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DESCRIBE Tl-IE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL(! F KNO'/.IN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Baltimore County Courthouse has evolved over the years into 
one of the few H-plan buildings, public or private, in the St~te: nor 
are such buildings co:cnrnon across tl1e nation. Despite several re::-:odel
ings and additions, the Greek-Revival influence on the east facade re
mains strong. The small-town concept of the original village has grad
ually been oven~helmed by the inevitable expansion of Baltimore County 
which is ever increasing. 

The green, tree-shaded lawn adds to the cityscape of the Courthouse 
square in contrast to the multi-story, late 1960's office buildings 
around the perimeter of the lawn. 

Finished in the year 1855, the original sandstone and marble B3lti
more County Courthouse in Towson, Maryland was an impressive rectan;ula~ 
block, two stories in height c:.nd nine bays in length. The east. facaC.e 
was ernbcllished \·1ith a tv;o-story Greek Revival porte-cochere with a 1?2di
ment supported by fluted Doric colur,:.ns. The large windm-.'s of bob1 the 
first and second floor levels were enhanced by a narrow, coved stone 
lintel with a decorative croisette. At .:;;, later date, the shallow "~" 
frame roof of the main block was crowned with a centered, eight-windo~ed, 
pilastered, fram2 cupola bearing a clo:ned copper roof. All of these orig
inal exterior treatments are preserved intact (1971) . 

In 1910, two-story additions were built at the i~orth and south ends 
respectively, slightly recessed back fro~ the facade (east) wall of the 
original structure, a successful carry-over of the classical cha~acter o~ 
the building. It ·was also at this tirr-.e that a rear (west) one-st:J2:'y King 
was added to the west, giving the structure an overall T-plan. 

Later remodeling was completed in 1925, including raising the west 
wing to two full stories and extending it almost twice its original 
length. In 1958, the final stage of the present for~ was completed. 
This involved the erection of a massive three-story rectangular block at 
the once exposed er .. d of the 1910-1925 west: addition, and at this tir:-:e the 
building evolved into its present H-plan. 

Baldwin and Pennington are as significant to Maryland architecture 
as Themas Dixon, if not more so. They designed a variety of st~uctures 
from buildings at Catholic University in Washington, to the prestigious 
:Maryland Club in Baltimore, and to railroad stations of all sizes for t1::2 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. Although they can hardly be called pion22rs 
of modern architecture, Bald~in and Pennington ffiade a large and i~portant 
contribution to the late :-ii::eteenth cent'...lry a::::-chitectu.:::-al herit::.g2 of 
.Maryland. 

In the ~ .. :ords of archi tec"'::.ural hist-::>:::::-iC1n, ::: . Richard Ri voire, ":!:t::-
ther twcntieth-c2ntu:-y additio~s to the 83ltimor~ County Courth~~se, al
though a:::-chi tecturally undistinguis:-i2d, io not intcrf.:;re with b1e Dixo::."1 C-'.: 

CONTINUE ON SE.l?ARATE SHEET IF NECSSSAP.Y 
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Baldwin and Pennington facades or with' the ~reen lawn in front." 

. · The courthouse is pleasantly situated within a park-like courthouse 
{""~reen that is enjoyed frequently by visitors and townspeople alike. 

-Court Room No. 5 was the county's first court room where the first 
session was held, January 5, 1857, and this second-story room retains its 
19th Century atmosphere almost unchanged, except for th~ ins~allation of 
electricity and period replaceffients to replac2 deteriorated items. 1he dark 
woods, related accessories, and hard, straight spectator benches contribute 
tQ the total "presence" of this typical I~TLerican court room of the rc'.id-to
late 1800's. The numerous portraits form a gallery of judicial histcry. 
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In 1854, the Commissioners of Baltimore County hired the architec
tural fir~ of Dixon, Balbirnie & Dixon to dssign a courthouse in Tc'.-:~.on, 
the new county seat. (In 1851, the .i>laryland legislature had sepa~a-cecl 
Baltimore City from the county creating t~o independent political u~its.) 
The cornerstone was laid on October 19, 1854; William H. Allen was build
ing contractor. 

Thomas Balbirnie left the firm a fe\·l rr.onths later. The re:rcainir:..g 
partners, Thomas Dixon and his brother James M. Dixon, co~tinucd to su
pervise the completion of the structure. 

Thomas Dix~n was a prominent architect in the Balti~ore area fro~ 
the l850's until his deat~ in 1856. His c8nte~poraries included Geor~e 
A. Frederick, architect of the Baltimore City Hall and E. G. Lind, \·1~0 
designed the Peabod~ Institute. Dixon, with the assistance of his bro~h
er, drew the plans for the Baltimore City Jail (1859). Thomas Dixon's 
works vary from a set of proposals for Baltimore County schools, to row
houses on ~utaw Place in Bolton Hill (1853), to the Mount Vernon Placa 
United Methodist Church (1871). 

Dixon 1 s Greek-Revival courthouse is reminiscent of Hampton House, 
Hampton ~ational Historic Monument, the home of the Ridgely fal<liJ.y ab:J-..:t 
three miles to tha north. The courthouse cupola is almost a direct copy 
of the one at Hampi..:on. However, Dixon's cupola is much more severe in 
detailing in keeping with the severe style of the entire structure. 

Hampton would have been a logical model for a Baltimore Countv 
Courthouse. Architecturally, no other building in the county can e~ual 
it. The Ridgely' s held a promir.ent. place in 1:1aryland history. 7he 
1850's owner, John Ridgely, had donated a forty-acre farm to the county. 

However, the present cupola is actually the stump of a three-part, 
Williamshurg-lika spire shown on a rare county map of c. 1855. ~s re
ported in th8 3altircco-cc; Count~l Advocate of August 8, 1863, the Cc~~is
sioners had given ord2rs "to take dc':.rn th!..! two upp2r sections of the 
courthouse s tee:::>l2 ... " and to 11 cover re.L-;;air.ing section with tin . " 
and to build a cornice. 

CONTINUE ON SEPAR..7\.TE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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A mysterious t~re started in the clerk's office on August 2~, 1861, 
and numerous civil docJ:ets and papers were burned, giving rise to the sus
picion that some person wisl1ed to destroy the evidence in a civil proce~d

~ng. On :i:·1ay 7, 1867, three men in disguise O'..rerpowercd the \·1a-'::.c~u;'1.::.:;., ble':; 
Jpen the safe in the treasurer's office, and made off with $13,000 in cash 
and securities, some of it private funds left, as was the custo~, for safe
keeping by the treasurer. (Scharf, 1881, pp. 899ff) 

Dixon & Dixon's courthouse served the county until the twentieth cen
tury, when the expanrling county government required more S?ace. In.1910, 
the Baltimore architects, E. F. Baldwin and Josias Pennington, enlarged the 
courthouse - almost doubling the floor space. Seven years earlier, the 
firm had enlarged the size of the Maryland State House in a Colonial-Revival 
style which compliments the original 1777 section. Baldwin a~d Pennington 
showed the same respect for old buildings in their addition to the Balti~cre 
County Courthouse. ~hey used the same type of stone, the sase scale, iden
tical window size and treatment. 

Baldwin and Pennington extended the east facade to the north and to 
the south. In order to prevent one vast expanse of stone wall that would 
diminish the impact of the central portico, they tried to break up the east 
facade. At the beginriing of each addition at the north and south ends of 
the original building, Baldwin and Pennington placed a pediment, supported 
by two-story pilasters, echoing the temple form of the entra~ce. The result
ing east wall, although almost a city block long, does not overpower the 
central section. 

The Baltimore County Union reported on May 13, 1911, that Virginia ~
~urke, daughter of Ji1dge Burke, for whom Burke Avenue is named, was t::> pull 

!he rope to open the new part of the courthouse to the public. Ou April 28, 
1912, Governor Woodrmv Wilson of New Jersey, to be nominated later that year 
for President, spoke in the court room at Towson. 

A~ noted under Item 7, the building was filled out to an H-plan by the 
additions of 1956-1958. In 1976, the land and equity records, and most court 
activity was moved into the large new County Courts Building located across a 
plaza to the west. The plaza occupies the former bed of Baltinore Avenue, 
one of the thoroughfares included in the donation of the original four-acre 
site to the public by Dr. Grafton M. Basely in 1854. · 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of .Maryland, Articl~ 41,-section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and ~o not constit~te any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Tn.ist 
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Annapolis, Maryland 21~01 
(301) 267-1438 
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CONDITION 
IXJ Excellent 0 Good 0 Fair 

1--------------
(Check One) 

OCJ Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved [Z Original Site 

The Baltimore County Courthouse is located on a city 
block in Towson, Maryland. It is bounded on the east bv 
Washington Avenue, on the south by Chesapeak~ Avenue, o~ the 
west by Baltimore Avenue and on the north by Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 

Finishe~ in the year 1855, the original sandstone and 
marble Baltimore County Courthouse in Towson, Maryland, was 
an impressive rectangular block, two stories in height anc'i 
nine bays in length. The cast facade was embellishec'l with a 
two-story Greek Revival porte-coch~re with a pediment supportnd 
by fluted Doric columns. The large windows of both the first 
and second floor level were enhanced by a narrow, coved stone 
lintel with a decorative croisette. At a later date the 
shallow "A" frame roof of the main block was crowned ~ ... ,.ith a 
centered, eight-windowed, pilastered, frarne cupola bearing a 
domed copper roof. All of these original exterior treatments 
are preserved intact (1971). 

In 1910 two-story additions were built at the north anc? 
south ends respectively, slightly recessed back from the 
facade (east) wall of the original structure, a successful 
carry-over of the classical character of the building. It 
was also at this time that a rear (west) one-story wing was 
added to the west giving the structure an overall T plan. 

Later remodeling in 1925 was completed which incluc1ed 
raising the west wing to two full stories and extenoing it 
almost twice its original length. In ~Hl58 the final stage 
of the present forff was corr,pletcd. This involved the e 1:-cction 
of a massive three-story rectangular block at the once 
exposed end of the 1910-1925 west addition anc at this time 
the building evolved into its present "H" plan. 

The courthouse is pleasantly situated within a park-like 
courthouse green that is enjoyed frequently by visitors an0 
townspeople alike. 
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The Baltimore County Courthouse has evolved over the 
years into one of the few "H" plan buildings, public or 
frivate, in the state; nor are they car.man across the nation. 
Despite several remodelings and'having sustained several 
additions, the Greek-Revival influence on the east facade 
remains strong. The small-town concept of the original 
village has gradually been overwhelmed by the inevitable 
expansion of Baltimore County, and it is ever increasing. 

The green, tree-shaded lawn adds to the cityscape of the 
Courthouse square in contrast to the multi-story post World 
War II office buildings around the perimeter of the lawn. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 
W r,•,, 

~ In 1854 the Commissioners of Baltimore County hired the 
~ architectural firm of Dixon, Balbirnie & Dixon to c\_esign a 

courthouse in Towson, the new county seat. (In 1851 the 
Mary land legislature had separated Bal tirnore City fro:m 'the 
county creating two independent ·political units.) 

Thomas Balbirnie left the firm a few months later. The 
remaining partners, Thomas Dixon and his brother James M. 
Dixon, continued to supervise the completion of the structure. 

Thomas Dixon was a prominent architect in the Baltimore 
area from the 1850's until his death in 1856. IIis con
temporaries included George A. Frederick, arct1itcct of thr 
Laltirnui:c Ci_ty ll<ill c111d 1:_ C. !.incl 1t1!1rJ <lt;:;irJn<·r 1 U>' l'r·,.J,r,r''/ 

Institute. Dixon, with the a~;sistancc of his Ln1thr:r who 
died in 1863 abruptly ending his architectural car~cr, drc~ 
the plans for the Baltimore City Ja~l (1859). ~homas Dixon's 

·Works vary from a set of rroposals for Baltimore Countv 
schools, to rowhouses on Eutaw Place in Bolton Eill (1853), 
to the Mount Vernon Place United Methodist Church (1871). 

SEE CONTINUATION SBEET 
'----------·---------------------·-- ----- ---------------
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Marv land I 24 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is inclu<ll'd in the 

National r<egister. 

Chi"(, Office of Arc_-111_•(1logy iJnd 1/i.-...toric Prcst·rvi1f1n11 

Date 

ATTEST: 

I T""' ..§..t.<tte_l,:Lais.<>n Officer 
\ for Maryland 

~ .. ~?:~~!Y 18_, 1972 

ii --·· - --,,, ,.,;., ;,ye;.,.,. N:.;;,o,;;,.~:;,;.' . I 
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Form 10-JOOo 
(July 1969) 

UNITE:v STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

MIIT BA-9() 
STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

(Continuation Sheet) 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE" 

(Number all entrlee) 

.. 
Baltimore County Courthouse 

#4. OWNER OF PROPERTY continued 

(contact) Mr. Dale Anderson, County Executive 
County Office Building 
111 West Chesapeake Avenue 
Towson, Maryland 21204 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

I 

Dixon's Greek-Revival courthouse is reminiscent of 
Hampton House, Hampton National Historic Monument, the home 
of the Ridgely family about three miles to the north. The 
courthouse cupola is almost a direct copy of the one at 
Hampton. However, Dixon's cupola is much more severe in de
tailing in keeping with the severe style of the entire 
structure. 

Hampton would have been a logical model for a Baltimore 
County Courthouse. Architecturally no other buildins in the 
county can equal it. The Ridgely's held a prominent place 
in Maryland history. The 1850's owner, John Ridgely, hac'l 
donated a forty acre farm to the county . 

. ...... ·.,, 

Dixon & Dixon's courthouse served the county until the 
twentieth century, when the expanding county government ~e
quired more space. In 1910 the Baltimore architects, E. F. 
Baldwin and Josias Pennington, enlarged the courthouse-
almost doubling the floor space- Seven years earlier the 
firm had enlarged the size of the Mar,.rland State Eouse in a 
Colonial-Revival style which compliments the original 1777 
section. Baldwin and Pennington showed the same respect for 
old buildings in their addition to the Baltimore Countv Court
house. They used the same type of stone; the same scale, 
identical window size and treatment. 

Daldwin and Penni1v;ton extendcn the east facadr to the 
n()rl i ;:ind to tlic' ~;out Ii_ 111 ordc·r Lo f1rr•vcn+ onr· 'J<1;;t c•xp.in;;•'. 
of sLon~ wall that wuuJLI dirnini:.;h llH' imp;1c1 uf L11r· r·r·ntr<il 
portico, they tried to break up the cast facade. At the 
beginnjng of each addition at the north and south ends of the 
original building Baldwin and Pennington placed a pediment., 
supported by two-story pilasters, echoing the temple form 
of the entrance. The resulting east wall, althouah almost. a 
city block long, docs not overpower the central scctjon. 

I 1 nf ? cont i nuution shc·r·Ls) 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNl"1 .>TATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY · NOMINATION FORM 

MHT BA-9ti 

TATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE (Continuation Sheet) 

(Number 1111 entr/eaJ 

Baltimore County Courthouse.. 

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued 

Baldwin and Pennington are as significant to Maryland 
architecture as Thomas Dixon, if not more so. They oesigned 
a variety of structures from buildings at Catholic University 
in Washington, to the predigious Maryland Club in Baltimore 
to railroad stations of all sizes for the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad. Although they can hardly be called pioneers of 
modern architecture, Baldwin and Pennington made a large and 
important contribution to the late nineteenth centurv archi
tectural heritage of Maryland. 

Further twentieth-century additions to the Baltimore 
County Courthouse, although architec~urally undistinguished, 
do not interfere with the Dixon or Baldwin and Pennington 
facades or with the green lawn in f~ont. 

#9. REFERENCES continued 

Laws of Maryland 1853-1854. Maryland State Library, Annapolis, 
Maryland. 

Proceedings of the Commissioners of Baltimore County, 1852-1856. 
Hall of Records, Annapolis, Maryland . 

. :--., ·., 

Radoff, Morris L., The County Courthouses and Records of Marv
land Part One: The Courthouses. Annapolis: Hall Q.f 
Records Commission, 1960. 

"Report of the Commissioners of Baltimore County; In Answer to 
Resolutions Passed by the House of Delegates Januarv 14, 
1856." House Documents F. 1856. Hall of Records, 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

"Office of the Clerk Circuit Court for Baltimore County" 
Orville T. Gosnell, Clerk. No date. pamphlet. Attacheci. 

(2 of 2 continuation sheets) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY PH'OTOGRAPH FORM 

(Type all entries .. attach to or enc lose with photograph) 

(£;: NAME 

COMMON : Ba 
ANO OR HISTORIC· 

2. LOCATION 
STREET ANO NUMBER , 

'ashington Avenue between Penns lvania & Chesa 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Towson 
STATE: COOE COUNTY: 

Maryland 24 Baltimore 

---- -------STATE 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER CATE 

CODE 

n n c; 

PHOTOREF.~E~R~E~N~C~E=---------~·~-----------------------; 
PHoTo cREo•T: Na 
CATE OF PHOTO: 

Trust EGATIVE Fll .. Eo AT: Maryland 
94 Colle 

4. IDENTIFICAT:._:l~°"':...:._---------------------------------1 
OESC.RlBE VIEW DIRECTION, ETC. 

East facade 



---- - -- - - - -- - --
UNITED STA TES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ,.-A 1 F I NA Tl ON AL PARK SERVI CC Marv lan,1 

NATIONA- ~EGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM F0R NPS USE ONLY 

r- V'I 

'Z 

(Type a ll entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) ENTRY NUMHCR I OATC 

I 
11. NAME 

0 COMMON I Baltimore County Courthouse 

t-
ANO OR H'STORIC: Baltimore Countv CourthQys e -!2. LOCATION ----

u 
::> 

~ 

t-
V'I 

STFH CT ANO NUMBCR 

Washington Avenue between Pennsylvania Avenue & Chesapeake l\vc . 
Cl TY -R TO,.N 

I Towson 
ST AT 1:. I CODE lcouN TY: I COOi I 

Maryland I I Baltimore I I 
'Z 13. PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTt;. CR£.OIT: nnlrnown I 

OAT!: OF PHOTO: ~F~oY min-lO~n ' S-. i..~4=,..,.-~ 101f'I 

w 
w 

NEC•T•vE F11.co •T no negative extant; original hangs in Countv 
Mr! -Executive's Office, Baltimore Countv Courthouse. 'T'nw~/"'\n. 

V'I 
14 IDENTIFICATIO~ 

OESCk BE VIZW. OIPCCTION ETC 

Southeast facade of courthouse before additions of 1910 

Reproduced on cover of pamphlet : "Off ice of the Clerk Circuit 
Court for Baltimore rountv" 

Orvi lle T . Gosnell, Clerk. n •P • I c . late J9hn 's 

, 

.. 
~ 
c:1' 
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..J ::::: u ~ ~ Lw t c 

::> ::> "' :J: 0 0 0 

u u t:J ~ 
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"" ·; .... .. t> 0 
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Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968;1 

jl. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

MHT BA-9n 
rs_T_A_T_E---~~-----1 

Maryland 
COUNTY 

Baltimore 
FOR NPS USE rJNL Y 

!--~--~------.-----~ 
ENTRY NUMBER I DATE 

I 
z 
0 lcoMMON; 

Bal t1morc c·ount:Y-coU.rthouse ______ - - ·-··----- --···· ----

Baltimore -county Courthouse --------
AND OR HISTORIC: 

t- j2. LOCATION 
STREET AND NUM SER: 

Washington Avenue between Pennsylvania Avenue and Chesaneake 
CITY OR TOWN: 

I Towson 
STATE: I CODE I COUNTY' 

I 24 I Baltimore Maryland 

z \3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE' 

U.S.G.S. 7.5 minute map; Towson Quadranqle, Marvland 
W SCALE' 1:24,000 

DATE, photorevised 1966 w 14. REQUIREMENTS 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 

Avenue 

I CODE 

I no c; 

• 





Maryland 
Baltimore County 
District IX 
Towson 

1854 

BA-96 
Courthouse 

a:xxl9"' I !5lJ / 

Built of limestone from local quarries, on five acres 

of land purchased from Dr. Grafton M. Bosley. Greek Revival 

Style - very pleasing proportions - additions in 1910, 

1925, 1958. 

(First HABS Report) 
E. Frances Offutt 
HABS CODITTEE OF BALTIMORE 
COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

July 29, 1965 
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Court House - Towson, Baltimore County 
Recorded in Library of Congress 
9238 
1 -1 
Historians and Architect's Work Sheets 

HABS-IDDC BUFF Sttached 

Form 2C 
VII. 28.1959 HISTORIC AM:ERICAE" BUILDHfGS SURVEY 

Architect's Work Sheet for 11Photo-data. Books 11 (Part II) 

""'T»-tt: 
Baltimore County Court House Towson, Baltimore County, Uaryland 

nano of structure sta,te. county, township, locality, etc. 
Original Building-2 stories 
Basement and sub-basement 

Stone 

Original rectangular plan, wings added 
add~tions to rear, creating T shape, 
Later additicns formed_H shaped bldg. 

nu~bcr of storios type wall construction layout 
Later acditions-4 stories 
including basement 

G:ENERAL STAT:EMIHT 
Architectur~l interest and merit Original Towson Court House built in 1855 of limestone 

and marble-classic Greek Revival style-cupola and portico, with six massive Doric 
Columns-symmetrical 

Condition of fabric 
Excellent 

DEI'AILED D:ESCRIPTIOF EXTERIOR 
Over'.'tll demens ions Original Building 1855- 15, 000 sq. 
1910~1925and 1958 making total of 124,500 sq. feet. 
ar.d modernized in i;·6J-64 

Foundations 
Stone 

fe,:t- additj :ms in 1905and 
Old Court House renovated 

Wall cons tr~ ti on Stone- original Building-2' 611 masonry (limestone). Additions 
matching stone-1 1 611 

Porches, stoons, bulkheads, etc. Portico dowinates East Facade- Six Classic Doric Columns 
4 1 in diameter at base support the architrave and frieze above- Frieze is divided into 
panels engraved with 3 verticle groves-one over each column and one between in true 
classic style. The stone floor is of slate and marble squares laid in diagonal patter~· 
Cfiil!lfte~ The stone was qucrried locally at Limekilr. and Beaver Dam,,toops at side 
entrances flanked by smaller cclllr'.l~s-stone steps-etc. 

Chirrmeys- Stone, 5 in all 
Openings - doorw~ys 2.nd doors Main entrance facing east and two sioe entrances-all with 
vestibules-outer and inner doors-orginally panelled wood-now glass and metal. Old doors 
replaced with solid wood thru out except original court room- unchanged. 

floor 
two 

~ 
6 windows and shutters in criginal building First floor w=_ndow panes b , 
~wood frames-replaced with metal when renovated. Stone trim around windows 

stone brackets beneath each sill. 

Roof - sh.,.:oe, covering Hip - Roof - Slate 

co?"nice •. eaves Stone 

d Cu.,.,,01.., 8 Wood cupola - metal covered - painted - small windows armers, . .., "' 

second 
and 



Floor nlans (by floor) 
Photostats Attached 

IFTERIOR 

Stai:n•r"lys Original Building - Cast iron- replaced by metal stair rail and terrazzo 
s-r,eps 

Flooring Original Building - ~'ain corrid ·rs marble, rectangles form a pattern. 
In additions - Terrazzo Floors 

Wall and ceiling finish Main corrldors marble veneer thru out - in old building 
plaster over stone, in new buildin~ over concrete. 

Doorways and doors In original Build~r:g - recessed and wood panelled doors, plain 
wood thru out. 

Trim No 

Hardware Originally cast, iron and brass - now modern 

Lighting Formerly lamps and gas - 4 origi~al chandeliers, each with 12 round milk 
glass globes en bronze fixture made for gas, converted to electric in old court 
room-all other lighting fluorescent, recessed • 

Heating (fjreplaces, stoves, 
central, etc. ) Originally fire places, perhaps stoves- presently, central heatini! 

(oil) and air conditionin~ thru out. 

Orientation (by corrn::iass reading 
and general setting) Court House Building- faces East. Right of wa· in 1356 extended 

to York Road- now property borders on Washington Ave. ,to north on Penn.sylvania Ave.:> 
to south on Chesapeake Ave. to west on Baltimore Ave. -., 

Enclosures (fences, etc.) Nrought iron spiked fence encloses grounds; granite posts 
to support gates on four sides, originall'. As building has grown, surrounaing 
ground space has di~~nished and balance and proportion in original design has been 

Outbuildings Not any lost. 

Walks, dri vewaj•s, etc. Concrete walks about the building- on three sides and lee; ding 
tc street. No driveways. 

Landsca1Jin£;, g<.>.rclens, etc. Old trees - Lin::ien ,line main walkway to frcnt entrance. 
N.aple, pine and oaf<:, shrubbery includes magno~, Japanese cherry, azal~, ground rover 

Prenared by f .... ~ ~ o f-( . ._,Z/ u /C~ j"' ~ .... ,) of ivy ~c. 

Date 

COI-TTU.i"UA'I'IONS: An~• of the above entries may be continued on additional 
sheets. 
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HA:SS-IDDC :BLUE 
For!" )B 
VII, 15.1959 EISTORIC AMERICAl! BUILDINGS SURVEY 

Historb.n' s 1:ork Sh :0t for 11Photo-d'.1.ta 'Boo::s 11 (?~rt I) 

Fa.mo of Structure Baltimore County Court House • 

Ad.dross Nashj pgtgp Ayepue, Towson. Baltimore Courty. Marv land 
StRto, county. townshi:,o, locality, strc"'t addr·:-ss or location 

Baltimore County Prrsrnt Oi·rn -r (gi vo ad0.rrss) 
----------------------------------~------------~ 

Pr'"'s ·nt Occul)ant County Government ---------------------------------------------------------------

Brii:f St9.trmrnt of Sisnific3.nco (histori,er>l): Towsontovm became the County seat 
of Baltimore County by popular vote in lb?J. A nu:~ber of prominent citizens proposed 
giving land for the building of a court house. ..he Court fiouse property -Nas sub
sequently conveyed by deed on ::iept. 26, 1854 from ~r. Jrc.fton ri. Bosley to the 

._., _::,1 --"'- -· ·".: ' '. .Al). st<>t;;:rn-nt3 s'r_.;il 1 b0 C:oCW'1''nt--C. . -~-y~TC'"'" P"I~J'~-v ) rl 
Commissioners of Baltimore· vounty. ·1~·was recorded o ~ep~. 29, 1~54 in 

0 · i 1 ' b #9 folio 62. It prcvided for a parcel rig n3. '1.ncc su srr 11 •. ·nt oi·rnr·rs 
containing four acresand a right of way to York Road. The first session 
Court was held on Jan. 5, 1857. 

fut·~ of Errc ti on 1855 

Archit"ct Dixon and Baldwin 

Buil~~r, sun~licrs, etc. William H. Allen - builder 
John F. Conr..olly - stonecutter 

Liber H.M.?'. 
of ground 
0f the 

Origin~.l l)la.ns, construction, c:tc. Not available - However, the original courthouse 
was built to acco::'.~odate one main court ( Circuit) and Orphans C::iurt - Redster of 
#ills - Record Office and served 45,000 obpulation. 

. ' 

iTotrs on alt ·rations ~.nc'.. '\cld.tions (see attached photostats) 
The present Court House contains 7 Court rooms, a People's Sourt, riousing ~ourt, 
Assessment -'. 1ffice and numerous other of:'ices. The County Office Buildi:ig on 
Chesapeake Avenue provides spc..ce for still more departments- 0... Coll!lcil Chamber, 
Coi.rt of Appeals, etc. and more space is needed as the county populat.ion soars to 
over nalf a million (1966) 



HISI'ORICAL EVENTS CONN:mTED ;'!ITH STRUCTURE Following the sepa.ration of Baltimo1 
County and Oaltimore City in 1851, it beca~e necessary to select a seat of 
government and construct a court house. Prior to 1854 when t,he cornerstone of 
the Court House was laid, the one previous M that nad been in .baltimore (176d on 
Jones Falls-{see photostatJ; still earlier there was a Court House at Joppatown 
in 1725-(see Photostat). The very first C"unty seat era? crc the .Ousn River and most 
prahah\y _there .. was a Court-House -ta~ There have beer, no special historical 
events connected with the Court House, but it has beoon in cc:1tinuous use since E57-
and many prominent jud£es have presided t,here. Their portraits line the walls of 
the old Court Room "n the origi~al building. 

A legal library of valuable books and documents collected over the past- century 
is available to lawyers a~d interes0ed Dersons, Qn the second flcor cf tne old 
Court House. 

Importa,..,t old views 
(with location) 

See attached photogra~h cf Baltimore County Court :iouse soon after it was built. 

Sources of information Baltimore County Progress Report - .iJept. of Public iicrks 

(with location) 195< 
Hist.Ory of .Oalti!Tiore County-300th Anniversary- Walter ~. Atkinson , 

' - it· C ty J Thomas Scharf Eistory of Baltimore City ana ~a imore oun - • 

Sideli hts on the Hist,ory of Baltirr.ore County ~ ~~w~n ~· C~~tr:un 19~6 . 
L1ltelf sources not yet 1nves hgated Maryland !:istorical wociet,y .• ecoros 
~!ewspaper articles from County papers - lhe ,u~ion :850 - The Un.ion News purchased 
by The Jeffersonian in 1911 and the MarJlana Journal 1865 

PrepMed by 

Date 

f. 1 rt..Am-r &o 

rt.q:z&. 1lf"s: 

CffuB (c~ 

Md f~ Z1 1 

"INSTRUCTIONS :FUR DOCUMmTATIOll 
Published refer€nces: Give author's full name, exact title from title 
page (underlined), publisher, nlace of publication, date, page references. 
Manuscrint references: Give location of manusctint ?..nd note if long
hand or tyood. Cite 11 from, 11 "to, 11 d~te, ctc. 
Intervie, .. 1s: If hi.formation came from a ncrsonal inter-riew, give comolete 
name ana_ address of informant. 

COlTTHit.TATIOWS: Any of t:he ~bo··e cntriE"s m·w be continued on additional 
shet'tS. &~.ct tra.'lscrints in '.UOt6!'; frorrt pertinent O.OCUT"Cnts are 
esT>ecially welcomed as an.,,endices or otherwise. 
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G.M. BOSLEY 

.fc1RC'- 1860\ 

n 

. ~• i..nttlll. 

••• H.8.CNM -

JOPPA. ROA.D 

COURT HOUSE 

N~3. H.l.CMEW 

.... 
• • a .•. PAYU:: 

ROAD. 

In ease the \'oters of Baltimore County shall designate TOWSON TOWN as their Coanty Seat of .Justice, the IDI• 
dersigned,agree to give for the erectio_n of a Co_urt !J~use •!Jd Jail for.saideounty, a tot of ground not le1111 tllan live acres, q 
numbered on the above Plat, from No. l to No. "• mclumve-that 1a tony, Henry B. Chew, will give the choice of the 
five acre!!, in Lots No. I, 2, or 3; Benj. N. Payne, will give the five aere11 in Lot No. 4, and Grafton JI. Bosley, will 
give the flve'acres in Lot No. II. 

And we agree to leave it to the CommiMioner11 of Baltimore County, or to aJiy other proper authority, to determine 
riieh of the •kl Lot" of fiye acres eaeh, they will seled for l!llid purpose, and, which e~·er Lot may be .11elec:ted, a good 
and !!Ulicien& Deed will he given for the same, for the mie of said County. 

Wl'l:NESS our hands this 14th day of December, 1~3. 
UENRY B. CHJl~W, 
BEN.J. N. PAYNE, 
GRAFTON M. BOSLEY. 

In cue the Voters of Baltimore County shall designate Towson Town u their County seat of Jmtice, the undersign· 
ed, agrer to give for the Alma House for said County, forty acres of good land, withln 2 miles of aid Towaon Town, an4 
to execute a good aad auBident Deed for the same. 

WliBE&a. my hand, this 14th day of December, ISM. 
.J. BJl)GELY, of H. 

Above ia a Plat of Towson Town, with the of'er made by certain persons, to give FoaTY F1v1: Acan of land to the 
County, to erect a Court Honse, .Jail, Alm11h-, and other appropriate buildings for the ue of the t:ouaty, all of whiela 
would thea be convenient to each other. 'l'he central situation of thi• plaee-itll aece88ibillty from all parts of the Couaty, 
.,, Tarapite aad other roada, alr~.-->pen~, with a Hail Road about two milea from the apot; ita high and healthy polli
Uon, with putt water, and an abundance of building materials, evidently point to thia place u the preper oae, for localing 
a "Collll'TY Tow!'f" for Ualtimore County, and where it will not be put to the expeaae of matiar; new road11, or •ov1•u 
IT8 9'Ju.D1•GS .A.T A Fl."Tl18E PERIOD, 

TOWSO• 'ii-OWN. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF COURTHOUSE CONSTRUCTiC:". 

I FUTURE 

1

3 STORY ADDITION 
ABOVE 

; 

1854 
BASEMENT TO SECOND FLOOR 

z 

FUTURE 
2 STORY ADDITION 
ABOVE 

f: LOOR ARE A OE ADQITION s 
ADDITIONAL FLOOR AREA TOTAL FLOOR AREA 

YEAR IN SQUARE FEET OF BUILDING 

1854 TO 1910 15,000 

1910 TO 1925 14, 500 29,500 

! 1925 TO 1955 23,000 52,500 

1955 TO 1975. 72,500 125,000 
, .JI i 1975 TO 2000•1 20,000 :4:5,GCO 

"' OR WHEN THE POPULATION REACHES 750,000. 
*"" GR WHEN THE POPULATION REACHES 1,000,000. 
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BA-96 
Brooks and Parsons, 1988 

Members of the Baltimore County Bar Asso
dalion sat for a group portrait in Courtroom 5 
in 1926. In the back row, from /eh to right, are 
IAban Sparks, John Mays little, W. Ci/I 
Smith, El.mer R. Haile, and William P. Cole 
Jr. In the third row are Douid G. Mdntosh, Jr., 
Judge C. Gus Croson, Judge Frankl Duncan, 
Judge T Scott Offutt, Judge Woller W. 
Preston, and Judge J. Ftetcher H. (;orsuch. 
The second row includes Noah E. Offull, 
Ernest C Hatch, George G. Wheeler, James C. 
l. Anderson, John D. C Duncan, H. Cour· 
tenay Jenifer, T. Lyde Mason, James P. 
Kelley, Frank Hays Jacobs, Comelius Roe, 
Mi/Jon R. Smith, Harry l. Smith, R. Moore 
Jenifer, and James P. Offutt. Jn the first row 
are T. Wilbur Meads. Judge William H. 
IAwrence, Judge J. Howard Murray, Gwynn 
Nelson, IAWfr!fl~ E. Ensor. and George B. 
Marley. 

133 



Taken from the top ofone of the Washington 
A1.1e11ue bank buildings in 'Tbwson, this photo 
shows Dixon and Dixon's 1854 courthouse, 
the 1910 Baldwin and Pennington north and 
south wings added onto the original facade, 
and the 1926 and 1958 additions (making an 
H shape). 1bwarrl Jhe top of the pidure looms 
Gaudf'l?Ou 's massive County Courls Building 
of the 1970s. 

18 

The expanding business community at Hunt 
WJ.l/ey was photographed on July 21, 1983. 
Near the top of the picture, to the right of Inter· 
state 83 are the low buildings of Marriott's 
Hunt Willey Inn. 1b their right are the Execu· 
five Plaza office towers, and to their right, off 
by itself, is the world headquarters of the 
PHH Croup. AO'O.S.f Shawan Road from PHH 
is the Low-lying Hunt WJ.Lley Mall. On the hill 

17 above the mall, and to the lefl of it, is the 
Ma.sonic Home of Maryland, originally 
known as Bonnie Blink. once the Weiskittel 
estate. Lt is now a reJirement home for Mary
land's Freemasons and their families. Acro.ss 

Brooks, Neal A., and Richard Parsons 

BA-96 

Shawan Road from the mall and to the right 
of the pidure is a C & P Telephone Compo.ng 
office building. The bridge O'O.S.fing Interstate 
83, mid-po.int in the photo, is Beaver Dam 
Road. 

Ba/Jimore Countg proui.des a welcoming 
and cooperative environment for business 
and industry. An active and effective, forward· 
looking Baltimore (;()unty Chamber of Com· 
merce supports and advises busin~ and 
corporations of all sizes, from the intema· 
tionallg renowned to the fledgling one-or 
two-person enterprise. 

1988 Baltimore County Panorama. Towson, Maryland: Baltimore County29 
Public Library. 





Baltimore County Court House 
Portico Restoration 
March 11, 1989 





Baltimore County Court House: 
Portico Restoration 
March 11, 1989 
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Portico Restoration 
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Baltimore County Court House: 
Pobtico Re~toration 
Narch 11, 1989 
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