running south 56 d 
to a stone; thence aou• h 71 degret 
stone :'~hen ca north BG degrc~ en..s 
thenco ·north 71 degrees eB..!t fiO 
thence north '1:1 degre~ \Ve.'lt 11." 
thence north St degrees we.st 33 ft:: 
stone; ,thence north 8G degrees we 
to a suine; thence north 77 deg~ 
lnchciJ to a. atone; thence north 6( 
feet to"& atone on northce..st corner 
atrcet; lthcnce on the ea.st aide of . 
to the ~ginning. 

The Jhlrd la al30 lo Fraokl!nto,,,, 
atone on northwest corner of A! 
atrceli: thence bounding on non 
atrecCUlorth 11 degrees wc:1t ~ !c 
northwest come:- of Spr!og and P 
thence on eMt aide 01 t-ow batur 
eB.11• 2!?0 feet to a. stone on the corn 
them':e on routh aide of We.lout n 
276 ftiet to a atone on north We.!t 
atreei; thence oo lhc wettt 11!de of 
bcg)1:lolng. The lruprovemeo.t3 a 

{ 

FRA!l!E DWELLI 
· Known Ba tho -"~Hller's 

, t1rnu.-~ c&ab at ule. and be 
t~lve months, w!lh lnw~t .ecc 

f lhe undeniiUOd. 
J( 

At>r1l 12.-ta"'·--~---ll:! 
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DIS'IRICT 7 - continued_ -

·,--- -- -

___ J 

9L7 VERNON UNITED METHODIST CHURCH AND CEMETERY - 1897 - West side of Vernon 
Road, south of Gemmils. Brick church with open belfry built in 1897 
to replace structure of 187 1. &iucational building attached in 1950. 
Church is gable roofeQ.. Belfry base and eaves filled with imbricated 
wood shingles painted white. Lancet and gothic windows in various 
patterns with colored glass panes. Tower has :~ three-part gothic 
wir.dow. Topped by pyramidal roof ending in a finial. Bracketed 
eaves. High Victorian Gothic style. Large cemetery across road. 

951 SCOTT FULLER HOUSE - Before 1850 - South side of Mount Carmel Road, 0.2 
mile west of Evna Road, Hereford vicinity. Shown on 1850 map as Nicholas 
Foster's and as William Foster's in 1877 atlas. Large L-shaped, 2-i 
storey frame Victorian house with grey clapboard siding; gable roofing; 
vergeboards on eaves; 2-on-2 windows in main block; ~on-6 in back 
building. One-bay pavilion projects from main facade. A log house in 
imbedded in this spacious structure. North end faced the highway. Good 
condition after renovation in 1970's. Owner: Scott Fuller. 

952 HEBB LOG FARM HOOSE - Before 1850 - North side of 1Jount Carmel Road, 
0.15 mile west of Evna Road, Hereford vicinity. Shown as J. Spindler's 
on 1850 map and as John R. Spindler's in 1877 atlas. Small, plain, 
vernacular style house with outer wallcovering disguises a 
log cabin. Gable roof. Good condition. Owner: Dr. and Mrs. Donald 
B. Hebb. 

955 FAILS ROAD IRON BRIDGE - 1890 - At crossing over Gunpowder Falls, 0.9 
mile downstream of Prettyboy Dam, Wiseburg vicinity. Baltimore County 
Bridge No. 6. Four-paneled wrought-iron Pratt through-truss bridge 
of 87,72-foot span. Painted green; no nameplate; plank deck. In 
generally good condition per 1977 inspection report. 

957 MASEHORE ROAD IRON BRIDGE - 1898 - At crossing over Gunpowder f.alls, 1.5 
mile north of I.fount Carme 1 Road. Baltimore County Bridge No. 4_ 5 ~~ _ 1 

Five-paneled Pratt-through-truss bridge of 117.83-foot span. 
Plates and shapes of early acid-Bessemer steel; forged eyebars of 
wrought iron. Steel-mesh deck. Prefabricated by Wrought Iron Bridge 
Company, Canton, Ohio. In generally fair condition per 1977 bridge 
inspection report. Surrounded by Gunpowder State Park. Closed to 
traffic in 1978. 
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